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The Right Honourable 

GEORGE 

EARL OF HALIFAX, 

VISCOUNT SUNBURY5 

Auditor of the Exchequer, One of 
his Majejiy's moji honourahh 'Privy 
Council, Knight of the Bath, &c. 

MY LORD, 

jO Your illuArious Uncle, the 
late Earl of Haufax, I had 
the honour to dedicate the 
Tianflation of Monfieur db 
St.'Evkemond s Works 5 and to Your 
* 1 Lordfliip, 




^E7>ICATI0K 

Lordfhip, who fucceed him in his Ho- 
nours and Fortune, I beg leave to infcribe 
this new Edition of the fame. 

The Name of Halifax \vill ever be 
dear to me. I had the happinefs to be 
inade known to that great man, the Lord 
Halifax, by two perfons, who wer^ 
themfelves fignally great in name and 
abilities," the Earl of Shaftsburx and 
Mr. Addison 3 and the inclination 
which he found in me for Letters icrved 
inftead of Merit, and gain d me his Fa- 
vour, of which he gave . me many and 
effectual Proofs, at a time when nothing 
but his perfpnal Worth cou'd give weight 
to his Recommendation. He wou'd in 
truth have afterwards accomplifh'd his 
kind purpofes towards me, being then 
in a Station which gave him opportuni- 
ties : but Death, which has no regard to 
Characters the moft worthy and exalted, 
uniiappily for the Publick, and for me, 
did too foon fnatch him fr(»n us/ all. 
In him his Coiintry loft a faithful and 
2;ealou$ Patriot 3 the Court a polite Oma^ 

. mcnt 






^?^ n)EDit:ATion 

^ nientand accompBflid Statcimarij ana 
I aipQwerfiilr and benevoknt Patron. 

All men who have Learning or e» 
ideem it, are bound to love the Memo- 
ry of Lotd Halifax.' . fince to all luch 
he.wfS.aftnie Friend and" Support s none 
of them ever courted his Frietidfliip in 
vain, and rhany of them felt it without 
feeking it. Men, whofe only Fortune 
was Wit or Letters, wanted no other^ 
if they knew him or he them. He 
treated their Pei'fons with a flowing Hu- 
manityj and senerdufly laved them the 
uneafy tagk^of Attendance and Applica- 
tion i a task ever irkfome to ingenuous 
minds. Whoever could cultivace Sci-* 
cnce; whoever could difcover an un-f 
common Genius for Letters, or Arts, 
or Reafoning 5 whoever could defend 
or embellilh the caufe of Libertyi arid 
produce Works which prov'd ufenil ot 
entertaining to the Publick5 might de- 
pend upon op6n Encouragement and 
creditable Rewards^ while it was^ in his 
power to bcftow them 5 and. Merit 

> * 3 ^^^^ 



DEDICATION. 

need only be feen, to be diftinguifli'd : 
nor was he ever flow in difceming 
Merit. 

Of this truth there are Monuments 
and Witnefles living and dead ; Sir 
Isaac Newton, Mr. Addison, Sir 
Richard Steele, Mr. Congreve, 
Mr. RowE, and others whofe names 
have done credit to Literature and their 
Country, and entail'd immortal Praife 
upon the Memory of Lord Halifax. 
His Benevolence to fuch Men was 
a title to Immortality, and a warrant 
for it J and his Name will not only 
never die, but always furvive with glo- 
ry never ^ding, as long as tafte, and 
print, and gratitude furvive. 

Under fuch a Patron, Wit and Arts 
will ever fmile and profper j as they muft 
ever droop and deaden, when Men in 
Power contemn or negle^ them. Be- 
iides the publick ufe, and the amiable* 
nefs of fupporting the Learned and In- 
;enious ; the noble returns which it 
irings of Popularity and Fame, are alone 

fuffi. 
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fufficiently tempting. They are indeed 
fuch, that were great Men but judici- 
oufly felfifli, they would for their own 
ends only, apply themfelves to gain 
Friends among Men of Parts j fince by 
fuch acquifitions they are fure to gain 
fbength and publick Efteem while they 
live, and when dead an illuftrious Me- 
mory. 

Of that Archbifliop of Toledo, and 
of that Conde de Lemos, who were 
both cotemporaries with Miguel 
Cervantes, we know nothing buc 
from the Writings of that celebrated 
Author, who gratefully glories that he 
was fupported by them, and has perpe- 
tuated their Names with this Praife to all 
fucceding times, in his immortal Hifto- 
ry of 2)oi» ^uiiioU. To be mention'd 
with efteem by a fine Writer, is a pa- 
tent for efteem in all future Ages, and 
an exemption from contempt and obli- 
vion. This has been the good fortune 
of MfiCBNAS, and of fuch other great 
Men, who had tafte enough, or art e- 

* 4 nough, 
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nough, to encourage Genius and Leam« 
ing. The dexterity of their conduct 
in this relpect has even hid or diiguis'd 
the folly or deformity of their manage- 
ment in other inftances; and it has 
been remembred that they were gene- 
rous Patrons, when it was forgot that 
they were diflioneft or dangerous Poli- 
ticians. 

But to confider this in another and 
more general light, I beg leave, Mr 
Lord, to repeat here what I obferved 
before to your renowned Prcdeceflbr, 
whofe Charader has rais'd all thefe 
reflections in me j I there endeavour'd 
to fliew that nothing contributes fo 
much to the fupport and encourage- 
ment of Learning, as Liberty. 

Liberty infpires a noble and elevated 
Confidence, which naturally enlarges the 
Mind, and gives it an emulation to trace 
out new roads to the Sciences : where- 
as a fervile Dependance terrifies the Soul, 
and fills it with a timorous circumfpec- 
tion, which renders it mean and grove- 
ling, 
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ling, and even fruftrates its moft refih'd 
natural Talents. Greece and Italy ne- 
ver had illuflirious Writers, but whiifl: 
they preferved their Liberty : the lols 
of that, was foUow'd by the decay of 
Wit, and the niin of polite Learning* 
Greece, formerly the Seat of the Mufe% 
is now involved in a frightful Barbarity 
under the Slavery of the Ottoman Em- 
pire 5 and Italy, which under the influ- 
ence of the Senate and People was ib 
fruitful in great and learned Men, now 
fubje<5b to the Tribunal of the In<juifi- 
tion, produces no confiderable Works 
of Erudition or Politenefs. 
• Even in France, the Number of the 
Learned has decreas'd, in proportion as 
the People loft their Liberty. The 
Reign of Francis I. the Father and 
Reltorer of Letters, produced a great 
number of luch 5 and under Henri IV. 
we find a Scaliger, a Casaubon, a 
Thuakus, a Montaigne, a Pas- 
QUiER, and a Malherbe. Thofe 
great Genius's were followed under the 

Reign 
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Reign of Lewis XIII. by fevcral iliu- 
ilrious Perfons, who may be look'd 
upon as their Difciples 3 Salmasius, 
Blonde L, Bochart, Sirmond, Pe- 
T A VI us, all Men of immenfe Learn- 
ing j thofc great Philofophers, Gas* 
SENDUs and Des Cartes 5 thofe ex- 
cellent Wits, Balzac, Voiture, Sa- 
RAsiN, CoRNEiLLE, &c. But thc al- 
moft abiblute power which Richelieu 
afterwards exercis'd, caft a damp and 
diftnift upon mens minds, and flopp d 
the progrefs of Letters. They made, 
indeed, an effort to recover under thc 
Miniftry of Cardinal Mazarin, du- 
ring which people enjoy d a greater 
Liberty 5 and 'tis to this difpofition of 
the time that we owe Pascal, Mo- 
LiERE, Racine, Despreaux, and 
la Fontaine. But if fince then, 
there have been great Genius's (as doubp- 
lefs there have been and are) they were 
fo conflrain'd, as cither to have forborn 
writing at all, or to have exprefs'd by 
halves what they thought. 

Thus, 
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Thus, LA Bruyere complains, that 
the French are cramp' d in Satyr 5 Re- 
gis, the famous Philofopher, foUicited 
ten years for a Licence to publifli his 
Courfe of Philofbphy, and at laft ob- 
tained it on this condition only, that he 
fliou'd retrench whatever difpleas'd his 
Cenfors j Monfieur de Fontenelle 
has been obliged to depart from the 
freedom found in his firfl Works. And 
were we to judge of the Tafte of Lite- 
rature in France by the Writings of its 
prefent Authors, we might fay, that an 
ill Tafte* has got the afcendant 5 that 
they diflinguifli themfelves neither with 
refped to Learning, nor Wit 5 and that 
they corrupt even their Language by 
unnatural and irregular turns, and by 
afi^ding a fliort fentencious Style. And 
this decay of Learning is without doubt 
to be attributed to the nature of the Go- 
vernment, and not to the Genius of the 
Kation. 

That thefe were the Sentiments of 
the late Lord Halifax as well as mine, 

was 



was apparent from his Difcourfe, and 
frorn the tenor of his: Life and Adions.^ 
He knew that Liberty and : Learning 
were infeparabie/ and naturally produce 
oiie another • and that whoever would 
preferve the one, muft cherifli the o- 
ther. ... 

Your Lordihip's Love of Letters 
and .the. polite Arts, >vhich you im»^ 
proved -by feyeral years Travels, c-. 
ven beyond the bounds of Europe 5 
and your known Attachment to the 
Intereft of youi: Country, the pains 
you have taken, the expence you have 
been at, and the liiccefs you have had, 
in ferving it, in fupporting its genuine 
friends, in weakening* its domeflick e» 
nemies, in withdrawing numbers from 
their intoxicated zeal for another in- 
tereft, and confirming all in their fide- 
lity to the prefent Eftablifliment 5 dre 
abundant proofs how worthily you 
fucceed your illuftrious Uncle, and how 
dear you ought to be to all fuch as 
honour him and love the Conftitution* 

I, 



7)ET>ICATI01>f. 

I, my Lord, am one of thofc who 
profefs a high and fincere regard for 
both 3 and in my zeal for the PubUck, 
, and for the Memory pf this your im- 
mortal Ancieftor^ it is impoiUble to a- 
void including Your Lordlhip, by whom 
therefore I beg to be eftecm'd, what I 
am with profound relpedt^ 



My Lord, 



Your Lordship's 



Moft Humble and 
Moil Obedient Servant^ 

P. Des Maizeaux. 
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THE 

PREFACE. 

K H O a great many of Monfieur d e 
St. EvREMONo'sPieceswcrepub- 
li(h*d duriog his Life, yec 'tis certain 
he had no hand in the Impreflion of 
them ; on the contrary, he opposed it as much 
as he could. But as he did not fcraple to 
communicate feveral of his Manufcripts to the 
Daccheis of M a z a r i n, or to fomc other of 
his particular Friends; thole whom he made aie 
of to tranfcribe them, often took a Copy fot 
themlelves, which they afterwards fold at their 
own price to the Bookfeilers of Paris. Thele 
liirreptitious Copies being huddled up very ha- 
ftily, were extremely defcdivc; which, to- 
gether with what was added to oi diminifh'd 
from them at Paris, in order to accommodate 
them the better to the Popiib Reh'gion or the 
French Government, bad (b disGgui'd them, 
that Monfienr de St. Evremond could 
(carce know them to be his own. Yet with 
i\i (be faults thaf h^d ctept into them, there 
fi^maioed 
i 



1 PREFACE. 

remained fiill a great many fine Paflages, 
which gained them univeifal Applaufe where- 
ever the French Langu^e was underftood. 

Such a general Approbation cou'd not fail of 
railing a defire in all the Curious of this Nati- 
on to fee his Writings tranflated into Engliih ; a 
Compliment generally paid here even to the 
mod indifTerent performances that appear in 
French. Accordingly in the year 1684 a 
Tranflation was oubliihed of hi^ RefleSiions 
afon Tragedies^ Comedies ^ and Oferds ' > and 
in i5p2, thefe with fbme other Pieces, that had 
been printed feparately, were coUeded into 
one Volume, under the title of Mifcellaneous 
Ejfays ; by Monfieur St. Evremont. Tranjla-^ 
ted out of French. With his Character by a 
Yer/bn of Honour here in England ; conp-- 
nued by Mr. Tiryden \ 

By this Terfon of Honour was meant the 
learned and ingenious Dr. Knight ley 
Chetwood, who died lately Dean of Glo- 
CESTER. In that little Difcourfe, he gives 
the Character both of M. de St. Eyre* 
M o N D, and of his Works. ** Whoever reads « 
•• thefe EflTays, fays he^ will acknowledge 
^' that he finds there a Finenefs of Expreflion, 
^' and a Delicatenefs of Thoi^ht, theEafinefs 
^^ of a Gentleman, the Exadnefs of a Scholar, 
^' and the good Senie of a Man of Bufinefs : 
'' That the Author is thorowly acquainted with 
*• the World, and hath conversed with the beft 
f * ibrt of Men to be found in it. His Subjeds 

^* arc 

• « «■ ■ . " 

' 10410. * In 8vo* 



PREFACE. ^ 

^* ate often great and noble^ and then he nevet 
*• fails to write up to them* When he (peaks 
*^ of the antient Romans, you would believe 
«« you were reading one of the fame Age and 
^* Nation : the fame Spirit, the fame noble 
^* Freedom, the fame unafFeded Greatnefs ap* 
^ * pear in both. If the iiibjei^ he chufeth be of 
*• a lower nature, he is fure to write that which 
^* is not common upon it ; there is ftiil fome- 
*• what new and agreeable, and beyond what 
*• you could cxpcO:4 However you were 
affected when you began to read him, he 
ains upon you inienfibly, and before yoit 
ave done, you take a pleaiure to be of the 
fame opinion with him. 
** The variety and choice of his Subjeds 
pleafes you no leis, than what he writes tip- 
•* on them. He perpetually entertains you 
*' with new objeds, and dwells not too long 
** upon any of them. As for Method, it is 
'* inconfiflent with his Defign, neither pre- 
** tends he to write all that can be &id : he 
** fets not up for a Teacher, but he inftrudfcs 
^' you unawares, and without pretending to 
** it. Every thing appears fo natural , that 
** the Art is hidden^ and yet the Obicrvet 
** finds all the Strokes of a Mailer's hand^ 
He knows cxacftly when to give oven All 
is fo well, youll wiih he had faid more j 
and yet when he concludes, you believe he 
** could not have ended betten He hath tru« 
«« ly ftody'd Nature in that point, that it ii 
•^ with the Mind as with the Body, they are 
Vol. I. ♦ ♦ V to 



cc 
c< 
«€ 
cc 

cc 



CC 
CC 



4 PREFACE. 

•• to be treated alike ; the defires of both 
•* ihould be fatisfy*d, yet fo that you are to 
•* rife with an Appetite.'* 

Mr. D R Y D £ N, in the other little Dilcourfe 
which immediately follows, and which like* 
wife contains the Charader of M onfieur d e 
ST^EvREMOND, and of his Works '^ lays, 
•^ There is not only a Juftnels in his Concep- 
*^ tions, which is the foundation of good 
*' Writing, but alfo a Purity of Language, 
** and a beautiful turn of Words, fo little 
•* underftood by modern Writers, and which 
'^ indeed was found at Rome but at the lat- 
^ ter end of the Commonwealth, and ended 
** with Petronius, under the Monar- 
** chy.'* 

He afterwards makes fome Obfervations on 
the Cenfurc Monfieur de st. Evremond 
hath pafs'd upon the Charader of £nea$ 
in V I R G I L % and then adds : '^ Be this laid, 
'' with all manner of Relped and Deference 
to the Opinion of Monfieur St. E v re- 
mo n t ; amongft whofe admirable Talents, 
•* that of Penetration is not the leaft: he 
«* generally dives into the very bottom of 
^* bis Authors, learches into the inmoft re- 
<* cefTes of their Souls, and brings up with 
** him thofe hidden Trealures, which had 
*« efcap'd the diligence of others." 

This 

' Thefe two little P'ucis an infertid dt large, in this Edition, 
VoU Ilh fag. $6 and()%. 

* See M. De St« Evremond*/ Refleftions upon the Fcencii 
Tfanflators, VoU II. f. 147. crfeti* 
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This Volume of Monficut de St. Evre- 
M o N dV Ejfays was fo well recciv'd by the 
Publick, that the Bookieiler made all the 
hafte he could to publiih another ; and in the 
tranflatiog of it, he employed Dr. Drake, 
Mr. Brown, Mr. Savage, Mr. Man- 
ning, and fome others, who did not think 
fit to let their Names be known. This Se- 
cond Volume came out in the year 1594. 
MnBROWN dedicated it ' to the Earl of 
Sunderland, and in the Dedication he 
compares Monfieur de St. Evremond 
to M o N X a I G N E, and even gives him the 
preference over that incomparable Writen 
^* I believe it will be agreed on all hands, 
** /ays hej that fince the Declenfion of the 
^^ Roman Eloquence and Empire, there never 
<< was a truer or nicer Judge of Men and 
^' Manners than our Author, or one in whom 
•• a fruitful Wit and a profoundnefs of Rea- 
*' fon were (b happily reconcird. Amongft 
his own Countrymen, or indeed any where 
elle, I find none that can difpute the Prize 
•• with him but Montaigne ; who was in 
'* truth an extraordii^ry Genius, and hath 
^' lefi: thofe remains behind him, that will 
*^ entertain and inftrud, as long as Mankind 
** preferves any tafte for Wit and good Senfe. 
•• Tho he writ in a very impolite Age, and 

♦ * 2 ** his 

* Mr. Bntvnft Name only appears in the Title, which runs 
thus : MiTcellaneous Eflays, by Mondeur De St* Evremont^ 
upon Philofophy, Hiftory, Poetry, Morality, Humanity, GaU 
uairy, xys, VoU tU Pone into EngUQi by Mr. Brown. In 8vo. 






PREFACE. 

his Language derives an unhappy TiniSarc 
from one of the worft Provinces of France ; 
yet there is fomething fo forcible, (b vigo-^ 
rous, and (o mafculine in his Expreffion, 
that after ail the confiderable Improve* 
ments the French Tongue hath received 
fince his time, it dill pleales, nay it charms 

^' and zShSts us. Now as all this, and a 
great deal more, may defervedly be faid 
in his Praife ; yet his warmefl: Admirers 
mud be forcM to confefe with me^ that 
Nicety was never his Talent ; that amongft 
his infinite variety of Citations (for as our 
Author fays very well of him, he's no 

** troublefom Hoft ; but when his own Con- 
verfation fails, him, he hath fome Friends 
to keep it up, till he hath got breath again) 

•* fome never deferv'd to be mentioned, and 
others are urg^d mal a fropos : in ihort, 
that his way of writing is too Pindarical^ 
and his Excurfions too Sequent. 'Tis trae^ 
he is fo complai^nt to his Reader, as never 
to leave him in any barren uncultivated 
Places ; he gives him an agreeable Vifta of 

'* Groves and Meadows: the Scene varies 
every moment, and confequently muft de- 
light him ; but ftill he makes him wander, 
dill he leads him out of the way, or at 

•* leaft for the iake of one beautiftd Prolped, 

*' carries him a Mile or two about: and this 

^* at long run cannot fail to difguft nice Per- 
fbns, who are in pain till they aa-rive at 
their Journey's end. On the other hand, 
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PREFACE. 7 

•* St. Evremont is not only Mafter of all 
•* thegood Qualities of Montaigne^ with- 
** out any of his Defects, butpoffefles feve- 
** ral others, to which the former was ei- 
ther altogether a Stranger, as Gallantry 
and a Delicatenefs of Difcernment, or 
elfe was but flightly acquainted with. 
To dilmifs this Comparifon, he hath a 
greater Depth of Penetration, a greater Juft- 
nefs in Reafoning, a better Tafle of polite 
Learning, and a more exquifite Knowledge 
of the World : not to fpeak of his Lan- 
guage, which will admit no Comparifon/' 
By this, and the preceding Padages, one 
liiay fee the high Value let on the Works of 
Monfieur de St. Evremond, under what- 
ever difadvantage they appeared. 

Mr. Brown fpeaks afterwards of the 
Tranflation of that Second Volume. •* My 
Friends, and I, /ays he^ did our bed En- 
deavours, but found, to our expence, it 
was equally difficult to imitate andcran- 
••* flatc St. Evremont. The Periods c- 
'•• very where fo harmonious, andyetfoun- 
aflei^ed ; the Language (o comprehenfive, 
and yet (b clear ; lb polite, and yet fo nai- 
• • tural ; that tho we could pretend to have 
<' reach'd his meaning in all places, which is 
•• no eafy matter in an Author fo very nice 
** and penetrating ; yet we cannot, without 
•• a fenfible regret, obferve how much wc 
W have fallen below the Original.'* 

f * 3 At 
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At length, all that had appeared in Engliih 
under the name of Monfieur de St. E vre-- 
MOND, was colled:ed into one Body, ancj 
publifli'd in the year 1700, in two large 
Volunnies in OBavo^ with the Title of The 
Works of Monfieur de St. Evremont \ The 
Editor, in a fliort Advertifement prefixed to 
the firft Volume, defires the Reader to take 
potice, *• That this Tranflation pf the 
** Works of Monfieur D E St. Evremont 
f* was done from a Copy of the laft French 
•* Edition correded in many Places by the Pen 
•• of the Author, and on that account prefe? 
" rable to any yet publilh'd : "^ which feems 
to infinuate, as if it were a new Tranfla- 
tion, tho it was indeed the fame which had 
appear'd before. The truth is, it had beea 
cpmpar'd with a French printed Copy, where- 
in Monfieur de St. Evremond made fe- 
veral Corrections with his own Hand, and 
had partly mark'd the Pieces which were 
falfly attributed to him •• But for all thefe 
Corredipns, there remain'd ftill in that Edi* 
tion a prodigious number of Faults ; and it 
was very far from having the petfedion of 
the Original, as I am going to demonftrate, 
by comp^iring the Editions of 169;^ and 1700, 
^ith that we ppw publiih. • 

f Printed fir A. and J ChurchilL 

! Thofe Pieces amonnted very near to the Qtdk of on^ of th$ 
Volumes, for they made up 27 Sheets, and each Volumt confifigd 

hut of 12 or II. ' ' ' ; ' .. : :fy.. 
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In the Fragment of Friendjhip without 
Frtendjhip^ after Moofieur de St. Evre- 
M o N D had been fpeaking of the Stray ings of 
the Heart, and of the Diforders it caufes in 
Love as well as in Friendihip, unlefs direded 
by Reafbn ; they add, in the Volume pub* 
lifh'din 1692 ' : 

'' Behold the end of Love and Friend^* 
•* ihips. 
•• tipon the Heart, by Reafons juft and 
reafonable, whofe Divifion the Mind can 
take, there is no Rupture to be appre* 
hended ; for either it remains the whole 
Life, or it is infenfibly difengag*d with Dift 
*' cretion and Diligence. It is certain that 
Nature hath put in our Hearts (bmethiog 
of Laughter, if one may fay (b, fomc 
(ecret Principle of Afied^ion, that con* 
ceals what's tender, that explains it fel^ 
*^ and is communicable with Friends. But 
*' the u(e of it hath not been receiv'd and 
** authorised amongft Men» but only as much 
as to render Life more peaceable and more 



cc 



c< 



•* happy J 
I denn 



lire the Reader to give me leave to 
make two Remarks here. The firft \s^ That 
I cannot apprehend how the Tranflator of 
this Volume could publifh fuch a continued 
piece of unintelligible Nonlenfe as this is ; or 
at lead, palm it upon the world for Monfieur 
PE St. Evremond's. 'Tis true hefoUowed 

* ♦ 4 the 
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the printed French Copy ; but if he had 
made the lead ufe of his Judgment, he might 
eafily have perceived it was (b corrupted as 
to be uncapable of a Tranflation. But this 
is not the only Paflage where the Tranflators 
of Monfieur de St. Evremond's Works 
are contented to fubftitute a certain number 
of Engliih words for as many French, with- 
out troubling themfelves whether or no they 
tarried a falfe or ridiculous meaning, or in- 
deed, whether they were capable of any 
fenfe at all. 

My fecond Remark is. That thofe Criticks 
of the firft rank, who think it fo eaiy a 
matter to fill up the Chafms, or to reftore 
the true Reading of Greek or Latin Authors, 
and who ib boldly pronounce, It muft be 
read thus, or thus » ; would perhaps be a 
little more timorous and circumfpecf^ in their 
Decifions, if they confider'd the difficulties 
they would be put to, fhould they undertake 
to reftore this PafTagc of Monfieur de St. 
EvREMOND ex ingenio, or that of any 
other modern Author, whofe Language they 
are perfed matters of. This Paflage would 
fiirnifh the French Critics with a very good 
opportunity for a fair Trial of Skill. And 
our own learned and fagacious Countrymen 
needed only, for example, defire fbme of 
their Friends to tranfcribe a few PalTages out 

of 

' Ita legas, me Auftorci &c. 
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of our Poets, or other Englilh Writers, and 
to leave purpofely in them a Lacune, or to 
change a few Words or Lines ; and afterwards 
take it upon themfelves to fill up thofe La^ 
cunes^ or re-eftabliih thofe Words or Lines: 
and by the trouble they would find to hit 
upon the Terms and Pnrafes of the Author, 
they might draw very mortifying Inferences 
with refpe(% to the Emendations they attempt 
to make in the Greek and Latin Writers, 
whofe Language, I believe, no body now 
will pretend to underftand fb well as they 
do their own. When I have the Pleafure to 
fee Shakespear perfedly reftored, to 
name but one, I ihall then hope V i r g i l or 
Horace may in time have the iame good 
Fortune. 

To return to Monfieur deSt.Evrbmond, 
this Fragment ofFrtendjhip without Friend-^ 
/hip (which of all his Pieces, was, I think, 
the worfl treated) appeared to a little better 
advantage in the Engiilh Edition of 1 700 ' ; 
by means of the French Copy, corrected in 
many places by the ^en of the Author^ and 
there the abovementioned Pailage Hands 
thus : 

*' And this is the common Fate of Love 
^' and Friendfhip. But if the Heart grounds 
** its Affei^ions upon jufl; and iblid Reafbns, 
'* there is no Rupture to be apprehended ; 
'^ for either it lafts {q long as a Man lives, or 

<• it 

hi 

\ Vol. I. p, 40^. 
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it infenfibly breaks off with Difcretion 
and Speed. It is certain, that Natare hath 
plac'd in our Hearts fomething gay and 
laughing, fomc fecret Principle of Affec- 
tion, which conceals its own Tenderneis 
from others, but opens and communicates 
" it felf to its Friends. But the ufe of it 
'' hath been no further received and autho- 
riz'd amongfl: Men, than as it may render 
Life more eafy and happy/' 
This Paflage is here much more tolerable, 
as I faid, than it was in the Edition of 1691 ; 
yet ftill it is very far from a faithful reprcfen* 
tation of the Author's Thought, and the 
beauty of his Expreffion. There arc even 
ibme Lines of it which have no Senfe at all : 
for, pray, what is that fomething gay and 
laughing which Nature hath placed In our 
Hearts ; and what arc we to underftand by 
that fecret Principle of AffeBion^ which 
conceals its own Tendernefs from others^ 
but opens and communicates it felf to its 
Friends ? 

But the Author himfelf wrote the Paflage 
after the following manner* and as it (lands 
in this prefent Edition '. 

*' This is the common fate of Love, and 
Friendihip founded on the Heart. As for 
thofe juft and reaibnable ties faftened and 
direded by the Judgment, there is no 
rupture to be apprehend^ ; for either 

" they 

* Vol, IL pag. %^% 
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♦* they kft for life, or infenfibly wear off 
•• with difcretion and decency. It is oer* 
tain that Nature hath plac'd in oar hearts 
a Loving Faculty, (if I may fo fpeak) Ibme 
iecret principle of AfTeiStion, fome hidden 
flock of Tenderneis, which opens and com- 
'* municates it ielf in time. But the ufe of 
** it hath been no farther received, S?r/* 

I thought my felf obliged to fhew, by this 
Example, how much the Works of Monfieur 
DE St. Evremond, publifh'd during his 
Life, were defective, and how faithfully all 
the Ridicule and Nonfcnlc of the Tranfcri- 
bers was prelerv'd in the Englifti Tranflation. 
TTis very hard to conceive how the Tranfla- 
tors could im^ine that Monfieur de St. 
EvREMOND was Capable of writing fiich 
ftufF: and if they were fo juft as not to attri- 
bute it to him, how could they be at the 
pains to tranflate it into their own Language, 
8tnd to publifh it under his Name ? But after 
all, 'tis poflible they had no thought at all of 
this nature ; and that looking upon them« 
felves, not in the quality of Criticks, who 
are obligM to ule their Judgment, but only 
as Fellows honefUy paid for turning into Eng- 
lifti a certain number of French Pages ; they 
thought themfelves bound to furnifti, as men 
of pundual prqbity, the whole Task that 
was prefcrib'd them, without being in the 
lead concerned about the Senfe and Meaning 
of the Author. To this muft be added, their 
fenprinc? of tlje French Language, which 

they 
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they underftood but by halves ; and as they 
thought it a lofs of time to have recourfe to 
a Didionary, what they did was but mere 
gucfs-work. Thus we find that in other 
Places, where the French Impreflion had luf- 
iferM no Alteration, but was conformable to 
Monfieur deSt. Evremond's Manufcripts, 
they have neverthelcfe committed very groft 
Faults, and made him fay many things quite 
different from what he had written ; nay, 
fuch Fooleries and Impertinences, as mofl 
^^redly he was no way capable of; Here 
are fbme Examples of it, which I extra<3: 
ftom the Edition of 1700- 

In his Judgment upon Seneca^ Plutarch 
and Tetronius, Monfieur de St. Evre- 
MOND comparing Seneca to Plutarch, 
with refpeiS: to their manner of treating Mo- 
rality, fays', ** That Plutarch unafZec* 
ted and convinced himfelf of the Truths he 
advances, eafily perfiiades others : but that 
SenecaV mind labours and Jirains to 
** wind up its felf to Virtue ; and as ifjhe 
•* was a perfect Stranger to him^ he has 
«• need to furmount himfelf *.'* Inftead of 
thiSj they made him fay'. That Seneca 
labours and fjueats in the Caufe of Virtuey 

and 



* Sa Vol. I. /. 1^^- of this Edition* 

^ L'efprit de Seneque fe bande & s*anime a la Vertu; & 
comme fi ce lui ccoit une chofe ctrangere, il a befbin de (e 
furmonter Ini-meme. OEVrRES MESLE'^ES de M. de 
St. Evrcmont, Tom, /. f* 241. Edition d*Amfi9rdam^ 16 99^ 

» Vol. L pag. ii8. Edit, of 1700. 
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and as if Jhe were a ferfeB Stranger to us^ 
takes fains to recommend her : which is 
not the fame thing; for Mopfieur db St. 
EvREMOND doth not lay, that Seneca 
treats of Virtue, as if jhe were a ferfeSt 
Stranger to us ; but that he excites himielf 
to Virtue, as if Jhe were a ferfe£i Stranger 
to him. 

Here are Ibme other Examples taken from 
the ^ifcourfe to the Marefchal d e C r e qj; r, 
who had askM Monfieur de St. £v&£« 
MOND, In what temper his Mind was^ 
and what were his thoughts of all Things in 
his old Age. Dr. Drake was the Tranf^ 
lator of this Piece, as appears by the Title 
of it.. 

Monfieor de St. Evremond fays there« 
in ', That for the ten years paft, which he 
had Ipent in foreign Countries^ he had had 
the happinefs to enjoy the Converlation of 
ieveral Perfons of Wit, and of as much Merit 
as Quality, whofe Society had been the great- 
eft Comfort of his Life. He afterwards adds, 
I formerly thought that there were no welU 
bred and folite Men but in our Court ■ •• but 
Dr, Drake makes him fay \ I have for* 
merty thought that there were no Men of 
Honour but in our Court ; /which is fb abfurd 



' VoU //. fag. €$» ofthls Edition^ 

* J'avois cru autrefois qu'il n'y avoit d*honnetes gens qu^en 
ootre Cour. O E UVK £S MESLS! E S, Tom. Ill fag. 25. 
ttbi fopra. 

^ VqL IL f. 2%. Edit, rf 1700. 
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a Miftake, that I cafnnot imagine how be 
could be guilty of iu 'Tis trae, the French 
Expredion, honnStes gens^ fignifies Men of 
Honour and Trobity^ as well as polite and 
well-bred Terfons : but is it not a Maxim 
known to the very School-boys, that when 
We tranilate an Author, and that any of the 
Terms he ufes hath different Significations^ 
we muft not take the firfl: that comes upper- 
mod in our thoi^ht, at a venture, but choofe 
that which bed agrees with his end and inten*. 
tion ? And if Dr, Drake had made the 
lead u(^ ^f his Difcerument, would not he 
have perceived that the Court of France^ 
which is the thing Monfleur deSt. Evre* 
M o N D is fpeaking of, and the whole Series 
of the Di(cour(e, required him to underdand 
that Expredioh of Tolitenefs of Manners^ 
and not oi Honour and Probity ? Did he then 
mean to expofe Monfieur de St. Evre- 
M o N D to the Laughter of the Engliih, by re- 
preienting him as a Man capable of fancying, 
there were no Men of Honour and Virtue^ 
but in the French Court ? 

In the next Page', Monfieur de St. 
EvREMOND had faid. When I amdeprivd 
of the Converfation of the Men of the World, 
I have recourfe to that of the Learned^ : 
Dn Drake hath tranflated it"*: When I 

want 

* lhid.pAg. 70. 

* Quand je fuis priv^ du commerce des gens da moode^ y*af 
recours a celui des Savans. Aid»fn £7« 

' Pag* i5« ubifupra. 
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w/mt the Company of Men of Converfation^ 
I have recourfe to the Learned. , Which en- 
tirely perverts Monficur d e St. E v r e- 
M o N D ' s meaning : for, firft, he does not 
lay^ When I want the Company of Men of 
Converfation, but when I am deprived of 
the Converfatlon of the Men of the World : 
Secondly, They make him fay, that when 
he wants the Company of Men of Convert 
Jatlon^ he has recourfe to the Learned ; as 
if the Learned only were Men of Conver-* 
fation. An egregious inflance this of the 
harry and negligence of ibme even of our 
bed: Tranflators! 

Some Pages farther Monfieur d e S r. 
EvREMOND fays ', That ** next to the 
** Study of polite Learning (for which he had 
a more particular afiedtion) he lov'd the 
Science of thofe great Lawyers and Civi- 
lians^ who might themfelves be Legifla*^ 
** tors ; who re-afcend to that original Juftice 
•• that fettled human Society ; who know 
•* what Liberty Nature allows in eftablifh*d 
*• Governments, and how far the natural 
*• Liberty of private Per Jons is rejtraifpd 
•* for the public k Good^ by necejfary Toli- 
** ticks '.** Dr. Drake hath tranflated 
thefe lafl words thus' : ** That know what 

" Liberty 

» Ihtd. p, 71. 

* Qui connoiiTent ce que la Nature nous laifle de Libertd 
dans les Governemens ctablis^ & ce qu*en ote aux particuliers^ 
pour le bien public, la neceffit^ de la Politique. Ibid, p. z% 

J Pag. 25. 
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*• Liberty Nature permits in eftablifli'd Go-* 
•* vernmeots, 2lvA what for the fuhlick Good^ 
*• eafes private Men of the burden of ^oli^ 
•• ticks ; " Which doth not in any wife re* 
prefent the Author's Senle ; or^ to ipeak more 
properly, any Senfe at all. 

Now let us give one or two more Examples 
out of other Pieces. 

In the Letter to Mr* * * *, who could not 
endure that the Earl of St. Albans Jhould 
be in love in his old Age^ Monfieur d e S t. 
EvREMOND, to jumfy the old Men who 
have an Inclination flill to love, fays gal- 
lantly ' ; The greateft pleafure that old Men 
have left them^ is to live ; and nothing con- 
vinces them more that they live^ than that 
they love \ Inftead of that, they wrote 
thus ^ : The only fleajure that old Men 
have left them^ is to love ; and nothing fe-^ 
cures their Life Jo effectually as that. 

In the Chara^er that Monfieur i?B St« 
EvREMOND hath drawn of himfeli^ he fays, 
Ipeaking of his Religion ♦, that his Tiety 
conjifted rather in Juftice and Charity than 
in Tenance : but they made bim fay % As 
for Religion, he makes his Tiety confji more 

in 



^ Vol 11. /, jog. of this Edition. 

* Le plus grand plaifir qui refte aux vieilles gtns, c*efl: de 
vivre ; & rien ne les afleure fi bien de leur vie que leur Amour. 
OEUVRES MESLE'ES, Tom.V.f.^U uW fupr, 

» Vol. Ih p. 459, Edit, ofiyoo. 

^ Sii the Life of MonHeur de St. Evremond, p, dviif* 

S See the Chard^ler of Monfieur de St. Evremond hy kiffffelf$ 
prefixed to the Ift Volume of the Edition of 1 700. 

t 
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i» Jufike and Charity, than in Repentance : 
where it muft firft be obferv'd, that there is 
no Oppofition betwewi Jufiice and Charity^ 
and Repentance ; and in the fecond place, 
that they attribute to Monfieor d e S x. Ev re- 
mo n d ao abominable thought, by making 
him exclude Repentance from his ReJigion* 
It requir'd but a very fmall Attention^ to per- 
ceive that the French word Tenitence Sig- 
nify 'd here nothing but the Fadings, Aufl:e« 
rities and Mortifications which the Church 
of Rome prcfcribes, and which we expreft^ 
very well in Englifli by the "^oxdiTenance^ in 
contradiflindion to Repentance. 

But here's already more than needed, to 
convince the Publick, with what enormous 
Faults the Englifli Tranflation of Monfieur 
DE St. Evremond's Works abounded: 
whence will eafily appear the neceflity there 
was of lending them abroad in a drels more 
agreeable and uieful to the Eogtiih Reader ; 
and that ihould, at the fame time, do more 
juftice and honour to their Author. 

The French Edition of Monfieur d e St. 
EvREM ON d's Works, which Dr. Silver* 
TRE and my felf publifliM in 1705:, from 
the Manufcripts of the Author, is the foun- 
d^oion upon which I have built : but as there 
are feveral Pieces in that Edition, which, to 
be underftood, do fbppofe a thorowknow* 
iedge of the French Tongue, or only relate 
to certain Fa<^s, or AUudons to particular 
PafTages between Monfieur d £ St. E v r e* 

Vol.1. ••* MOND 
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M o N D and fbme of his Friends ; I did not 
think that fuch Pieces would be to the Tafte 
of Engiiih Readers. I have even omitted all 
bis Poems, feeing that the Verles which 
were in the former Engiiih Editions, and 
are prcferved in this, were but a loofe Para- . 
phrafe, and did often deviate from the fenfe 
of the Original, Neither have I given three 
Comedies of Monfieur deSt. Evremond; 
whereof the firft is a kind of Satyr againft the 
French Academy ; the fecond was written to 
expofe. French Opera's^ where every thing is 
unnaturally fung ; and the third, which is 
partly an imitation of Ben. Johnson's 
Sir Politick Would-be^ is a lively Pidhire of 
the Ridicule of certain Perfons of different 
Nations ; as of a Chimerical Englijh Toliti^ 
cian ; of a French Gafcon Marquis ; of a 
German Traveller, ^c. The two firft Co- 
medies would not have been intelligible, and 
the third would not have been entertaining. 

As I have retrench'd fome of the Notes of 
the French Edition, which I had made to ex- 
plain to the French Readers certain things 
regarding England ; fo have I likewife added 
feveral new ones here, to enable the Englifli 
Readers the better to underftand what con- 
cerns certain Fads or Perfons, which arc not 
Efficiently known on this fide the Seas. 

I ihall not inlarge in this place upon the 
Works of Monfieur de St. Evremond, 
nor fay any thing of his Perfon, to avoid re- 
peating what Dr.SiLVESXRB has fo w^eli 

done 
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done in his Treface \ and what I have my 
felf fb particularly treated in our Author's 
Life. I (hall rather take notice, that as in 
publifhing the original Works of MonHeur 
DE St, Bvremond, we excluded all the 
Pieces that were not his ; fo in the Year 1705 
I publiihM at Amfterdam a Colle6iion of the 
bed of thofe latter % which was fb well re- 
ceive beyond Sea, that it hath been feveral 
times reprinted as well in- France as in Holland. 
For this reafon I have added here, in the 
third Volume, the choiceft of thole Pieces. 

To thefe I have prefixed the Memoirs of the 
^vtchefs of Mazarin, written in her 
Name by the Abbot d e S t. Re a l, and 
which make a part of the CoUediion printed 
beyond Sea ; not doubting but the Engliih 
Readers will be glad to perufe the Adventures 
of a Lady fo well known in this Country, 
and whom Monfieur de St. Evremond 
hath, by his Writings, ftill renderM more fa- 
mous. Thefe Memoirs reach to the time ihe 
retired to Chambery, where fhe liv'd in a kind 
of Privacy till fhe came hither : and as in the 
Life of Monfieur deSt. Evremond, I have 
related the mod confiderable Events of her 
Life, fince her Arrival in England ; fb in 
joining thefe two Works, the Reader may 



♦ ♦ * 



2 have 



' That Preface wiw frefix'd, and chiefly relates to the firft 
French Original Edition of Af. de St. Evremond's fVorksy printed 
at London in the Tear 1705. The Reader ivill find it in the he* 
ginning of the third Vokmi j where the Printer placed it^ in 
order, Iftippofe^ to make that Volume equal to the other two, 

• That Collodion is intitled. Melange curieux dcs meillcures 
Pieces attributes a Monfieur de St. Evremond^ vc. 2 Vol m 
i2mo. 
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have» in fome manner, a compieat Hiflory o£ 
this Ducchefs, who was no lefs famous for 
her Beaacy than her Misfortunes. 

I have revised the Tranflation t)f the Pieces 
attribated to Monfieur deSt. Evremokd, 
and particularly that of Madam M a z a r i £iV 
Memoirs^ which was full of fiicfa blundering 
and comical MiHiakes', that I m^ht berie 
fufficiently cKvert the Readers, were it not 
high time to finiih this Prefiice, which is bop 
too long already. 

However, I mud not forget to inform the 
Publick, that the Memoirs of' the Life of the 
Earl ^/Rochester, in a Letter to the 
^utchefs of Mazaki's, fct before his 
fForis, were not written by Monfieur d e S t. 
EvREMOND, to whom they are aforib-d. 
>fever was any thiDg more t emote Ifroin his 
genius and manner. I am bonnd to fay as 
much of the Reflexions upon the ^TkHrine 
ef E^iCMK us. They were firft tr anflated 
by Mr. Brown in the Year 1 594, and pub* 
liih^d as a genuine Work of Monfieur d e S t. 
Eyremond's : but in the Edition of 17009 
they were preceded by a fliort Advertiie- 
inent % wherein the Editor was fincere enough 
to tell the World, that this Difoourfe was not 
written by Monfieur de St. Evremont, 
as he himfelfowns in his Efiftle to the Mo- 
dern 



* tht Author calls himfelf P. Porter Efq; I made ufe of the 
Edition of 1676m 

* In this Advertifement *tis ajfur*d, that this DifcoMrfi i; 
huilt upon Monfieur de St. Evremond*s Hypothefis^ and writtm 
after his manner i which is a double falfity. 
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dern Leoathim ". After this, there is reafon 

to wonder, tbat this Piece, or rather part of 

it, ihould be tranflated afrefh, and pobliih'd 

under the name of Monfieur d e S r. £ v r e- 

MOND, at the head of Epicurus*/ Mo^ 

ralsj printed in 1712, together with feveral 

Refledions join'd to it % which, to /peak it 

en faffant^ are but a mere Tranflation from 

the Morale d*E^icurey publifli'd at Paris in 

the Year 1685, by the Baron Des Qoutures. 

Neither is there anything of Monfieur de 

St. Eyremond^s in the Book printed at 

London in 1707, and intitied. The Mifcel^ 

laneous Remains of Cardinal Perron, Pr^* 

JidentTnxxAHMS^ Mmfieur St. EvRSMONTt 

®r. abridged and done into Englijh^ with a 

Preface. And the Reader may reft affiir'd, 

that all the Pieces attributed to him, which 

are not either in thefe three Engiilh Volumes, 

or in the French Editions wherein I have been 

concern'd, viz^ thofe printed at London, in 

1705 ; at Amfterdamin 1705$ at Paris (un^ 

der the name of London) in 1 7 1 1 ; and at 

Amfterdam again in 1726, which is the beft 

of all ; are Ipurious, or were left out of his 

Works for the reafons I have given in his 

Life. There 

' In the Second Voktmiy ^. 3^J« of this Edition. 

* The Title at fidl length is : Epkurus*s Morals, tranflated 
iirom the Greeks by John Digby Ef^; with Commeats and Ro- 
flexions taken out of feveral Authors. ' Alfo Ifoccates's Advic« 
CO Demonictts ; done out of the Greek by the (ame hand. To 
which is added^ An Eflay onEptoiras^s Morals, written by Mon- 
ilenr St« Evremont, and made Englifli by Mr« Johnfbn* 
The Englijh Tranflater made ufe of the Edition printed at the 
Hague ini6S6. See the Hiftoire Critique de la Republique des 
Xettres, tant anciennc que mbderne 1 Tom. 11. f. 299^190. 
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There now remains nothing more for me 
to add, but that for the Satisfaction of thole 
wh(^ are fond of knowing the mod minute 
Particulars relating even to the Perfons as 
well as the Charaders of celebrated Men, 
I have here given the Pidure of Monfiear 
DE St. Evremond much nearer the Life, 
and better engraved than any that hath hither- 
to appeared ; and likewiie a very exa<^ Print 
of his Tomb. 

In this fecond Edition \ I have inferred a 
letter to my Lord G a l l w a y, which was 
not in the firft ; and tranfeoied fbme Pieces, 
in order to give them a place more ^reeable 
to the time of their Compofition. I have 
corred:ed the Tranflation in many places, and 
brought it nearer to the Original ; tho I rea- 
dily own that it might dill be farther improv- 
ed. I have alio corredled the Notes, and 
added feveral new ones. 

The Colle£{im of the bed Pieces attributed 
to Monfieur de St. Evremond, is alfo 
enlarged with Ibme others, that were likewiie 
aicribed to him; and among thefe are the 
RefleEiions upon the ^oUrine of Evicvkvs 
above- mention'd, which have been efteemed 
by good Juc^es, and even by Monfieur d e 
St. Evremond himfelf. 

There are fo many Corredions, Altera- 
tions, and Additions in the Life of Monfieur 
DE St. Evremond, that it may, in fomc 
meafiure, be accounted a new Work. 

The 

' Tit firfi Edition *was fuhUfi'd in the mmh tfO^oher I7i3« 



PREFACE* ly 

The ffaare Df. S i lve s t r e had in the firft 
French Edition of Monfieur de St.EvrEt 
mond's Works, as well as the Frieodfhip 
there was between us, obliges me to give 
here a fhort Account of his Life. 

Dr. Peter Silyestre was born at Ton- 
niens upon the Garonne, in the Year 1662. 
After he had gone thro* a Courfe of Philolb- 
phy, his Father, who was a noted Sollicitor 
in the Parliament of Bourdcaux, fent him ac 
eighteen years of Age to Montpellier, in order 
to (ludy Phyfick, where Moineur B a r b e y« 
r A c, a Gentleman who was diftinguiih'd for 
his skill in that Profeflion, honour*d him (b 
far as to undertake the care and direction of 
his Studies. He applied himfelf to Anatomy 
under M.Vieussens, and made a confide- 
table progrefs in it. From thence he went to 
Paris, with a defign to perfect: his Studies in 
Phyfick 2 but the repealing of the Edi6l of 
Nantes, obliged him to retire into foreign 
Countries. 

He went firft into Holland, where fome 
Ledures of Anatomy, which he read at 
Amfterdam, gained him great Reputation, 
and recommended him to the domeftick Ser- 
vice of the Prince of O r a n g e. He folio w'd 
that Prince into England in i588 ; and the 
next Year he was carried into Ireland by the 
Duke of Schomberg, General of hisMa- 
jefties Forces there : but not having taken 
care of getting himfelf put upon the Eftablifh- 
ment, as Phyfician to the Army, upon the 
Duke's Death, he return'd again into England. 

The 
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The King wou'd have ieot him over iota 
FIaQder$, as Phyfician to the Army \ but he 
choie rather to continue at Loiulon, where 
be had many Friends. The Duke of M o n- 
TAGUEy who bad known him at Paris, 
eogaged him to travel into Italy with the 
Lord MouNTHERMBR bis Son; after 
which he took bim into his Family, and 
fixed him there by favours fiiitable to his 
Grace's high Rank and Generofity. 

When we publiihM M, db St. Evrb- 
M ON d's Works, he defired he might dedicate 
that Edition to the Duke of Montague 
as a Teftimony of his Gratitude. 

The Duke dying in 1709, left Dr. Sil» 
Vest RE at liberty to apply himfelf wholly 
to his Profeflion^ in which he gained a di- 
(linguifhed Reputation^ and continued in it 
till his Death^ which happened on the 1 5th 
of April 1718. 

His free and eafy Behaviour render'd his 
Converlation very agreeable, in which he 
applied his Reading in the bell and properefl: 
manner. His healthful and pleafant Coun- 
tenance made a very happy imprellion upon 
the minds of his Patients. He had a good 
taflie of MuHc, Painting, and the other li- 
beral Arts. He thorowly underflood Ana« 
tomy, the Practice of Phyfick, and Chy- 
miflry. His Death was undoubtedly a very 
great lofs to the Publick. 

London, July 5, I728» 

I THE 



tH E 

L I F E 

Ot liOKSIEUB, 

t)E ST. EVREMONft 

T O 

MONSIEUR BAYI*£* 



S fR. 

BHE fevourabie Judgment yoii vreti 
plezs'd CO pafk upon the Life of 
Monfieur de St. Evremond^ 
which, at your requeft, I haci the 
{ibnour to cranfmit to you a ynu- agb, Ila* eil- 
gaged me tct revife it, in Order to render it fome- 
wtmt ittoDe -vnirthy <^ your approbacion : md 
yoH have here the moft importatiti. the moft 
Vol L a lajtiaus 
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curious Particulars I have been able to colleft, 
relating to riiis celebrated Writer. To thefc I 
Ihall add the Hiftory of his Works, and give the 
fubftance of them too, as far as the compais of 
thefe Memoirs will allow* You will quickly 
perceive. Sir, that the world has a very impcr- 
fedt notion of M. de St. Evremond : 
the generality, indeed, look upon him as a man 
of good Judgment, exquifite Tafte, and nice 
Difcemment ; but they know not that he had 
confiderable Employments in the Army, and 
that he merited the efteem of the greateft Com- 
manders- of his age. We muft therefore tack 
the Soldier to the Wit : we muft look upon M. 
D £ S T. £v R £ MP N D as an Officer of diftin£tion, 
who was always fond of Literature *, as a re- 
fined Courtier, who never wrote but either to 
amufe himfelf, or to gratify his Friends. 



k 
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M. DE St. Evremond was defcended of 
one of the bell Families in Normandy, and the 
bcft related, both by the Women that «narriedout 
of, and into it. Giles de Marouetel^ 
Caftelan or Baron of St. Denis le Guaft, mar- 
ried Magdalen Martel^ fifter to Stephen Mar- 
tel, Bilhop of Coutance, of the Branch of Baf- 
quevillc-Martel. - Jo h n his fon, who took the 
Name and Coat of Arms of St. Denis ', married 
Catherine Martely of the Branch of Fonteinc- 
Martel ; by whom he had fix Daughters % and 
two Sons, viz. Hepry who died a Batchelor^ 

and 



* fki Lmrifi^ of $U Denis k Gnaft, viithin thm U^jm 
rf CouiAnci^ in Lower Normandy, wds brought into tht /4* 
nnU/ Whit Mother^ tho Heirefs of$t» [ 

^ Tktfiuo oUoft Daughtors wero mArriod to Meffenn do 
FiervijUfy de SMtv^ny-'GamHens, do Tnuvilk^ dn MtpuU 
Poijpm, and do Fomonay-Hauhort. ViorvUk^ du Mtfmli 
Pofffon^ and Fontondy^ wort Protoftants. 
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and Charles. Charles de St. Denis 
nurried Charlotte de Rouville ' ; defcended from 
Tames de Rouville Lord of Grainvillc, and 
nx>m Diana le Veneur, Daughter of Taneg\qr 
le Veneur, Count de TiUieres. She was fifter 
to Mary le Veneur, the wife of Paul Count 
de Salms, Great Chamberlain of Lorrain ; and 
mother of Chriftiana de Salms, who marry'd 
Francis of Lorrain Count de Vaudemont. 
Ch a r le s had feven Children, viz. a Daugh- 
ter who died young, and fix Sons, Francis j cal- 
led DE Hellande; y^bHy called de la 
Belovtiere, an Abbot ; Charles^ called d e 
St. Evremond ; Teter^ called de Gri- 
me sni l; Henry^ called delaNeuville; 
and PbUip^ caQed le Tan us. Befides thefe 
diftindijons, founded on the names of Manors, 
belonging to die Caftelany or Barony of St. 
Denis, a ibrt of Simame was alfo given in the 
family to thefe fix Brothers, alluding to their 
particular Characters : for, St. Denis die el- 
deft, was called the Honeft Man ; the Abbot, the 
Crafty Man-^ St. Evremond, the fFiti 
Grimesnil, the Soldier -, L a Neuville, 
the Seau \ and L e Tan v s, the Hunter. 

CHARLssf DE S T. Denis, Lord of St. 1613, 
Evremond % was bom at St. Denis le 

a 2 Guaft, 

• 

' darhiHi d$ Rumlb mMnitd vnth derhs de hUrgrf" 
tAy L$rd 0f Su Dims du Gas* Sa the Genealogical and 
Chionolog^cal Hifiory of the Royal Family of France, and 
0f the g^t Officer! of the Crown, iy Faihr Anftkni» 
Tem^ U. fMi. )4^5. $fthi Paris iditkn in 1711. 

* St. EYrcmond, cr as they eaU is in Normandy, St Ebre- 
flKMfed, is d UrdJInp in. $hi BlMan if Coutam: *Tis saUed 
Su Ebremond-fur-POron, to dsfiingji^ it from St. Ebremood 
dc Senoilli and St* Ebreaoond de BonfoflK, fuhiih are in the 
BkRm'sf su Le. UsnmniimitoriifiiMtfy frm^7.^r%M* 



i« THE LIFE O F 

1613. Guaft, on the firftday of April 1613. Beii^ 

one of the younger Sons % he was defign'd 

; for, the Gown ; and as foon as he was niof 

1622. years old, was fent to Paris to be brod ^ 

Scholar. He was enter'd in the fecond Form in 

; the College of Clermont ; and continued there 

. four years, during which he went thro* Gram- 

1626. mar-learning and Rhetorick *. He went next 
to the Univerfitv of Caen, in order to ftudf 
Philofophy, continued there only one year, aad 

1627. then returned to Paris, where he purfu*d the 
fame ftudy one year longer in die Colkgie of 
Harcourt. He diftinguifh'd himfelf no le6 iii 
the Academical Exercifes, dian by Im Studies i 
and excelPd particularly in Fencing ; inibmqck 
that St. Evremon^s Pafs^ was famous among 
thofe Ikill'd in the fcience* 

1628. As fix>n as he had gone thro' PhUofophv, and 
learnM his Exerdfes, he b^an to (hiay the 
Law : but whether his relations had then other 
views, or bis inclination bent him to Arms, he 
quitted that (hidy after he had followed it fome* 

1629. what more than a fwelvemonth ; and was made 
an Enfign before he was full fixteen years of 
age. After he had ferv'di. two or three Cam- 

1632. paigns, he obtained a Lieutenant's Commiflion \ 
and had a Company of Foot ^ven hkn, after 

1637. the Siege of La»drecy. 

1638. A military life did not hinder M. de St. 
£v R£ M ON D from cultivating Philoibphy and 

the 

MONt^i SanAus Cvenniiiidus, v)ha Ihsd m thiyiUb «r VHUfc 
CintMP^y and was Ahhot if Fomtn^ptr-Omf jm tim B^fth 
h$i Rtlicks an keft a$. CreU, uithm tm hapifi iffm^<. 

' Hh Jbart was iQOOo Ihn'es /» sn^n^i ast4 4P0^ ff 
t?vo hundrid Crowns a^year, which i$ 4 ^fHS, dul fint « 
joun^er Brothir^ in Norman^. 

* H§ learns h'ts RhitorUk smitr Fathtf C4May0, ^ whm 
morih$rtafi§r. 
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Ac Belks Lettres : mdit loon fared with him, 167b. 
with regard to Philofophy, as it cx>mmonly does 
with peribns who, in a riper age, bethink them- 
fclves of making ufe of their own Re^fon. He 
examined whether his Mafters had giren him a 
mie infight into the nature of things ; but the 
farther he purfu'd his inquiries, the mwe he was 
ienfible of the ranity of their pretences : what 
they had often laid down to him for moft evi- 
dent Troth, fcarce appearing to him within the 
verge of Probability. ** ^^en I had reach'd, 
** fays he himfelf % that period of a man's Age 
*' which iits his underftanding for the purfuit of 
•• Knowledge, I had a curiofity to comprehend 
•* the nature of Things ; and foon prefum*d that 
I had attained to it. The leaft proof feem*d 
to me a demonftration, and a probability paf- 
** fed for a truth : nor can I exprcfe with what 
contempt I Iook*d down upon thofe whom I 
thought ignorant of thofe things, which I 
" flattered my felf I knew pcrfeAly well. At 
length, continues be^ when age, and experi- 
ence, which unhappily never comes before it, 
••* put me upon ferious refleftions, I began to 
*• lay afrde the ftudy of a Science always con- 
^^* tefted, and about which the greateft men ever 
•* had Afferent fentiments. I knew from the 
** univerfal confent of Nations, that Plato, 
" Aristotle, Zeko, and Epicurus, 
♦* were the Luminaries of their age : and yet 
there was nothing fo contrary as their Ooinions. 
Three thoufand years after, I found them 
equally diiputed : (ticklers on all fides, but 
nothing of certainty or fccurity on any. In 
*^ the midft of diefe meditations, which infenfi- 

a 3 bly 

' JiK^mient on the Scifciices to irhtcb a Oe^deman may 
apfly iumfelf, Vol. I. fai. 5i| fs. 















Vi T H E L IF E O F 

1639. ^^ biy undeceived me, I l^d die aniofity |:o (ee 
^* G ASS END us, themoft knowing, ai)4 the 
^< leaft prefuming of all Philofophers. A^ le- 
** veral long converfadoqs, wherein he commu^ 
^^ nicated to me all chajD pui be attauied by 
^^ Rjeafpn, he lamented, that Naiurf bad given 
*^ fo large a /cope to our Curiojity^ and fucb nar^ 
^^ row limits to our Knowledge '^ adding, be £fl 
^^ not fay tbis to mortify the prefampttQn of otpers^ 
^^ or to make ^ falfe oftentation of Hs oi^n bur- 
^' mility^ tphich favours of downright kpKnfy ; 
?* tbat^ perhaps^ he was not ignorant ofwbaJt judg-- 
^^ ment might he made of many things ; ^ut that 
^^ be durft not he pfttvoe be was tborowly acquaint 
^^ ted with the moft inconfiderahle. Upon this» 
^* adds M. DE St. Evremond, a Science 
^* which I already fulpeded, appeared coo vain 
^* for me to be a flave to ic any longer 1 1 broke 
^^ off all commerce with ic \ and began to ad- 
mire, |iow it was poffible fqr a wife Man to 
fpend hb life in unprofitable mquiries/* 
Thefe were M» ps St. Evremono's 
thoughts about the liarren ^peculations of Phi* 
lofophy : but he entertamed a far difierent opi- 
nion of the iludy of the Law ^ which he juqg- 
ed to be not only ufefuj, but even i^eceflary for 
a Gentlen^an ; a|id ever delighted in cultiv^g 
it ?. 

M. DB St. EvREMpND fignaliz'd himfelf 
in the Army by his. Ppliteneis and by nis Wit, 
as much a$ ^y his Bravery ; wh)c|i qualities, not 
^ways meeting in Spldiers, gained him the 
lefteem of the Marefchals d'Es treses and 
pRAMMpNT,VifcquntTuRENNE,&f^.- but 
particularly pf die Count de Mioss ens, ^noc 

^bwn 
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known by the name of Marefcjial d* A l b r e t ; 1 639. 
of Count Pa L L u A u, afterwards Marefchal d e 
Clerbmbaut; and of the Marquis de 
C R £ Qjj I, who became alfo a Marefchal of 
France. He had a Ihare in their confidence; 
and as long as they lived, they gave him marks 
of a fincere fricndfliip, which to the laft was un- 
alterable. 

M, D E St. £ V r £ m o n d, was at the Siege 1640. 
of Arras in 1640 •, and the enfuing year he got 1641. 
a poft in the Horfe, whidi gave him frefli op- 
portunities of fignaUzing himfelf. The Duke of 
En G u I E N was to charmed with his converfa- 
cion, that he made him Lieutenant of his Guards, 1 642* 
that he might have him conftantly near him. 
That young Prince had a great penetration, and 
a moft accurate judgment ; was a great lover of 
Literature; and you know, Sir, that upon the 
Death of Cardinal Richelieu, feveral Mem- 
bers of the French Academy defigned to have 
chofen him for their Proteftor '. Reading was 
one of his mod agreeable amufements ; and as 
he always defired to have the company of M. 
DE St. Evremond at his Leftures, the 
latter made it his buiinefs to delight and in(b-u£t 
him at die &me time. Being fenfible that Prin- 
ces, whofe rime is precious, ought not to* ftudy 
after the common method of other men, when 
he read any paf&ges out of antient Hiftorians, 

a 4 he 

' If was was of the mmoft importance to the Academy, 
/mjs M. PiUjlpm^ to chnTe a Proteftor in the pkce of him 
they had loft« Several were incltn*d towards Cardinal Maza» 
rin : • , • f Others thought of the Dtike of Ef^uien, now 
l^rince pf Cood^, who had not yet gain*d any Vidories, nor 
ptffformM thofe AAions which were aRedvards admired in 
die iirft years of the Rmncy } but in his youth he dilcovcr'4 
a great deal of wit| and a tondnefs for the Belles Letires. 
Tb$ ti^9rjk^tlH frmk A^0dmf^ f. 189, ijo^rftki ?«rtf 
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1642. he left to Grammarians the fcrupulou$ expUna^ 
doii of words and phrafes, and beat his whole 
^pplicatbn to the unfolding and clearing the 
meaning of the Authors 9 making refle£tions oi| 
the juftneis and bes^uty of their though^ ; ob^ 
ferving the Ikill with which they rcprefent great 
Men, and the nice differences they mark in their 
Charafters. In Ihort, he laboured to give s^ 
true notion of the ftate of Affairs ; and to pe^ 
nctrate into the differeint views of the great ]Per» 
fonages of thofe times. 

And indeed. Sir, this is the method which 
not only Princes, but all perfons of QuaUty, 
who are arrived at the age of difcernm^t and 
refiedUon, ought to follow in the reading of an- 
ricnt Authors : tho I muft confefs, at tJK fame 
time, that 'tis no eafy matter for them to fin4 
jnen capable to dear up all tho£b things^ 
Commentators would, in fome meaiyn?) make 
up that defed, had they turned their views tha( 
way : but whether they were not equal to tb^ 
talk, or iitiag^'d it to be foreign to their pro* 
Vmcty there's nothing like it in their Writings. 
M. D £ S T. EvR EM Q N D has vcty well obferv- 
(td their imperfeftions in one of his Pieces. " I 
** Jmve feen within a few yea-rs, fays be \ abunr 
*^ duicQ pf Criticks, and but few good Judges. 
^y ^iiow I do not affeft that fort of learned Men» 
** who rack their brains to reftore g PajBage» 
** which is not the more agreeable to us by the 
** reftitution. They make a myftery of know- 
^ ing what ihcy might as well be ignorant of, 
<^ and uc absolute ftrangers to what's really 
^ iiporth knowing. For want of havmg nice 
^ fentimeQt$ and thoughts, *tis ioipoJfible fo<v 

** (hem 

* n(<oi|r6 ad4f ffi^d to the Mordch^ it Cwm if^ V^ 
tLp.7U 
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them CO enter into the delicaqr of tl^ oae^ 2642. 
or the fineacfs oi Ac ocher« They may fuc- 
^^ ceed well enough in expounding Grammars 
ans, who applied themfelves Co the Iknie ftu- 
dyt and whoie genius wa$ the fame : but they 
^^ can never hit the fentimenc of a polite well- 
bred Man among the Ancients, becaufe theirs 
is diametrically oppofite to it. In Hiftory^ 
they neither know Men nor Affairs : diey lay 
^' the whole ftrefi on Chrono]<^ i and they 
*^ prefer the Date of a ConfuFa Death to his Cha- 
^^ ra^r» and the TranfaAions during his Conful*- 
fhip. T u I, L r , with them» will never be 
any more than an Oraiim-m^ktr ^ or Ci- 
** s A R, than a Writer of CommeniarUs : the 
^^ Conful and the General efcape dieir notice i 
** the ipirit that animates their Works is unper* 
** ceivea; and the principal matters they treat 
♦* of, unknown/* 

M. DS St. Evremond cook a very dif^ 
ferent path : and on^ may judge of what he was 
ahl^; to perform on this fubjed, by fome of his 
Compofures } particularly his Reftellions on tb^ 
different Genius ef the Rotmn People ; his Judg- 
ment on PetromuSj Sdluft^ and Tacitus ; his Dtf* 
eourfe upon the French H^orians ; his RefieSions 
on the Poems of tbjf jintients^ Sec 

After the Campaign of Rocroy, M. d e St. 1643. 
EvRiMONP made a kind of Satjrr againft the 
French Academy, which was publifh'd in 1650 
with this title, 31&<? Comedy of the AcademictMS for 
riforming the French Tongue. This Piece was a long 
while hwded about in manufcript ; and, as it ge* 
Derally happens on the like occafions, every body 
afiumed the liberty either of adding to it, or ftri- 
king out of it what he thoueht fit : infomudi that 
when it appeared in print, M. p b^ S t. E v r e- 
M o N D did hardly know it to be his. Neverthe* 

lefs. 
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164$. lefe M. P E L I s s o N> in his USfiorfoftbe French 
Academy^ expreflfes fomc cfteem for it TUs Piece^ 
fays he % tbo written without either Art or Ruky 
and which rather deferves the name of a Farce than 
a Comedy J is not without wit^ and there arefome 
very humorous paj/ages in it. Smce M. P £ L i s- 
SON Ipoke favourably of thb work when it was 
fo difguis'dy what would he not have fsud of it 
if he bid feen it in its true natural form, or even 
in that which we now prefent it to the Publick ? 
The edidon of 1 650 was become fo very fcarce, 
that I fhould, perhaps, have never feen it, had 
not you been fo kmd as to fend it to me. M. 
DB St. EvREMOND would not own that co- 
]>y : and when I afk'd it of him, he told me, 
xnat in 1680 the Duchels of Mazarin 
wiih'd to fee the Piece juft as he had written it, 
and diat his manufo-ipt being loft in France, he 
was obliged to revife die printed copy, or rather 
to new-mould it again, but that he knew not 
what was become of it. I had the good fortune 
to find out this work in the hands of the Du* 
chefs of M A z A R I n's Tranfcriber. M. d b 
St. Evremond was pleas'd to read it over 
again with me, and to explain fome paflages of 
it to me ; and we have publifh'd it at die head 
of his IForksy according to this laft revilal *. 
M. DE St. Ev re mono made the Cam- 

1644. paign of Fribourg in 1644; and the next year 

1645. received a dangerous wound at the Batde of 
Nortlingen j where being order'd to head a 
Squadron, and poft himfelf below an eminence 
which was poireiled by the Enemy, he was there 

e:s^fed 



' Hiftory of the French Academy, p. m* 69, 70* 

* In the Tremh tiiim 0f tin Works pf Af. i$ St. Evr^t 
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opofed for three hours together to all the fire 164^. 
01 ^eir fmall fhot, and a battery of four field- 
pieces '9 infomuch that he loft there moft of his » 
men, and was himfelf wounded in die left Knee 
by ^ Ihpt from a Falcon. His wound was 
ijiought fo dangerous, that for fix weeks he was 
believed to be paft recovery : however, the ikill 
of his Surgeons, and his good Conftitution, con- 
jcributed equally to his cure. Thirty years after 
that| his wound opened afrefli here in London ; 
Imt it was fo well looked after, diat he felt no 
inconveniency fronni it, only that his left Leg was 
fomewhat weaker than the other. 

Not long after his recovery, the Duke of 
£ N Gu I E N fell dangeroufly ill: and as foon as 
he grew better, M. d b St. £v r e m o n d en^ 
deavour'd to divert him by the reading to him 
ibmethine gay and agreeable. He firft pitched 
ppon BMelais\ but fbon finding his Highneis 
lud no great relifh for that Author, he then 
took up PetromuSy with which the Duke was 
extremely delighted, I only mendon thb cir- 
cumflance, to give you an inftance, tbit all men 
cf wit have not a relifh for Rabelais ; tho there 
fU'e abundance of inimitable paflages in that fa* 
tirical Romance, which feem to challenge the 
;tpprobation of the moft delicate Judges. 

M. D£ St. Evremond was fo happy in 
gaining the efteem and friendihip of the buke 
pf Engujen, that his Highnefs di4 often 
communicate to him his moft fecr^t projefb;, 
and intruded him with affairs pf the greateft 
inoment. After the takii^ of Fumes, hepitdi- 1646, 
cd upon him to carry the news of it to the 
iCourt ' ; a;>d having, at Uie fame time, ope^ied 

to 
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1646. to him hb defign <rf befie^ng Dunkirk, char- 
ged him to propofe it to the Cardinal, and to 
fettle with him all that was iieccflarjr for Ac 
execution of fo great an undertaking. M. d Ic 
St, Evr£Mond was 6> dextrous in the ma- 
nagement of this affair, that he made the prime 
Minifter confcnt to all the Duke of E n c u r 5 N 
defircd. 

X647. Some time after this, M. Di St. EvRr- 
M o N D wrote two or three little Piecei, upon 
Occalion of fome difcourfe that pafTed between 
him and his friends. They were refledHons upon 
the following Maxims, ubat Man^ who is defi* 
rous to know all things j knows not bimfelf : That 
we ought to defpife Fortune^ and not care for the 
Court : That a man ought never to ie wanting to bis 
Friends. Theft three Pieces were printed at Pa- 
ris in 1668, but ftrangely altered. M. de S r* 
EvREMOND has refto^d the two firft, which 
^ou will find in the firft Volume of his ff^orks \ 
[e obftrves in the firft of thefe Pieces, that xht 
Author of Nature would not allow us to be well 
acquainted with our fclves ; and that while w6 
covet to know every thing, we are reduced t6 
the fatal neceffity or being ignorant what we 
are. Hp maintains, that no man was ever con-- 
vinced by Reafon^ either that the Soul is certainly 
immortal^ or that it is really annihilated wtb the 
Body. He Ihews, that the moft knowi^ Philo- 
fophers, as Socrates, Plato, E^pi cit- 
rus, Aristotle, Semeca, and even So- 
to m o n, the greateft of all KimSj and the wifefl 
tf all Men;, could never fads^ themfelvcs on 
this head : and from the Contrariety of their Opi- 
nions, he concludes, • //&^/ unlefs Faith fubjeffs our 
Aeafon^ wefafs our lives between belief and unbe^ 

lief, 

; Pag.^C, and IT. ' * 
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lUf^ in endeavouring i$ perfuade^ wbiU we ar$ 1^7. 
unable to canvince our fehes. It belongs^ hyi 
hC) /0 God alone to make Martyrs % and to engage 
MS ky his promife to lay down the life we enjoy ^ for 
another which we know nothing of. For a man t0 
pretend to convince himfelfofthe immortality of the 
Sonl by Reafonj is 'to diftrufi the afurance God has 
given us (f it ^ ^ and is, in fome meafure^ renoun* 
dng the only thing by which we may be certain ofit^ 
in the other Piece,. M. d i S t. £ vr b m on d 
makes feveral reflections on the Genius of Cour- 
tiers, how a man ought to behave himfelf with 
refpedk ta Eavourites^ and how to order his con- 
dud: at Court. A Gentleman^ fays he^ may be aU 
lowed to have his Ambition and Intereft^ but he ought 
MoS to purfue them by any other than lawful means. 
Hemay have addrefs andJkUl^ without ficMety ; dex^ 
ierity^ without deceit y and complaifance^ without 
Jkutery^ 

In 1648, M. DE St, EvrJemond loft 1648. 
the Pofthe bad near the Prince of Conde': 
fat this was the Duke d* E no u i t i**s title, 
after his Father^s death. That Prince took 
(reat delight in finding out the Ridicule of man^ 
Lind % and he often fliut himfelf up with the 
Count D£ MiossENs and M. de St. E- 
V R s M ON n, to (hare that pleafure with them. 
One day, after thele two Gentlemen had a con- 
verfiiuon of this nature, M. de St. Evrb- 
If OND chanced unawares to afk Moniieur db 
MiossBNS^ whether he thought that his Higii- 
nefi^ who was fo fond of fpying out the Ridi- 
cule of others, had no Ridicule himfelf.^ and they 
agreed, that the very aSedtation of fearching out 
tlie Ridicule of others, futjeded him to a Ridi^ 
cofe of a pecu&ur ftamp^ This was lb plea&nt 

a 
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1648. ^ thought, that they could not rcfift the temp* 
tation of making meny upon it with their 
fri^ds ; of whi(£ the Prince being inforai'd, 
fbon fliew'd his refentment. He took irom 
M. DE St. EyRSMOND the Lieutenancy of 
his Guards, .and would have no further corre*» 
ipondence with the Count ds Miossens. 
However, *tis likely he would have reftored 
them both to his favour, if afiairs had not taken 
a new turn. The War of Paris wasjuft begun ; 
and die Prince having declared againft the 
Court, at laft withdrew into the Low-C6un- 
tries ; where he was made Generaliflimo of the 
King of Spain's Armies. When he returned 
into France, after the Pyrenean Treaty, M d £ 
St. EvREMOND went to wait upon him, and 
he received him very gradouflv. He even of- 
fered him his proteftion; and afterwards, on 
feveral occafions, gave him afliirances of his af- 
fection and efleem. 

1649. In the year 1649, M. deSt. Evremond 
went into Normandy to fee his family. The 
Parliament of Paris had declared againft Cardinal: 
Mazarin ; and the Duke ofBEAUFORT, 
the Prince of Con t y, and the Duke of L p n- 
GUEViLLE, following their example, the lat* 
ter retired to his Government of Normandy, 
where he was almoft abfolute. He a0embled 
the Nobility, and ufed all endeavours to engage 
M. DE St. Evremond in his party; Qflfer- 
ing him the Command of the Artillery, which 
he refufed ; as he tells us him(elf in a (atirical 
Piece, intitled, lie Duke of LongueviUi^s Retread 
to his Government of Normandy. Tbey bad a 
mind J as He merrily expreOes it ', to hefiow the. 
Command of the Ordnance on St. Evremond; 

and 
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0fid to fpak the truths confidmng lis affeSionfor 1649. 
St. Gernuuns % be would have been glad to have 
femfd the Court j by accepting a cot^derable em^ 
fhyment which be knew nothing of. But having 
promifed Count d'Harcourt to take no em- 
floymentj he kept bis word^ not only from a princi* 
fie of honour^ but that he might not be like the 
Normands^ mofl of whom had broke their promifei 
Upon thefe conjtderationsy continues he, be gene-- 
roujly refufed the Money that was offered bim^ and 
which be would never have feen. Cardinal Ma- 
z A R IN was {o extremely pleafed with this Sa« 
tyr» that in his lall licknels he feveral times en- 
*d M. D E St. Evremond to read it to 




M. DE St. Evremond havii^ ftay'd 
Ibme time at St. Denis, went to Roan, and 
meeting the Duke ofLoNGUEviLLtf on 
the road with his fmall Army, he told him that 
the Count d* H a r c o u r t, who commanded 
the Kin^s Troops, was advandng with all poC* 
fible diligence, in order to attack him, and 
would come up with him in lels than three hours. 
The Duke of Lo nguevills being fenfible 
that he was not able to keep the field, thought 
all loft, and caufed his Troops to make fo ex- 
peditious a march, that they reached Roaa al- 
moftasfbonas M. ds St. Etremond* 

The enfuing year, the Princes of Conde' i%o. 
and Conty, and the Duke of Lonoue- 
V I L L*E, were arrefted, and carried prifoners to 
Vincennes by the Count d e Mi oss e n s. Lieu- 
tenant of the Genfd'armes. The Dutchels of 
LoNGUEviLtE retired immediately into Nor- 
mandy, to endeavour to engage the Parliament 
of Roan, and the whole Provuice to fide with 

the 
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i^5a the Princes, Bnd to fecttre the pkces bdongiiig 
to her Hufbond's Government *, particakr^ 
Hayr€*de-Gfiu?e. This obliged Ae Court td 
inarch thither widi feme Troops to drive that 
Duchefs from thence, and tx> fake from the crea- 
tures of her family fucb Governments as wrre in 
their bands. M. d s S r. £v r i mon i^ follow^ 
td the Cowt, in company with the Duke D s C A N"- 
i> A L E ' ; during which he had a Ions Comferfi^ 
Um with that Lord, which he afterwards itt do#n 
in writing^ ; and in wluch he jcMn^d to the judid^ 
OQScooafels he eave hi^ friend, the Chara£lers of 
die Courtiers with ^nrfiom he had the ^^ceft 
intimacy^ fuch asdieDidcesof EpERi^ON^anil 
ofLARocHEFoucAULT; the Counts f> E 
^AL&uAt; and Miosseks^ theMaiquifles of 
Cue ^u I and Ruvignv ; to which he alio 
added the Duke d s C a n d a l £*& own Charac^ 
ter. This Piece (hews how weU M. de St. 
£vRS'i€OHi> was acquakited with the Coiat, 
and (M:overs his fldll in drawing Charafters i- 
and hig line and delicate way of infinuaring him^ 
ielf into d>ie intimacy and fevour of great men; 

1651. The Duke of RbavporT, tho a man of 
no great parts, bad gainM the love of the Pari- 
iians } not ff> mndti by Ms dexterity and cunning, 
as by his vu^ar way of i})eaking, and popular 
behariour. And tho he was aftowards t^oMi-^ 
dt'd with the Court, yet the Courtiers ftill ban- 
terM him. The Dirke ^ b C an o a l e, Connt 
Pa L L V A IT, Count M jeiet, M. d e S^r. E- 
V R B M o N 0, and five or fix more, being merry 
one night after fupper^ they formed the pkft of 



* Ziwis Chwies Gafhn de Cdndidt, it Poht^ Sti» u tw^ 
mufd Duki ^Eptrnon, and of GahmU^AnpUcn^ Uguimdtid 
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a Satyr againft that Duke, which they called 1651; 
The Duke of Beauforfs Apology againft the Courts 
Nobility^ and People : every one of tht ddmpa- 
ny clubbM what he diought moft proper to ex- 
pofe him ; and M. G i r a r d v who has giveri 
us the Life of the Duke of E p e r n o n, was 
pitchM upon to fet it down in writing. This 
ironical Apology is not in M. de St* Evre- 
M o N d's JVorks^ but you will find it in the Col- 
ledlion of the beft Pieces that are afcrib'd tcJ 
him *. 

The Civil War broke out not long after ; attd 1651, 
the King being acquainted with M. d £ S t. E- 
V R e M o N d's merit add bravery^ and knowings 
befides, that he had conftantly refufed to fide 
with thofe againft the Court, made him a Md* 
refcbal de Camp^ or Major-General, as appears \ 
by. his Commiffion, dated the 1 6th of Septem- 
ber 1652 ; and the next day gave him a War-* 
rant for a Penfion of 3000 Livres a-year : thd 
Originals of both which I have in my hands *. 

M. DE St. Evremond ferv*d afterwards 
under the Duke of C a n d a l e in the War of 
Guienne ; and if Bergerac had been befieg'd be-^ 
fore Bourdeaux, according to the opinioii of fe- 
veral Officers, he was to have been made Go- 
vernor of that place, in the room of the Mar- 
2uis D £ B o u G r, for whom that office was de-" 
len'd, but falling into an ambufh of the Prince 
or Con d b'*s Troops, he was taken prifonen 

After the redudtion of Guienne, M. cfi 16 ii^ 
St. Evrbmond was committed to the 
Baftille, where he was a prifoner two or three 
months. Some jefts that were pafs'd upoii 

Vol. I. b Cardi- 

* Melange curieux des meitleures TwCt% attributes \ l/U 
it St, Evremond, Tom, L fitg, i. 
^ i havt infirt$^ ihm hth in th 'Srnuh tMon 0/ thii 
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1653. Cardinal Mazarin, in a companj^ where 
M D E S T. E V R E M 01^ D was, and in which 
he had no greater fhafe than die reft, wttc 
the pretence of his confinement ; but the true 
reafon of it was this : when they talked of an 
accommodation with Guienne, the Cardinal 
defired that the application ihould be made to the 
Creatures he had in the party of the Priiiccs : 
but the Duke of Candale thought it better 
to treat with the friends of the Bifhop of Agen*^ 
who had turned out the Duke o^EPERNOKi 
rightly forefeeing, that as they were the ftron^- 
eft, their opinions would drag in the reft, whidi 
happened accordingly. This want of deference 
tpuch'd the Cardinal to the quidc ; and conclu* 
ding that M. deSt. Evremond had given 
this counfel to the Duke of Can dale, he 
refglvcd to punifh him for it. Neverdields, 
when M. de St. Evremond went to re- 
turn him' thanks after his enlai^ement, the Car- 
dinal told him very obligingly. That be was per-^ 
fuaded of his irmocencey but that a man in bis fta- 
tion was obliged to hearken to fo many reports^ thai 
it was very difficult for htm to dijiingui/b truth 
from .faljhoody and not to do injujiice^ fometimes^ to 
an boneft man. 
1654. M. d e S t. Evr £ m o n d fervid in Flanders 
the next year ; during which Camjpaign, being 
one day at dinner with the Mareteh^ d* H o* 
quincourt, he was an ear-witneis to the 
Converfation that General had with Father Ca- 
N A V E, a Jefuit, then Dircftor of the Hofpital 
of tjie King's Army : which he found fo enter-» 
taining, that he cx)minicted it. to writing feme 
ume after \ 

The 
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The Court was then extremely gay and pd- 1 6544 
lite ' ; and Love and Good-dieer had an equal 
iwayinitk M. de St. Evremono had no 
cjctraordinary inclination for the fair Sex: Ma- 
dam DE h* Enclos was his chief favo- 
rite, who was adorned by her genius as much as 
by all the Charms of her fex. The encomium 
which M. DE St. Evremond beftowi 
upon her in his Works, and the Letters (he 
wrote to him, will fet her off better than any 
thing I can fay of her : I fhall only obferve, tha^ 
Ihe had cultivated her mind by Reading ; thai 
flie diftinguifh'd her felf by a difinterefted, con-' 
ftant, inviolable Friendihip ; and that her houfe 
was the rendezvous of the moft witty and gal-* 
iant of the Courtiers** M. de St. EVre^ 
M o N D was very much taken with the mirth 
and plealiire of the Table, and was famous fof 
his refinement on Good-cheer ; in which, at that 
time, nicenefe and cleanlinefs was preferred be* 
fore coft and magnificence. Such were th6 
Meals of the Commandeiir tot S o u v r e'^ 
Count D* OtoNNE, and fome other Lords 
who kept a Table ; and among them there wias 
a kind of emulation to cstctl in the finenefs and 
delicacy of tafte* 

Queen Christina, who catne to Paris lit 165^ 
1656^ was the fubjeft of all converfation ; thqre 
Was ho other talk than about her Abdication^ 
Learning, arid Behayiour, which produced va- 
rious comnients, and fometimes very pleafant 
fcenes. Such, for inftance, was the difpute that 
arojfe dne day between the Count b £ B a u- 

- b 2 TRU^ 

} ,Sii ihi UtsAovtt of the (^ar<iiiul de Aeta^i tm. 1 p 
<^8^ Crc. of the Amftirdam idit'wn 17 1$* 
* Madam dg VSmles dud at Paris on thi ifth tfOOctt^i 
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16^6, TRu, the Commandcur de Jars, and the 
Bifhop of Mans, three great originals in chetr 
kind. M. deSt. Evremond, whowaswit- 
neis to their difpute, thought it fo remarkable 
that he noade a Narrative of it, and fent it to 
the Count d' O l o n n e '. 

1657, Not long after, M. de St. Evremond 
fought a Duel with the Marquis d e Fore; 
but I can't give you the detail of this adair : all 
I can fay, is, that notwithftanding all poffible 
care was taken to keep it fccret, the Court had 
notice of it, which obliged M. d e St. Evre- 
mond to retire into the Country, till his friends 
had obtained his pardon. I fuppofe 'twas du- 
ring this retirement he wrote the Diicourfe on 
Pleafures, which he fent to the Count d* O- 
L ON N E \ He fays firft all. That if a man inr 
tends to live happy y he muft make few reflexions 
upon Life^ and often he abfent^ as it were^ from 
himfelf 5 and amidji the diverftons which exterior 
objects furnifh him with, fteal from the knowledge 
of his own miferies. He adds, that we ihould not 
contemplate too much on Death: not that we 
fhould never think of it ; he thinks it next to im- 
poJfibU not to make fome refleSlions upon a thing fo na- 
tural ; and that it would be a kind of effeminacy to 
he always afraid to think of it : only he would not 
have a man make it his particular ftudy^ which 
he fays is an employment of the mind too incon- 
ftftent with life. After this he confiders how a 
man muft manage Pleafures, in order to render 
them more quick and lafting; and concludes, 
with obferving the advantages which true Chrif 
tians have over the followers of Epicurus 
and Aristippus. 

The 
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The Duke of Candale dy'd in 1658, 1658; 
M. DE St. Evremond very much regret- 
ted the loft of fo good a friend. That Lord 
was the Cardmal's favourite, had very confidera- 
ble employments, and would, undoubtedly, have 
been advanced to the chief offices in the State, 
had he not been fnatch*d away in his prime : for 
he was but feven and twenty years old when he 
died ; and yet he was General of the French In- 
fantry, Governor of Auvergne, ^c. An Amour 
he had at Avignon with Madam d e Caste- 
lane, fince Marchionefs of Ganges, fo famous 
by her tragical Death % threw him into a fever, 
of which he died at Lions. 

M, DE St. Evremond continued in the 1659^ 
fervicc in Flanders, till the fufpenlion of Arms 
that was agreed on between France and Spain *. 
After the principal Articles of the Peace were fet- 
tled, CardihalMAZARiN fet out from Paris, with 
a magnificent equipage, in order to go and con- 
clude it with Don Lu i s d e H a r o, the King 
of Spain's firft Minifter ; and was accompany*d 
by a great many Courtiers, particularly by M. 
db St. Evremond. When he left the 
Court, the Marquis d e C r e qju i ' defir'd him 
to give him an account of what pafs*d at the 
Conferences, and to endeavour to find out the 
true motives of the Treaty. He faw no reafon 
chat could oblige France to put an end to the 

b 3 War 

* Se9 Les Hiftoires Tragiques de n6tre Terns; compil^es 
par franfois de Roflct, /• 5 13* frinttd oiLhns, in 1^85. 

* XAi jM/pmfiom £f Jfmtb$g0n tifcn th§ Z$b rfMay, 16^9, 
snd WAS C9ntim$*d tiU the c^iulupm of the Pioci, the 7th ef 
November fiUenaing. 

* Francis dt Cnqm, Marquis de Marines. He ipas mada 
Uesttenant General ef the Kinfs Armies in i^^U ^^ ^ -Af^* 
refihiU rf France in U49. He. dji'd the ^h ef Fehruasy 
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f %^« ^^ ' ^^ ^^ ^^^^^ vidorious in Flanders andl 
in Spain : he fufpcded fome myftery in the Car- 
dinal's conduft. Befides, he did not wifh for 
peace ; he had rather the war wou*d conti--* 
nue. General Officers do not eafily digeft the 
Peace, M. deSt. Evremqnd did not for^ 
get his friend : as fi>on as the Peace was (ign'd, 
be wrote him a long Letter, wherein he Ihew'd 
that the Cardinal had facrific'd the honour and 
welfare of France to his own private intereft ^ 
that the only reafon why he was fo importunate 
for a Peace was, that he might pocket the im* 
menfe fums which wou'd other wife be laid out 
for the war •, and that this was the fecret motive 
which had induced him to grant all the demands 
of Don Lewis, when he might have obtained 
what he pleas'd from him. To this he added 
other confiderations, which contained a fine fting- 
ing raillery, or rather an ingenious fatirical 
irony upon the Cardinal But that you may the 
' better judge of this Letter, I will here infert it 
4t length. 

*' I wilh I were able to gradfy your curiofi^ 
♦' ty, fays Monfieur de St. Evremond, 
^' both as to the true motives of the Peace, and 
** all that pafs'd at the Conferences : but to deal 
*' frankly with you, you ought to have made 
^' application to the Cardbal's particular confi* 
dents, who by their long and familiar con- 
verfing with him, are fully inftrufted in all his 
fecrets. As for me, who was only ^ fpedta- 
^^ tor, I can entertain you with nothing l»jt con* 
*.* jeflurcs, and fome few uncertain hints, for 
** which I am wholly indebted to my a^irn pe- 
" netration. Such as they are, I freely offer 
^' them to you ; and die onfy favour I ask of 
It yc^i ia return, is diat wkenefver you find me 

^* praifing 
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S praifing the Cardinal, you do not impute it to 1659. 
** adulatioa The good I fay of him, is fincere; 
^^ as not refulting either from the hopes of his 
•^ favour, or gratitude for kindneffes received. 

" As 'ris the ^eateft merit of a Chriftian to 
^^ pardon his enemies, and as the chaftifement 
** of thofe we love, is the effedt of the moft 
** tender friendfliip ; fo the Cardinal was induced 
** to forgive the Spaniards, in order to chaftife 
** the French. And indeed, the Spaniards, that ^ 
^* were humbled by fo many misfortunes, and 
^* deprefs'd by fo many lofles, were the proper 
obje&s of his Compaffion and Charity ; and 
the Frendi, being grown infolent by their 
** fucceffes in the War, defervcd to be njof- 
*' tified with the wholefom feverities of a 
*' Peace. His Eminence caJi'd to mind the 
^^ fine laying of the CaftHlian, who coming t6 
•* ftrangle Don Carlos, by order of PHl- 
** l 1 p II. faid to him, Calla, Callaj Senor Don 
** Carlos, todo lo ^ue fe haze es for fu Men \ 
("that is^ Be quiet j Signior Don Carlos^ be quiet^ 
all this is for your good :) and pleas'd with fo 
loving a fort of punifhment, after he had 
feizM upon the goods of private hien, and 
esthaufted the publick treafure, ^ he flifles our 
groans, and fuppreiles our murmurs, by fay- 
ing to us. with a paternal affedion, Galla^ 
Calla^ Senor Frances^ todo lo que fe haze es poir 
** fie bien : (Come^ be qtjtiet Gentlemen of France^ 
^* be quietj all this is for your good.^ 

** I am inclin'd to believe, that fome politick 
^' oonfiderations might mix with the Cardinal's 
Chriftianity: I mean as to the courtefy and 
goodnefe he lhew*d to thfc Spaniards.^ Au- 
gustus, who had a mind to give limits t6 • 
f ^ the Roriian Empire, and leave it a juft and 
^( propordon'd grandeur at his death, might 

b 4 ** very 
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x6^g, ** very well furnilh him with an example in the 
** moderation of his Peace. 

He was of opinion, that France would bet- 
ter preferve it felf, united as it is, and com- 
^' paft, as it. were, within it fclf, than in a vaft 
extent i and he (hew'd a prudence, which few 
Minifters would have dreamt of, in the care 
of covering our Frontiers, when it lay in his 
'^ power to have made an abfolute Conqueft of 
" the Low-Countries. 

*' Who does not know that the deftrudion 
of Carthage drew after it that of the Roman 
Republick. While Rome had a rival to con- 
" tend with, all within her walls was virtue and 
** obedience : but no fooncr was (he freed from 
^* eneoiys without, then Ihe made herfelf ene- 
*' niys at home, and had every thing to fear 
/' from within, when fhe had nothing to fear 
". from abroad. 

** His Eminence, wifer than the S ci p i o's, 
** took care that we fhould not fall into that 
inconvenience, and taking warning from the 
** faults of his fore-fathers, has preferv*d Spain 
on purpofe to exercife die valour of France, 
and to maintain its Empire for ever. 

Now pray. Sir, obferve what a vaft diffe- 
rence there is between this profound prudence, 
and the exorbitancy of Cardinal Riche- 
" H E u ! Methinks I fee that immoderate gc- 
** nius, not content with Flanders nor the Mi- 
lancfe, but laying hold of a conjunfture, which 
had not happened fince the days of Charles 
** V. to remit feven or eight millions to Frank- 
" fort, and to fend a mighty Army to the banks 
" of the Rhine, to revenge our Nation m the 
*• perfon of Lewis XIV. for the affront Ihe 

formerly 
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** formerly received in that oFFrakcis'L 165^. 
** Methinks I fee him enter into a new Alliance 
** with Portugal, after the defeat of Don Luis, 
•' and join our forces with thofe of that King- 
dom, to drive the Catholick King from Ma- 
drid, without any reipeft to his facred and 



♦* inviolable Perfbn ' 



C€ 



Mean 



' The Kmperer Ferdinand III. dy*d the 2d of April 16^7. 
and Leopold his Sen was eleSUd Emperor the i8th of Jtdj 
iS^S.tho he was not King of the Romans. Here M» do St. 
Evremond banters the Cardinal for his precipitance in making 
the Peace, and inpnnates that the Cardinal do Richeliem wou^d 
not have flipped fo fair an opportumty to fnatch the Empire 
from the houje of Auftria : and that iy prefents or menaces 
to the BleHors, weary of feeing the Empire continue fo long in 
one family, he wots*d have gained their fttffrages^ and eafily 
inclined them to pat up another in Leopold* sftead. 

■ After the death of John IV. King of Portugal^ in 1656 
the Spaniards thought proper to take advantage of the Mino» 
rity of Alphonfus IV. to reconquer that Kingdom, and in the 
year following they made themfslves mafters of Olivenxjt. 
The Portuguefe, on the other hand attempted to furprixe Bo* 
dajox, hut the project was fo ill concerted that it did notfuC" 
€eed* Neverthele/s i» 1658 they came again befire that City, 
and after having in vain hepegd it four Months^ they formed 
A defign to retire* Den Luis do Haro being advertised ofit^ and 
knowing alfo that their Army was in a manner qssite rmn*dj 
refoWd to go and put hmfelfat the head of the Sfamfh Troops, 
in order to acquire with no great risk -the glory of having re* 
Uev^d fo important a place \ but when he arrivd on thefron* 
tier he found that the Portugstefi who wanted all neceffariee 
were already retired. Being pt^d up with fuch great fuccefs, 
he contrived the conquefl of Elvasy and went himfelf to be^ 
fiege that place^ which made a vigorous defence for four months* 
Mean time the Portuguefe having raUy*d a fmall body of 
Troops, march*d direSHy to Don Luis, and after Furprtxing 
the Spaniards in their Camp defeated them 1 which put the 
whole Kingdom of Spain into a great confternation. M. de 
St. Evremond means that Bkhelku wou*d not have faWd to 
join with Portugal, and to improve that incident to eomfleat 
she rum of Spain. 
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}65g. " Mean rime, it was a Chriftian part to f 

give his enemies ; ic was generous in him i 

to pufli his viftories to the ruin of fo fair 

Monarchy s it was politic, not to extend o 

*' frontiers fo far, as that the care of foreign 2 

♦' quifitiops (hould make us ncgled the ma 

** bufinefs at home. 

*' I hear fome of his Eminence's enemie 
V who not daring to exclaim diredly again 
•' the Peace, condemn the manner wherein 
*! was concluded ; find feult with the Sufpenfior 
^* and his too great eafineis in condefcending t 
*' come to Conferences, wherein every Arric! 
•* of the Peace was iMter*d, tho it had been ra 
** tified before. 

I own, indeed, ^ that Monfieur d e T u 
R E N N E did all that lay in his power to dif 
fuade frpm this Sufpenfion ; but he did not 
** confider the true motive of fo glorious an in- 
*' tervicw : and while this great General's head 
*' was full of the conqueft of Flanders, he knew 
** not the triumph the Cardinal propofcd to hin^- 
felf, by a contention pf wifdom and reafon. 
And> indeed, he defir'd nothing more fer- 
^* vently than to let all Europe fee the fupe- 
riority of his genius ; nor was he miftakcn in 
his defign: for he always got the better of 
^* Don Lvis's ynderllandbg, who frankly 
^ own'd the dcendent of his genius, and his 
♦* mattery in Politicks ; but it unluckily fell 
** out, mat the too great ftubprnnqfs of the 
*' latter, proved at laft too hard for the refoly- 
" tions of the former. Thus the Spaniard in his 
** gro6 blunt way, carried thofe points, which 
** the Italian contended for with acutencfi and 
" juftice. Not th^ Don L u i s's pbftinacy was 
** always fucoefsful ; for when he boafis that we 
abandoned Portugal, and confented to the re* 

ftoration 
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M. D E ST. B y Jt EM N D. xxvifc 

•* ftoration of the Prince of C o m d »', we may 1 6^ a 
•^ juftly charge him with an over-fight in the 
^^ ammunition he left us \ and his ignorance in 
^ Arithmetick in the valuation of the five hun- 
^ dred thoufand Crowns that; were afligned for 
** the Queen's Portion 

, *' Let matters go as they will, his Eminence 
^ may fecretly flatter himfelf, that he has made 
no unprofitable fteps : Alfatia, the territories 
in Italy, the Abbey of St. Vaaft, may com- 
fort him for the pains he has taken .'. ; where- 
*> as the chimerical Dpn Luis, who minded 
^ nothing but the publick Good, maintained 
*' himfelf all along at his own expence. 

'* It was to no piupofe for him to put on 
** fuch a grand air in the general declenfion of 
*' their affairs, fince he own'd their weaknefs, fb 
V foon as the Peace was figned : Come^ Gentle- 
*' men^ iaid he, let us go and return God thanks- 1 
*' we were undone^ but now Spain is faved. 

^' His Eminence does not much value that no- 
" blc Saying, which would have fitted the mouth 
** an old Citizen of Lacedemon ; becaufe he 
^^ looks upon tbefe Exukations for the Safety of 
*' one's Country, to proceed from a Republican 
^' Principle. He thinks judicioufly, that a Peace 
^^ is always good, when it faves millions that 
U would be neceflarily expended in the Profc- 
*« cution of the War. Let the well-meaning 
** Don Luis have no other end, than the Ser- 
•* vice of his Mafter, and the t^ublick gppd -, it 
^' is the CarcJinaPs Maxim, That a Minijler does 
^^ not fo much belong to the ^^^ a^ the S^tiUe to the 

'' Mim^ 



iiwnd giv$s us t9 ttndirjianaf thus »g conciuaetk sm Feai 
ficnrt th$ fnjoymm rf fhofi Lawk^ and oftbt Bmficu 
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1659. " Minifter ; and for this reafon, if God grant 
him but a few years, he will get all the eftates 
in the Kingdom into his own hands. 
" I pity thofe rattles who reproach him for 
making a Peace, when we were in a fair way 
to carry all before us. I think I have fufficf- 
ently juftify'd his Moderation ; and I can aJfb 
alledge in his defence, fuch Reafons as he has 
often given himfelf. 

" The French^ fays he, always carry their 
views abroad^ without ever looking at home ; 
and while they are bewildered with the af- 
fairs of their neighbours^ entirely negleil their 
own. 

They will alledge, That after the Battle of 
Dunkirk, and the Defeat of the Prince de 

*' L I G N E ; that after the Surrender of fame 
Towns, and the Conjiernation of the refl, Flanders 
could not fubftft longer ' ; that the affairs of the 
Spaniards were no better in the Milanefe * : that 
the overthrow of Don Luis had filled all Spain 
with terror, which was equally exhaujied of men, 
and money ; and, to fpeak in the language of 
Phyjicians, that its vital parts were ncf lefs 

^^ attacked than its other members. 

*' But they will not fay that Cardinal d e 

*' R E T z made a tour into Flanders, and that he 

« left 

^- ^ M. deTunnm hdvsni htfieged Dunkirk m i^^S, Don 
^bn ofJuftria, thi Prince of C^ndi, and the Manfchal dt 
J»cqumcmrt, who commanded the Army of Spmy attAck*A 
hm near that place the \^h of June \ bui wme kteten. Net 
4ong after^ M. de Turenne alfo drfeated the PrimtdtLipu : 
af^ in thai Camfaigny befides Dunkirk^ the FrernhmkUnk, 
Turnes, ^trgues^ Dixmuyd, Oudenarde, Memn, Yfrtt^ end 
GraveUn, 

* The Duke of Modena^ a0ed by Trance^ badfejffd tit 
Adda in i6^B^ and taken feme Places in the MiUmftf 
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left it fo fecretl'jy that tbey could never know the 1650, 
place of bis retreat \ 

Tbey will malicioujly pafs over infilence^ that 
d' A N N E R Y, /i<? ring-leader of Affemblies^ had 
been tampering in the night-time with the Gentle- 
men of the Vexin ; that Qjbl e qjji-B e r n i e u l- 

*' L E had been met near Hedin ; that Grat o T, 
theyioiiirKZSoiSi of the Country^ had made 
a ff'eat many politick Harangues at Coutance^ on 
the publick Welfare \ 
*' Nor will they take notice^ that Bonnesok 

** had armed the fVooden-Shoemakers of Solcgne^ 

*' and encouraged that dangerous Party that was 

*' forming againjl the State *. 

" There 

' ^bn'Trancis''Paul di Gondi, Cardinal de ketz, having 
made himfelf fermidahle to Mazarin^ was arrefied at th$ 
Lomvre the igti efDecemhr 16529 and carried Prifiner to the 
Bois de Vincenms, On the I2th of Jpril 16^^, he was re' 
moved to the Caftte of Nantes, from whence he efcafed the 
2 th of Angufi the fame year* He went to Italy, and arrived 
at Rome the ift of December. The Archbijhof of Paris, his 
Vncle^ dying during his Confinement $ asfoon as he wasfree^ he 
did his utmoftto be put in fojfejpon of that Archhifhoprick^ of 
which he was Coadjutor* But not being able to furmount the 
oppofitiou made againft him by the Court of France^ he left . 
Jtaly, and nuandered about no body knew where* Mean time 
Cardinal Mazarin was afraid of him \ and hearing that he 
had been fecretly in Flanders, and near the Frontiers of Pi^ 
€ardy. Mm de St. Evremond infinuates^ that Mazarin 
isnagined that it vtas to foment certain difcontents inNormandy 
and the Vexin, and to breed a revolt ; and that therefore he 
hafined with a panic terror to conclude a Peace. 

*■ Here M, deSt. Evremond hunters Cardinal Mazarin for 
hmg afraid ofthrn Gentlemen in Normandy that rov^d about 
the country^ and were altogether out of a capacity to hurt hm: ' 
Mentrefor, the Author of the Memoirt, was one of Cardinal 
Bichmei^s greatefi enemies* He was a man of Wkf and. the 
Cardinal £readed his cre^with the Buhe of Orleans and the 
Count de Soijfons* M. de St, Evremond calls Gratot the Moo- 
«re(brof theCottotiy, u hatster Mazarin^ who was as much 
afraid of Gratot as liichelku was of Jdontrefor* 

^ A ImU hfire the Treaiy of the Pyrenees^ the Boors of $0* 



^1659. *' There was fomcthing yet more preflln 
*« which nothing but the Cardinal's awn Co 
" fcience could teftify. What a mortificatic 
** muft it Ije to a great Minifter, abfblute ma 
*' ter of the Court, to fee three Governors < 
his own making, draw prodigious Sums c 
Money out of Flanders, without accompdn| 
with him ? If we confider the generous tern 
per of his Eminence, we may eadly believe 
that he would fooner have diofe to give up 
Corbie, Peronne, and St. Quintin, to the E- 
** nemy, than fuffer the Contributions of Arrasi 
" Bcthune, and la Bafiee any longer *. 

" A man muft dive into his very foul, to 
*• know what a vexation it. muft needs be to 
" him, to be difappointed concerning St. Ve- 
•* nant, when his rroje^t of railing a MiUib/i 
*' from thence came to nothing, while it was in 
** the hands of la Have*. 

" Oudenard, Ypf es, and Menin, did in truth 
*' maintain a griat body of men i but when thaf 

" was 
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icgne^ 4 Utile countty hettMtn tig OrUaniuii 4nd Berry ^ re* 
voked^ and Mjfetie^ied together. Tint Itifierre£H9B W0s caUed 
the VTooden'Shoemtkers RebdUon ) heattftt m Selegtte^ 
v>ifkh it a peer cetttttry, fuUef wMier, thej fcarce tuear dity 
but nueoden Sheet*^ Betenefen^ a Preteftant Geml^ttm, ^ko 
was pn9ef thmr Ltddtirs^ was uikiit ani enrrud te Pmt^ 
Habere he hdd his hidd ttti ^. M.de Sr« Bvretnend Unters 
the CMrdiml for b^ng afrttid ef thai firry rabble ^ 
Veafanit. 

' B^re rbe Pfrenesn Treaty, the Gevemers oftbe Fremief 
Plam Vfere atUw*diheCmtribttti0ts: the GevemertrfArfak^ 
U Bape^ andBethume^ werefmd by thatmeamsto beve nafii 
Vdjt Stms. *Tit plain that AT* de St. Evretmttd bentertbiO^ 
xarih^ as if he eemhtded the Peace pttrehf te be rhmai 
on thefe Governors^ who vtould'not tot him go fnath htvtbit 
they got by the Centributiotts. ' 

' Cardinal Mazarin, had pvef^ the Covemmeni ef 3t, Ve^ 
nant te the Siour ia Haye^ in hopes- that ho votdd he ntoft 
honefi to hk» than othen had^eojo \ . biu UBaye ittk Ui^ /» 



M.DE ST- EVREMOND. sxif 

was done^ there was fcarce enough to fill tht 1659. 
Purfe of Monfieur Lance. I go farther, 
and put the eafe that all Flanders had been 
furrendcr*d to us, we muft have been forced 
to prelerve their Privileges, and to put up 
' with a wretched hundredth-penny. 

^' No, no. Sir, fo folid a Minifter is not to be 
' fatisfied with Tides and Lordfhips. With 
^ him, that is called a tn» Conqueft which is a 
' real Acquifidon of new Treafure : and, in his 

* opinion, the reducing the number of Gover- 
' nors, the difbanding of the Troops, the re- 
^ trenching all Expences^ yet leflening none of 
' our Taxes, is Conqueft in a proper lenfe, and 
^ as gpod as gaining a new Kingdom* If this 
' be allowed him, I dare engage he will freely 
' leave Spain in pofleflion of all its Provinces, 
^ and religioufly prdmiie not to difturb it in the 

* War againil Portugal. The Indies are the 

* only f^t of ground which he envies Spain % 
^ but *tts ibme confolation to him, however, 
' that the Spaniards are at all the drudgery, 
^ and that he fhall always have the greateft 
' ihare of their Flota. 

" Thus, Sir, I have laid before you the my- 
' ftery of our Conferences, and the mod fccrct 
' thoughts of the Cardinal 

*' if you wouW have me tell you the fame 

* truths fcrioufly, and with another turn, you 
^ are to know^ diat the Spanifh Monarchy nad 
' been ruined in cafe the War h^d continued ; 

* nay, we had fuffidendy wcjJcen'd it by the 
^ Peace, if the Cardinal had not chofe to nego- 

« tiattt 

Umfel/, dnd UmgVi 4U the CdrMmd. M thu junaun H 
was mtfitafy t§ re-call $he Q^ernors of the Franker Places^ 
there was danger qf frovekmg them^ and redtuis^ them te thi 
^i^ihy ef driivemgthir Plmes te the Snemj^ 
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1650. " tiatc it by himfelf, without the parricipatio 
*' of any body. 'Tis a plain cafe, that hi 
'* knew not the true degree of the Encmy'ii 
*' weakneis and neceflity. And Monfieur dm 
*' T u R E N N b's converfation with him upon this 
*' futgeft, feem*d to him to be the difcourfe of 
*' a felfilh General, that aimed to keep ofF the 
*• Peace in order to get an Eftate bv the War. 

*' The ancient Reputation of tne Spaniards 
•* kept their prefent Mifery from his fight ; not 
** being able to comprehend how a Nation fo 
*' formidable heretofore, could be fo near ir^ 
*' ruia Spain, Italy, Germany, the Necher- 
*' lands, which in effedJ: were little better chart 
*^ names, gave him always a great Idea of cheif 
** ancient Power : he did not fufficicntly confider 
*' what a condition we were in, while hi^ 
** thoughts were wholly taken up with the for- 
** mer condition of our Enemies. 

" The Valour of the Prince of C n d e*; 
*• deprived of the neceflary means for afting ; 
•* the image of Cardinal d e R e t z, miferabJy 
" fculking to fave his life, re-called the late 
Commotions to his mind, and made him ap* 
prdienfive of new Revolutions. He fanded 
" three Norman Gentlemen, ftrolling from 
place to place, and the poor forlorn Peafanc^ 
of Sologne, to be an Infurre&bn of all Che 
Nobility, and a Revolt of the whole King- 
dom. He imagined that all the world ac- 
** tacked him, becaufe he knew that all the 
•* world hated him* 

" Ashe had a mbcture of different thoughts, 
** let us confider how the motive of Intercft 
" . worked upon him, next to the motive of Fear. 
Nothing made him fo uneafy as the unavoid^ 
able Expences of the War ; and he was am- 
bitious to be matter of all the Revenue, with- 

<<out 
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M. DB ST. EVREMOND. xxxia 

** out bebg necellitated to employ it in the pub- 16 aq. 
** lidc fervice. Then he concluded the finances 
** to be enHrcly his own ; a,nd this was one of the 
principsU motives to the Peace* The Inde- 
pendence of the Governors appeared to be 
•* another of his ftrorigeft reafons for it ; and he 
always reckoned in the number of the Towns 
left us by the Spaniards, thofe that were to 
return under the King's dominion. But to 
ipeak ferioufly, the vaft Contributions that 
were raifed, provoked his Avarice ; and fince 
** he could not have his ihare of them with the 
** Governors, it was a pleafure to him to hinder 
** others from reaping thofe advantages for 
** which he was not the better, 

<« 'Tis probable that the laft Campaign of 
•* M. D E TuRENNE gavc him fome fecrec 
** jealoufy ' ; particularly thofe fuccefles wherein 
•* his vanity could not be concerned, as it had 
♦* ridiculoufly been in the Battle of Dunkirk. 
•• Such extraordinary advantages without doubt 
** fet him upon negotiating, which he always had 
*• in his thoughts after the moft profperous e- 
•* vents ; in order to let the Generals know the 
*• uncertainty of their condition, and to keep 
•' them in tne fame dependence^ in the midft of 
" all their Conquefts. 

•' Befides he was afraid, that being incom- 

** moded with the Gout and Stone, and confe- 

^^ quendy not in fo good a condition to foUosir 

Vol. L c ^' the 

^ M*d4 Tiftinm^ nan$raUy haughty and^mUims, was a 
terror $9 the Minifiers when he had met with geed fiucefi. Thef 
were afraid that he aimd to he at the head of affairs* Car^ 
dmal Mazarm was ttoe willing to make him too fovJerfdi 
MeffSeurs le TeUier and CoUert were likewife afraid of him, of 
Hr the Conqmfts of Lewis XJV in the Netherlands, in U67 ^ 
and *twas betiived that this induced them^ as mueh as the 
Tir^UMianee, to condnde the Treaty of Jlix la ChafeUe the 
yoar folkwing* - - 
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iSaq. " ^^ King, they might eafily do without him 
" in the field. The remembrance of the late 
" exploits, made him apprehenfive of new 
*' ones ; and to rid himfelf of the uneafinefs, 
" he chofe to conclude the War by a Peace of 
" his own making, rather than behold Conquefts 
*' after Conquefts, wherein he had no fhare. 
*' Moreover, he began to be weary of his ill- 
ufage of the Prince of C o n d e'. As his in* 
" dignation had exhaufted it felf at long run, 
'« he reconciled himfelf to the thoughts of his 
*• return ; nay, Ibmetimes he flattered himfelf 
*' with the pleafure he Ihould have to fee him 
*' abandoned by the Spaniard, and humbled be- 
" fore him. He expedted to find a general 
*' fubmiflion at the Conference, and there to 
*« difpofe the fate of the whole world at his 
** pleafure. But Don Luis, who was fupple^ 
** m order to hook him in, became haughty 
^^ when he had him faft in his hands ; and by 
** his boldncfs in the Treaty, refolved to retrieve 
** the reputation he had loft by his want of 
** fpirit in the War, And truly 'tis very fur- 
•* prizing, that the Grandees of Spain, who were 
•* defcribed to us fo haughty, fliould acknow- 
ledge the Superiority of our Nation, by pay- 
ing fuch deference to the French, as rather 
** argued fubjedlion than civility ; and that the 
*^ Cardinal, who had the fole care of the ho- 
nour and rights of France, fhould, with all 
the power and reafon he was mafter of, fub- 
*^ mit himfelf to another. H^ might have done 
*^ what he would with a high hand : but having 
** chofe to gain his point by dint of perfuafion, 
and fuffering Don Lu i s to affume authority, 
the Spaniards made the Peace as if they had 
*^ been in our place ; and we received Conditions 
•* from them, as if we had been in theirs. I 

*• have 
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M. DE ST. iSVREMOND. Jcxjt* 

** have been informed by fome of them, that 1659* 
** Monfieur de Lionne had proved a thorn in 
** their fide, if his Superior had not removed all 
^ the obftaclcs Which thwarted the cohclufion of 
"^ the Peace *. 

** This eafy Temper of his made me refleft 
** upon the different condud: of thefe two Mi- 
** nifters ; and I find that in private Affairs the 
"" ** Cardinal was full of difficulties, diffimulation^ 
*' and artifice, with his beft friends : but that in 
*^ publick Treaties, even with our enemies, he 
** was open-hearted, fincere, a man of his word ; 
** as if he had a mind to juftify to foreigners^ 
** the reputation he had with us -, and to cafl the 
** vices of his conftitution upon the defedls of 
** our Nation. As for Don Luis, he was 
** civil to private men, frank and fi'ee with his 
** friends, kind to his own creatures : but in pub-^ 
^^ lick negotiations, he covered a deep defijgn to 
*^ cheat under an appearance of finoiplidtyj and 
** had indeed but little honefty tho he palled for 
*^ a man of fl:eddy probity/* 

I Ihall not ftahd to jiiftify IVf . b fe S t. E v r e- 
M o N D as to his notion of tliis Peace : for you. 
Sir, have obfervedy that the Cardinal concluded 
i£ fo advantageoujly for Spain^ andfo difadvantage- 
oufly for France^ that thi moft penetrating believed 
be did it at the deftre^ or by thi command of the 

c 2 Queen^ 

' Tbt Mdfquh de Lmn$ and Bon Antiffuo Phnenul Jbrmed 
ib§ Plmn of tho Pyrenean Treaty ; the one fit' Cardmdl 
Mazarin, and the other for Don Luis de Hdro, They had 
Conferences at Paris before the Interview of the tiifo Minifters ; 
and during the Conclufion of the Treaty^ they concerted bi^ 
tiveen themfelves the things vihich Mazarin and Don Luii 
were to^ determine* AT. de St* Evremond would have it urUter^ 
flood that if. de Lionne was an honefi Frenchman^ viryflijf^ 
but that Mazarin was^^o mfatknt for a Peace^ that hegava 
uf thofe fomts which Lion^ was fit infiftmgoh. 
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i^tg^ ^een-Motber^ in whom the King her Conjhrt had 
ever ohferved a Spanijb heart '. Mean time this- 
Letter falling into the hands of the Cardinal's 

1661. creatures, fome rime after his Death, the fame 
was reprefented as a State-crime, which oU^d 
M* DE St. Evremond to fly his Country. 
That Aflair happened in this manner. Tlie King 
fct out for Britany fome days before Monfieur Fou- 
Q u E T was arretted ; and M. de St. Evre- 
mond being one of thofe named for the Jour* 
ney, he left in the hands of Madam w Px e s- 
s I s-B E L L I E R E, Mother to the Mardibaefe' 
p E C R E QjLT I, a ftrong Box, with money,, notes; 
and feverai Letters. As foon as Monfieur 
Fo u Qju E T was arretted % they were not con- 
tented with feizing all his Paplers, but likewife 
clapped a Seal on what they ft>und at the Hbufes 
of all fiich as were thought to be his Confidents \ 
and did not fail making a vifit to the Lady nu 
Plbssis-Belliere, who was too great a 

friend 

< Sfi tie Hiftorical and Critical Di^ionary* m thiArtkUrf 
Lewis XIII. Ibtmark V, Pagi I905> Edit. a. AftifCardi^ 
KicMinfs Death^ th$ Abbot Mm$Ag/t$^ omof fhi Qmfident^. 
0f ^nne ofAufirh^ determined her in the choke of MaxArm 
for Prime Miniftkr^ by reprefenting to her, that he was ibi 
moft proper perfin to conclude the Pmco^j, in fucb a wanmr 4u 
IV0M n4t be prejudicial to the Hmfe of Ai^ria* Sm The 
Hiftorjr of Lewis XIIIth> Reign, bv M.le Va&>r, T. X. Part 
2. fm 790, 791 # The Queen's dilpofition, fays M* dettieth 
courty to give fome Proofs of the grateful remembrance (he 
had of the Hou(e of Auftria, from which ihe was defcended ; 
and ihc i^er inclinations which that Princcfi had retained 
ftir the Kiiigdofn that- had given her btrth» were the reafon 
^% a Pe;»ce.was.prQ{)ared in themidft of our Yidories and. 
.ITriMmpbs : and this.(^een not only d^ed that it might be 
proppied^ bat was anb refolved^ by a SoTpenfion: of Artes 
which ^as granted, to fl:op the ccmrfe of out Gonquefts, zndL 
to fet bounds to the great defigns of i>ur Gener^. Mifiory 
pf the French Monareh^y p^c Tom. I. p. m. joj. 

• M* ioH^uet was arreted the ith of September liU 9 
And committed to the Cafile of Angers^ 
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fiiend to lie Superintehdant to be fdrgotteftf. t66u 
There they fcized M. de St. Evrjkmond^s 
ftrang Box, and the 'Lctttr relating to die Pyre- 
fiean Treaty, which had been cotnmunicated to 
hone bitt die Marefchal de Clerembaut, 
and two or three other peribns. Meffieurs h t 
T £ L L I £ It and C o !• B E R T, Who were the 
Cardinal's creatures, pretendii^ a grateful l^ene- 
ration for the memory of their Benefador, read 
the Letter to the Kingj, and left no ftone un- 
turned to exafperate him againft M. d £ S f. 
Evremond. They put hk Majefly in 
mind of the great 2^aJ his Eminence had ever 
ihewn for his Intereft, and die Services he had 
done the State in die worft of times. They added, 
that Che Iitvefti ves of M. d £ S t. £ v r em o n d 
relief):^ on the R^ency of the Queen-Nfother, 
ttnd even on the King's Reign, fince his Majefty 
had thought fit to purfue the Cardinal's Sdiemd 
find Masdms. And, in fhort, they told him the 
danger of allowing private Men to judge of 
Stia.te-affiur8 according to their caprice, and with 
impunity to cenfure die condud: of Minifters : 
nordiddiey fdl to make a handle of die friendly 
correlpondence wMch M, t>$. St. Evre- 
mond held with the Su]^erintendant, whofe 
ruin had hten refolved upon. Thefe infinuations 
made an impreflion oit the King, who ordered 
M. DE St. EvRBMOKD tobe cohimitted Co 
thcBaftillc, 

It happened that he was gone to fee theMarei^ 
c^nECtEREMBATTT in the Couutry , not fiifped^ 
ing what had pafled. But M. de GbtrRviLLB 
hearing that orders were iffucd to apprehend him, 
and knowing that he was returnii^; ^^th M Dit 
Ct B R EM B A u T to Paris, he fent a man poft 
to adverdfe him of it, whoovcrtorfc him in the 
For'eft of Orleans ; aiicl ijpon Ml d b Go u r-. 

c 3 v It 1- e'S 
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1 66 1. Vi L LE*s information he retired to Normisindy \ 
After having lain hid there for fome time, he 
advanced privately to the Frontiers of the King- 
dom ; and at laft refolved to go to Holland, 
where he arrived about the end of the ycap 
|66i. 

This, Sir, was the caufe of M. d e St, E- 
V R E M o N d's Difgrace, of which there had been 
^ confiifed account. Verily he was too hard- 
ly dealt with : for when he wrote that Letter, 
he fpoke to his Friend with the fame freedom as 
he would have done in a private converfation 5 
nor could it ever enter his thoughts, th^t his 
Letter would become publick. On the other 
band, having preferved a refentment againft the 
Cardinal, ever fince his Eminence had caufed 
him to be iniprifoned in the Baftille, it is not to 
be wondered that he did not fpare him on this oc- 
cafion. If we add to thefe confiderations, that 
the Letter in the main w^ folid and judicious, 
it will undoubtedly be agreed, that they ought 
not to have dealt fo with a Gendeman of diftinc- 
tion, ^hp had ever well-ferved his Prince, ancj 
whofe only Crime was, his being over-?ealous 
for the Honour of his Country, and too well 
acquainted /with its true Intereft. 'Tis certain 
that M. deSt. EvREMOND never own'd he 
had cQmmi^ted a fault, or that he had a wrong 
potion pf that Treaty, as you will fee by the fe- 
quel of thefe Memoirs. 

1662. M. D E St, EvRBMOjfD had too many 
Friends in England to make a long ftay in Hol- 
land : he therefore crols'd the Sea, and was no 
lefs welcome at the King of Great Britain's Court; 
(han he had been a year before. For I forgot ta 

men- 

J Sfi ihi Memoirs of M. de Goorvilley Tom. I. f. 31^9^ 

3^. ••'•■•■ 
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mention, that as foon as King Ch a r l e s IL was 1662. 
reftored to the Throne of his- Anceftors, the 
French King lent the Count deSoissons o- 
ver to England, to congratulate his Majefty 
thereupon. Several perfons of Quality who had 
the honour to be known to King Charles 
while he was in France, made ufe of that oppor* 
tunity to fee England, and render*d that Em- 
bafly one of the moft magnificent that ever was 
feen. M. de St. Evremond was one of 
that number ; and during the fix Months he fliaid 
at London, he renewed the acquaintance he had 
in France with feveral Englifti Lords, and con- 
tracted friendfhip with others ; infomuch that 
when he came hither the fecond time, he was no 
ftranger to our Court. 

The Dukes of Buckingham and Or- 
MOND, the Earls of St. Albans and Ar- 
L I N G TO N, my Lord d'A u b i g n y and my 
Lord Crofts, were his beft Friends. But 
he was mofl: intimate with the Duke of B u c- 
K J N G H A M and my Lord d'A u b i g n y . The 
firit was gallant, affable, generous, but excel^ 
fively indolent, and confequently a Squanderer 
of the great Eftate he enjoy 'd. He had a lively^ 
gay, delicate Genius, inclined to raillery. In 
the Parliament he often difconcerted the Schemes 
of the oppofite Party by a Jefl: : he was a great 
ftickler for the Liberties of the People, and the 
Toleration of Religions. He courted the ac- 
quaintance of men of Learning, and made ufe 
of his credit at Court to obtain favours or re- 
wards for them. He compofed fome Pieces, of 
Wit which have been the admiration of all Eng-. 
land : his Comedy intitled The Rebearjal *, is a 

c 4 fine 

' In this Comedy a Poet is intro^ced a0Hng of the Rem. 
bearfai of one of his ferformmrces, whkh $s an. emire Chain 
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j662. fine Criticifin upon fpmc of Mn DitYDEM^s 
Plays, and other Poets of thofe days, 
. My Lord p* A u b i o K y * having been lent 
into France at five years of age, waa educated 
at Port-Royal: he went young into holy Or-^ 
der$9 and Was made a Canon of Nptre-Dame in 
P^is* . After the Reftoradon of C fi a n l 3 $ n, 
he returned into England ; and upon the Kidg'a 
marriage with the Infanta of Portugal he was 
made Lord Almoner to the Queen. He was 4 
man of a great deal of wit and frankncis, which 
made M. dx St.Evremond extreme fond 
of his conyerfation. The Duke of B u c k i n o* 
HAM» my Lord d'Aubiony, am) he, were 
tK^ether almoll every day, and their convert- 
don was often upon Theatrical performance^^ 
M. DE St. EvitBMOND. not underftanding 
the Englifh Tongue, thofe Gendemen acquain** 
ted him with the beft Dramadck Piece$ com^ 
pos' d in that Language ; of which he retained fii 
dear an idea, diat forty years after he remem* 
ber*d them very diftm£Uy« The reading of them 
fi)rnifh*d him with the Refiedlions he has made 
upon the Englifh Tragedies and Comedies in 
fome of his Works *. It was this fort of amufe- 
ment too, wliich gave them occafion to write 

the 

#/* Extravagancks and Akfisrditks ( Aifitrdhks, whkb an 
$ak§n ntvertbeUfs from tht Cfitff^diis 0/ that tim$, w^kh ^ 
eaufe of th% ill Tafii that tbtn fnvMpd nvire nc9iv*d with 
afflaufi. Two Gintkfhin^ M$n of Wit and good Sonfi, haffon 
to Ifi at this Rohaffdy who hy tho futfiiont they fat to tbo 
Poot^ in^age bm to difeover tho wboU Ridutdo of (ni manner 
of writing. 

, ■ Lrwis Stewart d^Anbigjnj^ (on of Bfme Earl of March 
and Duke of Richmond i and Vmle to Charks Stewart 
^ati'of Litch/feld and Duke of Richmond^ noho iSed witht^ 
TJlie, injhe year i^fZ. 
* ^4 ^h. PH* «S7» ^nd HZ, 
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the Comedy of Sir Politick JFbuld-be \ towards 1662. 
which each of them dubb'd part of the Charac* 
cersy which M. db St.Evremond reduced 
into form. 

M. DB St. Evremond alio courted the 
correipofidence of perfbns the moft eminent for 
Learning in England He often conversed with 
Sir K^BNBLM DiGBY, and with the famons 
Ho B B E s : but more efpecially with Mr. Cow* 
I. s Y and Mr. Wa l l b r, who had a vaft (hare 
of wity as appears by their Poetry. One day, 
as Sir K b n b l m and he were talking of Plu* 
loibphy» the Knight told him, that having readi 
the Writings of D b s C a rt e s, he refblved to 
gp to Holland to fee him. He found him in his 
retirement at Egmond ; and after having dH^ 
couts'd with him a long time without making 
himfelf known, M. Dbs Cartbs, who had 
feen fome of his Works, told him, he did hot 
doubt but he was the famous Sir Kbnelic 
P I G b Y : and if jou^ 5fr, reply'd the Knij^t^ 
«wr^ not the illuftrious M, Dbs Cartbs, I 
fiauld not banxe come over from England on pur-^ 
fofe to fee you. Then Sir Ken elm iaid to 
this Philofopher, " That our Ipcculative Difco- 
veries were indeed pretty and agreeai:^, but 
that after all they were too uncertain and un- 
profitable to take up a Man*s whole thoughts: 
^'^ that Life was almoft too fhort to attain to the 
^^ ri^t knowlec^e of neceflary things, and that 
** it would be much more worthy of him, who 
^^ & well underftood the frame of the kumsui 
^' Body, to ftudy ways and means to prolong it^ 
*' than to ap{dy himfelf to the bare Speculatiqna 
•^ of Philofophy." M^I>esCj^kte% affur'cl 
,. . him 

' Stf th9 Ff^mh fAi$\on •f id. it St^ Evrtfiio^d*s IVoris^ 
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1662. him. That be bad already conftder^d that matter ; 
and that to render a Man immortal^ was what be 
would not venture to promife^ hut that he was very 
fur e it was pojftble to lengthen out bis Life to thepe^* 
riod of the Patriarchs. When M. d £ St. E- 
VREMOND told me this particular, be added, 
that they were not ignorant in Holland that 
Des Cartes flatter*d himfelf he had made 
this Difcovery, and that he had heard feveral per-p 
fons talk of it who had known that Philofopher : 
that Des Carte s's friends in France alfo 
knew it, and that the Abbot P i c o t, his Dif- 
ciple and Martyr, being perfuaded that he had 
jbund out this great fecret, would not believe 
the news of his Death, and that when be was 
afliam'd to doubt of it any longer, he cry*d out, 
'Tij done and over ; the world will foon be at an 
end ! 

^Tis certain that Des Cartes thought he 
had fouled out a way to prolong the Life of Man : 
/ never took fo much care^ faid he to M. de 
ZuYLicHEM who afk^d him what he was 
employed about, / never tookfo much care to pre^ 
ferve my Life as now : and whereas I thought Death 
cou^d abridge me 0/ but t hi kt y or forty 
Years at mojl, it cannot fur prize me^now^ 
without depriving me of the hope of above 
AN HUNDRED Years'. For it fecms very 
evident to me^ that if we only guarded againfi cer- 
tain errors that we are ufed to commit in our 
eourfe of diet ^ we mi^t without any other in- 
vention attain to an old Age much longer and more 
happy than now we do. But becaufe Ihave need of 
a great deal of time and experience to examine every 
thing proper to this fubjeSl^ I am now^ compofing A 

fhort 



> Des Cants wm$ this from Egmond m i^jB, at the agf 
^ firtj two years. He dy'd twelve yearj after* 
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fliort SyAem of Medicine, which I take partly 1662. 
out of Books J and partly from my own Reafon. I 
hope ^bile I am enga^d in this work, to obtain 
fome refpitfrom Nature^ and confe^uently to be able 
Jo profecute my deftgn better hereafter '. M. Ba- 
il l £ t tells us, in the Life oFDesCartes, 
that the Abbot P i c o t having accompany 'd 
him to Holland in 1647, conformed to his 
courfe of diet during the three months that he 
ftay*d with him at Egmond ; and " that he was 
*' fo pleased with it, that at his return to France 
** he ferioufly renounced that good eating and 
drinking which before he liked well enough, 
and wa$ refolv*^ to redu9e himfelf to the 
** Rules of M. Des Cartas, thinking it 
** would be the only way to promote the Tuc- 
•* cefi of the fecret which he pretended w^ 
** found out by our Philofbpher, in order to 
** make Men live four or five hundred Years V* 
This Abboty fays M. Baillet in another 
place, was fo fully perfuaded that Des Cartes 
cou^d not be mijlaken in his notions on this 
pointy that be would have fworn it wou*d have been 
impojfible for him to die as be did at the age of fifty 
four i am that bad it not been for fonke unaccount*, 
able violent caufe (like that which put his Ma-, 
chine in Sweden out of order) he would ba^e liv'd 
five hundred TearSy after having found the art to 
live out fever al Ages K 

The Dilpute between the Jefuits and Janfenifts 1663^ 
making then a great noife in the world, and 
M. DE St. Evremond having one day re- 
lated to my Lord d'Aubigny the Converfa^ 
tion he bad with Father C a n a y e about the 
animofity between both parties, my Lord d'A u- 

BIGNY 

' Lettres de M. Des Cartes, Tom. II* f.m* 574. 
^ Vie de M. Des Canes, Twi. II. ^.449. 
3 Baillet, ubi iiipra^ f. 45x^455. ' ' 



166$, RioNY Was charni'd ivith die Je&it^s fi:at&^ 
nefe ; and to fliew that there was as mudi can- 
dor among the Janfenifts as atnong tl^ Fathers 
of the Society, he gave him the Character of 
the Janfeniib, and difdosM to him the Whole - 
fccret of their GabaJ. M. vt St. Evri-* 
1^ o N D committed this^ Con veriation to writings - 
and ^ printed next to that which the Mard& 
chaf n* HocQjjriicouRT h^ with Father 
Can A YE '. 

. Abbot that time, on:e.of his Friends a&iiig him 
wba( Sciences be tbaught it was convetdent for a 
Gefttleman .to .apply bimfetf ((? ; he fent mm a 
fhort Difcourfe, whereiti he reduces them to 
Mords, PoKtidcs, and die Belles Lettrcs*: 
Tbe firft^ fays he, has a relatidn to Rea/bn 5 the 
fecoftd to Society ; the third to Coimerfation. The 
one teaches us to govern our Pajfions : hy. the other 
we are inftruHed in Affairs of State^ and bom to 
regulate* our conduS in good or ill fortune 5 the laji 
fmjhes the Mind^ and infpires what is delicate am 
agreeable. 

The RejieSlions upon the different Genius of the 
Romdn People*^ which M. d £ S t. Ev r e m o nd 
wrote afterwards, have merited univerlal ap- 
plaufe, and obtain'd a fort of preference to alt 
his other Works. He begins them with Re- 
marks on the fabulous Original of the Ronmns, 
and the Genius of that People under the firft 
Kings. He fpeaks afterwards of the Genh^ df 
the antient Romans, in the beginning of the 
Republick, and in their firft Wars. He corrfutes 
LivY, who thought that the Romans would 
have vanqui(h'd Alexakder the Great, if 

he 

* Ibid. pag. 49^ 
3 Ikid* fagu 55, 
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he had made war againft them ; and Ihews, that 1663, 
the CoA&ls, at that : time, had not by far fy 
^ood Troops,' nor fo great Ikill in the military 
Art as that Conqueror. He deferibes the Ge- 
ious <^ the Romans when P y r r ii u s wag'd 
war againft them \ he treats of the fir ft and fe* 
CDnd runick Wars ; of the Genius of the Ro- 
mans towards the end of the latter 1 and laftly^ 
of the Government of Augustus and Ti- 
ft s a i u s, their Genius, and that of the Romans 
who liv'd under the Reign of thofe two Princes. 
M. DB St; Evremokd has treated of thofe 
things like one who perfe&Kr knew Mankind, 
as well as Afiairs Civil and Miutary. He has tn* 
cer'd fo far kKo the Genius ctf thofe antient Ro:^ 
irians ; fi> artfully unraveled the difl^rent mo^ 
tttres diat afted diem ; and fa well penetrated 
into the i^-ivate views of dieir liCaders, that I 
tnay venture to declare^ that nothing better has 
yet a^pear'd on the Roman HiAory. 
; But almoft one half of this excellent Workj 
was unfonxmately 1<^) as you have undoubtedly 
obferv'd by the general account I have given* of 
k»^ The vacuum in it was fiU'd up by the Con- 
ceft ci Gracchus with the Senate; by Re- 
flefkions on the Genius of the Roman People 
when JuGURT h a feizM the Kingdom of Nu- 
nadia ; on the fordid Intereft which was then 
predominant, and on the ii^ampus Charader of 
the Romans who were firft employed in that 
AflEur. Then came the Pidhire of Scauhus; 
the War managed by Metelius^ his Cha- 
nfier, and that of Jugurtha ; and fbme 
ftrokes on the pride of the Nobility. Nen 
fellowM die Charafter of M a r i u s, widi fome 
RefleAions on the arrogance of that Gondii : he 
there deferibed the Genius of t}ie People, who 
had alTumed a tyrannical Superiority over the 

Senate, 
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1663. Senate, which went near to prove fatal to th6 
Commonwealth. M. de St. Evremond 
gave, after that, the Chara&er of S y l l a, and 
fliew'd how he freed the Senate and opprels'd 
the People ; and then fpoke of P o m p e y and 
Sertorius. He afterwards reprefented the 
State of Romcj and the Genius df the Romans, 
at die time of Ca tiline^s Confpiracy, 
whofe Charafter he defcrib*d with that of C l o- 
1 u s and Cicero, and menuon'd the Banifh- 
ment of the latter ; fhewing the State of Rome^ 
when the Government was divided between 
Pompey, Cesar, and Crass u s. In the 
laft place, he laid open the motives of the 
Civil War between Pompey and Ce s a r« 
drew the Charadlers of thofe great Men ; ftiew*d 
how the Senate was afFefted to Pompey, and 
the People to Cesar; difcover'd the fenti- 
ments of the former concerning thq Republick, 
and how his power was eftablifli'd to the preju- 
dice of Liberty ; and reprefented C e s a r*s 
gradual advancement towards abfolute Power* 
M. D e St. Evremond had handled all 
thefe great fubjeds : but this part of his labours 
is loft J and he would never take the trouble to 
recal it to mind and write it over again, as I 
ihali more particularly relate hereafter. 

He alfo wrote his Judgment upon Cefar and 
Alexander ', wherein he compares thofe two 
Heroes with refpeft to their birth, manners, 
qualities of mind, aftions, and conduft. 72ir, 
fays M. L E C l e R c *, is a Piece full t^f good 
fenfe and penetration. 

1664* Not long after, he wrote his Jiidgment upn 
Seneca^ Plutarcby and Petronius { ^ wherein flril 

of 

* Vol I. pag. 1 3 •;. 

* Bibliothequc choifie, TVi^.IX, /• 31^. 

* Vol. h pag. I'ii. 
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of all he takes notice that he is not affeSied with 1 664. 
S E N E c A*s St'jle^ that his Latin has nothing of 
that of the Auguftan Age^ nothing eaf'^ and natu-- 
ral^ but all made up of pointed turns and conceits^ 
which favour more of the heats of Africa or Spain^ 
than the learning of Greece and Italy. There^ 
continues he, you fee broken Periods, which have 
the air and turn of Sentences^ hut have no folidity 
nor good fenfe ^ things which quicken and prompt 
the Imagination^ without convincing the Judgment, 
What he likes beft in the works of that Philo- 
fopher, are, the Examples and Rotations which 
he interfperfes in them. He owns he had a vaft 
deal of Wit, and a competent (hare of Know- 
ledge, but he judges that his Opinions are too 
rigid and auftere ; and he thinks it very ridi-- 
culous that a man 'who liv*d in plenty, and was fo 
tender of his Life, Jhould preach up nothing hut 
Poverty qni Death Afterwards he compares 
him with PlutArch, and obferves, that the 
Opinions of the latter are much more palatable, 
and better calculated for fociety than the other* s ^ 
that he fweetly inftnuates Wifdom, and endeavours 
to reconcile Virtue to Pleafures. He is charm'd 
with that Author's Lives of Illujlrious Men, 
which he looks upon as his mafter-piece. M. d e 
S T. Ev R E M o N D procccds afterwards to P e- 
T R o N I u s, and obferves that the love he had 
for Pleafures did not render him an enemy to Bu- 
Jinefs ; that he had the merit of a Govermur in 
his Government of Bithynia, and the virtue of a 
Conful in his Confulfiip. He does not forget 
Petronius's Death, which he takes to be 
the moft glorious of Antiquity, and (hews that it 
has fomediing more great and more noble in it, 
than either that ofCAxo or Socrates. 
Petronius, fays he, leaves us nothing at 
his Death but an image of Life\ no a£lion, no 
3 word. 
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1664. «^^^, ^<^ circumftance Jbews the perplexity cfa Jy^ 
ing man : Uis with bim^ properl% that to die^ is 
to ceafe to live. He fpeaks afterwards of the 
Satyr we have under the name of P e t r o- 
Nius, and is of opinion that Petronius 
at the time of his fccret difcontcnt, when he was 
vcx*d to fee Nero abandon his delicate Plea-* 
fures for the diforders of Debauchery and extra- 
vagance of all kinds, compofd that ingenious Sa^ 
tyr^ which is come to us unhappily disfigured \ He 

difcovers 



' M. de St. Evrefnond thinks this Satyr nu4S composed fy 
the [ami Petrmius that Tacitus mentiom. Many of thi Leantr 
•d go ftiUfarthery andfufpofi this to ho the very fame Pioca 
that Potronius font to Nero^ to reproach him for his Debast^ 
cheriis 1 and this is their ground for it* Tacitus tolls us that 
Petronius was fo diftinguijh^d for his ingenious delicate Tajh 
tf Vohfptmufnefsy that he nuas the Intendant or Dire^or of 
Kerens Pleafures. But TigelUntts, vsho did all he could to 
throw the Emperor into the very dregs of debauchery^ wasfi 
jealous of Petronius* s agreeablenefs^ smd of the advantages he 
had over him in the Science of Vobtptuoufnefs, that he under* 
took to ruin him. For this end, he accused him of having a 
hand in Pifo*s Con/piracy^ bribd one of his flaves to (wear 
AgMufl hsm^ and put npofi of his domefikks in irons, that he 
might have no opportunity toju/Ufy himfelfi Petronius, v)ho 
knew that Cruelty was Nero* s prevailing pajfon, did nofwa*. 
ver betwixt hope and fear; he refolv*d to die, hut in fsich d 
manner^ that hejhould notfoom compeWd or fire*dte it. He 
caused his Veins to be opened and closed again feveral titnesj 
during which he took care of his domefiick affiurs as ufuaU 
talked with his friends ttpon pUafant agreeable fuhj$6ls, and 
delighted himfelf *vjith1fhe recital of gay and merry Verfis* To*' 
eitus adds, that inflead of imitating thofe mean-fpirited erea* 
tures, who dying at that fmse by Nero*s orders, made him their 
heiry he drew up am Account of that Emperor* DekamchoritSt, 
where he named the Proflitutes and Women that Wire conctm^d 
in them^ and took notice of the Crimes therein tomtnitted^ fuch 
as were never heard of before \ and that afier having 
fed^d up that Writings he font it to Noro. Ne codkiHis 
quidem (quod plerique pereuntinga) Nei;oncm aut Tigelii* 
Jium, am quern aliam potentium adulatus efl } fed flagida 
Principis Tub nominibus exoletonim feminanioique^ & no-; 
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difcovcrs the principal beauties of chat Satyr: 1664, 
he admires the pirily of its Styk^ the delicacy of 
ibe SenHtnems % Ixit above all, the great eaftnefs 
of that Wit in giMng us ingenioufly all forts of 
CbaraSers. He does not doubt but 'twas his 
defign to expofe the Debaucheries <?/ N £ r d, and 
that this Prince was the chief ohjeSt of his Ridicule : 
Vol I. d hut, 

Vitate cojufqae ftupri perTcripdt^ atque obfignata mllit Ke« 
roni. *Tu frttntdtd that*s tki very Satyr 'which htars the 
msme rf Parowms^ a»S of vohkh only a fnv Frapnents an Uft 
m I hu *tis fUun that they are two very d^rent Pieces. 
Tirft, aeeordi9f to the narrative of Tacitus, Pttromus did not 
expofe Nero*s Dehatteheries, tiU hp had refolved to die^ or even 
till after he had begun to open the Veins, that is to fay ^ hut 
s very little tohile before Ins Dea$h \ and by eonfequtnce the 
Writing he font to Nero tnufi be very Jhort : whereas by fhe 
Frapnents we have at this day under the name of Pef renins^ 
it appears that the whole Work was a very long ^omanc^e* 
The Manufcript of TraW, which is now in the Library, of 
the King of Fratue, fhrvos that they are the Fragments of 
the XVth and XVlth Books of PetroniusU Satyr. Secondly, 
in the Wriiing which P$tronit$s font to Nero, he nam*d the 
ferfons who were Companions with the tyrant in his Debau- 
cheries; whereas in the Work we are fpeaking of, all the per- 
font have fi^iottt invented Names, Thirdly, Petronius con* 
fin*d Us Paper to Kerp*s fecret Deba»fheries : whereas the Aw 
thor of the Fragments that are left us, gives a general ac* 
count of the Vices of his tinse\ in which he has alfo mixed 
feme Epifodes, He is very merry upon the inconftancy of 
bTomese : he declaims agaih/i the falfe Eloquence of the Bar 1 
•complains of the decay of the liberal Arts $ lays down Butet 
for the Epk Poem, and gives the snodel of a Poer^ upon the 
Civil War, &c. Fourthly and U^ly, the Adventures or Jn^ 
tri^uet he tells of^ do not mean either Nero's Court, or that 
Smperor'i feeret Debaucheries. The Chara^ers he reprefentt 
4tre theft of the coittmon People, or even of the dregs of the 
Popttlaca^ firnd-men, flavet^ vagabonds, fharpers, &c. 
Thefe confidarations are fujfcienty I think, to Jhew that the 
Satyr which afUars by the name of Petronius, is a Piece very 
d^firettt from that which Petronius font to Nero, tf, after 
this, aioy wiU offer » WMi^tain, that thefe two Pieces come . 
ttevoftkelefs ftom one and the f^e handy they will be obliged 
to giv§ fuch proofs of if at have not yet been produc'd^ 
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1664. *^^ continues he, whether be ffves us the C 
rasters of fome people after bis awn fancy ^ of 
the life^ is a thing very difficult to know^ ana %ve c 
not be pojitively ajfured of it. Nevertheleis, 
thinks therms no Cbaraher in Petronji; 
but what fits N S R o : but he is not of opini 
that he wrote that Satyt with the fame Jpirit tl 
Horace wrote his ; he rather looks ilpc 
him as a nice Courtier that ridicules^ than as 
puhlick Cenfor who makes it his hufinefs to blam 
corruption. If^ fays he, Petronius bad d6 
Jigffd to gvue us an ingetious Moral in the defcrip 
tion of PTeafureSy he would have endeavoured tt 
create in us fome diftafie for them. He wduld riot 
have fet off Vice with (b many charms, and he 
would at leaft have given us fome infiance of di^ 
vine or human Jufiice upn bis Debauchees. 

About that rime, M, de St. Evr£mond 
received a Letter from the Marefchal dz 
Grammont, who chared him with too 
much negleftiii^ his own Afl^irs, ^nd not fuffid- 
cntly importuning his Friends in France, to en- 
deavour his reconciliation with the Court: 
whereupon he thought fit to write the following 
Anfwer to that generous friend : 

" YOU refproach nie for not letting my 
Friends hear from me i to which I anfwer, 
that a man muft firft know who they are^ be- 
fore he can write to them. When the world 
frowns upon us, we Ihall find our felves mit 
taken, if we lay any ftrels upon old aquain- 
tance, whom we are apt to call by the name 
of Friends. We frequently endeavour to make 
our felves remembred by Certain peribns who 
are defirous to forget us, and iii whom wc 
rather create a difguft, than an iiidinadon to 
do good offices, Thofe that are really wil- 

3 ** % 
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^ ling to fervc us in our dilgraces, are impatient 1664^ 
tb fliew us the defire they have to do it, and 
their gcncrofity fpares a Gentleman the fecret 
pain which he always finds iii himfelf, to ex- 
pofe his neccffities. As for thbfe who expedk 
to be courted, we may take it for granted^ 
that they have already, as. it wei'e, formed a de-- 
fign to abandon us ; and that they look upon 
our moft reafbnable requefts as very troubleiom 
importunities. To apply this .general Maxim 
to my own particular cafe, I will acquaint 
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*• you, that I fuppofe I have already heard from 
*' all that are diiposM to intereft themfelves in 
** my behalf ; and it would be to ho purpofe td 
** trouble fuch with my Letters, as have not yet 
?* thought fit to let me have any from them. 

** Among thofe . Friends, whom I have real- 
*^ ly found to be fo in my ill forttine, fome I 
** obferv*d were full of zeal arid tendernefs: 
" others, did not want frijcndftiip, but had 
** a lively fenfe of their incapacity to ferve 
** me ; and a9 they Were little concerned 
^^ to find themfelves without credit upon this 
occafion, they fairly left me to bear all my 
misfortunes by my felf. I ani obliged to 
them . for the good opinion they have of 
*' my Patience j 'tis a virtue to which we re- 
^^ eoneile bur f^lveis as well as vre oui, but 
** would willingly leaVe the prafidce of it ta 
•* our Enemies. In the mean . time, we ought 
** to be content with die fervices that are done 
^^ US) without complaining of thofe that are left 
^* unperformed ; and diveft pur felves as much 
** as poflUble of the fu^eftions of Self-love, 
•* which make us think people more obliged to 
** ferve us, than really diey arc. Ill fortune is 
•* not content with bringing us into calamity, 
t^ but makes us more tender to bear, and morel 

d 2 ** toudiy 
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^664. " touchy to rcfcnt every thing 5 and nature, 
" which ought to rcfift her, is in confederacy 
*• with her, and gives us a more exquifite fenfe 
" of aU the. evils Ihe docs us. 

" In my prcfent condition, 'tis my greatell 
*• care to keep my felf from fuch impreffionSr 
** Altho I put on an air of concern, I have, 
*' indeed, brought my felf to a kind of infen- 
" fibility ; and my foul, indifferent to the worft 
** accidents that can ha{^en, is affeAed with 
^^ nothing but the good offices and continued 
** kindnefs of fome of my Friends, For thefc 
** four years, fince I came out of France, I have 
** from fix months to fix months, undetgonc 
new hardships, which I make as eafy to me as 
I can by patience, I don*t love that unprofi- 
** table refiftance, whidi inflead of prefervbg u$ 
*' from mifery, does only retard that familiarity 
** which we muft contraft with it, 

Befides, thofe in whofe power it is to do 
all they pleafe, are not fo fevere upon us, as 
** otherwife they might be, when they fee us 
fubmiflive to their orders. Oppofition does 
but inflame their an^er, without leflening their 
power. This fubmiffion to, my fiiperiors dit 
pofes me mfenfibly to bear with du^ who are 
not fo. I hear my felf fre^ently cenfbred 
without reafon, and after a (light juftification, 
*' bccaufe I would not incenfe the world by too 
much argument, I patiently wait till people 
** undeceive themfcjkes ; and, in truth, there'i 
more to be expe^ed from time than from rea- 
fon. In the heat of an unludcy afFair^ fome 
*^ think it a trouble to give reafons, and others 
•* to hear them -, but upon any change either of 
** intereft or humour, a man is fbmetimes ex- 
** tolled to the Ikies for that very thing, whidi 
** ckrcafion'd his di%race. There are few per- 

I ' fons 
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^ fons at Court vfhoft reputation I have not ob- 1664, 
" ferv*d to vary twice a year; either thro* the 
^ levity of our judgments, or the diverfity of 
^ their conduct I am ib vain as to hope that 
the fame thing may befal me ; but rather 
thro* the reflexions of others, than any al- 
teration m my felf. One day or other, I 
(hail be accounted a good Frendiman, for the 
very fame Writing which has drawn reproach 
^^ upon me : and if the Cardinal were ftiU 
*^ alive, I ihould have the faoisfaftion to know 
that he juftified me in hb confcience ; for I 
have not faid one fyllable of him, which he 
** has not &xd within himfelf a hundred times. 
As I was jealous of the King^s honour, and of 
the glory of his Reign, I had a mind to de- 
** icribe the Condition we were in before the 
Peace, that ^^ other Nations might acknowr 
Itdgt the fupei(iority of ours ; and impudng 
the ill fucce& of the Negodauon to a foreigner, 
might refleft only on the advantages we had 
^* in the War. 

*^ I fhall conclude this melandboly Letter : 'tis 
** a ridiculous pradtice common to people in dit 
^^ grace, to infeft all difcourfe widi the rehear- 
^^ fal of their misfortunes; and as they are 
** wholly taken up therewith themfelves, they al^ 
** ways endeavour to pol&fi every body eife with 
•' them. The company of my Lord d'Au- 
** B I G N Y, which I am gobg to enjoy, faves 
** me any farther impertinence -, and you the fa- 
** tigue, which you muft otherwife have exr 
•• pd^ed. With him joy is of all Countries and 
^* Conditions > infomuch, that in his company, 
** an unfortunate man becomes too gay, and 
^ inconfiderately lofes that ferious air, which wc 
** ought, in good manners at leaft, to preferve 
•* in our misfortunes." 

d 3 M. 
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1665. M. DE St. Evremond was thus allevr^ 
ating the forrows of his Dilgracc, when he was 
ieiz^d with vapours that caft him into a fort of 
melancholy, and weakned him very much. The 
Phyficians told him, that nothing but the change 
of air cou'<l cure him ; and that if he could not 
go to Montpellier, he would do well, however, 
to crofs the fea, and ftay fome time in Holland. 
He dofed the more eamy with this advice, be- 
caufe they dien began to oe fenfible at London 
of that infeftious air, which foon occafionM the 
moft deftrudive Plague diat ever raged in En- 
gland. 

As ibon as he was arrivM at die H^^ue, he 
wrote a Letter to the Marquifs d e G r eqjj i % 
wherein he tells him. That after having lived in 
the eonftraint of Courts^ be has the comfort to end 
his days in the freedom of a Commonwealth^ where 
if nothing is to be hoped for^ therms ai leajt no^ 
thing to he feared. He (peaks in praife of the 
Government of Holland, and of the Penfionary 
D E Wit: gives the Charafter of the Dutch 
Ladies, and a fhort Defcriptioh of the Hague. 
Nor doe^ he forget the Prince of Orange, then 
at the age of fifteen. IFe go now and then^ 
fays M. D£ St. Evremond, to make our 
Court to the young Prince^ who will have reafon to 
eomplain of me^ if I only tell you that no per/on of 
his age and JuaJity^ was ever mafiet of fb much 
good fenfe and judgment. 

My Lord d'Avbigky was then at Paris, and 
had written to M. de St. Evremokd, that 
before he went back to England, he would take 
a turn to HoUand, from whence they two would 
go to fee the prindpal Courts of Germany : but 
in the me^ time, as he had no leis Intereft ini 

France 

' T0U I. pi* zoj; 
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France than in England, fuch flrong fbUicitadons t66s. 
were made in his favour at the Court of Rome^ 
that he was advanced to the Cardinalftiip, prefer-^ 
ably to the Abbot Mont AGUE*, who was alfo 
powerfully recommended.^ 'Tis trufe, he had 
not the fatisfadtion to enjoy his new Dignity 
long : for he died in the month of November 
1665, not many hours after the arrival of the 
Courriery who brought him the Cardinal's cap *• 
M. DE St. Evremond was extremely con- 
cerned for My Lord d* A u b i o n v's Death 5 and 
to give his grief fome diverfion, he fat down in 
writing the Converfation he had in 1650 with 
the Duke d £ C a n d a l e ^ I do not fretend^ 
fays he in the beginning of that Piece, to enter^ 
tain the Publick with my private concerns. It little 
imports others to kno^ my affairs and difgraces 5 
hut it would be ill nature not to allo^ me to reflet 
en mypaft life^ and to divert my mind from melan^ 
4;boly thoughts J to others not altogether fa difagreeable. 
How^er^ as it is ridiculous for a man to be aU 
ways talking of him/elf j alt bo it were to himfelf^ 
fever al perfovs zvill be introduced in this difcourje^ 
which will afford me more fatisfaifion than I can 
find in any conoerfation^ now I have lojl that of 
my Lord u^AvniGKY. 

d4, M, 

^ fFakir Montague, Son H Henry Montapu, Earl of Man^ 
ibifter^ tvho dy*d' in i ^41 • 

* SttthoOxvoKi} GAZ^rri^ NfitfthrumthoPaiio 
^Irnckof Novenfiiri^»U6^, The London Qzzettt is on^ 
a continuatwn of it. When the Court ritir*d to Oxford, hjf., 
roafon of the Plagta at London, they, began to puhUJk that 
Gax^te there the 24th of Nwmhir iC$\, and this laftott 
$01 the Plague bang over, and^ the Court hemg rotum^d to. 
Whitehall, the 14th Gaxatte ofthex^^ of February 1666 wat. 
fublijh'd with the Title of the LoNl^oi^ Qa;^E1|JTI*. 
The VmiihxtVit began in i€iu 
^ yoLU.pag.u 
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1666. M. DE St. Evremond was foon known 
to perfons of the higheft diftinftion in Holland^ 
He was acquainted with the foreign Minifters rc- 
fiding at the Hague, viz. the Baron d e Li s 0^ 
LA, the Emperor*s Ambaflfador; Count d'E- 
s T R A D E s, whom hc had known in the War of 
Guienne, and who was then Ambafiador of 
France; the Conde de Melos, Ambafiador 
of Portugal, £s?f. The Count de Lionne, 
firft Gentleman of the Horfe of the great Stable, 
and Nephew to the Marquis de Lionne, 
Secretary of State for foreign Affairs, was then at 
the Hague. He was proud of an acquaintance 
with M. DE St. Evremond, and afliiPd 
him, that as foon as he returned to France, he 
would do him all the good offices in his power. 

M. DE St. Evr Esmond took likewife a 
pleafure In vifiting fome Learned Men, and cele- 
brated Philofophers, who were then at the 
Hague, particularly MelTieurs Heinsius, 
Vossius, and Spinoza. " The latter, y&ii 
^^ be to me one da'j^ was of a middle ftature, and 
*' pleafing countenance : his learning, modefty, 
•* and diftintereilednefs made him efleem'd and 
** courted by all the ingenious perfons then at 
** the Hague. It cUd not appear fi-om his ordi- 
I. •' nary converfation, that he had thofc fenti- 

** ments afterwards found in his Poftbumous 
Works. He admitted a Being diflindl from 
Matter, who had wrought Miracles by natural 
means, and ordain'd Religion for the practice 
of Juftice and Charity, and to require Obedi- 
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*• ence : which, added M. r>t St. E v r e- 
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MONO, he afterwards endeavoured to prove 
in his Political Divinity^ This feems, indeed, 
tx> be the chief tenor of that Book : but, upon 
a ftridt examination, it will foon appear, that 
it ItrlkcS at Religion it fclf. Spinoza 



M. DB ST. BVRSMOND. Ivii 

not lay himfclf open all at once. He ftill iC66. 
us'd ibme caution, when M. dx St. Evrc- 
ia on d was in Holland : but, if we may credit 
JMfonfieur Stoupp, not many years after, he 
Juid ofefdyy in difcourfe^ that Gad is not a Being 
endued with intelligtme^ infinitely ferfoSf and happy ^ 
as we fitppdfe him to be ; but that be is only that 
Virtue of Nature^ which is diftributed tq all Crea- 
tures '• The fame condud 13 obfervable in his 
. Works. His Political Divimty contains the feeds 
of his Atheiftical Tenets, tho in fome meafure 
wrapt up and concealed; and 'tis only in his 
Pofthumous Works that he may be laid to have 
caft oS* the mask. 

There was then at London, an Irilh Man, 
G R E A T R A k's by name, who performed won- 
derful cures that feem'd to be miraculous. He 
was born in 1628 in the County of Waterford. 
He appeaPd very devout, and his countenance 
was grave and honeft, wi^out any appearance of 
guile. He has himfelf acquainted us, that in 
the year 1662, he had an impuUe, or a perfua- 
lion in his mind, that he cou*d cure the King's- 
Evil ; which peifuafion grew {o itrong upon him^ 
that he touch'd fbveral people, and cur'd them. 
Three years after, a Fever raging in his Coun- 
ty, he imagined that he was able to cure it; 
whereupon he try'd the experiment, and he 
afliires us, that he cur'd all that were recom- 
mended to him. In the laft place, he had in 
the month of Apr&I 1665, another impulle, 
which indin'd him to think, that he had die 
power to cure Wounds and Ulcers ; which, he 
toys again, was confirmed by experience : and he 

alfo 

» La R^oa <l«t Hollandoii, Uttm^ iii./^* ') ^*ho 
Psurii Edieiei^ m I(7^ Sm tin Hiftorical and Critical 
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1 666^ alfo found, that he cur'd G>nvulfions, the Dropljr, 
and feveral other diftempers. People flock'd to 
him from all parts, and his reputation increased 
to tjiat degree, that the Clergy forbad him to 
undertake more of thofe cures. Mean time, the^ 
Lord Conway's Lady having been lick a 
long while, engaged him to come over to at- 
tend her, As he advanced towards that Lord's 
Country-Seat, in the beginning of the yezr 
%666y the Magiftrates of feveral Cities and 
Towns, thro* which he pafs*d invited him to cure 
their fick. The King being informed of it, com- 
manded the Earl of Arlington, Secretary 
of State, to order his immediate repair to White-^ 
hall. The Court g^vc no great credit to his pre- 
tended power of v^orking Miracles, but did not 
forbid him to appear abroad. Therefore he re- 
paired daily to Lincolns-Inn-Fields, whither in- 
credible numbers of Patients of all ranks and 
fexes Sock'd from all parts. AH he did, was only 
to Slroak them ; and thereby all Pains, the Goutj 
Rheumatifm, Convulfions, £sf^. were removed 
from one part to another, even to the extremities 
of the Body, after which they entirely difappear^d. 
This made him be calPd the Slroaker. He 
afcrib'd feveral diftempers to evil Spirits, which 
he diftinguiih'd into feveral fpecies. As fbon as 
thofe that were poflefs*d faw him or heard his 
voice, they fell to the ground, or had violent 
agitations. He curM them, as. he did the other 
fick, by ftroaking t;hem. However, every body 
WQuldnot believe his miraculous gift ; and fom« 
fcverc Pamphlets were Written againft him : 
but he found zealous defenders, even among the 
Phyficians. He putlifh*d himfelf in x666 a 
Letter to the Honourable Mr. B o v l e ; m which 
he ^ave a fhort Hiftory of his Life, and from 
whence I took tJie particulars you have been 
^ ' • • ^ ' ■ ' '" " read^ 
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wading '. To it were annex'd, a great many Cer- t666. 
lificates fign'd by pcrfons of known probity ; 
:m4 pardcularly by Mr. Boyle, and by Dn 
WiLi^iNS, Dr, Whichcot, Dr. Cup- 
WORTH, ^nd Pr. P A T r i ck, famous Divines, 
who attefted the truth of the wpnderful Cures he 
had performed s but, nevertheleis,^ his reputation 
fcarce lafted any loiter than that of J a m $ s 
Aymar- ; for it appeared, at laft, that all 
tbofe miraculous Cures were entirely founded on 
the Credulity of the Publick. It was even ob- 
ferv'd, that this Miracle-monger ftroak'd the 
Women more feelingly than the Men ; and 
people did afterwards make themfelves merry 
with fome intrigues he h^d with that Sex. The 
noife thi3 Man h^d made,gave qccalion to M. d s 
St. EvREMOND tq write a Novell intitled, 
The Irijlf Prophet % wherein he nicely banter^ the 
Credulity of the people, and the fpirit of Superfti- 
tion. He ihows at the fame time, that there's no 
Conjuration can caft out that fort of Devil, 
which fbmetimes difturbs the peace of a family. 

The Count de Lionne, was no iponer 1667, 
arrivM at Paris, than he wrote to M. d e S t. 
£y RB M QN D chat he had mentioned his Affair 

to 

^ This l4tttr is intkkd, A brief j|^cco«nt of Mr-V^e^t^^e 
preatrak's, and diyers of the ftrai^e Cures by him perform*d ; 
Written by himfelf, in a Letter addrefs'd to the Honourable 
Robert Boyle, Efq;. Whereuntoare annexed the Teftimonials 
of feveral eminent and wonhy Ferfbns of the chief Matters 
of Fad therein related. London 1666 » in 4*. Sa difo th^ 
Wrimg of Henry Stuhhe, a Phyfician $ intitled^ The miraculous 
Confotmift : orj an Account of feveral marvellous Cures 
performed by the ftroaking of the hands of Mr. Valentine 
<9reatrak*s* Printed af Oxford in 1^66, in 4*. 

^ A Peafant of paufhinoy nuho in i6$z and 1^93 ma^ 
4 great noife in trance, hy the wonderful ftrformanees of hif 
ifivining Bjfd* 
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* i66y. to feveral perfons of difHn&ion, who feem'd diC* 
pos'd to do him a fervice ; naming in particular 
the Marquis d e Lri o n k e, and the Count d 9 
LiAVSvv who was then in favour wkh the 
King. Some time after, the Prince D B T u R B »- 
KBafiur*dhim by the Count d^Averonb, and 
by the Count d'E s t b a d b s, that he wou'dbe 
very glad of an opportunity to ferve lum. M* 
DB St. Eyremond exfM'eis^d his gratitude 
to him for remembring him» and beggfd him to 
continue to him the honour of his good will. 

Mean while he did what he cou'd to make 
himfelf eafy in a difagreeable fituadon. Happily 
for him, he lov'd learning, reflected on what be 
had read, and knew how to write. A Man of 
Letters, never knows the pls^e of idleneis : 
when the company of his Friends fails him, . he 
finds a remedy in Reading or in Compofition. 
M. p£ St. Ev RE MONO diverted himfelf 
with drawing the Pidure of a IVotnan who 
never waSy nor will ever be found^ , or rather in 
pving the Character of an accomplijlfd f erf on: 
and he obferves, that he did not attempt to feek 
fucb a ferfon among ft Men^ becaufe therms altvays 
wanting in their converfation^ a certain Jweetnefs 
which we meet with in that of Women 5 and that he 
thought it more fojftble to find the ftrongeft and 
founaeft Reafon of Men in, a Womany than thofe 
Charms ana Endearments that are fo natural to 
Women in a Man. 

The converfations he had withMonfieurVos* 
s I IT s, gave him the thought of writing down 
{omc Obfervations he had made on Sallust 
and Tacitvs% which he addrefs'd to that 
great man, whom he calPd his Learned Friend. 
fie alfo compos'd fomc other Works« which I 

ihall 
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ihdl mendon hereafter. Count ds Liokne, i66y. 
who had feen fome of thefe Pieces, defir'd M. 
D£ St. Evrbmond to communicate them 
to him ; but he fent him only, The Character of 
41 IVoman who is not to be found. 

M. DE Sr* EvREMOND had a mind to 

folace himfelf for a few months, with (bme more 

lively amufement \ and relblv'd to go and fee 

Flanders. He ipent fome time at Breda, where 

che Peace was negotiating between England and 

Holland. He went afterwards to Spaw, and 

from dience to Bruflels, where he faw the Prin- 

cefi oflsENGH IE N5 and Don Antonio ds 

CoRDOUA, favourite to Don Juan, and 

'Lieutenant-General of the Spanifh horfe. In 

his return to the Hague, he went thro* Ltege, 

where he got acquainted with M. S l u s i u s, 

a Canon of St. Lambert, fo famous for his great 

-knowledge of the Law, and the Mathematicks. 

Some time after. Count de Lionne in-> 

formed him, that ^e Marquis d e Lionne 

defir'd he wou'd write to him a Letter that 

might be (hewn to the King; promiling, at the 

fame time, to back it. Hereupon M. d e St. 

EvREMOND wrote to that Minifter of State, 

the following Letter : 

•* Do not imagine. Sir, diat I am over-fond 
*• of foreign Countries, becaufe vou fee me em- 
** pk)y fo little care and induftry to procure 
" my Return to my own. It proceeds not from 
^* fupinenels ; nor from a great affedion to the 
** places I am in, or an averfion to thofc where 
** you are. The truth is, I would not beg of 
** the Kbg the leaft alleviation, before I had 
** fufier'dwhati ought to undef^, for having 
*^ been fo unhappy as to diipleafe him. But, 
^* after fo many years di%race and licknefs, I 

1^* hope 
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1667. " hope I may be allowed to lay before yotij 
^* in what manner I have faiPd ; or if I dare 
** Ip^ak it, clear my feif of the appearance of 
*^ a fault. 

'* As the ccnfurc of thofe that are oppofite 
^^ to us, is the niceil commendation that can be 
given us, I thought I did artfully contribute to 
the glory of the genius that reigns at prefenr, 
by expofing the (hame of that which governed 
** heretofore. Not but that the. Cardinal had 
^^ commendable talents : but thofe qualides 
^* which would have been applauded by men^ 
confider'd purely in themfelves, are become 
contemptible by the oppofition of thofe of the 
King : from whence it comes to pais, that to- 
lerably great actions are eclipsed by others 
more (hining ; that a lefs merit, when fet nepr 
a greater, looks like a defedt ; and confe- 
quently that the King's glory ruins the repu- 
^^ tation of his Miniiler : fo that td find fault 
" with the defpifmg what his Eminency has 
done, is in fome meafure to be forry, that 
what his Majefty does, is admir'd. 
^' I own, that if the fame Maxims that were 
*' then, foUow'd, were put in pradice now, it 
^^ would look as if an approbation of them 
** ftiould be required ; and we fhould immediate- 
ly give ours, out of refoedful duty : but fincc 
they are purpofely laid afide, and even the 
mpft pppoiite Schemes purfu*d, there's a cer- 
•' tain delicacy in not approving what's avoid- 
^* ed, and 'tis a piece of prudence to rejeft what 
*' fo wife a King thinks not fit to do* 

*' Don't urge to me, that 'tis a crime to at- 
" tack the reputation of the dead : for if thac 
** be admitted, he who ruips it, would be the 
** firit and the greatefl criminal himfelf. When 
^ he humbles the pride of the Spaniarckj and 

**the 
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** the arrc^nce of the Germans ; when he i667, 
^< debafes Rome, and fubmits himielf to the 
Church -, when he fupport$ the Empire againft' 
the power of the Turk, at the fame time 
that the King of Spain abandons the Emperor, 
and leaves the dominions of his family exposed 
*^ to the invaiion of the Infidels ; when he 
** makes War with fo much conduft and vl- 
** lour, and Peace with fo much fpirit and wif- 
** dom: what docs he do, but condemn by 
** his actions, what I have blam*d by writing ; 
*' and pals a more fevere and hiore pofitive ceii- 
*' fure upon it before the whole world ? 

Never doubt it, Sir, *tis the King himfelf 
who has done the Cardinal the injury that is 
charg'd upon me : his Majefty's fhining and 
admirable qualities, his AdMons, his Ad- 
*' miniftration, his Counfels, have fuggefted to 
^' me the fmaU ideas I have of his Eminence ; 
and in my prefent condition, I muft ask par- 
don for a thing which 'tis not in my power t6 
** repent of But what fubjeft-matter of coni- 
<< plaint has the Cardinal, which is not common 
•* to him with all our Kings ? Have not their 
** Reigns the fame fate with his Miniftry ? Are 
" not their atchievements cry'd down^ and theit 
** reputation edips'd, like his ? 

** In former times, we thought it fufficient to 
^^ maintain our felves againft one Nation in War 
*^ with us : but now a-days, all Europe, as one 
** may fay, in confederacy, is not able to ftand 
^^ againft us. Heretofore we accounted that 1 
^orious Peace, by which fome place or other 
was reftor'd to us : now the Spaniards feek 
their fafety in the yielding up of whole Pro- 
vinces 5 and if juftice did not ever regulate 
our pretenfions, the queftion wou'd not be fo 
?• much what they yield as what they keep. 

•* Formerly, 
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1667. *' Formerly our Allies murmured for being ill* 
'* fupported in the War, or abandoned in the 
** Peace : but in our days, thofe who were fallen 
** thro' their own fault, have been raifed up a- 
'^ gain by our affiftance ; and the mfluence of 
** our Power has form*d all the greatiieis of o- 
** thcrs. To adhere to us, is a certain advance^ 
*^ ment ; to be divided from us, almoft certain 
ruin. 

'^ While the King a&s as he does, he autho* 

rizes me to Ipe^ as I ipeak : if they will 

have me recant, let him grow remifs ; aban-> 

don his Allies, and fuffer his enemies to re* 

gain their ground. In fuch a cafe, I (hall be 

** favourable to the Cardinal, and cry up the. 

** the fame things I have run down : but at this 

•' rime, when the Nations that adhere to our 

*' friendfhip, behold with pleafure our prefent 

*' Government ; and, on the contrary, the Na- 

*' tions oppofite to our intereft, regret with 

** grief our lail Miniftry ; all my refleftions con- 

^* firm me in what I have faid ; and my mind 

*' being ileady in its firft opinion, cannot be 

f* turned to other thoughts. 

" If the King's tendernefs continued to the 
** memory of a Perfon who was dear to him i 
•* if the conftancy of his aflfedtion for a dead 
^' man, have inclined him to take ill what I 
^'^ thought fo much to his .advantage, I befeedi 
'^ him to confider, that my Intentions are dif* 
**' appointed. I did did not think to offend the 
** nicenels of hb Friendfhip, and fancy'd that I 
*^ had exquiiite thoughts for the advantage of 
his Glory. In all things miftakes are excuia- 
ble -, but an error that proceeds from to no* 
^* ble and fb excellent a principle, leaves no 
** room for refentment. Do not diink, how- 
!f ever, that I hereby defign to read LeOures 

V in- 



cc 
cc 



M- DE ST. EVREMOND. Ixf 

•* inftead of putting up moft humble Prayers, 1667^ 
*' and to inftrudl his Majefty in his Duty, inftead 
•^ of fubnnitting to his Will. I expcdt his orders 
*• about my fate with a perfed refignation, and I 
** am prepared with gratitude for a pardon, or 
•* with patience to fufFer the punlfhment 

*^ If he be fo gracious as to put an end to my 
** Miferies, he will add the dependance of a 
•* creature to the obedience of a fubjeft, and 
** foften the conftraint that binds by the afFedtion 
** which attaches. But I little confult my 
** thoughts when I fpeak at this rate. The obli- 
** gation in which I Was borri, is to me the 

* ftrongeft attachment in the world ; and duty 
** has the fame charms for me, as favours might 
** have for others. In moft men fubjedtion is 
** only an apparent docility, which, while it 
•* afFeds a fubmiffive air, ftirs up Inward muf- 
** murings, and with an humble look endea- 
** vours, by a fecret rcfiftance, to prcferve a re- 
** mainder of liberty. It is not die fame with 
** me. Nature keeps nothing in referve for it felf 
** when obedience comes in queftiori 1 the King^s 
** orders meet with no fentiments in my foul 
'* that do not either prevent them by Indinati- 
^* on, or fubmit to them without conftraint by 

** Duty. What feverity foever I undergo, I • 
** feek a comfort for my Sufferings in the good 
** fortune of him who is the caufe of them. I 
** alleviate the Hardlhips of my condition by 
** the felicity of his ; and nothing can rendei* 
** me unhappy, fince notb'ng can alter the Prof- 
f f fperity 6f his affairs.^* 

• 6ut neither this Letter, ndr the SoUicitationi 
of the Marquis b £ L i b n n £, had any cffedt 
upon the King's mind, as we (hall foon fee. 

Voii L « • About 
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1668. About the beginning of the year 1668, the 
Prince of Tufcany came to Holland ; and as 
he defigned to make fome ftay at the Hague, 
he hired a houfe there, in which M. d e S t. 
EvREMOND had an Apartment, as well as fome 
other perfons of Quality, who thereupon were 
obliged to look for other lodgbgs. M. d e St. 
EvREMOND was preparing to remove like the 
reft ; but that Prince not only defired him to 
ftay, but likewife to ufe his Table whilft he con- 
tinued at the Hague. He has ever fince honoured 
him with his efteem, and fent him a Prefent 
of the beft Wines in Italy every year. 

The Count deLionne fpared nothing' to 
engage M. dbSt. Evremond to commu- 
nicate to him the Works he had compofed in 
Holland : he defired him to fend him his Obfer^ 
vations on Salluji and Taciius^ adding, that M. d e 
LiONNE, the Minifter, would be glad to 
perufe them. M. d e St. E v re m o n d's mo- 
defty being offended at the Praifes with which 
this requeft was accompany'd, expoftulated with 
the Count in this manner : / muji deftre yoUj faid 
he ', not to jeer me at this rate^ by hejiowing excef- 
five Commendation upon trifles^ which are the refult 
of Idlenefs^ and on which I fet no other value than 
for the amufement they afford me during fome very 
tedious hours. I wijh they may prove the like 
amufement to you : and fuch as they are^ IHl not 
fail fending you by the next pojl^ the Obfervations 
on Salluft and Tacitus, which I mentioned to you. 
^he firft afcribes all to nature : with him all t^ 
vents are the effeSls of metis tempers ; wherefore 
^tis his chief eft care to gvve us a true knowledge of 
Men^by the admirable CbaraSlers he has left us of ^em. 
The other afcribes all to politicks^ and makes a my^ 

\i fiery 
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Jiery of every tbingy afcribing all to Craft and Ad-^ 16684 
drejfsy and little or nothing to a Marfs Conjlitutioni 
From thence I confider how difficult it is to find in 
the fame perfon a ferfeSl Knowledge of Men^ and 
a profound Skill in Bujtnefs 5 and in eight or ten 
lines I fhewy that M. d b L i o n n e, the Mi- 
fdjier^ has reconciled two qualifications^ generally 
divided^ which are found in him in the hi^efi per* 
feSlion that can be. The Ob/ervations on Sallujl 
and Tacitus do not come fhort of the beft 
performances of M. de St. Evremono^ 
" If our Grammarians, fays a learned Critick \ 
** knew how to difcourfe and write after this 
'^ manner on the Antients, they would make 
*' every body fond to ftudy them ; but their 
** Learning confifiing Only in the knowledge of 
'* Words, Cuftoms, and, at moft, of Chrono- 
^^ logy, added to a blind admiration of all they 
** read, gives Gentlemen a dilguft for Lite- 
rs rature." 

M. DE St. Evremond fent alfo toM. p b 
L I o N N £ the Dijfertation he had made fbme 
time before on M. R a ci n e*s Tragedy, caU*d 
Alexander the Great ; defiring him to communicate 
it to none but his intimate friends, aiid above ali 
things not to fufFer it to be copied out. But M* 
De Lionne acquainted him, that that Piece 
was abroad in manufcript \ and that B a r b i k,. 
a fiookfeller at Paris, was about printing it, 
with fome other Works that were affirmed to be 
his: adding, that M. de Racine^s friends 
were extremely dif&tisfied with that critical 
Diflertadon, being apprehenlive that it would da 
himanmjury. M. de St. Evremond was 
very much furprized at this piece of news : 
!' Madam Bourneau, faidhe inbisAnfiver 

C 2 *^ tQ 
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1668. ** /(? Af. D E L I o N N E ', has fcrvcd me a very 

** fcurvy trick, in (hewing a confufcd EflTay I 

** had fent her upon Alexander. This Wo- 

*' man, whom I often faw in England % and 

** who has a great deal of found wit, fent me 

*• that Piece of R a ci n e, with a defire to give 

*• her my judgment upon it ; which I did in 

** hafte, without allowing my felf fufficient time 

** to perufc that Tragedy widi attention. I de- 

*^ fired her as earneftly as poflible, not to (hew 

*^ my Letter : but being lefs fcrupulous than 

*^ your felf, in following the advice of friends, t 

*• find (he has (hewn it to all the world, and has 

<* now brought me into the perplexity you men- 

•* tion. I hate extremely, adds M. de St. 

*• E V R E M ON D, to fee my name tofs*d about 

*' in all places almoft, particularly with things 

*• of (his nature. I am unacquainted with R a- 

** cine; he is a great Wit, and I wilh it were 

** in my power to ferve him : yet his greateft ene- 

** mies could not have done otherwife than what 

** I have done without defign. However, Sir, 

** if, as you tell me, *tis not polTible to hinder the 

** printing of thofe collcfted Pieces, I beg that 

** my Name be not put to them : *tis better 

** diey (hould be printed by the Copy you have, 

^* and as correftly as poflible, than in fuch a 

•* confufion as they have been handed about to 

*^ the Printer." 

•Tis very probable, that M. de Lionne 
had no manner of (hare in the Edition of (bme 
of M. DE St. Evremond's Works, that 

came 

< Vol I. fag. 14?, i^fi^ ' 

* Madam Baurmau, Ifif^ ef'a Pnjtdent in tki SmfchdU 

-; Jh^ of Saumitr^ accompamd Madamo de Commingei to Eng^ 

landini66^, whenM.deCmmiffges cam$ hithtr in mtaUtr 

^f Ambaffad^r/rom Francu 
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came out about that time *, for he would not 1668, 
have fufFer'd them to be fo mangled as they 
were. 

In the Dijferiaiion on the Tragedy calPcJ the 
Grand Alexander *, M. d E S t. E v r e m o n d 
owns there are ftrong and bold Thoughts^ and Ex^ 
prejfions equally nervous : but he thinks that M. 
Racine has not well hit the Qiaradters of 
PoRus and Alexander. He finds that in- 
Head of making them fpeak confonantly to the 
genius of their Age and Nation, he has given 
them the humour and manners of French Men ; 
charges him with a deftgn of giving a greater idea 
of Po Rus than 0/ A l e x a n d e r, in which be 
could not pofftbly fucceed \ and of having en/laved 
thofe two Heroes to Princejfes altogether imaginary. 
He blames him for reprefentingP o rus muftng on 
his Miflrefs^ juft before a great battle which was to 
decide bis dejiiny ; and for making Alexander 
quit the field when the enemy began to rally. He 
examines afterwards the ufe that ought to be 
made of Love in Tragedy, and fliews that 
CoRNEiLLE has been no leis fuccefsful in that 
rcfpeft than in the Charafter of all his Heroes : 
he wifhes that M. R a c i n £ would imitate him, 
and learn of him the Art of painting Gre^ Men 
well, M. CoRNSiLLE was fo fenfible of the 
Commendations M. deSt. EvREMONDhad 
given him on this occafion, that he thought him? 
felf obliged to return him his thanks \ The 
Anfwer which M. de St. Evrbmon d wrote 
(o Urn, is ftill a better demonftration of ;he 
cftccm he had for that celebrate^ Poet J. 

e 3 Abaut 

< They noenprmud at Paris hy Barhins 

^ Fol» I. fag, 232. 
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f 668, About that tijne the Count d b L i o n n b ac- 
quainted M. D£ St. Evremond that his 
Letter had been read to the King, but had not 
the fuccefs that was expedted from it ; becaufe 
theMinifters who had declared againft hini> and 
I who had a great influence over the King, ftill 
oppofed his Return. / knew nothings faid M. d e 
St. Evr e m o n d in his Anfwer to the Count', 
of what you write to me^ none of my friends having 
been forward^ any more than yoiir f elf ^ in giving me 
a melancholy piece of news : but this Difcretion^ as 
obliging as it is^ makes me guefs that they have an 
ill opinion of my Conjiancy. Seven long Tears of mif 
fortunes ought at leajl to have inured me to Sufferings^ 
if they have not been able to form in me a Virtue to 
reftft them. To end a moral Difcourfe^ impertinent 
to him that makes itj and too fever e for him we ettn 
tertain^ Plltell you in few words^ that I fhould have 
been glad to fee again the moft agreeable Country I 
know of^ and fome Friends as dear to me for the 
tokens of their Friendfhip as for the fake of their 
Merit. However a man mufi not defpair becaufe he 
lives in a Nation where delights are fcarce. I con-- 
tent my felf with Indolence where I cannot enjoy 
Pleafures, I had ftill five or fix years to relifh 
Plays^ Mufick^ and good Cheer ^ and I mufi take 
up with Policy^ Order^ and Economy ; and form to 
my felf a langui/hing amufement from the contem- 
plation of the grave Dutch Virtues. He promifes 
in the fame Letter to fend M. deLionne 
three little Difcourfes he compofed in England, 
on fordid and bafe Intereft ; on pure andfolid Vir-- 
tue ; and the Thoughts of a Gentleman who keeps a 
medium^ and draws fro^ both what ought to enter 
into civil Intercourfe '. 

Not 
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Not long after M. dbLionnb having ac- 1669* 
quainted him that he continued to foUicit all 
thofe who were concerned for him, particularly 
Madam * * * and Count d b L a u z u n, M. 
J} H St. EvREMOND returned him thanks for 
his good offices ; but at the fame time defired 
him not to be too importunate with his Friends. 
/ am infinitely obliged, faid he ', /(? Madam * * * 
for her kindnefs, and to you for your zealous endea-^ 
'vours : but IJhould be glad , that for the future no 
body would ftir up the Count de Lauzun to 
ferve me ; for I am fun he* II do of his own ac- 
cord all that lies in his power for vie, without doing 
bimfelf hurt, and I Jhould be forry to draw upon 
him the leaji mortification. He ought to fay nothing 
to his Mafier but what*s agreeable, and hear 
nothing from him but what*s grateful 5 for when 
^a Mafier has once begfin to refufe, he eaftly gets 
a habit of denying other things. I have heard, 
a great Courtier fay, that a man ought as much 
as poilible to avoid the firft repulfe ; and I 
Jhould be extremely forry to have drawn it on a 
perfon I honour Jo highly as I do the Count d e 
Lauzun. Not but that I lie under a fort of 
necejfity of going to France for two months, unlefs I 
will refolve to lofe the lit t If I have there, and all 
that I have to fubftfi me in a foreign Country, 
^here is, as I take it, about forty tboujand Uvres 
ftill due to me, of which I can get nothing : however^ 
I fear more than Want, the relief of Nature, which 
might put an end to the ill treatments I receive from 
Fortune. 

M. D E St. Evrbmond had no other 1670. 
thoughts than quiedy to pais the remainder of 
his days m Holland, when Sir William 
T E M p L £ delivered to him Letters from the 

e 4 Earl 
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^^70* Earl of A ft L I N G T o N, by which he was in- 
formed that King Charles defired his Re- 
turn to England '. Hereupon he eroded the 
fea once more ; and the King gave him a Pen- 
fion of three hundred Pounds a year* But Eng- 
land was not M. D E St. E v ft b mon d*s Coun- 
try '9 and notwithftanding the Civilities he received 
from all hands, he did not forget France. / am 
returned to a Courts faid he to the Count d b \ 

L I o N H E % after having lived four years in a 
Republick without pleafure or delight : for^ in my 
opinion^ the Hague is the true feat of Indolence. I 
know not how I recovered mjfelf •, but however^ I 
lon^d to fed fomething more quick and lively \ and 
the hopes of returning to France directed my views to 
London, as a medium between the French Courtiers 
ftnd the Dutch Burgomafiers. Hitherto I might as 
ivell bear with the Heavinefs, or tofpeak more oblige 
if^ly, the Gravity of the Gentlemen of Holland : for 
If card find my felf nearer to France than I was ; 
€ind the Vivacity I have fludied is very injurious to 
my Repofsy fince it keeps me off from Indolence witb^^ 
out advancing me to Pleafure : that, I mean, which 
Jpromifed to my felf of feeing you at Paris \ tho, to 
fpeak the truth y I find here a great deal, amongfi 
abundance of polite and well-bred Men. 

^671; In the year 1671 the Count deLiokne in- 
formed M, de St. Evrbmond, that the 
Marquis de Lionnb was dead, and that the 
Count DE Lauzvn was confin'-d in the Gtadel 
6f Pignerol ' : which news went the nearer to his 
heart, becaufe he thereby loft two illuftrious 
Friends who had great intereft at Court 

The 

'' See ih0E. of Arlington's Letters to Sir ViUuUB Tem» 
|le : L$nir </ tbt 29th tf Jfril 1670. 

■ Vol. II. fag. 51. 

' This ivas for b'ts attempting to marry Mademe{felle, cnJy 
Daughter of Gafion Duke of Orleans. Hi v/as mt nU^fU 
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The Marefchal dbCrequi having asked 1671^ 
him what frame his Mind was in, and what be 
thought of things in his Old Age^ he fent him aDiC- 
courfe ', containing Refleftions on the different 
Tempers of a man's Mind according to his diffe* 
rent ftages of Life i on the Reading and Choice 
of Books ; on Poetry % on ibme Spaniih, Ita- 
lian, and French Authors ; on G>nveriation ; on 
Literature -, the knowledge of Law ;»bn Ingra- 
titude ; and on Religion. Of all the Works of 
M. DE St. Eyremond, there is none in 
which he has painted himfelf more to the life 
than in this. It (hews him at one view, a 
Courtier, a Man of Letters, a Philofopher, a 
Divine ; and difcovers a fine Genius, a delicate 
Tafte, and a nice Difcernment. 

Madam d e Qu erovaxle coming over to 
England in 1671, M. de St. Eyremond 
fent her a Problem in imitation of the Spaniards % 
wherein he puts the Queftion, which of the two is 
tnoft injurious to the well-being of the Fair Sex^ ei- 
ther to abandon themfehes wholly to their IncUna- 
tions^ or to follow all the diffates of Virtue : and 
whether their indulging their Paffions is attended 
with more Misfortunes than they are deprived of 
Pleafures by a Conftraint. He obferves that he has 
feen the Voluptuous lamenting themfelves for the 
contempt which Love has caft them into ; and 
that he had known Prudes groaning under thq 
feverity of their Virtue, whofe AffeHions being 
reftrained by their Difcretion^ fought to vent by 
Jighs the fecret torment they endured by not daring 
to love. From hence he concludes, that fuch a' 
Woman is happy who knows bow to behave herfeEf^ 
4ifireetly xmthout checking her Inclination : for as 

'tis 
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JL671. */w feandalous to love beyond moderation^ fo His a 
great mortification for a fVoman to pafs her life 
without one Amour. Then addreffing himfelf ca 
Madam d e Qy broualle, he tells her, that 
to avoid this laft misfortune, (he'll do well to 
follow an advice which he is willing to give her 
without any by-end. " Do not, purfues he^ too 
feverely rejeft Temptations, which in thi$ 
Country offer themfelves with fuch modefty, 
*' that a Maiden nuy hearken to them without a 
hlufh. Perhaps you are fo vain as to be pleafed 
with no body but your felf, but you'll be foon 
tired with being pleafed and loved by no bodjf 
elfe ; and whatever Complacency there be in 
Self-love, you will ftand in need of another*s 
** Love, for the real entertainment of your life. 
•* Yield therefore to the fweets of Temptations, 
inftead of confulting your Pride. The latter 
would foon perfuade you to return to Franqe, 
'^ and France would throw you into fome Nun- 
nery, according to the deftiny of many o- 
thers : but were you of your own accord 
to chufe fuch a melancholy place of retire- 
ment, you muft before-hand be worthy of 
entering into it. What a figure would you 
•^ make there if you have not the character of a 
*^ Penitent ? The true Penitent is (he who affli6ls 
^^ and mortifys her felf at the remembrance of 
^^ her faults ; what can a pure Virgin, who has 
done no wickednels, have to repent of ? You 
will appear ridiculous to the other Nuns, 
who have juft realbn to repent, for re- 
penting only out of mere Grimace." He 
lays before her other inconveniences (he will meet 
with in a Convent, and concludes with telling 
her, that whether (he lives in the world, as he 
wilhes ; or goes out of it, as he fears ; *ti& 
her intereft to reconcile two things which feem 
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incompatible, but are not fo, viz. Love and 1671, 
Difcretion : but that the rule of Difcretion whidi 
he propofes to her, has nothing fevere in it, be- 
caufe it prefcribes the loving of but one perfon 
at a time. 

There was Icarce any reafon to fear, that 
Madam d e Oy eroualle would retire to 
a Convent : thofe who had direfted her Journey^ 
had it far enough from their thoughts to make 
a Nun of her. She had been Maid of \ 

Honour to the Duchefi of Orleans. 
C H A R L £ s II. had feen her at Dover, when 
that Princefi went thither in 1 670 ; and it 
was obferved, that he treated her with very 
great diftinftion. After the Death of the Du- 
chefs of Orleans, the Duke of B u c- 
K I N G H A M, who mortally hated the Du- 
chefi of C L E V E L A N D, the King's Mif- 
trefi, refolved to make ufe of that Lacjy to 
fupplant her. He reprefented to Charles 
II. that (ince fhe had the honour to belong 
to his Sifter, it was proper he (hould provide 
for her Subfiftence, and fend for her to Eng- 
land. This Projeft did not fail of fucccls. 
Madam d e Qjj eroualle was created 
Duchefs of Portsmouth, and took the 
place of the Duchefs of Cleveland* 
The King of France came into the Intrigue 
likewife, but with very different views. He 
knew the Character of Charles II. and 
judged that Madam db Querouallb 
would win him over to the Interefts of France. 
The event Ihewed that he was not miftaken : 
the Duchefs of Portsmouth gained fuch 
an afcendent over that Prince, and had fuch 
a fhare of his Confidence, that her Infinuations 
were the only rule of Ms Anions. 

The 
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1672. The next year M. de St. Evremond 
wrote fome Refledions on the antiefU and modern 
tragedy '. He fays that fo many Rules for writing 
fine Tragedies were never feen^ and that fo few 
were composed that they were obliged to aS all the 
eld ones. He ownjj that Aristotle's Trea- 
tife of Poetry is an excellent Work \ but, adds he, 
** there's nothing fo perfeft in it, as to be a 
f* ftandard for all Ages, and Nations. Des 
^•Cartes and Gassendi have difcover^d 
♦* Truths which Aristotle was a ftranger 
** to. CoRNEiLLE has found out Beauties 
** for the Theatre which he knew not : our 
•' Philofophers have difcover*d errors in his Pby- 
^* fich : our Poets have dctefted faults in his 
** Poeticks at leaft with refpedt to us." He 
obferves alfo, that tbe Gods and Goddeffes brought 
about every thing that was ^eat and extraor^ 
dinary on the Theatre of the AntientSj by their 
Hatred^ Friendfhip^ Revenge^ ProteSlion ; and 
that of fo many fupernatural things^ nothing ap- 
feof^d fabulous to the common people j in the opinion 
they had of the intercourfe between Gods and 
Men. But that all thefe Wonders are now a-days 
looted upon as fabulous. The Gods have nothing 
to do with us, nor we with them ; and if an 
Author, in imitation of the Antients, would in-- 
troduce Angels and Saints upon our Stage, be would 
offend tbe Devout, who would look on him as a 
prophane perfon, and be accounted weak by the 
Libertines. Tbe Preachers wot^d not fuffer the 
^i)it to be confounded with fhe Theatre, and that 
^ ' • fhou*d go to learn from the mouths of Stager- 
play* s, what they deliver to them with authority in 
tbe Churches. Moreover it wou^d be giving a great 
advantage to Libertines, who might tu^n into «- 
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dicule at tb^ Playhoufe^ tbofe things which they re* 1672, 
receive at Church with feemingfubmifion^ loth in 
refpeSl to the place where they are deliver^ d^ and 
in reverence to the perfons who declare them. 

After M. d e St. E v r e m o n d has fhewn 
the inconveniences, of reprefenting the Truths of 
Religion, even in the moft regular Dramatick 
Pieces, he adds. But fuppofe that our Do£lors 
Jhou^d abandon all facred matters to the liberty of 
the theatre ) and that the people of lefs Devotion^ 
Jhot^d hear them with all the docility, that perfons of 
the great eft Humility can \ *tis certain that the moft 
holy Doilrine, the moft Chriftian ASlions^ and the 
moft ufeful truths wou^d make the worft Tragedies 
in the world. The reafon he gives for it is, that 
the Spirit of our Religion is entirely oppoftte to that 
of Tragedy : the Humility and Patience of our Saints^ 
cannot confift with the Virtues of Heroes which the 
Theatre requires. He is of opinion, that the His- 
tories of the Old Teftament would fuit rtiuch bet- 
ter to our Stage ; but is apprehenfive that the Re- 
J>refentation of them would make them lofe pare 
of their Authority, and diminifli that Veneration 
they ought to infpire us with. He fays afterwards, 
that tho the Pharfalia is not comparable to the 
jSneis^ the Ideas which L u c a n gives us of Great 
Men, are really more beautiful and affefting to us 
than thofe which Virgil gives us of his Deities. 
The lattery fays he^ has doth^d his Gods with our 
infirmities^ to adapt them to the capdcity of Men ; 
the other hafrais^d^ his Heroes to, d parallel with 
^- the Cods themfelves: " 




Vairisi caufa Diis placuit^ fed viSia Catoni. 

In Vtrgily continues he, the Gods are mtfo con* 
ftderablfi as the Heroes 5 m Luc an, the Heroes 
^ual the Gods. M. de St. Evremoiid ob- 

t ^ ferves. 
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1672. ferves, that the Tragedy of the Antients wou^d 
have fuffered a happy lofs in the bani/hment of its 
Godsy. OracleSy and Soothfayers 5 for ii proceeded 
from thence that a fpirit of Superftition and Terror 
prevailed on the Theatre^ capable of infe£fing man- 
kind with a thoufand errors^ and overwhelming, 
ihem with more numerous mifchiefs. For, as Tra- 
gedy confifted in exceflive impulfes to Fear and 
Fity^ the Theatre became a School of Terror and 
Compajiony where a man learifd to be affrighted at 
all danger ^y and to be grieved at every misfortune 5 
which broke the ipirit of men, and even occa- 
fion'd fometimes the defeat of their Armies. 
*Tis true, that Aristotle being fenfible of 
the prejudice which this Fear and Pity might do 
to the Athenians, endeavour'd to prevent it bv 
cftabliftiing a certain Purgation^ which no body 
has hitherto underftood^ and it feems he did not 
well comprehend himfelf I but M. d e S t. E v r e- 
MOND thinks it ridiculous to form a Science^ 
which infallibly caufes the Diftemper^ only to fet up 
another^ which doubtfully contributes to a Cure. 
He afterwards extols the advantage of our Repre- 
ientations over thofe of the Antients, and (hews 
that they are not fubjeft to the fame inconveni- 
ences: that the motives of Pity and Fear are 
much better mana^d ; and that even Love 
interlpers'd in the modern Plays renders them 
compleat, provided we make not an ill ufe of 
it. He adds, that our Tragedy has, at leaft, 
this advantage, that the Gods are not the Au* 
thors of crimes in it, and that it has the liberty 
to inlpire a horror for Vice, and a love for Vir- 
tue. He concludes with giving us his notion 
of Tragedy, and calls it a bold and new Thought j 
which is, that we ought in Tragedy^ before all 
things what ever i^ n expeH a Great nefs of Soul well 

cxpref^d^ 
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expreffd^ that excitts a tender Admiration ; bj i672» 
which our Minds are in a kind of tranjport^ our 
Courage is elevated ^ and our Souls are deeply affeHtd^ 
He wrote alfb about that time, Ibme Rejlet^ 
tions on the Cbaraffers of Tragedies *, which he be- 
gins with a pretty remarkable particular. Ifor^ 
tnerly deftgifd^ lays he, to write a Tragedy \ but 
what I found moft difficult in ity was to guard or 
gainjt a fecret fuggeftion of Selflove^ which will 
7wt eaftly fuffer a man to lay afide bis own temper^ 
to take up that of another. I remember that I 
drew my own CharaEler^ without thinking of it\ 
and that the Hero dwindled infenftbly into the little 
merit of St. 'EvKEMovD^ whereas St. Evre- 
M o N D ought to have raifd himfelf to the great 
Virtues of his Hero^ It fell out with my Paffions^ 
as it did with my Chara£ter : for I exprej^ed my 
own motions y while I endeavoured to exprefs his. If 
I was in an amorous fit^ I turned every thing upon 
Love 'y if I found my felf inclined to Pity^ I was 
not wanting to provide misfortunes for my Com- 
paffion. I made the ASor fpeak what I thought 
within my own breafl ; and reprefented my felf un- 
der the name of another. From this he concludes, 
that we muft not quarrel with fonle Heroes of ^ 
our Tragedies, for being too liberal of their 
Tears, which they fhould only Ihed upon proper 
occafions : for they are only the Poets own 
Tears, whofe natural temper being too com- 
panionate, they cannot refift the tenderneis they 
have form'd to themfelves. He afterwards ob- 
ferves, that the Poet ought to fhew an equal 
management in the Affli&ion of the Hero, and 
the Tenderneis of the Spedlators, and to exprefs 
the Paillon in fuch a manner, that it be not tx>o 
vioJent, nor too ingenioufly counterfeit He 

wonders. 
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i6y2i Wonders, that in our age, when all Dramatidc 
Pieces turn upon Love, we (hould be fo grofly ig- 
norant of its nature and motions, which laft he 
reduces to three principal^Heads, viz. toLove^ 
to Burfty and to Languijb ; and fhews that our bed 
Tragick Poets employ one Pajfton for another i 
as Griefs where it ought onljr to be Tendernefs ; 
and Defpair^ when it fhould be no more than 
Grief i. 

A certain Author having asked his opinion of 
bne of his Tragedies S M. d e St, E v r b- 
M o N D returned him an Anfwer, ^hat he Jhould 
like it pretty well^ if be bad managed the Tears of 
bis Heroine with more frugality ; but that be makes 
ber weep to excefs. He fhews how the paflions 
of Grief and Defpair ought to be managed ; and 
concludes with a commendation of C o r n e i l* 
t £, for having underftood Nature fo Well and 
exprels'd it fo happily. 

1672. The Difcourfe which M. de St. Evre- 
M o N D wrote upon the French Hijiorians % can-^ 
not be read with top much attention, by thofe 
who apply themfelves to the writing of Hiftoryi 
He oblerves, that the French Hiftorians are men 
of fuch indifferent merit, that he once thought this 
defeS was to be chared upon the French Language i 
but that he was of another opinion, when he 
confidered the excellent French Tranflations, and 
€Ou*d not help thinking that the Meannefs of the 
French Genius is below the Majejiy of Hijiory. He 
addS) that alcho the French had among them 
. fome perfons of an elevated Genius ; yet they 
I^^^Quld want other things, too many to be met 
widi in one and the fame perfon. A pure and 
^ Aobler Style is tiot fuffident : an Hiftorian oughe 

alfo 
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alfo to be thorowly acquainted with the Laws, i6^ji 
Cuftoms, different Iriterefts, ftate elf Religion i 
and, in particular, all that belongs to the mili- 
tary Art. All this he proves by a pretty long 
. jdetail ; and ihews, in relation to this lad partK 
cular, that the celebrated G r o t i u s, after he 
had performed fo well in all the other parts of 
his Hiftory of the Netherlands ^ funk in the efiiiti 
cf. bis Readers^ as fodn as he came t<J open the 
fcene of War^ to fpeak of the motions of At-- 
mieSy to defcribe Sieges^ and relate Battles. Hd 
fays afterwards, that the Latin Hiftorians had a 
furprizing happy mixture of all the different pins 
of knowledge he fpeaks of ; the reafo A of which 
is, that whereas now-a^days every profeffion takes 
up a rnaiis vjhole application^ there ^trtfew great 
men at Rome^ but what paf^d thro^ the Dignities 
of the Priejiboodj were of the Senate^ afid taken 
from thence to the Command of Armies. He ad-* 
mires the beauty of their Narratives, and th6 
fpirit of their Harangues. But he makes it his 
particular ftudy to difplay the prodigious skill 
they had in drawing Characters. Thtf blend 
eppofite polities which one wou^d not imagine to 
find in one and the fame perfon^ add difcover d 
difference in fuch as feem to be altogether the fanUi 
They do not content themfelves with defcribing 
Virtues and Vices ; but mark a certain Difference 
between each Virtue^ or Vice. If, for inilanci^ 
lake, they draw the Charafter of fome ambitioui 
and daring, or moderate and prudent Man, they 
defcribe the Ipecies of the ambition and daring'^ 
nefi, or of the moderation and^ prudence that hd 
had. 

In the RefleiHons upon the Frehch ^ranflatbrs 'i 
M. D£ St. EvRBMaND commends, in the 
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J 673. firft place, the Tranflations of M. d* Ast an* 
COURT, not fo much for their being faithful 
and exafi:, as for the flrength and juftneis of his 
Expreflions. However, he is of opinion, that 
be is obliged for thefe advantages to the Style of the 
jintientSj which rules his own ; for he does not 
find the fame Beauties in his Prefaces and Let- 
ters, wherein he follows his own Genius. He af- 
terwards makes fome Reflections on the ufeful- 
nels of Tranflations ; and adds, that the bare 
talent of a Tranjlator merits no great eftecm, 
unleis it be fupported by other accomplifhments : 
/ may have a very great efteem^ fays he, for the 
Verftons ^d'Ablan'court, Va u g e l a s, 
Du Ryer, Charpentier, and tna^ 
ny others^ without fetting a value upon their wity 
if it did not appear from their own Compofitions. 
Then he examines^ in particular, M. d e B r e* 
B E u F*s Tranflation of L u c a n's Pharfalia^ and 
that of Vi RG I L*s ^neid by M» Segrais: 
from whence he takes occafion to Ipeak of the 
little merit of honeft -3Eneas. When Vi r- 
O I L, lays he, paitUs him fo Devout^ he ought to 
have given him a Devotion full of confidence^ which 
is agreeable to the temper of Heroes^ and not a 
fcrupulous fenfe of Religion^ which never fubfifts 
with true Valour. He cannot bear that the Son 
^ Ven u s, after being ajfur^d by Jupiter of 
Ids prefetU Happinefs and future Glory j fbould ft>ew 
Us Piety only in fearing D anger ^ and diftrufiing the 
fuccefs of every Enterprize. He obfervcs, that 
the Gods abandon all caufes of Tears^ to jE- 
NBAs: but as foon as there is a great Refitu-- 
tion to takej or a difficult thing to be put in «r^- 
cution^ they truft neither to Us Capacity nor his 
Courage ; and they generally da what great Men are 
ufad to undertake and execute elfewhere. This 
was a firry Hero in Paganifm^ who might be a 

\ great 
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great Saint among the Chrijiiam -^ very proper to 1672. 
work Miracles^ and fitter to he the Founder of a 
reli^ous Order than a State. He compares the 
CharaSters of Homer with thofe of Vir- 
gil; and concludes with obferving how much 
we ought to admire the Beauties of V i r g i lV 
Poetrj^ lince notwithjianding the Virtue of H o- 
M £ r'j Heroes , and the wortbleffnefs of his 
own ; the beft Criticks do not think the latter in- 
ferior to the former. 

The Count d*Ol OWN E, M. deVineuil, 1674. 
the Abbot i>' Ef f i a t, and two or three more, 
were banifli'd the Court of France in 1674, 
for having talked too freely of the King. As 
foon as M. DE St. Evremond had notice 
of the Dilgrace of the Count, he wrote to ac- 
<|uaint him with his deep concern at it ; and 
being afterwards informed, that he was permit- 
ted to leave Orleans, where he was at firft con- 
fined, and to retire to his Country-Seat of Mont- 
mirel, near Villers-Cotterets, he fent him a fe- 
cond Letter % wherein he advifes him to be 
carefully upon his guard againft Melancholy, at 
a time when it was not in his power to relilh 
Joy. He gives him advice in the choice of the 
moft exquifite Wines, and the moft wholefom 
and niceft Difties, and to read fuch Books only, 
as may divert his mind from ail fad and ferious 
thoughts, and give him pleafant ideas : for 
which purpofe, he thinks that Petronius, 
LuciAN, and Don Qjjixot, are to be 
preferr*d before Seneca, Plutarch, and 
even Montaigne. He obviates an objec- 
tion at the fame time which Monfieur d' O- 
lonne might have made : " You will tell 
** me, perhaps, fa'js M. d e S t, E v r e m o n d, 

f 2 " that 
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1674. " that I was not of fo gay a humour in my own 
Misfortunes, as I appear to be in yours ; arid 
that *tis ill breeding in a man to beftow all 
his concern upon his own Misfortunes, and 
be indifferent to, nay and even merry with 
the Calamities of his Friends. I fliould agree 
with you in that, if I behav'd my felf fo : 
but I can truly fay it, that I am no lefi con- 
cern'd at your Exile than your felf; and the 
mirth which I advifc you to, is in order to 
have a fliare of it my felf, when I (hall find 
you capable of receiving any. As for what 
relates to my own Misfortunes, if I have for- 
merly appeared to you more afflided than I 
fecm to you at prefent, *tis not becaufe I was 
fo indeed. I was of opinion, that Difgraces 
*' exacted from us the decorum of a melancho- 
" ly Air ; and that this apparent Mortification 
was a refped: due to the will of our Superiors, 
who feldom punifh us without a defign to af- 
*' fli6l us. But then you are to know, that un- 
•' der a fad outfide, and a mortified counte- 
*' nance, I gave my felf all the fatisfaftion I 
*' could find in my own breaft ; and all the 
pleafure I could take in the Converfation of 
my Friends." 

When the Marquis de Croissi was Am- 
baflador at the Court of England, M. d e St. 
EvREMOND defir*d him to write in his behalf 
to Monfieur Colbert his Brother •, but M. 
Colbert returned him an anlwer, ingenuouP 
ly. That having contributed to M. d e S t. E* 
V R E M o N D*s Difgrace^ and ever opposed his re^ 
turn J be could not fpeak in his favour to the King ; 
but^ however y he would not be forry for his Re* 
turn^ nor oppofe the Solicitations which others might 
make for him. Had M. leTellier enter- 
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tain'd the fame thoughts, M. de St. Evre- 1674. 
M o N D*s Difgrace would foon have been at an 
end ; but that Minifter had no favourable dif- 
pofition towards him. 

HoRTENSiA Mancini, Duchcfs of ^^75' 
Mazarin, came at this time into England.. 
She was Niece to Cardinal M a z a r 1 1^^ and 
Heirefs to his immcnfe Eftate. He marry 'd 
her in 1661 to the Duke de la Meille- 
rave, on condition that he fhould bear the 
Name and Arms of M a z a r i n. He was one 
of the richeft Noblemen at Court ; which fingle 
confideration determined the Cardinal to give 
him his Niece. Madam M a z a r i n had a 
lively penetrating Wit, noble and elevated 
Sentiments, free and eafy Behaviour, with other 
engaging Charms, which affeded the moll infen- 
fible. During the firft five years of their Marri- 
age, (he was fo regular and fober in her Deport- 
ment, that ihe was the admiration of the whole 
Court. But Monfieur M a z a r i n was not 
born for a Lady fo accomplifli'd. All his quali- 
ties were the very oppofites of hers. He had 
low grovelling Sentiments, a fuUen, rigid, cen- 
tradidling Temper, a mind bigotted to Super- 
ftition and Enthufiafm. He was always encom- 
pais'd with a parcel of Monks, and Devotees of 
both fexes, on whom he fquanderM his great 
Eftate. Madam Mazari n, fays M. de St. . 
EvREMOND ', was by her bard fate compelled 
to live with Monfieur Mazarin. Joining 
the Living to the Dead is not a more cruel Pu- 
nijhment^ than linking Prudence to its reverfe 5 
y^/, this torment was Madam M a z a r i n for* 
ced to endure for five whole years : was hefieg^d 
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1675. h'j da-j^ frighted hy night \ fatigued with Journeys^ 
after Journeys to no manner of furpofe-y made a 
Jlave to extravagant and tyrannical Orders-^ faw 
none about her but fpys or enemies ; and what is 
worfe than all^ in her misfortunes had no body to 
comfort her. Any other Woman would have defends 
ed her felf from opprejjion by an open reftfiance: 
Madam M a z,a r i n only refolv^d to fly from her 
Misfortunes^ and to go and feek at the place where 
Jhe was born, among her Relations *, that Security 
and Repofe which Jhe had loji. 

She went to Italy in 1668, and after two 
years ftay there, made a Journey to France, to 
endeavour to get a Penfion from Mpnfieur M a- 
z A R I N. Th^ King procured her one of 
24000 Livres, but file did not enjoy it long. 
As foon as ftie had obtained it, flie returned to 
Italy, andftay'd there till 1672, that her Sifter, 
the Lady of the Conflable Col on n a, refol- 
ved to leave her Hulband. Madam M a z a- 
RiN accompany^d her to France, and retired 
afterwards to the Dominions of the Duke of 
Savoy *. She chofe to make Chambery the 
place of her Retreat ; and fhe had been there 
three years, when a Propofal was made to her to 
come to England. The Duke of Savoy, who 

had 

^' This refers to what he bad f aid before^ p. 1^, She tx» 
peftcd the Reft of the Night, which is allow'd to the mofl 
Unfortunate, to fufpend the fenfe of their Sufferings 5 but 
this relief was denied her. No fooner were her fair Eyes 
cios*d, but Monfieur Mazarin (who had the Devil always 
prefent in his black Imagination), this amiable Husband, 

wakes his bed-beloved^ to make her partaker 

you will never be able to guefs of what, Gentlemen; to 
make her partaker of his no£^urnal Vi{ions« Flambeaus are 
lighted, and fearch is made every where \ but no Spedre does 
Madam Mazarin find« except that which lay by her in bed. 

* Romi. 

^ See the Memoirs of the Ducbpfs pf M4<5ar'n* in tb9 
third Vofumff f. 10$, ^Cf 
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had intended to marry her % and had given her 1675. 
fo many marks of his favour, was juft dead. 
This Prince * had the fame fentiments of her as 
all bad who faw her. He bad admired her at 
■turin, and this admiration the Ducbefs Regent in- 
terpreted to be Love^ and entertained fuch a jealous 
peevifh impreffion^ as occafiorfd a Procedure that 
was difobliging to the Lady who was the caufe of it. 
There needed no more than this to oblige Madam 
Mazarin/0 quit a Country where the new Re-^ 
gent was abfolute. To depart from her^ and to go 
to the Ducbefs of Torky was but one and the fame 
refolution. 

'Tis certain that Madam M a z a r i n de- 
clar*d that fhe was going to England, to fee 
her Kinfwoman the Duchefs of York ^ : mean 
time you fulpeft. Sir, that this was only a pre- 
tence, and that the true motive of it was con- 
ceal*d. Your fufpicion is very well grounded ; 
but in order to unfold the myftcry, I muft put 
you in mind of the then fituation of the Court 
of England. 

I told you before of the great afcendant the 
Duchefs of Portsmouth had over King 
Charles the Second. The natural Indolence 
of that Prince, and the Paiiion he had for the 
fair Sex, entirely enflaved him to his Miftrefles ; 
and the Duchefs of Po r tsmoitt h was the 
Favourite. She govern*d hinj according to the 
didlates of the Court of France. The King of 

f 4 Eng^ 

' Memoirs of the Duchefi of Ma^arin, /• iii« 
^ M^de Su Evremmd in the funeral Oration of the .Dtt* 
chefs of Mazarin, V^U IL /• 3 20, 5 & l. 

^ Mary of Efti^ Diubifs of Tork^ was GranMatigbur of 
tOMra^Jdariatitta Maziirini Martinox^ Sifter to Hioronymm 
MaxArim Mamini^ Mother to tie Duchefs of Matarmm 
Confeftteirtfy MaJam Max»ri^ vrst firfi Conft» to th$ Ph^^ 
fhefi of Tork. 
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1^75. England forgetting the true intercfts of his King*, 
dom, and his own too, fcandaloufly became a 
Penfioner to Lewis XIV. The Advocates 
for Liberty being excluded from Pofts and the 
managernent of Affairs, contrived feveral ways 
to free their Country from that infamous Com- 
merce ; but finding them inefFeftual, they a? 
laft concluded, that there was no other courfe 
to take, than to work the Duchefs of Po rts- 
mouth out of the King's favour, by fetting 
up againft her a Rival, who Ihould be in their 
intcreft. The Duchefe of Mazarin was 
thought very fit for their purpofe ; for fhe outr 
Ihin'd the other both in Wit and Beauty -, and 
King Charles, when he was abraad, had 
demanded her in Marriage. 

That Prince, repairing to Fontarabia when 
the P^^ce between France and Spain was creat- 
ing there, defir'd Cardinal Mazarii^. to 
grant him an Interview ; but the Cardinal, for 
fear of the Englifh Parliament, refused to fee 
him, and only agreed to confer with the Mar- 
quis of O r M o N D '. The Marquis made fe- 
veral Overtures to him, to incline him to efpoufe 
the intereft of his Royal Matter ; and, among 
other things, propofed a Match between that 
Prince and Hortensia Mancini, the 
Cardinals Niece : but that Minifter, who thought 
^e King of England's Reftoration defperate, 

would 

I The King of England • • • • was oblig*<i to comply with 
the Expedient tha^ he thought the Caratnal wanted, vj«. 
That the Marquis of Ormond going one day towards St. John 
4e Lux, met Cardinal Mazarin upon his Road to the 1% 
of Conference^ and faUing into difcoiirfe with hitn, they 
u\k*i of the Interefts of his Britannic Majefty. Hift.^, thf 
Pom t§»eludfd $» tht Frentiirsaf France anisptm, bifw$m 
the rwe Crownsp Anm itf 59« jDV. /« H. ef the CoUsie Edk 
iicn U^7- 
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would not hearken to it. However, King 1675. 
Charles was not difcouraged by this denial. 
Hearing that the Cardinal was gone to Tou- 
loufe to meet the King, he fent thither Mr, 
Berkley, afterwards Earl of Falmouth. Mr. 
Berkley applied himfelf to M. d e St. E- 
VREMOND, who introduced him to the Car- 
dinal : but that Minifter looking always upon 
King Charles as a Fugitive, turn'd out of 
his Dominions, refus'd him his Niece a fecond 
time. However, as foon as he faw him fettled 
on the Throne of his Anceftors, he endeavoured 
tp renew the Negotiation. The better to fuc- 
ceed in it, he engag*d the Queen of England to 
crofi the Sea, under pretence of a congratula- 
tory Vifit upon the Reftoration of the King her 
Son ; but, in reality, to acquaint him, that the 
Cardinal was difpos*d to grant him his requeft. 
King Charles look'd upon this change of 
the Cardinal, as an additional Happinefs which 
fortune had in ftore for him : the Charms of 
Mademoifelle Mancini, and a Portion of 
twenty Millions of Livres, were powerful at- 
traftives. But his Minifters oppos'd this Match, 
which might have prevented all the Difafters 
that happened afterwards in England. M. d e 
S T. Ev R E M o N D did not forget a Circumftance 
fo glorious to Madam M a z a r i n : She had 
Charms^ fays he % that might engage Kings to 
court her from Affe£tton^ and a Fortune capable to 
oblige them to it by Intereft. A favourable con- 
juncture uniting with thefe great motives^ the King 
of Great Britain fent to demand her in Marriage^ 
and the Cardinal^ who was fitter to govern Sove-^ 
reigns than to make tbem^ loji an opportunity which 

hi 

V 

' The Funeral OatioA of the DudheTi of Masmflj fW«i 
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1675. be afterwards courted in vain. The ^een^Mother 
of the King of England undertook to negotiiUe it her. 
felf: hut a King Refior*d^ remembered the little re- 
gard that had been fhewn to a King Dethroifd ; and 
ibej reje£fed at London^ the offer that was not ac- 
ceped at St. John de Luz. 

The Duchefe oFMazarin arrived in Eng- 
land about the end of the year 1675. The 
Duchels of Portsmouth not enjoying then 
a perfe6t health, his Majcily feemed not to have 
for her the fame Paflion as before. Madame 
M A z A R I N pleafed him infinitely. He gave 
her immediately a Penfion of 4000 /. fterling ; 
and fhe would foon have gain'd the afccndant 
over the Duchcfs of Portsmouth, if Ihe 
could have furmounted the weaknefs of her Sex, 
and governed her Inclinations. The Prince of 
1676. Monaco came about this time into England. 
He was young, handfom, accomplifli*d in all 
the little arts of pleafing the Ladies, and be- 
came a paflionate admirer of Madam Ma- 
z A r I N. M. D E St. Ev r e m o n d foon ob- 
ferv'd that flie was not infenfible ; and as he 
was privy to the myftery of the Duchels's Jour- 
ney hither, and even fomcwhat concerned in it, 
he omitted nothing to prevent fo fatal an 
Amour -, and reprefented the confequences of 
it to Madam M a z a r i n in lively colours. 
But, becaufe what we take in by Reading, makes 
a deeper impreffion, fometimes, than a tranfi- 
tory Converfation, he addrefs'd to her a little 
Difcourfe on Friend/hip \ wherein he artfully in- 
fmuates himfelf into lier Confidence. He illut 
trates, in the firft place, the power of Friend- 
Ihip, by the example ofAcESitAus King of 
the Lacedemonians, who recomn^ending his 

Friend's 
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Friend's cafe to another, defir'd him, by all 1676, 
means, to acquit him. He thinks this paflage 
the more remarkable, in that he believes, that 
the £Jlance between a Sovereign and a SuhjeSy 
d&es not admit that Union of Affe3ion5y which is 
neeejfary to beget true Friend/hip. He obferves, 
that the ordinary intimacy between Kings and their 
Courtiers^ is but an intimacy of Inter eft. He takes 
notice of the reafons which oblige Princes tq^ 
have about them that fort of Friends and Cbn- 
fidents called Favourites ; and fhews how ticklifh 
and dangerous is the fituation of a Favourite. 
From hence he proceeds to more particular con- 
fiderations on Friendship; and having extoU'd 
that Virtue, he declares how happy he was in 
the Confidence of his Friends. As I have^ fays 
he, nojhining Merit to boaft of^ I hope I may be 
allowed to mention one^ upon which men do feldom 
value themfelves 5 which is^ the having gaiffd the 
entire confidence of my Friends ; and the mofi fe- 
cret Perfon that ever I kneWy was only referifd 
with others J that he might be the more open with 
me. He concealed nothing from me^ , as long as we 
converfd together ; and he would^ perhaps^ have 
been glad of an opportunity to tell me every things, 
when we were afunder. The remembrance offucb 
an endearing Confidence is very fweet to me \ but 
the thoughts of the condition he is ///, is ftill more 
grievous. I have contrasted a familiarity with my 
own Misfortunes^ but never Jhall with his ; and 
Jince I can beftow tiothing but forrom on his Dif 
grace ^ no day Jhall pafs^ hut I Jhall grieve^ and 
lament it '. 

M. DE St.Evr.emond (hews afterwards, 
that trueFricndfliip ought to be free from all Difli- 

mulation ; 

' Ifuppofi M, de St^ EvrifMnd VHAm.. M» PmfttU^ vbo nous 
then a Prifomr in the QifoMl ^f^kw^h w**''* ** ^/^ j^ » ^ ^0. 
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1676. mulacion; and that 'ds no lefs inconfiftent with 
too rigorous Juftice, than with over-cautious 
Wifdom. He does not find fault with Friends 
having different Opinions ; but he would have 
Dilputes to be Conferences to clear DoubtSy and 
not exafperating Contentions. He thinks, howe- 
ver, that Friends ought not to have very clafli- 
ing Opinions in Religion ; and that a Man ivbo 
juhjeEis all to Reafon^ and one who depends wholly 
upon j4uthorityj will hardly agree together. M. 
DE St. EvREMOND adds, that nothing could 
compare with a friendly Acquaintance with a 
heautifuly ingenious, and judicious JVoman, if one 
could depend on its duration ; and he is of opi- 
nion, that the only reafon why the Fair Sex are 
excluded from die Management of Publick 
Affairs, is becaufe they are thought to be too 
weak, too irrefolute, and too much jwafd by their 
natural Frailty. What would not, continues he, 
have Madam de Chevreuse, the Countefs 
of QAVLhi^h^Ey and the Princefs Pa l a t i n e 
have brought about, had they not fpoil^d, by their 
Inclinations, all they might have done by their 
Wit ' ? He fliews, that the errors of Affedion 
are far more dangerous than the extravagancies 
of Imagination : he relates what Madam d e 
L* E N c L o s told him one day, that fhe returned 
God thanks every night for her Wit 5 and prafd 

him 



' Anw ofG9nxAiua of Mantua, Daughter to the Duke of 
i^e^ersy and Wife to Edward Prince Palatine ; and Mary de 
Kehan^ Daughter of the Duke de Monthax^n, who married 
to her fecond Husband Claude of terrain Duke of Chevreufe, 
had a great hand in the Cahah that were formed againft the 
Court of France in i^^o, i^^t,, and 1^55. The Countefs 
of QarUfie^ Daughter of the Duke of Northumberland^ had no 
left flfare in the Affairs of England^ under Charles I. She ani- 
mated the Parliamentarians to take thofe meafures which 
difconcertid the Court* 
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hwij every mornings to preferve her from the fol- 1676* 
lies of her Heart ; and having commended 
Madam M a z a r i n*s Beauty, and elevated 
Mind, which made her defpife falfe Gallantry 
and.the infipid and tedious Difcourfes of other 
Women •, add^ Madam^ fays he^ the merit of 
the Heart to that of the Soul and Mind : defend 
that Heart of yours againft officious Fops ; tbofe 
%ufy fetlowSy who are ever ready to fhut a Door or 
a IVindoWy and to take up a Glove or a Fan. 
Love does not hurt the Reputation of Ladies ; hut 
the flender merit of their Lovers difgraces tbem^ 
Tou^d do me wrongs Madam j continues he, if you 
thought me an enemy to Tendernefs : for^ as old as I 
am J I fhould beforry to be free from it. We love 
as long as we can draw breath. What I defire in 
Friendfiipy is^ that Knowledge fhould go before Af 
feSlion^ and that an ejleem jujily formed in the 
Mind J fhould animate it felf in the Hearty and re^ 
ceive there fuch warmth as is neceffary for Friend- 
fhipy as well as Love. Love therefore^ Madam^ 
but love no Objelts but what are worthy of you. 
If my wifhes could take place ^ you fhould be ambi^ 
tiouSj and govern thofe that govern others. Either 
become Mijlrefs of the worlds or remain Mifirefs 
of your felf % not in order to pafs tedious days in 
that fad and melancholy indolence^ which fome 
would trump up for Virtue \ but to have an abfi* 
lute fivay over your AffeSiipnSj and over^rule your 
Pleafures. 

But all thefe Infinuadons were inefFedtual. 
Madam M a z a r i n, forgetting the Rank fhe 
ought to bear in the Britifh Court, was fo vio- 
lently attach*d to the Prince of M o n a c o, that 
the King was out of all patience, and carried his 
Refentment fo far, as to take away her Penfioa 
M. DE St. Eva£MOND bantcr'd her very 

ingenioufly 



Xd? THE LIFE OF 

1 676. ingenioufly for her ficklenefs, in the following 
Verfes, which you could not have underftood, 
without the foregoing Key : 

The Empire of the Sea alone remain^ d^ 

And that jou^ve in 'jour new Dominion gained, 

^be Univerfe is yours ; our happy IJles 

^eir fate attendy or from your frowns or /miles. 

More powerful than the Romaris were of oldy 

All Kings alike ycu^d in fubje£iion holdy 

But that you Jirive^ with greater care and pains. 

Tour Freedom to preferve^ than fix their Chains. 

However, her friends prevailed fo far with the 
King, that he renewed her Penfion ; fo that Ihe 
appeared at Court with fplendor. Her Houfe 
was the ufual Rendezvous of the politeft Per- 
fons in England : and in diefe Aifemblies the 
people of fafhion found an s^reeable amufe* 
ment, and the Learned an excellent pattern of 
Politenefs. Madam M a z a r i k had beftow'd 
a great deal of time upon Reading, during her 
ftay at Chambery, where (he had with her the 
Abbot of S T. Real, who had the honour to 
converfe with her every day, and to read the beft 
French and Italian Books to her. This Abbot 
was not infenfible of her Charms. To inlinuate 
himfelf into her liking, he defir'd her to give 
him an Account of her Life, and undertook to 
compofe it from the particulars which (he gave 
him* Thefe Memoirs He accompany'd with a 
Letter, in which he gives an Encomium of the 
Duchefs. When Madam M a z a & i n deter-* 
min'd to come over to England, (he thought it 
would be for her advantage to have this Work 
publifli'd, and M. deSt.Rbal fent it to one 
of his Friends at Paris, who caus'd it to be 

* printed. 
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printed. This firft edition is very icarce. I 1676. 
had Madam Mazarin's own Copy, with 
fome Corrections to it of M. d e St. R e a l's 
own hand-writing. You once thought. Sir, 
that (he was her felf the Author of thofe Me- 
moirs ' ; but I can affure you, that fhe only fur- 
nifhed the fubjeft-matter of them. She did not 
write well enough to digeft them into form. 

M. D E St. Real accompany'd Madam 
MAZARiNto England •, and, for fome time, 
increaied the number of Men of Learning, that 
came to her Houfe. All manner of fubjedts 
were difcourfed upon there, as Philofophy, Re- 
ligion, Hiftory, Pieces of Wit and Gallantry, 
Plays, Authors antient ancj modern, the Nice- 
ties of the French Tongue, &c Thefe 
ingenious Converfations gave M. d e S t. 
EvREMOND occafion to write fome Pieces ; 
fuch as his Defence of fome Plays of M. Co r- 
NEiLLE •; his Reflections on the French^ Spa* 
nifhy Italian^ and Englifh tragedies and Comedies^ 
and on Operas ; his Comedy of the Opera ; the 
Differ tation on the word VAST\ and fevcral 
others, which I fliall n^ention hereafter. 

He begins his Reflections upon Tragedies ' with 
commending thofe ofCoRNEiLLE, and even 
prefers fome of them before all thofe of Anti- 
quity. He adds, that the ancient Tragick Poets 
were far more fuccefsful in exprefftng the ^alities 
and Accomplifhments of their Heroes ^ than in re- 
prefenting the Magnificence of great Kings ; and 
more happy in the drawing of Charaifers, than 
in difcovcring the hidden impulfes of the Heart, 
and tracing the Principles of men's Anions ; 

which 

' Sa M. BayU's Reponfe aux Qpcfiions d'un Provincial, 
Ttm. I. f. 182* 
• Vol. II. fag. z%r, 
I Aid. f. 154. 
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i(i'j*j. which GoRNEiLLs has done. However, ht 
docs not pretend, that none hut this excellent Au- 
thorns Pieces deferve applaufe on the French Theatre. 
He owns, the Publick have been affefted with 
the Mariana of Tr i s t a n ; the Sophomsba of 
M A I R £ T ; the Alcyonea of d u Ry e r ; the 
Wencejlaus of R o t r o u ; the Stilico of Go ft* 
N E I L L E, Junior ; the Andromache and Britan- 
nicus of R A c I N E, and feveral others. He fays 
afterwards, that the Tragedies of the Italians are 
fo mean, that Vw not worth while tofpeakofthem 5 
and dbferves, that there are fome old EngUfh 
Tragedies % which, by the retrenching of a few 
things, might be made ferfeSlly good. He difap- 
proves the condefcenfion which the Englifli Dra- 
matic Writers have for the People, in prefenting 
them with bloody objects ; and concludes mth 
this Obfervation, that if, on the one hand, the 
French objeSl to the Engli/h^ upon pretty good 
ground^ that they allow too much to their fenfes upon 
the Stage ; they muft alfo, on the other hand^ 
hear with the reproach the Englijh return upon the 
French^ of running into the other extreme ^ when 
they admire Tragedies for fome little foft touches 
which make not an impreffion ftrong enough upon 
the mind^ 

In his Ohfervations upon the French Comedies *, 
M, d £ S T. E V R E M o N D takcs care to adver- 
tife his Readers, in the very Title, that his Cri- 
ticifms are not levelled againft thofe of M o- 
L I E R E, wherein^ fays he, the true fpirit of Co^ 
medy is found. As for the other French Come- 
dies, he takes notice, that altho Comedy ought to 
be the Reprefentation of common Life ; they have 
made it run altogether upon Gallantry^ in imitation 

* M, di St. Evremondtold me be had cimfy m vktv ihi 
CAvihiz 4nd the ^]9^m pf Btn^ J^hnf$m^ 
I Vol.11, fag. 1^9. 
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of the Spaniards. He compares the French and 1677. 
Spanilh Comedies 5 and fhews, that the French 
Poets having borrowed moft of their Plots from 
the Spaniards, have filled them with pajftonate and 
aniorous di/courfes^ to adapt them to the humour 
and riiahners of their Nation. This gives him 
occa(ion,tO relate a witty ftory, which he heard 
from the Princefs oflsENCfiiEN. yi Spanijh 
Lady^ fays he, not lofig ago^ was reading the Ro- 
mance of Cleopatra 5 and after a tedious recital of 
Adventures^ failing upon a nice Conveffation between 
a Lover and ins Miftrefs,wbo were alike paffionate ; 
what a deal of wit is here thrown away, faidjhe ; 
and to what end fo many fine fpeeches, when 
they are put together ? STWj, continues M. d e 
St. Evremond, is one of the prettiefl re- 
fleSlions that ever I beard made in all my life ; 
<2;i^Calpr£N£de, tbo a Frenchman^ ougbt to 
have remembredj that Lovers^ born in a hotter 
climate than that of Sfain^ need but few words on 
fucb occafions. He affirms, that there is more 
regularity and probability in the Gallantry of 
French Comedies, than in that of the Spaniards ; 
which alfo proceeds from the different manners 
and cuftoms of thofe two Nations : and, in the 
laft place, he obferves, that as Comedy is main- 
ly calculated to pleafe^ Poets ought not to be al- 
ways crampt by too exa£t and rigid Rules. 

M. DB St. EvRSRMOND proceeds after- 
wards to the Italian Comedy % and having ac« 
qu^dnted his Reader^ that he will not Ipeak of the 
Anunta^ Pajldr-Ftdo^ and other Comedies of 
that nature, but only of the Comedies which 
are a£ted upon the Theatre ; he adds, that 
what was feen in France upon the Italian Stage^ 
was not properly Comedy^ fime there was no true 

Vol. L g Plot 
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1677. -P^^ *» ^^ Coherency in the fiiije£i 5 m CharaSfer 
ftriSil'j obferved ; nor any Compqfiihn wherein a 
happy genius is^ at leafty guided by fame Rules of 
Art. In Jhortj fays he, V/j nothing but a kind of 
informed Concert amongji feveral ASlors^ each of 
whom fur ntfhes^ out of his. own head^ what h£ 
judges proper for the part he a3s .i to. take it right- 
ly y it is no mor£ than a medley of impertinent Con- 
cetti ' in the mouth of Lovers ^ and filly Buffoonries 
in that of their Zanies. He grants that their 
Buffoons are inimitable ; but is of opinion, 
that, at long run, they grow no lefs tirefom 
than all the other Italian parts, which are al- 
ways forced, except that of Pantalon. M. d e 
St. Evremond gives afterwards, in few 
words, the Hiftory of the Tjragedy and Comedy 
of the antient Romans ; marks their Origin, 
Progrefs, and Dedenfion ; and, having obferved 
how vaftly the Genius of the Italians differs from 
that of their Anceftors, he commends the Aftors 
of the Italian Company then in Paris. 

From the Italian, M.de St.Evremond 
pafles on to the Engli/h Comedy % and obfcrves, 
that there is none more conformable to that of 
the Antients, in what relates to the Manners. // 
is not J fays he, a mere piece of Gallantry ^ full of 
Intrigues and amorous Difiourjes^ as in Spain and 
France ; it is the Reprefentation of the ordinary way 
of livings according to the various humours and 
different chara^ers of men^ He fays, that in the 
opinion of the French, thefe CharaBers art 
ftrained too far^ as tbofe that are to he fern upon 
the French Stage^ are a little too- faint to the relifb 
of the Englifib 5 and (hews, that the xeafon of 
that is, becaufc the Englifh dive too far into a 

fub- 

* Pointed Vittidrnu. 
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fobjeft, and rfie French, commonly, not enough. 1677. 
The truth is ^ adds he, I never faw Men of better 
. Underftanding than either the French^ who confiier 
' tbififf with attention ; or the Englijh^ that can dif 
ingage tbemfelves from their too deep meditations^ 
and return to that facility ofdifcourfe^ andfreedofnof 
vnty which^ iffoffthle^ a manfhould always be mafier 
of The finejl Gentlemen in the worlds continues 
he, are the French that thinks and the Engli^ that 
Jpeak. After this, M. de St. Evremond 
proceeds to the difference that is to be found be- 
tween the Englilh and the French Comedies ; 
. and (hews, that the firft are as agreeable and 
entertaining, tho not fo regular and exa6t, as the 
latter. 

M^deSt. Evremond compofed, about 
this time, art Idyll \ which he fet himfelf to 
Mufick, and was fung at Madam M a z a r i n's, 
before a great many perfpns of diftindion. The 
Converfation turned afterwards on Plays with 
Mufical Entertainments, and particularly upcw 
Opera's, which made then fo much noife in 
France. M. de St. Evremond gavebutan 
indifferent Charafter of thofe Compofitions ; but 
not having had time to fpeak all his thoughts 
about them, he wrote a Difeourle upon that fub- i^7^* 
jeft, which he infcribed to the Duke of B t; c- 
R I N o H A M, who had his fhare in that Converft-^ 
tioa But beford I give you a notion of that 
Piece, I will pfemife a Ihort account of the fet- 
tiement of die French Opera's. 

Opera\ that is^ Dramatick PiecesXet to Mu- 
fick, accompanied with Dances, Machines, and 
Decorations, came from Italy. Cardinal M a- 
% Am I ft endeavoured to inttoduce them into 

g 2 ^ Fraace, 
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1678. France ; and, in 1647, he fent for Come- 
dians from beyond the Alps, who aded a Play 
in Italian verfe, callM Orpheo e Euridice *. This 
fliew was no leis furprizing for its Novelty, than 
for the excellence of the Voices, the variety of 
Concerts and Decorations, the furprizing Sce- 
nery and Machinery, and the magnificence of 
the Clothes '. The fuccefs that attended this 
Piece, occafioned the Reprefentation of another 
of the fame kind, at the King*s Marriage in 
1660^ under the title of Ercole Amante^ which 
Was printed with a French Tranflation, in favour 
of thofe that did not undcrftand Italian. This 
raifed a ftrong defire to fee French Opera's ; but 
as they wanted good Muficians, and fine Voices, 
fo they were prepoffefs'd that French Words did 
not admit of the fame Mufical Graces and Or- 
naments as the Italian. However, the Abbot 
P E R R I N, who had been Mailer of the Cere- 
monies to Gaston Duke of Orleans, 
undertook to fumiount all thefe obftaclcs % and 
in order to that, compofed a Paftoral, which 
he caufed to be fet to Mufick by C a m b e rt, 
> Intendant of the Queen-mother's Mufick, and 
Organift of St. Honore*s Church. This Piece was 
fung at Ifly in the year 1659 j ^^^ fucceeded fo 
well, that Cardinal M a z a r i n caufed it to be 
played feveral times before the King at Vincen- 
Aes. STi^w w<iJ, fays M. DE St.Evremond*, 
as it werey an EJfay of an Opera^ which pleafed 
by its Novelty : hut^ adds he, what was ftill better^ 
was the Concerts of Flutes^ which had not been 

heard 

. * Saibi Tmuifiot the aocient and modem &fpre(cnta« 
tions in Mufick by Fatbir Mtrnfiriert pig. igf, or* 

* Cardmal MaMrin was at the §3fiae$ if $U$ Ofra^ 
wbicb was fro^ims* 

' Sn Fathir Mssufirkr, ubi (hpn fag, ao^i 0^« 

^ I» $bi Qnmdy if tb$ Oteu*u 
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heard upon any Stage^ fence the Greeks and Romans. 1678. 
This Piece was foon foUow'd by another in 166 1, 
incided Ariadne^ die Verfes whereof, compofed 
by the Abbot P e r r i n, were but indifferent. 
It was rehearfed feveral times, but the Cardinal's 
Death hindred its being afbed ; and, for fome 
years, put a flop to the rife of the Opera's. In 
the mean time, the Abbot P e r r i n left no 
ftone unturn'd, to bring an undertaking to bear, 
which had fo happy a beginning ; and in the 
year 1669, obtained Letters Patent for erefting 
201 Academy of Operas in tbeFrench Language ; but 
not being able to bear alone the trouble and ex- 
ceflive expence of fuch a Settlement, he took in 
Partners, viz. C a m b b r t, for the Mufick \ 
the Marquis de Sourdbac, for the Mi- 
chines ; and one C h a m p £ r o n, for the ne- 
ceflary Charges. As foon as this agreement was 
concluded, they fent for the moft celebrated 
Muficians from fome Cathedrals in Languedoc, 
with whom Cam b brt joined the beft Voices he 
could find at Paris and elfewhere ; and the 
Opera of Pomona was play ■ d at Paris on the 
Theatre of Guenegaud, in the year 1671. The 
Verfes were alfo of the Abbot P e r r i n's com- 
pofing, and were not better liked than thofe of 
Ariadne, However, 'twas afted eight fucceflive 
Months, with univerfal applaufe : but, during 
that interval, the Marquis de Sourdeac, 
under pretence of the money he had advanced, 
feized upon the Theatre -, and to make Ihift 
without the Abbot P b R r i n, employ'd M. 
G I L B 1 R T, who compofed the Opera call'd, 
the Pains and Pleafiires of Love *, which was alfo 
afted on die faid Theatre of Guenegaud. In the 
meantime^ John-Baptist Lully, ana- 

g 3 tivc ' 
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1678. tive of Florence, Superintcndant of the King^s 
Mufick, taking advantage of the mifunderifauid- 
ing amgng the Partners of the Opera, obtain^, 
by the intereft of the Marchionefs of Mo ni» 
T E s p A K, that the Abbot P e r 11 1 n Ihould 
make over his Patent to him, for a certain, fum 
of money. This alteration obliged C a m b b n t 
to go over into England, where he died in 1677, 
Superintendant of King CnARLBSthe fecond's 
Mufick. L u L L y took into partnerfhip the 
Sieur V i g a r i n i, the King's Machinift, and 
fixed his Theatre at the Tcrinis-Coiirt of BeUair, 
where, in the year 1672, be prefented the pub- 
lick with the Feftivals of Love and Bacchus * ; 
which was a Paftoral, made up of fragments of 
{tveral Interludes, the Mufick whereof wa§ 
compofed by Lull y, to words made by M. 
Qu I H A u L T. This Piece was followed by 
the Opera's of Cadmus^ Akefiey ^hejcus, Atys % 
and a great many others, that need not to be 
mentioned here. 

M. deSt, EvREMOND bcgins his Obferva- 
ttons on Opera^s ? with an ingenuous Dedaration, 
that he does not greatly admire ReprefentatiOns of 
that kind. I own, fays he, that their ^Magtafi- 
cence pleafes me well enough, ibat4ber^s fimetbir^ 
furprizing in the Machines, that the. Mufick in 
fome parts is very moving, and that the wbsle^ taken 
together appears wondefful : but it miift be allowed 
me^ that tbefe wonders foon grow tirejame ; for 
where the Mind has fo little employment^ theSenfes 
mufi ' needs flag, 4fter the -fir ft pleafure - we find in 
the fur prize, the Eyes are contmuallyJookiMg at the 
Objects, till at laft tbey are weary. But what he 

thinks 

' I-es Fe$b^ dc P Amour 8c dcBacchns^ 

^ Cadmus and Hermiont waspU/d in 1^79 ; Alcefte, wt 
The Triumph of Alcidcs in 1574; Thcfcus in 1^75 % an4 
Atysiw 1 67 6. ; 

I roL II. P0P. i7i. * ■ 
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thinks moft ridiculous in Opbra*a^ htheSingif^, 1678. 
of the whole Piece j fr^m Ae beginning to the end 5 
as if the perfons reprefented^ badridicuioi^y Agreed 
t$ treat in Mujick^ koth tbe^moji common and' the, 
mn^fik import iint affairs of their livei. Is it] to be 
imaginedy adds hoj. that* a Mafter calls hitSer^ 
varU;^ or fends bim^ on an. Errand^ ftnging ? • ^hat 
one Friend imparts a Secret to another y fining ? 
Xhai men debate in Cot^ilyfing/ng? Infhorty That 
Qrderl ar^ given in Battle^ Jinging ; and that men 
a^ kili^A^mtbfwerAs and darts in the voice of Mu- 
fi^k'A Not thathe|)t^etends to banifti all man- 
ner of Sipging from tbe Stag^:: for he obfervcs^ 
t;hat all < tiiat relacen * ca the feiwice of the . Gods^ 
w^ cvier fung s and that i:he Paffion of aLovter; 
the IrveibluQon oi ariSoul tofi'd by different Mo- 
tions^ and'Otherfut^fisLpf this nature, are pro- 
per enough' ibr Mufiek s < bift he is; of opinion; 
that all that behngsi ^. Convierfation andJConfe-i 
rences v 0U4hat relates to Intrigues and ^Aff(ttrs*% 
all that comennsiCoHi^l md ASion^ is propih i^ 
ke rebear/ed:by^Aihrs^ but ridiculous tobefung;by 
JMuftciansw ihe Greci^mSy adds he, made admi* 
mbleTragedieSy where they, had fame Jinging'y the 
ItalianSy and the French^ make, firry onesy where 
tbeyjing all. This ^es him occaliod to^ define 
MtQpera, which ht calls di^.odd medley:ofI^oetry 
ands Muftch Viberein the: Raet and Mnfician^ 
efttally confined one' by the other y take a worldief 
pains to. compofe a .wretched performance; He 
ikews afterwardsv l^ow Oomtdies might be com 
trtvedy where Dancea zhdb Mulick might be 
introchiced, that would noi: in the leaft hurt 
the Reprfifentadonf . From thefe general Con<>- 
fiderations^ he proceeds, to feme Refle&ions 
on the different GFCqiusofXi^ u L L Y. and C^tt<- 
».e'rt. He compares the Italian with the 
French Opera% and thinks, that as for the man-^ 

g 4 .^ *^r 
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1678, fier of finging^ which tl^y-callin France, Exe- 
cution % no Nation can juftly vie with the French. 
He afterwards examines the different manner of 
finging of the Italians and the Spaniards \ and 
concludes, that none hut the Frenchman fxngs. 
He backs his opinion by the authority of the 
famous L u I G I, who could not endure that the 
Italians Jhould pretend to Jing his Airs^ after be 
had heard them fung by Nyert, H1LAIB.E9 
little L A Va r e n n e ; znd /aid openly at Rome, 
that to make fine Mufick^ Italian Airs muft come 
out of a French Mouth M. de St. Evre* 
MONO acknowledges, at the lame time, ^^ that 
** no people have a flower Comprehenfion, both 
•* for the true fenfe of words, and for entrmg 
" into the thought of the Poet, than the 
** French ; and that there arc but few that lefs 
underftand the Quantity, and that with greater 
difficulty find out the Pronunciation : but 
when, by long ftudy, they have furmounted 
*^ all diefe difficulties, and are mafters of what 
** they fing, nothing comes up to them." He 
then proceeds to the Machines, which he alfo 
condemns, ^ey may^ fays he, fatisfy the Curi* 
ofity of ingenious men who love Mathematical In- 
ventions^ out they can never fleafe perfons thai 
have a true Tajie of the theatre. The more 
they furprizcy the more they divert ihe Mind from 
aite^ng to the Difcourfe ; and the more wonderful 
they are J the lefs Tendemefs and exquifite Senfe 
they leave in us^ to he touebed and charmed 
with Mufick. He ohferves, that the Antients, 
who fet up their Gods at their Gates^ and e- 
ven at their Chimneys-Comers^ very rarely ex- 
pofed them on the .Sta^. The Italians rc- 
^ed in their Opera'^s Deities that were extinil 

in 
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in the Worlds and after they had left off this 1678. 
Cuftom which they had us^d with caution^ the 
French took it up and carry'd it to excefs. We 
cover the earthy fays he, with Deitiesy and make 
them dance in companySy whereas the Italians were 
cautious of bringif^ them down upon the Stage^ but 
ufon the moft important occajions. " I admire 
•* L u L L y, continues he^ as well for direfting 
" the Dances as the Voices and Inftruments : but 
" the Conftitution of our Opera's muft appear 
altogether extravagant to thofe who are true 
Judges of the Probable and the Wonderful. 
** Ncverthelels, adds bcy a Man runs a rilijue of 
*• having his judgment calPd in queftion, if he 
<« dares declare this good-tafte ; and I advife o- 
** thcrs, when they hear any difcourfe of Opera's, 
** to keep their knowledge a fecret to them- 
** felves. For my part, purfues he^ who am 
** paft the age and time of fignalizing my felf 
** by new modes or fancies, I am refolv*d to 
** Imke in with Good-fenfe, as much abandoned 
** as it is, and to follow Reafon, tho in difgrace, 
** with the fame zeal, as if it were ftill in as 
" much vogue as formerly/* 

M. DE St. EvREMOND thought it fb 
comical, to fee every thing, even the moft fa- 
miliar Difcourfes, and the moft trivial Afiairs, 
fung in Opera's, that he diverted himfelf with 
the Writinjg a Comedy, called ^he Openfs \ 
wherein he introduces a young Woman, who 
by the reading and finging of Opera's, is arrived 
at that pais, that fhe never ibeaks to ^ny body, 
but in Metre, and Tune. In a Scene of this 
Piece, he brings in a Ihorc Critidfrn on the 
Opera's that were then extant *, iuch as the Paf 
Ufral of Iffjf^ Pomona^ The Pains and Peafures of 

Love^ 

^Smthi WoAb of Ibdc Sc IwmoAmFrmk. 
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jgyg^ Lovey Ariadne J Cadmus^ jilc^Jlej ^beJiuSy^^d 
Atjs. 'Tis an imitation of Ce r v a.n t e s, 
who has a fine judicious Criticifm. in his Don 
^ixoL on the moft famous Romances of his 
day. M. de St. Evremond at the fame 
time, commends. Camber x, Lully and 

QjJ I N AU,LT. 

I fhall add in this, place, that fome Italian Mu* 
Ilcians coming into England not many yean 
after, fome,p€«"fohs Woa'd eng^ him to recanc 
what he had.faid in, his Refkdtions on Opera**, 
in favour of, the French Singing : whereupon he 
wrote a fraall Piece,, entitled^ an Eltuiaation^ \ 
which is ironical, and confirms what he had be» 
fpre advanced. 

I fhaU now acq^uaint you how he came to write 
his DijfertaHon on, the word. VlAS T *. Madam 
M A z A R I N having, amongfl other. Praifes, faid 
of Cardinal d e Richelieu,, that be bad -a 
vaji Mindy or Genius ^ M. d e St. £ v r e/^ 
M ON D maintained, that that E^prefiion was not 
juft^ that a Vaft Genius wasuken either in .a 
good or bad fenfe, according to. what accompsti^ 
ny'd it ; that a vafi^ wonderful^ and pnetrating 
Genius y denqt^ ^adn^jral^le Capacity •, and that, 
on thie contrary,, d vafi.andimTnoderateGeniuf^yfdS 
a Genius that lofl: it (elf in. rambling-Thoughts, 
in fine, but airy Ideas,; m.Defigns tpo great, 
and not at all proporUQn'd to the. means 
that may ^•'ender tTiem fuccefsful, Afcer. along 
difpute, they agreed to' refer the matter to the 
Gentlemen of the FRENCH A^CADEMY. 
The Abbot PE St. Rea^l, then at Paris; hav»- 

ing 

^ mdipag.iZi. 

3 Tht French expreffion is, V Efprit vafte, which in Enghjh 
implies, a vaft Genius^ 4 vaft Mind^ # y^ Soul, a y^4 



Ing^ been defired tQ confult thero, they gave 1678; 
their judgment in favour of Madam. M.aza- 
RiN. Mi P£ St> fcvjR.EMONc>- h^d retrac- 
ted, and coiifels^i his erjoii before tbejr Decifion 
waa knQiv;n..:uimt when h^ faw it^ .he wrpte 9 
PUTerfi^iQny where be dje<iAres, tfe^^t bis nGmta- 
Hon voas not fimem<^ bnt^^ a. meer effe^f x>f Camplai^ 
famcy and a volun(/iry fitbyniffion of bis tboMghts to 
tbofe of Madam M4.2^A.jitrJN. He adds^ that 
the figbt wbicb tbe Gentlemen of the Acadei^y fre^ 
tend to^ of repdating tke French Language as they 
fleafe^ « difputakle. , jiuthors have no Authority^ 
fays te^ to abolifh.old IVords becaufe theiy dof^t like 
ibemy, and tQ, introduf/t new one^ after their fancy : 
all that can be done for tbem^ is ta render them 
mafiers of Ufe^ %i^hen that UJe is not contrary to 
Judgment ajtdReafm ^here are fopfif Authors who 
have -made Langua^s perf&Si^ and otbers, that have 
fpoil^d them J and we • muji hanje recourfe to good 
Senfe to decide the matter. He give^ inftances 
pf this, and returning to the French Academy, 
J o^Hj cQntiaues he, tbeJurifd\£iion.of the Aca^ 
demy. Lei it: decide whether VAST is a fVard 
inufe^ or if it be^ naf^ I'Will fukmit to their judg- 
fnent : but to kntufv the force and propriety of the 
Term ; to know whether \tis. a fVord of blame^ or tf 
praife^ they muft: gfve, me-icAve to be judg*J by my 
own B^afon. Then hQent^r3 into the Subjed, and 
fitting ^^Opimn, he had at firft maintained, 
^nd which he thought ^ fays, he, pretty modefty he 
denys that the Word Vafi qan ever be a Commenda^ 
fion^ and that any thing is capable of reSiifying^ that 
quality. He maintains that Great is. a Perfeftion 
in the Mind,^ Faft ali^ays a Vice > that a. juft 
wd regulated extent makes what is Great ; and 
an immoderate greatnels what is Vafl. All this 
he proves by examples drawn out of the bed 
Latii>. .Wiiipeis.;. after whiohj h^; e^^mines the 
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1678. Vafi Genius which is afcrib'd to Homer and 
Aristotle ; and the Vaft Soul which is 
attributed to Pyrrhvs, Catiline, 
Charles V. and Cardinal de Riche* 
lieu; and then (hews, by an end Difcuflion, 
that the five Works of thofe celebrated Authors, 
and the Jhining Atchievements of thofe great Cap- 
tains, ought to he affigrfd to other qualities of their 
JMindsi and their Errors and chimerical dejigns^ 
imputed to that of Vaft, Thus a dry barren 
fubjeft, which feem'd to promife nothing but 
meer Grammatical Difcuflions, changed its nature 
in the hands of M. de St. Evremond, 
and became an excellent Piece of Hiftory, Cri^ 
ticifm, and Literature. 

The Duke of N e v e r s ufed frequendy to 
fend to the Dutchefe of M a z a r i n, his Sifter, 
fome copies of Verfes of his own making ; ha- 
ving a Genius for Poetry, tho he gave too great 
a loofe to his raptures, and^ did not fufBciently 
correft his compofitions. Neverthelefs, there was 
fomething new in his thoughts, and in the turn 
he gave them. Madam M a z a r i n having 
communicated toM. de St. Evremond 
an Epifllej which the Duke of Nevers had 
addrefs'd to the Abbot B o u r d e l o t ', de* 
firing him to give her his judgment upon it ; 
M. DE St. Evremond returned her an An- 
Iwer % That there were in that little Piece^ fame 
Verfes of as high and noble ftrain^ as he had feen a 
long while before in French. I value them the more^ 
adds he, becaufe therms Novelty and good Senfe 5 
which are not eaftly blended. For our Novelties 
have often a caft of extravagance , and th^ good 
Senfe which is found in our IVritingSy is generally 

borrowed 

* $M tb$ Vorkt of M. de Stt Emmofld in Fffwdfr. 
I V9U IL fsg. 254. 
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lorrovfd from Antiquity^ rather than of our own 1678. 
growth. I wou^d have the Modems infpired by the 
JVit of the AntientSy but wcmld not have them fteal 
it J andpafs it for their own. I allow the Antients 
to teach us how to think well^ but hate to make ufe 
of their thoughts. What remains of their Works 
had the advantage of Novelty ^ when they wrote it \ 
wbereasy what we borrow from them now^ is grown 
obfoletefrom age to age ; and is dropty as it were^ 
dead and extinguifh^d into the brain of our Authors. 
What have we to do with a new Author ^ who puts 
forth nothing but old ProduHions ; who fets himfelf 
out with the fancies of the Greeks y and impofeson the 
world their knowledge for Us own ? A vafi number 
of Rules y made three thoufand years ago are fet up to 
be the fiandard of whafs writing now-a-days ; 
without confideringy that neither the fubjeSs to be 
treatedy nor the Genius to be conduStedy are the fame. 
If we Jhould make Love like Anacreon and 
Sappho, nothing would be more ridiculous ; if 
like Terence, nothing more Plebeian \ and if 
like L u c I A N, nothing more grofs and lewa. 
All Ages have a Chara&er peculiar to themfelves : 
they have their own PolitickSy their Intereftsy their 
Affairs -, and their MoralSy infome meafurey having 
their particular Virtues and Vices. I own *tis all 
Humanity ftill \ but Nature is various in Men : and 
Arty which is nothing but an imitation of NaturCy 
ought to vary as that does. Our Impertinencies are 
not the fame which Horace ridicuPd*y nor are 
our Vices the fame which Ju v b n a l laflfd: we 
muji thereforCy make ufe of other raillery and re^ 
proofs. 

After the Peace of Nitneguen, M. xm St. 1679. 
EvRBMOND wrote an Epifile in Vcrfe to the 
King % wherein he indireAly ask'd leave to return 

to 
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1679. to his native Country j^ but it came to npiJ^^g^ 
Count D* O L o N N E having beftow'd great 
praifes on that Piece ; I know not^ fays M. p js, 
St. E V r e m on d in his Anfwer to him % 
why yoH Jbould admire my Ver^s^ fince I. don^t ad- 
mird ^em my felf\ far I muft inform yoUy that in 
the opinion of a celebrated Mafier in the Art of 
Poetry % a Poet is always the mojl affected with 
his own Compofures. . For my party I acknowledge 
abundance of faults in mine ^ which I might corretij 
if exacinefs were not extremely troublefome to my 
humour y and did not take up more time than any 
perfon of my age can fpare. Bejides^ I have am* 
ther excufcy which j if I am not miftaken^ you will 
admit of EJfays are feldam Mafter-xpieces^ and 
the Praifes I befiow upan jhe Kingj being the firfi 
true andfincere Commendations I ever, gave^ it can 
be no wonder I had na better fuccefs. As for thofe 
you befiow upon me^ they are an ingenious Irony ^ of 
which rhetorical figure^ I was formerly fo great a 
Mafier^ that the Marefcbal -0 z Clerembaut 
thought no body but my felf capable to vie with you 
in it. Tou ought not to b{ive employed it againjl a 
tnan^ who has loft the ufe of it^ and who is fo 
much your humble Servant as I am. 
1680. He afterwards composed a litde Piece % where- 
in he enquires into the reafon why the greatefl 
Men of Aiitiquity, fuiqh as Alcibiades, 
Agesi-laus, Scjpjo, andJuLius C^- 
s A R, were {q littl.e addi^^d to the Love of the 
Fair Stx i whUft ihat wife . and learned King, 
Solomon, was ipfenflble to all other Charms. 
He endeavours to juftify that Prince's conduft ; 
^ and fuppOrts his arguments by ihe examples of 
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Syphax, Augustus, M/ d e Senec- i68o, 
TERRE, and the Marefchal d'Estre'es. 
However^ adds-be^ notmthftanding tbefe Authori- 
ties^ I Jhould hi^lf-n^alue a Man who Jhould have 
fucbjirength cf J^udgmenty as to preferve the relijh 
jof Libert'^ to the end of his Life. Not that an ab- 
jblute Independence is always commendable : for it 
generally produces Indifference and Ingratitude. Let 
us equally avoid the two extremes of abfolute Sub- 
jection and entire Freedom ; and content our f elves 
^th an eafy and honourable intercourfe^ as agreea- 
ble to our Friends as to our /elves. ^ If any thing 
more is required of me than a hearty Concern for 
the Inter efts of thofe I love ; any thing more than 
my fmall Affifiance^ as weak as it is^ when they 
are in diftrefs \ or more than Difcretion in Conver- 
fation, and Secrecy in Confidence ; let them feek 
for a Friend elfewhere^ for I can afford them no 
more. He Ihews, afterwards, what diforders 
are fometimes produced by what is called Friend- 
ft>ip \ and makes it appear that there are diffe- 
rent forts of Friends^ equally dangerous and 
troubiefom. He gives the true Ghafadler of 
Friendihip ; and pbferves how rnirch that Vir- 
tue has betn recommended by the Philofophers 
and good Men of all ages. In the laft place, 
he takes notice of the Inconveniences that arife 
from too great a number of Friends; both in 
relation to our felves, and to Abfe we profefe 
to love. Madam M a z a r i n caused this Piece 
to be printed at London in 1681, and mali- 
cioufly in titled it, Frimdfinp ^thout Friend/hip c 
dedicated to the Earl of St. Albans. 

M. D E St. E vr e m o n d ufed to pafs the 
Summer feafpn with the Court at Windfor; 
where he often conversed with Dr. Vossius, 
whom the King made One of the Prebendaries 
of Windfor in 16^3, Madam Ma,2arin 

was 
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i68o, ^^ ^^^ ^^^ much pleafed with the Conveiia- 
tion of that Learned Man ; who often eat at her 
Table, and of whom Ihe ufed to alk Queftions 
on all manner of SubjeAs* I (hail take this op- 
portunity to give you a (ketch of Isaac 
Vossius's Character. He underftood moft 
European Languages, and fpoke none of them 
well He had a profound knowledge of the 
Genius and Cuftoms of antient Nations ; but 
was entirely ignorant of the Manners of his Co- 
temporaries. He was unpolite, even in his or- 
dinary way of fpeaking ; exprefling himfelf in 
Converfation, as he might have done in a Com- 
ment upon Juvenal and Petronius. 
At the very time he was writing Books to prove 
that the Verfion of the Septuagint was of Divine 
Infpiration, his private Difcourfes intimated that 
he believed no Revelatbn at all. The unedi- 
fying manner in which he died ', leaves no room 
to doubt his Opinions *. And yet, which is a 

plain 

* Iftae refits diid thi loth cf fdmfiy, u%9» 

* Dr. Haskardf DMn of Wmdfir^ gmg to vifit him wkb 
J>r. Wicksirt ono of tho PnhmdMrkt^ coifi tM fnvdd om 
him to ncoht tht Saeramenty tho ho profs*d km to thst dorroo 
MS to toll him^ that if he would not do it for ^e Love of (£>d, \ 
he hop*d he wou*d do it however for the Honour of the 
Chapter. Whsstfdkws wUl pvo yots m forthor notion of 
yofiis*s hmssotsr mnd fimmims. A QontUsnsin Mskissg hm 
otso day what was hocomo of a cortaim Man of Lottors that 
he had firmorly fion sit Us Honfo ? Misfits anfwtr^d htm 
Huntly^ eft facriftculus in pago, tc mfticos dedpit» i« e. ho 
is a Parfon in a Villago, and makos Fools of tin Country* 
Poople. 1 wiU addy that a Gontloman wM known in tho 
PLtfuhlick of Uttorsy informed mo that ho hoi in his enjhdy s 
Latin Lottor^ written hy a forfin that was frofent with Vof^ 
pus when he dy*d, in ViUeh ho fays, that DoH§r Hdskard 
went to vifit him whom ho was om his Doath-hod^ and ox* 
horted him to rocwfo tho Saeramwt^ htst that hofmd to Um^ 
I rather wi(h yott wodd tdl nt bQw I Mi ob%e mj Far* 
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pkin proof-<)f >the' weaknefe 1d£ fcuman Uftder- t62o. 
(landing, be ^b»d ^n' fcolijh CreduUtffor any thing 
that was extraordinar.'^^ fabulous^ tind faft' beU^i 
Thefe are the' very-wor^iof -M. de St.; E-' 
V R E M o ND V who had longlcnough convers*d 
widi Vossius,: to tkndw him thorowly. • 

.;NL JusTiL retire with his Family mto 1681. 
Eiigland, towards the end of the year i6Sf, In 
order to enjoythe Liberty o^-hi^ Confciende ; 
and was, fome time after, nnadfe the King's Li" 
brary-Keepcn ' Ne^erthelfefe,' 'h^ f egrettfed- the 
fwects of life he had left behind him in France, 
and often lamented himfelf lipon that fubj^ft ;' 
which gave M: e S t. Ev^Ri mono o<*cafi^* 
oa to write a. Letter to him % wh^ein he d^ends 
the Romilh Churdi like a Gentleman, • \^itH a- 
great deal of wk and politert'efs ; and without 
engaging himfelf in the fubterfb^s and litigibus 
fubtlcties of.theiDivines. • ' • 1 < 

YqLI. ; , ht ; At 
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mtn to pay me thetr'RcQt& 7Ih Lmtr kdds^ that this was 
his commm *fifay cf ta(kipg^ and fl^at J^rancis du ^on (-wh^^ 
dy*dm 1677, eighty tight years ofage^atthe Houfe ofVoJpm^ 
u *whom he nvasVnde by the. Mother* s fide)' falling fick^ a 
Prebendary offer'* d te give him the Satranunt, but Voffias 
cffos^d it, fayingi *Th inciced a fine Coftom eftabliihM for 
Sinaefs; but my (Inde is no Sinner : he is a Man without 
Vice. Thefe are the very Wards of t^at Letfer : 

** Cum Decanns Windeforienfis ilium in confinio mor« 
** t\% invifitaret* ctimque urbani invifaret ad S. Coenam, dixit 
V Voflius : Doeeto :qteomAdo pofpm eolonos meos eompeUere ad 
^* folvendas fteas penfiones : hoc facito. Quas verba ne fint" 
*^ ftr^ interpreteris, fcias hoc quptidiani fermonis genus el 
** natiYom ftiifle. Simile refponfum dedit Canom'co VTin- 
^ defbrienC FrancifcO Junio S. Coniam ofFerre cupienti : 
*^, Hoejpeeiofuminftitutum pro feecatoribus: avuncidus mens 
** nihU minus eft quam peccator, Vitiss caret*** 

' In his Difcourfe to the Marefchal 4* Crequi, K^.II. 

* Vol h pag. 17 1. 



cxif THE LIFE OF 

16.82. At thactioiey the Sieur M o & m, a man of 
obfcure birth, and who had no other merit thaii 
hi$ being a great Gamefter, brought Over Ba^ 
let imo England, and generally kept a Bank at 
the Dutcheft of M a z A r i n*s, who loved that 
Game pafllonately. M.DsSt. Evremond 
Wrote thereupon feveral Pieces in Verfe, wherein 
he complains,, that the Reading of good Books, 
and agreeable Converfation was banifh'd, to 
make room for BaK&t 

1683. There happened in the year 1683 an accident, 
with which the Dutchefs of MazArin was 
extremely affeded. Baron Bakisr, a Swe^ 
di(h Gentleman \ fell pailtonately in love with 
^at Lady, who was not cruel to him. Prince 
Philip of Savoy, her Nephew, fought a 
Duel with him, and gave him a wound of which 
he died. Madam M a z a r i n was difconfblate 
for the lofs of her Lover, and in pain for heit 
Nephew, left he fhould be try'd and condemned, 
and iofe all his Benefices m France. She caus'd 
her Apartment to be hung with black ; and 
hardly admitted the Vitits' o( her beft fHends^ 
Bi ftiort, fhjc expreisM fudi a deep forrow, that 
M. pB St. Evremqnd. did not doubt but 
ihe would go to. Spain, and retire mto the 
fame Convent with th^ Conftable Co i qn n a's 
LcKly, her Sifter. This appeared the more like- 
ly, becaufe the Duke. ofMAZARiN had fent 
over into England Madam Du Ruz, » 
Lady of Quality in Provence, formerly a Re- 
tjuner to his Dutchcfe *, who ufed all her endea- 
vours to feed her grief, and eogage her to quic 
England. Thefe.Hpon M. db St. Ev re- 
mo n d^ 

' Son of th$ Genetdl Baniir. 

* Seo tbo Memoirs of Madam M^zatio^ in th$^ Hid VoL 
fH-ii7» 1x8. 
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iifOND, who could tiot bear the thoughts of 1683. 
her abfence, wrote three or four Letters to her, 
€0 comfort and divert her from a defign fo in- 
confident with her happineis. He made a lively 
jreprefentation to her of all the Inconvenienceii 
or Convents ; and told her, that in the difpo* 
fitioA her mind was in at prefent^ it would be 
impoflible for her to bear with them. ^* In- 
deed, fays be ', if you were mov'd by the 
ibecial Grace of G6d to devote your felf en- 
•* tirely to his fervice, the hardfliip of your con- 
*• ditipn might be excus'd by the ardour of your 
■* zeal, which would make every thing fup- 
*** portable to you : but I don't find you con- 
^ vinc'd in your conjfcience ; and you muft even 
*^ le^rii to believe in him whom you are going 
*• to ferve fo auftcrely. You will hot only 
^* meet with all the Hardfliips that Nuns under- 
^^ go, but will mifs the Spoufe that comforts 
** them. To you every fort of Spoufe is odi- 
*' ous, not iwily abroad in the World, but eveii 
^^ in a Monaftery. The being one day in doubt 
^^ about the' Happanefs of adother Life, is fyffi- 
♦• cient to caft the deyouteft Maid in a Nuiinery 
•* into defpair : for, i?aith alone ftrengthefk and 
*' fupports her, and enables her to bear the 
*• Mottificadons (he undei^oes. Whti knows^ 
** Madam, whether you will believe but one 
*• cuarter of an hour, what flie iftuft ever be- 
** lieve to avoid being unhappy ? Whd knows 
*• whether the Idea of a promised Felicity, will 
*• ever be powerful enough to bear you upi 
** againft die fcnfe of prefent Evils f Nothing 
•* is more reafonable, to fiich ai are fiflcerely 
•* convinced, than to live under that Aufterity 
•* which they believe tucxstBzry for their arrivd 
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1683. " at the fruition of eternal blifs ; and nothing is 
«' more juft In them who are not convinced, 
*^' than to indulge their eafe here below, and to 
tafte with moderation every pleafure for 
which they have any relifh* For this reafon, 
thofe among the JPhilofophers who believed 
*' the Immortality of the Soul, made no ac- 
count of the delights of this World ; and fuch 
of them as after this Life expefted no other, 
have placed the fovereign Good in .Pleafure. 
You, Madam, profefs a PhDofophy entirely 
*' new : in oppofition to E p i c u r u Si, you pur- 
•' fue Pain, Mortification, and Anguifli 5 and 
" in oppofition to Socrates, you eixpedt no 
" reward from Virtue. Without much Reli- 
gion, you are going to profefs a Religious 
Life: you defpife this World, and don't fet 
*' much value upon the other. Unlels you have 
>' foun,d out a third World, created purpofely 
«' for you, there is no way left to juftify your 
" Conduft. We ought. Madam, to be con- 
^* vinced before we lay a reftraint upon our 
*' felves : we ought not to fufFer, unlefs we 
" know for whom. In a word, we muft ftudy 
ferioufly to know God, before we renounce 
our felves. In the midft of this Univerfe, the 
contemplation of the Wonders of Nature will 
^' lead you to his Knowledge, on whom it de- 
*' pends. The fight of the Sun will convince 
" you pf the greatnefs and magnificence of him 
*' , that fprm'd it : that wonderful and juft Or- 
der which cements and preferves all things, 
will bring you acquainted with his Wifdom. 
*' In fliort. Madam, in ' this World which you 
defi^ to quit, God lies all open, and ready 
explained to our thoughts : he lies {o dofe 
in Monafteries, that he rather conceals than 
'^ manifefts himfelf ; and is fo difguis'd by the 
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M. D E ST. E V R E M O N D. cxvH 

** mean and unworthy forms under which he is 16S2. 
*' reprefented, that the moft enlightened, have 
** much ado to know him," ^c. 

M. DE St. Evremond reprefents the 
Dutchefs here as a Wit ; and you know. Sir, that 
in her Memoirs we are afliired, that Cardinal 
M A z A R I N had early perceived her inclination 
to Irreligion. One of the things^ fays the Dutchefs, 
for which he was mofi dijfatisfied with us ', was 
our Devotion. Tou cannot imagine how much he 
was concerned at our having fo little onU : nor did 
he omit any Argument he thought proper to infpire 
us with it. Among the reft^ complaining once to 
4is, becaufe we did not hear Mafs every day^ he 
told uSj we had neither Piety^ nor Honour : " at 
:*' Icaft, faid he^ if you don't hear it for God's 
" fake, hear it for the World's *." The Dutch- 
lefs of Mazarin was then very young 5 
there's no doubt to be made, but her Irreligion 
increas'd by her Hufband's extreme Bigotry and 
fantaftical Superftition ; and -afterwards gather'd ^ 
ftrength in her Travels, by her converfation 
with Men of great Wit and Learning, but who 
entertained very free thoughts about Religion. 
Therefore M. de St. Evrem o-n d might 
well tell her, that fhe had need of more Know- 
ledge and Grace, before fhe fhould think of 
turning Nun, But fhe did not put her defign 
in execution : her Nephew was clear'd \ and 
time having moderated her forrow, fhe had no 
farther thoughts of leaving Great Britain. 

About that time M. de St. Evremond 
made fome Ohfervations upon the Tajie andjudg- 

h 3 ment 

^ MMttingt the Dutchffs of MaxArln her felfi her. Sifter, 
Viho afterwards married the Conftable Colonna ^ and her Bro* 
ther^the Duke of Nevers. 

I See Madam Mazarin's Memoirs^ fa{* 14* 
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1683. Intent ^ the French^. He obfenrcs in the firfk 
place, that tho the Genius of the French^ feems 
generally to be mean, *tis certain that tbofe. who di*i 
fiinguijb tbemfelves among them are cafaile (f the 
fnoft beautiful Produ£lions: but^ he adds, fvben 
they know bow to perform^ we know not bow to 
admire them ; and if we have done jujiice to fome 
excellent IVorky our levity does not fnffer it long 
to enjoy the reputation we have given it. He 
wonders, chat in fo polite a Court as that of 
France, good and ill Tafte, true and falfe Wi^ 
ihouM Jike Cloathes be in fafliion by turns. He 
gives fome inftances of this vsiriety, as well with 
regard to Men as to Pieces of Wit. " Not 
** but, fays be^ there are in France men of very 
♦* folid fenfe, who are never di&ufted with wh^ 
*^ ought to pleafe, and never ^eas'd with what 
ou^ht to give difguft : but the ignorant or. 

})rejudic'd multitude generally drowns the 
mall number of true |udges/' Tbexe is no 
Country^ purfues he, where Reafon is fianet^ 
than in France^ but when His found ibere^ none 
purer in the univerfe. Commonly all is Fancy ; 
but a Fancy fo fine, and a Caprice fo xoile as t9 
V^i regards the ouyide, that Forei^Jters aflsamfd <jjf 
tbnr good Senfe as a grofs quality^ feek to makt 
tbemfilves efieemed at home by the imitation^ our^ 
Modes, and forego ejential qualities, to ajfeSt an, 
jfiir at0 Behaviour, which *tis fcarce poffible for 
ibem to attain. After having (hewn the Ac^t^- 
tages which France reaps from this Frepofleflion^ 
happy therefore, feys he, that noble and gay Ca-^ 
price, which makes it felf be receive^ by our greatefi 
tfjnemies : however it ought not to ufurp upon Jrts^ 
nor pretend imperioufly to decide upon the Product, 
Horn of iU^ Mini mtbowt con/ulting iitb&r good^ 

• " Taftr 

I YpU II. fag. J03. 



M. DE ST. fiVREMOND, t»it 

f&fie or Reafon. He (hews afterwards that 1683, 
there's a Vice oppofite to this Leirity, which b 
altogether as unreafbnable ; that is, the pafftmale 
affeSion for what was done in the former^ and our 
dijlike for every thing thafs done in our own time. 
He concludes, with (hewing the difpofition of 
mind, whidi a man muft be in, to make a true 
judgment of Men. and their Writings. 

The Dutchefs of Mazarin having re- 1684. 
cover'd her health after a great fk of fickncfe in 
1684, faid one day, ftniling, (he fhould be glad 
to know, what pec^le would fay of her, after her 
Peath ? This was fufltdent to engage M«"b £ S T. 
EvREMOND to write her Panegyrick, under 
the tide of a Funeral Oration^; wherein he takes 
ncytice of her Birth ; of the lUuftrious pcrfons 
j:h»t demanded her in Marf i^ ; of the nnxi^es; 
that induced the Cardinal to faeftow her on the 
Puke ofLA MslLiiRAYE, and whatjudg- 
ment was pals'd u^n it ; of thk Duke's fooli^ 
and ridiculous Devodon ; of the ill ufage Madam 
M A z A H I N received at his l^uids, whidi, at laft^ 
ferc'd her to part from him 5 of the feveraj 
Journeys (he was obligM to take ; of her abode 
it Chambery ^ of her coming inoo England, of 
the Af^laufe (he was recciv\i with, and of her 
Agreeable way of livir^ here.. Madam M a z a^ 
R I w, fays he> no fooner arrives to anj phce^ hut 
foe efiailifoes a Houft /oiwm?, which caufes all the^ 
others to he ahandorfd. ^Tbe greatejt iFreedom in tbf 
world is to be feen there j and an equal Difcretion^ 
every one is more commodioufly ufed there than at 
home^ and mpre rt^Bfully than' at Court, ^y 
true^ there are frequent difputes there^ hut then if 
is witi more knowledge than heat : it is not done 
(fut if a fpmt of contradiifiony but fylly to ^f^ 
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16^5. ** warm and hearty, after five and twenty yearn 
<^ abfence, as it could have been if I had the 
<* honour to be widi your Lordfhip «very day. 

*^ As for the advice you gave me to praife 
<< his Majefty, you will giv« me leave not to 
•' follow it. Your Affe^on for me, makes you 
** &ocy, that I coidd ^ve an agreeable turn to 
*< his praifes : but I know how dangerous it is 
«^ to commend a Prince, who has more tafte 
«« and difcernment, than thofe who commenc) 
^* him have either wit or genius. Moll prsifes 
are grois, and therefore naufeous ; afFeSied^ 
and ib difag^eable; far-fetch'd, and confe-^ 
^ quendy ill-fuited with the fubjed : I muft 
^^ have fallen into one or other of thofe incOn- 
^* veniences ; and I chufe rather not to praife at 
^^ all, than not praife well. *Tis a great pre* 
^^ fumption for a man to thinly, he can iet off 
^* things, that fufficiently fet off chemfelves ? 
they need but be named, to make an impref-> 
fion on men'ii minds. When ever they ait^ 
^^ mencWd, 1 am the firift thac^ afieded widi 
^^ them : but I do not venture to lanch Out into. 
^' praifes, that perhaps mig^t wrong them $ and 
^ I think I do more in their behalf, by carefully 
^^ avoiding to daub them, ^mi others by curir 
^' ottfly endeavouring to embelUfh them.** 

M. t> £ S T« £ V R.is u OH D wrote about this^ 
time, his RcQe^tions ^n the Ptems ^ the dnikntSy 
9iid on the Wonderful that is found in them. He 
fliews in that firft Piece '., that how admirable: 
^vesr HoM £ r's Poems are, yet it would be ri- 
diculous for a man to write ateer that Model in 
our Age^ wherein e^6ry thing is changed, as. 
Religion^ Pobdcks, MoitUs^ Tai)»^ l^S^uiers. 
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pud Ctiftoms. In die other Piece' fae obSsrv^ 1685, 
(hat the IVondetful in D|ie Poem^ of the AntientSi^ 
ahftraftedly confider'd in it fell^ is little le& 
Ibrange and Qd4 dian that of Kn^ht-errantry : 
he (hews that the Poets have committed the moft 
infamous Aftions to the management of xkdt 
Gods and Goddei&9 ; and this ^ves him occar 
fion to examine two common Sayings, that feeni 
fQ ocmtradid one another : the one, thai Poetrj 
is the Language (^ the Gods \ di^ prktr^ ibat then 
is m gnater foci in nature than a Poet. 

M. BxRNiER came about this time into 
England. He of^en converfed i¥ith M. d £ S t, 
Evremond; and the efteem they had bodi 
for G A s s E N D I, the Reftorer of the Philofbphy 
of Epicurus, ^nerally led ebeir Diicpurfe 
fo the Dodrine of that antient Philofopher. 
This ^ve M. db St. Eyremoko occ^lioi^ 
to write a iitde Piece *, wherein a&er haying ao» 
knowledg'd, chat of all the <^nions of the PM- 
lofophers concerning the fovereign Good, none 
a{^>ears to him fo rational as that of Eeicv-* 
Rus, who makes it to confift in Voltiptuoulaefiy 
^ Pleafure ; he adds, that it is, however, no 
ealy matter to xietermine, what he meant by die 
word Vobiftmnfnefs \ fuch is &e variety of Opi« 
nions amoi^ die Andents, about the Morals of 
tteit Pbilofophen He dterwar ds relates the 
judgments that have been pa&'d upon him, both 
by ius enemies and advocates ; and without m« 
vmg absolute credit to either, examines himtelf 
what can be molt rationally afierted upon that 
(iibjeft He docs not believe that Epicurus 
defign'd to introduce an auftere and infenfibfe 
Voluptoouiheis, confiding in the mortification of 
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1685. the fenfes: for he thinks that fuch a VoIiipUiouf- 
ne6 is mon rigid than the Virtue of the Stoicks ; 
and he cannot apprehend, that a Philofbpher, 
who did not believe the TmrnoHdlity of the Soul^ 
and knew no other felicity than that of this IVorld^ 
'would be willing to mortify his SenfeSy and chufe 
to diet upon Bread and Water ^ in order to attain 
the fupreme happinefs of Life^ I wonder^ adds 
he, they don*t fix the Voluptuoufnefs of fuch an 
Epicurus in Death -, for to cqnftder the mifery 
of his Life^ one would be apt to think that his fu- 
preme Gdod'mufi be Death. M, d e S t. E v r e- 
** o N D is of opinion, that Epicurus was a 
very wife Phihfopher^ whoy according to different 
times and occajions^ ioved Voluptuoufnefs in Repofe ; 
or Voluptuoufnefs in Motion : and that this difference 
of Voluptuoufnefs^ has occaftoifd the various repu- 
tation^ that Phihfopher has undergone. He- after- 
wards takes notice of the great changes which 
Age and Refleilion produce both in our opinions 
and humours; and concludes, *tis no wonder that 
in fo great a variety of views^ and paffions^ Epi- 
curus who has written more than any other 
Philofopher^ hath varioufly treated the fame fub^ 
jeSfy according as he has differently vieifd ity or 
been affelled with it. He is therefore of opinion 
that we ought to confider him differently, when 
in health and the vigour of youth, from what 
he was in ficknefs and old age. In the firft 
ftate, he enjoyed with oeconomy the moft lively 
and moft rapturous pleafures ; and when he 
became infirm and languid, he had no reliih 
but for the indolence and tranquillity of mind, 
in which the happinefs of old age confifls. 

M. DE St. Evri^mond addrefsM this 
Piece to Monfieur B e r n i e r. Some time after. 
Madam d b L'E n c l o s having defired to know 
of him, wheUier he was the Author of the Re- 
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fleSfions on the Bolfrine of Epicurus^ thst were i^t^, 
printed at Paris with his Name, he aflur'd her 
they were not bis. Tou wou*d knoWy lays he, 
whether I wrote thofe Rt&tQions upon the Doc- 
trine of Epicurus, which are fathered upon me. 
I might honour my felf with them : but as I dotft 
love to give my felf a merit which I harue no right 
tOj I will tell you ingenuoujly that they are not 
mine. I have a great difaSvantage in thofe little 
traits that are printed with my Name. Some of 
them are well writ^ which I dotft own^ hecaufe 
they doftt belong to me ; and among thofe which I 
have writ^ they have inferted a great many imper- 
tinent things^ which I don't take the trouble to 
difown. At my Age^ one hour of Life well im- 
proved, is of more moment to me^ than the concern 
of an indifferent Reputation. How hard it is for 
a man to divefl himfelf of Selfhve ! I quit it as 
an Author^ I refume it as a Pbilofopher^ finding 
a fecret pleafure in negle£ltng what others fi 
earnefily purfue, 

Thofe Reflexions upon the Doctrine ^Epi- 
curus, which you thought to be M.. dz St. 
Ev R E M o N D*s ', are M. S a r a s in's : you 
will find them in his New Works printed at Paris 
in 1674*. M. DE St. Evremond fent 
his Difcourfe upon Epicurus* s Morals to Madam d e 
L'Enclos; and Monfieur Bernier being 
lately dead, he addrefs'd it to that Lady^ under 
the Name of the Modern Leonfium. She defir'd 
to know of him likewife, what difpofitron his 
mind was in at that time ; whereupon he fent 
her the following Sonnet : 

The 

« 

' See the Hiftorical and Critical Di£^ionary in the ArtitU 
pf Epicurus l^ffii. (I.) 

^ Theft Reflexions are inferted among , the hefi Pieces af:l 

trihed to M. de St. Evremond, VcU III. fag, 179. 
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1685* 7%^ fijuteUJt mdments I a^oy^ 

Are whin go^d Books my thoughts employ i 
When I apply my felf to write^ 
^i flot my Buftnefs^ hut Delight, 

My t4»fie of Satyr is no mort^ 
Ani I malicious praifi give e^ V : 
But whm with truth I can commend^ 
•fii pleafafa then to pleafe a Friend. 

Far from France my life I lead^ 
Par from plenty y far from need ; 
IVitb my vulgar fate content ^ 
And the little Heav'n has lent. 

Virtue^ if nfd fow^r^ Icboojei 
Plea/urej if not wHd and hofe ; 
Ufe I love^ hut do not fly 
At Death^s approach^ not fear to Se. 

1686. Iq the year i686« the Ear) of S v n d b r^ 
LAND, proposed to Kii^ James to create fc4r 
M. D£ St. EvRKMONDaPlace ofSeer^aryi 
if the Cabinets whofe province fliould be td 
wrke the King^s private Letters to the foreign 
Princes. The King aj^Hov^d my Lord Svn^ 
o I & I. A K d's nu>don : but M. d £ St. Ev r z^ 
M o N D thought it did not become him to ac>* 
cept fuch an Office^ Howevel*, he told than 
prime Minifter, that he was very much obHg'd 
to him for his kindnefs i and delired him withal, 
to return the King his humble Thanks for th6 
honour he intended him : adding^ he fhould ac- 
count himfelf very happy to be able to fcrve hiaf 
Migefty -, but that a ma^ of his age ought to think 

i of 
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t>f nothing, but how to husband the little tkne z68^ 
he had to live, and to fpend it in eafe and tnn* 
tquillity. 

The Difcourfe he composed at that time, Om 
Retirement ', contains feveral Reflections f>n &e 
ordinary defe£ts of Old Men, an4 on the rea- 
fens thai ought to induce thena to k^ve the 
World. He obfenret, that of all Retireflnents, 
none were preferable to a MDnaftery, if tbire 
"Were alk>u^d ibe neceffary cotruefdences far the kody^ 
nnd a reafinahle Jatisfaltion for the ndnd. He 
wifhes there were euablifliM Sodeties, whither 
Gentlentea might retreat, after they hav^ done 
the JPublkk all die iervice they are able : and 
where they might reliflk both the joy of a pious. 
Solitude, and the innocent pleafuFe of a pofite 
and agreeable Conver&mo. ^ He telb us, that as 
M. F o u Qj; £ t's Prifon, the Marfhat d £ Cl b- 
It B Kf B A V T bad bis bead full of fkcb notums of 
Retirement ; adding, that as for mmlelf, ^^ altha 
^* he be perfuaded, that there are times, where- 
^ in *tis the higheft pitch of wifdpm for a man 
^ to retreat ; neverthelefs he trufls mudi more 
** to Nature than to Reafbn for his Retirement.** 
*fii by ber Impulfe^ continues he, that in tbe 
midji of tbe World I now retire from tbe World it 
felf I am Jiill in ity as to wbat ple^fes- mt v hit 
4m out of Uj, as to wbat im,o^moAe.s me. I dail% 
fieal away from trouhkfome a^uainianfies,^ a^ tire^ 
fme cmverjations : J daily feek a faoeet Intervour^ 
with my Friends J and place my ff^aifi^ delist m 
tbe delicacy of tbAr Comuerfatipn. J^er tbe rate 
I Uve^ ^tis nfiitbjer a full Sodety^ nor yfii a perfeEk 
Retirement, ^fts only an innocent ed^fnng of my 
felf to tbofe dfiigbts tifbicb beft agree toitb my in^ 
cUnations^ Vijgftfied witb Vice as, too frofs^ and of-^ 

I Vol II. f4g. $7^ 
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1686. fend^Jmtb the praStice <f Virtue as too fevere^ I 
-poffefs all tbofe harndefs pleafures that . are mofi 
fuitahle to the Repofe of my Old Age^ and affeS 
me only in proportion to the degree of the pleafurable 
fsnfihility I am Jiill capable of 

1687. The.Dutchds of.BouiLLOK being come 
over into England in the year 1687, to give a 
vifit to the Dutchefs of M a z a r i n^ her. Sifter, 
the celebrated M. de i.a Fontaine wrote 
her a very gallant witty Letter ; which, at her 
defire, M,deSt, Evrbmqnd anfwered for 
her : and. this was aduipwledged by a Letter of 
thanks from M. d e l a Fo m ta in e '. That 
illuftdous Author had gained (o great a Reputa* 
tion in England, that my Lady Harvey % 
the Duke of D e vg ij s « i re, the Lord M o n- 
T.A.G u E, and the Lord G b d o l p h i n, having, 
fome years after, been informed,., that his cir- 
cumftances were but indifferent at Paris ; they 
refolved to invite him to London % and engaged 
to fecure him an honourable Subfiftence : and 
^tis very likely he would have come over, had 
he «Qt. been hindered by the infirraides of old 
agij. -. 

The 

■ VcL 11. fag. 37^# O'c. 

* EUzaheth Montague, Widow of Sir Daniel Harvey, Am* 
haffador from King Charles II. to Conftantinofle, where he 
died. This Lady had a vaft deal of IVit, and a Genius for 
the mofi refined Politicks. She had a great hand in feveral 
Alterations in the Minifiry under Charles II. and contribuied 
more" than any hody^ towards the bringing over the 'Dutchefs of 
Mazarin to England^ with whom fife afterwards contracted a 
very great Intimacy. As fife went to Paris in 16834 A#. de Is 
Fontaine frequently had th$ hottour to fee her at the houfe of her 
Brother my Lord Montague^ the Bnglt/h AtnbaJfader $ and the 
was pleafed to give him thefubje5tfor the Fable of the Engfifh 
jFox. This Fable M. de la Tontalne infcribed to the Lady 
tiarvey^ She died in 1702* 

^ See the Utter from Madam dc PEmUs^ Vol. ll*fag. 425. 
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The next year, M. d e St, Evremond wrote t68$. 
a LeUer to Dr. le F eVr e, a famous London 
Phyfician, wherein he gave his Judzment on the fe- 
deral Accounts ofSiam by the Chevalier d b C h a u- 
M o N T, Father Ta chard, and the Abbot ok 
Choi SI*, and alfo on Confucius. By 
this Piece it appeani, that he had no great opi- 
nion, either of C o n f u c i u s, or of China : but 
he (peaks more particularly of that Country, 
in the Letter he wrote about the fame time to 
M, Ju STE L, upon occafion of the Difputc be- 
tween M. LiMBORCH and the Jew Or o- 

BIO*. 

You know. Sir, that in the year 1685, a Book 
intitled, "The Life i^ the Vtfcount dbTurenne^ 
waspuWiflied under the feign*d name of M. d u 
B u I s s o N, firft Captain, and Major of the Re- 
giment of V E R D E L I N *. The Houfe of Turen- 
ne was fo diflatisfied with it, that they refolved 
to pitch upon fome good Pen, to write the Life of 
that great Captain *. The Cardinal d e B o u i l- 
LON, who knew thatM. de St.Evremond 
had been well acquainted with M. d e T u r b n- 
NE, and doubted not but he had ftudied his 
Genius, defired he would furnifh him with 
fome Memoirs towards his Hiftory. M. de 
St. Evremond fent him a litde Pieccf * 

Vol. I. 1 where 

' ' Vl. IL p4ig^ 409* 

• Ibid. p. 405. 

3 5m Af r« fi4|^*^ R^ponft aia Qiie(tions d*un Prbvmcial^ 
Torn* I. pag. 224. 

^ The €h^€ fiU'Mpan ihi AU$t RMgiunef i h$t his work is 
n$f yet pttbUflf'd. Father le Lnsg in his Hiftori cal libtary of 
France, n. I3^{7, tM$ us that this Mitmtfcript Afiery ef M. 
^ Turenne is compoftd with a great deal of care and exzCt* 
ntCs from the Memoirs of his Family and by their Order^ fi 
that this Lift) njoiU in all prohMlityy he quite d^entfiem 
that he has given us of Oliver CromwelV <» VfkSek there 
eUmcfi as many Lyes smd Blunders as Periods. 
'.. « Vol III. pag. u 
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1688. where, in the firft place, he mentions by what 
fteps the Marefchal dbTurenne raifed him- 
felf to the Command of Armies. He ihews 
what particular efteem the Prince of C q n d e' 
had for him, and witK^at application he en- 
deavoured to improve hirafelf, not only by his 
adions, but alfo by his converfationi " I re- 
member, fajs be^ he ask'd him one day, bow 
be would manage the War in Flanders ? Make 
but few Sieges, anfwer^d the Marefcbal d e 
T u R E N N E, and give many Batdes. When 
you have once rendered your Army fuperior 
" to that of the Enemy, both by the number 
and goodnefe of the Troops 5 (which you have 
near done already by the Battle of Roaoi sf) 
when you arc once mafter of the open Coun- 
*' try, the Villages will be of as much fervicfc 
.*' as the fortified Towns : but naen rather place 
their honour in reducing a Fortrefs^ than in 
the means of making an eafy conqueft of a 
whole Province. If the King of Spain had 
laid out as much in forming Armies as it coft 
^^ him in men and money to make Sieges and 
" fortify Places, he would by this time, have 
" been the moft potent King in Europe/' M^ 
DE St. Evremond mentions fome of the Ma- 
refchal deTukenne's great Adions ; (hews 
.what important fervices he did the Court during 
the Civil Wars; and makes afterward fome 
reflections ,on his zeal for the welfare of the 
State, and the honour of his Country, on 
his improvement of the Military Difcipline, on 
his conduft in relation to Cardinal M a z a ri n» 
on lus Change of Religion, and, in the laft 
place, on the marks of efteem and gratitude 
with which the King honoured him, even af- 
ter his Death \ his Majefty having ordered 
him to be interred at St. Dennis^ among the 

Kings 
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Kings of France. M. de St. Evremond 1688,, 
acquaints us in that Piece, with a particular; 
which, perhapsi you will be glad to find here i 
which is, that the Marefchal deTurenne al- 
lowed Fortune little or no fhare in the Events of 
War, but was df opinion; that the Lofs of a 
Battle was ever to be afcribed to the ill Conduct 
of the Generlals. H^bdn a man hoaftSy faid he^ 
th(U be has been guilty of no errors in tVar^ he con- 
vinfes me that he has not been, long afoldier. He 
laid likewife, itliat he loft the Batdes of Mariendal 
^d Rhetel only for not ftridly purfuirig the 
Maxims of War. 

. M. DE St. Evremond revifed at that 
time, the Parallel between the Prince of Co uvef , 

and the Marefchal b e T u r e n n i ; which he 
had rough drawjt during his flay in Holland '. 
AFragmeiit of it wasinferted in th& Memoirs for 
the Life of the Prince ^ C o n d e* *, .and reprinted 
at Paris five years ago, in a CoUeftion of Mif-* 
cellanies, publiflied ilnder the naitie of; M. d 4 

St. Ev^REMOND, . '* : 

The Revolution which raifed die Prince of 1689. 
R A N c £ to ^he Thrdnd of Great Britain, was 
advantageous to.M. de St. Evremond; 
That Prince, had been very kind to him in Hol- 
land, and when he came to be King of Eng- 
land, gave him feveral fubftantial marks of \m 
Fayotif.; He often took him into his Parties of 
Pleafure, ,and loved to cohverfe mth him, and 
to hesur him talk of the grea( Captains that he 
had feen in France^ and of the military tranA- 
ai^ns to which he had been witnefs. 

M. DB St. Evremond tKought of no* 
thing, but ending his days in peace in England^ 

i 2 whed 



t III. pag. xtt 
* Th$f$ Memoir?, frmtti at ^Ugn» €r ratt&r ttt Amjleri 
44h, hn69i, *wtr$ written by M* U Btunt* 
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1689, when he received Letters from the Couni de 
Grammont, acquainting him that the King 
of France had declared, that he migbi return^ and 
Jhould he well received. His Majefty perceiving 
that a yi2X was breaking out between the two 
Nations, thought it would be dangerous for 
M. DE St, Evremond to ftay with a Peo- 
ple exafperated againft France : but his merit 
had acquired him the general efteem and good- 
will of the Englifti. The Count d e G r a m- 
M o N T congratulated him upon the favouraUe 
regard the King had for him, and defired 
him to haften his Return -, as did feveral other 
perfons of diftinftion : but they were vo-y much 
furprized, when they faw he had no mind to 
leave England. He anfwerM Count d e G r a m« 
MONT, that he had a deep fenfe of gratitude 
for the favour his Majefty intended him, and 
would have readily accepted it, were he in a 
condition to enjoy it ; but that the Infirmities 
almoft inieparable from old Age^ wou*d not per* 
mit him to undertake fuch a Journey, and to 
leave a Country where he lived very agreeably. 
At that time, fome Members of Ae Houfe of 
Commons, zealous Reformers, complained a- 
gainft the Dutchefs of M a z a r i n, and moved 
that (he might be fent out of England ; but no 
regard was had to their Remonftrances.The King 
pitying the unfortunate condition of that illuftri- 
ous Lady, took her into his proteftton, and al- 
lowed her a Penfion of two thoufand Pounds a 
year. *Tis true, that flie was reduced to very 
great extremity, being very deep in Debt, perfe- 
cuted by her Creditors, and no remedy left.- The 
I>uke of M A z A R I N, who fquander*d die im- 
menfe Eftate (he brought him, among a pack 
of Monks and Devotees, left her in want of 
^very tbing; For about fifteen years ihe had 

2 . received 



M. D B ST. E VR E M O N D. txxxitt 

rccciv'd nothing of the Penfion of 24000 1689. 
Livres, which he had engaged to pay her. The 
Bigotry of the Devotees fupplies tne place of all 
Virtue with them, and they think themfelveS 
excufed from ail manner of Obligations civil and 
natural. The Duke of Mazarin did not 
only deprive his Dutchefs of the enjoyment of 
what was due to her, but attempted to put it out 
of her power for ever to claim it. He entered 
an Aftion againft her for living feparately from 
him ; and demanded, that in cafe die refufed to 
return home, fhe might be declared to have 
forfeited all her right to Contra<5b. The 
Dutchefs remonflrated, that Jhe could not leave 
England without paying the Debts (he had con- 
Crafted here •, but the Duke of Mazarin had 
not fo nice a regard to juftice. He perfifled in . 
his Demands, and got her condemned by a 
Decree of the Grand Council. 

The Pleading wWch Monfieur E r a r d, the 
Duke of M a z A r I n's Council at Law, made 
againfl: her, was printed at Paris fome time af- 
ter the Trial of thatCaufe was over ; but did not 
come to the Dutche&*s hands till the year 
1696. She was fo enr^ed at the manner in 
which (he was treated in that Writing, that fhe 
iraufed an Anfwer to be made to it -, but ha- 
ving communicated the fame to M. de St. 
E V R E M o N D, he did not like it, and took up- 
on him to write one himfelf. He dcfigned to 
have inferred nothing perfonal againft the' Duke 
of M A z A R I N 5 but the Dutchefs oppofed it, 
fiying^ ^ ha^ viry well^ a tVtfa ought not to 
go from her Husband ; and therefore no wing but a 
lively reprefentation of his Injuftice and Folly could 
juJHfy her to the World. Nor would fhe fuffer 
Monfkor Erarb to be fpared, for havings 
gddcd fbe, tranfgrejfed the laws of truths g»od 
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l689« finfe^ and decencj^ in relation to her. M. d e St^ 
E V R E M o N d's Anfwcr to M. E r a r d*s Plead- 
ing, was publilhed in London in the year 1696, 
yrith this title : An Anfwer to the Pleading of M. 
H E it A R D, Advocate in the grand Council^ or ra^ 
ther to the Inve£liv€^ or Ubel^ which the Duke of 
M 4 z A ]| I N caufed to be printed againft his Lady 
the Dutchefs. There was a Preface written by 
Mr. John Dub OUR DiEu S containing aa 
Encomium on the Dutchefs oFMazarin ; 
but M. D£ St. Evremond thought it was 
too long, and abridged it * 

^692. The Pifpute which arofe in France about the 
Andents and the Moderns, was often the fubjedk 
matter of Converfation at the Dutchefs of M a- 
zarin'si: and becaufe M. de St. Evre- 
/M o N D generally took the part of the Moderns, 
and commended the beft French Authors, flie 
engaged him to write his Judgment on M a L- 

HERBE, VpiTU?,E, Sa^lASIN, BeNSE- 
RADE, CORNEILLE, RACINE, D E i- 

p R e A u X, and la Fontaine '% He alfb 
wrote about that time a copy of Verfes, wherein 
he maintains, that as to Philofophy, Wit, and 
Gallantry^ the Moderns excel the Andents *. 
X693. The Dutchefs oCMazarin failing fide ia 
1,693, M-DE St. Evremond wrote a Diar 
iogue in Verfe * between the Old Man^ that is, 
himfelf, and Death: which, as was very well ohr 
ferved % is ati imitation of the prologue of the 

Alcefies 

y A Mmffter 9/ the Trench Church im the Siutey^ vfhe m 
1705 fuilijhed ah Hiftorical DifTerta^oa upoinhe Thebeaa 
Legion \ plainly proving it to hefahuloHs* 

' Vol. III. pag.ij. 

\ Vol. 1I» pag. 417. 

^ Sic the Works of M. de St. Eyremoad mi fremh* 

* See the /aid Works in French. 

t Memoires pour THiftoire des Sciences tc des bcauc 
A«t$ V Janv. 1706. /4^. 30, 3 !• • ' •' ' 
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jilceftes in Euripides ; tbo it furpajfes its Original by 1693,. 
the Delicacy of the iurn^ and the nice fatyr that 
runs tbro^ it. The ^ejiion iSy whether any body 
will die for the But chefs of Mazakiy^} And this 
gives the Author occafion to mujier up all the 
Friends^ of both SexeSy of the illuftrious fick Lady ; 
that is to fayy almoji the whole Court of England. 
Their Characters are touched with a mafterly hand. 
Not long after, the Abbot de Chaulieu 
fent a Poem to the Dutchefs of M a z a r i n, 
and with it a Letter in Verfe % which contained 
a very delicate Encomium upon M. d e St. 
EvREMOND. That ingenious Abbot com- 
pared him to Ovid ; to which he anfwered 
thus : " There's no Comparifon but what's 
** injurious to you ; there's no advantageous 
** one, which I may claim with reafon. That 
** of Ovid does not fute with me. He was 
** the moft witty and the moft unfortunate man 
*' of his time : I am not like him, either as ta 
•< wit or misfortunes. He was exiled among 
^S Barbarians, where he made fine Verfes ; buD 
*• fo melancholy and doleful, that they raife as 
V great contempt for his weaknefe, as compaf- 
** fion for his difgrace. Where I am, I daily fee 
** the Dutchefe ofMAZARiN-, I live among 
** fociable people, who have a great deal of 
**' merit, and a great deal of wit. I make very 
** indifferent Verlcs ; but fogay, that they make 
my Humour to be envy'd^ while they make 
my Poetry be laugh'd aE I have too litde- 
^' Money ; but I love to be ia a Country where 
*' there's enough :- hefides, the ufe of it ends with 
** our Lives ; and the confideration of a greater 
**. evil, is a fort of remedy againft a leffer. Thus. 
*v^ 3W)u fee I have feveral Advantages over 

i 4 Ovid.. 

5 ^« ih% Trmfh Edition of M. ^St. Eyromnd's Woikft^ 
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1693. " Ovi D. 'Tis true he was more fortunate at 
" Rome with Julia, than I have been at Lon- 
" don with HoRTENSi a: but the favours of 
Julia were the occaGon of his misfortune, 
and the rigours of H .0 r t e n s 1 a do not 
*^ make a man of my age uneafy. 

1^95- M. deSt. EvREiifOND being included in 
the Tax the Parliannient had laid on Batchelors, 
tocJc occafion from thence to write a Copy of 
Vcrfes full of fire and gaiety *. 

1 096. ji^g Count D £ G R A M M o N T fell dangeroufly 
ill in the y.ear 1696 ; of which the King being in* 
formed, and knowing befides that he was in- 
clined to Libertinifm ; he was pleafed to fend 
the Marauis of D a n c e a u to fee liow he did, 
and to aovife him to think of God. Hereupon 
Count DE Grammoi^t turning towards his 
Wife, who had ever been a very devout Lady, 
told her, Countefs^ if you dotft look to it^ D a n- 
c E A u, will Juggle you out of my Conv^Jion. Ma- 
dam j[> E L*E Nc LOS having afterwards written 
toM. DB St* Evremond, that Count d b ' 
Grammont was recovered* and turned De- 
vout 'y I have learned^ anfwered he to her *, 
with a grec^t deal of pleafure^ that Count p b 
Grammont has recovered bis former Healthy 
(fnd acquired a new Devotion^ Hitherto I have 
been contented with being a plain bonefi man ; but I 
mufldofomethingmorey and I only wait for your 
example to become a Devotee. Tou live in a Country 
p)here people have wonderful advantages of faving 
their Souls, there Vice is almofi as oppoftte to the 
Mode^ as to Virtue j ftnning paffes for ilUbreeding^ 
(»nd fiocks Decency and good M^nners^ as much as 
Religion. Formerly it Wifs enough to be wicked^ 

now 

f fettht Works tf M.de St. Evnmni m Fnndk. 
t f^glt }^ fVt 4ih 4^jr 
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now one muji be a fcoundrel withal^ to be damrfd \So6. 
in France. Tbe^wbo bi^ve not regard enough for 
another 'Life^ are led to Salvation by the confidera- 
tiom-and duties of this. 

Jnthe year 1697, M. dje St. Evremond i%7. 
compofed a little Piece againft the Abbot R e- 
N A V D o T, on the fubjedt of the Hijlorical and 
Critical Diffionary. This Work was fo greedily 
bought up in France, that the Bookfellers of 
Paris refolved to reprint it, and applied to the 
Chancellor for a Licenfe. The Chancellor or* 
dered the Abbot RenaudoT to examine it, 
if there was nothing againft the Government, or 
againft the Roman Cathdick Religion. The 
Abbot, inftcad of complying with the demand, 
drew up a Memorial, in which he fet up for a 
Critick. It was printed in Holland, with the 
Xltle of. The Judgment of the Publick upon the 
Hijlorical and Critical Dictionary. But the Judg- 
ment of the Publick was very different from that 
of the Abbot Rpnaudot. The Critical 
piSHanary was received in England with univer- 
ial applaufe. The Dutchels of M a z a r i n was 
charmed with it M. d e S t. E v r e m o n d 
perufed it with fo much pleafure, that having 
read die Abbot Renaudo.t's Judgment^ he 
diverted himfelf with writing an An^er to it ', 
wherein he rallies the Abb6 with an infinite deal 
of wit. When the fecond Editbn of thatD/iJ?/- 
onary came Out, he long*d to fee it, and I fent 
it to him. The Reader will perceive by tha 
Letter he did me the honour to write to me 
at that time % how fond he was of that Work, 
and how much he valued its Author, 

I 

* V»l. III. fag, 41, 
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1697. I have already acquainted you. Sir, that iflt 
the year 1668, fome of M. de St. Ev re- 
gion d's Works had been printed in Paris> 
but fo full of faults, that he fcarce cpuld kno\i^ 
them to be his own. Neverthelefs, thofe Pieces 
were fo well received by the Publick, that Barbin, 
the Paris Bookfeller, ufed all poflSble means, to get 
more of them : he even added feveral Treatifes 
and Writings, in which M. e St. E v r e mo n q 
had not the leaft fhare, fome of which were 
befpoke on purpofe. A man of Letters go- 
ing one day to vifit an Author who wrote 
very politely, Barbin came up, and ap- 
plying himfelf to the Author, faid. For God^s 
fake make me fome more St. Evremond: 
you have alread^j made me fome^ which turned^ 
to accjpunf. 

As M. pe St. Evremond was not ve- 
ly fond of the merit of being an Author, he 
left his Works to chance, not caring how they 
fared. How disfigured foever they were by 
others, he never gave himfelf the trpuble to ad- 
vertife the Publick of it ' ; he contented himfelf 
with telling his Friends in. Converfation : he 
w'tfhed that none of his Writings had ever been 
fublifhed. The world wiould not fee in them^ add- 
ed, he, feveral faults of which, I am fenftble my 
felf and which I might have avoided : but wri- 
ting only for my felf or to pleafe my Friends y I did, 
f^ot affeSt nicety. However^ continued he, they 
ought to have printed thofe Pieces^ as I had iprit^ 
ihemy and have left no other but my own faults in 
them : but they hqve madefuch alterations, injbem^ 
that I am. an abfplute Jlrat^ger to my own, tf^orks. 
Thofe faults are infinite, and there are ipany 
places abfolutely unintelligible *. 

. A/id; 

' S:e^ what he writes to Madam defEnchty ahove^f* CXXV*, 
^ See this Life of M. de St. Evremond in French* 
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' And indeed, when we refledt oh the pro- 1697* 
digious numbelr of faults that had crept into 
thofe Writings of M. db St. Evrbmond^ 
we cannot but wonder how they came to be 
received with fo much ^pplaufe. This muft 
be owing to the number of fhining Beauties^ 
(till remaining in them, which iecur'd him 
from the Cemure of good Judges, and jufti^ 
fy'd him as to errors proceeding from xht 
ignorance of Printers or Tranfcriber^* Never;^ 
thelefs one very obfcure Author, thought fit to, 
afcribe them to M. de St, Evremq^id^ 
This Cenfor cou'd not be ignorant that M. d b 
St. Evremond had no concern in the 
Impreffion of the Works publilhed in his 
Name, and that fcvcral Pieces were added to 
,them, which were not his. Why muft he be an- 
fwerable for the faults of others ? But Authors 
who write for bread, give themfelves all manner 
of liberty. This Cenfor intended at firft, only- 
to publifli RefteSlions upon the various Styles and 
Methods of frriting ; which was the Title of his 
Book. But he thought it wou'd turn more to 
his account, to make it pals for a Criticifm upon 
M IKE St. Ev remind, and headjuftedit 
to that Gharafter. It was pubtfli'd in 1698 with 1698. 
the Title of, a Differtation on the Mtfcellaneous 
Works of M. de Si. Evremond^ &c. The Authoj:' 
dilguifed himfclf under the Jf am.e of D u m o n t : 
but his real Name was Cotolendi, a 
Native of Provence, and he is the fame 
who in 1694 publifh'd a Volume of infipid 
Jefts, under the Tide of Arlequimana \ It is 
thought that Mr. Er a r d, being nettled by M. 

DE St. 

» Stt the^ jidvirtifment frefix'd to the Theatre Italicn of 
Qherardi ; and the Kouvelles de la* Republique des Lettres 
for February 170^, fag. ioB. .' • '♦»-»'..' 
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1698, DE St, EvRtMOND's Attfwer to his Plead- 
ing againft the Dutchefs of M a z a r i k, had a 
Iharc in that Criticifm *. 

M. C o t o L B N D I owns in his Preface, that 
the Worki of M. dk St. ErkiMOND had 
the approbation of the Publick. Never was 
Authof^ fays he, fo happy \ Uis fifty years^ and 
prhaps more tha^ bis fVorks have been admir^d^ 
and n& body has yet percei^tfd that mofi of the things 
be fayi ar4 not underftoody and the Publick has a 
fort of traditional refpeSt for bim^ which makes 
them look upon the leaji ef bis Fragments as myfte- 
ries^ which people ddore injilence without prefuming 
to dive into. 

He does not doubt, but the Readers will be 
prejudiced at flrft againft his Criticifm : but ht 
hopes that if it be es^min'd with Candor, the 
prejudice will wear ofF. ** The very Tide, yijj 
*• be^ is enough at firft fight to arm a multitude 
" of M. DE St. Evrbmond's admirers a- 
gainft rile : and as in reading it, (if they will 
be at fo much pains), they will have an inve- 
terate and almofi invincible prejudice, they 
" will find infinite abfurdities in my Remarks ; 
but if it is pofllble to read them to the end, 
to examine with their own eyes the dear ex^ 
preflions which I have fubftituted in the room 
** •f M. DE St. Evremond's obfcure 
** phrafes, if they manifeftly fee that he con* 
** tradifts himfelf in^ very many places, that he 
** does not underftand feveral things that he 
" mehtiOns, and that he is deceived even in the 
^' more common articles, I defire them for 
" their own honour, to return from their preju* 

•• dice, 

' Set the HiAoric;^ and Critical Dlfttonar^ 0t th^ jfrmk 
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** dice, and to be on their guard againft his 1698. 
** fniartnefs and vivacity. 

After all> he owns,' that ibe RefteSfiom which 
be bas attempted cannot do any harm to the great 
Refutation of M^ de St. Evremond. J 
am^ fays he, an unknown man^ without any other 
capacity than what I have aequir^d from the ill 
digefted reading of fome Booky and confequently my 
thoughts upon his Works are of no importance. 
The Publick was of the fame mind. 

Mr. DE Bauval, who had that Book 
tranfmitted to him, deferred giving an account 
of it in his Journal % till he was fure that M. d e 
St. Evremond wou*d not take it amils. 
He wrote therefore to Dr. Silvestre ; 
and let him know, at the feme time, that 
fome body at Paris was writing an Anfwer to 
that Criticifin. M. de St. Evremond 
dcfired Dr. Silvestre to returft Mr. b e 
B A u v A L thanks for his civility. / have 
not yet perufed^ adds he, the Criticifm of what 
people call My Works. Several of thofe little 
Pieces are^ indeed^ of my own Writings hut a far. 
griater number are not ; and in thofe that are 
really fo^ it is hard to believe how many things 
have either been addedy or left out. I am not apz 
prehenftve of that Criticifm : for it is either jt(/ij 
and if foy I fhali fnend ; or it is ill-grounded^ and 
in that cafcy I fhall be fatisfied with the Author^ s 
being in the wrong. JVhat I am afraid of^ is the 
Apology you mention. M. de Bauval hav- 
ing Friends and Correfpondents every wbere^ and 
bis merit having gaitfa him a great interefi with 
all Men of LetterSy he will infinitely oblige me 
in preventing the printing of that zealous Apology. 



Some 



\ Hiftoire des Oayrages des Savans* 
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i6q8. Some time after. Dr. Silvestre fent that 
pretended Criticifm to M. de St. Evre- 
MOKD, who pafs'd the following Judgqient 
upon it : 

*' I fend you^ back, faid be^ the Criticifn^ pn 
** my Works : I have perufed it with ati^ntion^ 
^^ and, after all, am at a lois whether I ought 
** to complain of, or thank its Author; To gb 
** about, as he fays, to undeceive people, who 
** for fifty years have been impofed upon by my 
** Writings, is to fhew a zeal for the Publick 
*' which is not very obligmg to me : but, at the 
*' fame time, 'tis haaking me a fort of Conjurer ; 
*^ and perhaps there may be more merit in thus 
" deceiving the I^ubliqk for fo many years, than 
** in undeceiving them. 

The ftrels of this Criticifm chiefly confifls 
in taking notice of my intricate ExprefEons : 
and I might take his Cenfure for a good piece 
*^ of advice ; fince it concerns me^tp have mjj 
Thoughts underflood. Pll give him Counfel 
for Counfel : not to make his Thoughts fb 
clear •, for they are too eafily feen thro% 
Comnion things make us regret the time w& 
bellow on perufing them: whereas delicate 
*• Thoughts give a nice Reader a fatisfadtion^ 
both in his own Judgment arid Tafle^ 

I own, I contradift my felf fometimes. I 

^* commend Conflancy in a Lady whom I be- 

^' lieve to have ah affedtion for me : and I ad- 

** vife her to be fickle^ who has a kindnefs for 

*' another Lover. I am neither of the fame hu-. 

** mour, nor the fame opinion at fixty years of 

Age, as. I was at thirty ; or at fourfcore, as I 

was at fixty. Another Cohtradiftion this ! . 

After all, I find in that Criticifm feveral 

things juftly cenfured ; many Digreffions, on 

*^ dccafion of what he fays, on what he rehearfes 

** out 
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^' out of the Biftiop ofMeaux, the Bifhop of 1698. 
** Nifmes, M. Despreavx, Father Bou- 
'.* Hours, and other Moderns. I cannot deny 
** he writes well : but his Zeal for Religion and 
^^ good Morals exceeds all -, and I fhould gain 
" lefs by exchanging my Style, than my Con- 
*' fcience ^ith his; 

" ! have a great; value for his eiaftoefs in 
*• Criticifm. He makes it his bufincls to cenfure 
" even Treatifes, that are none of mine ; and 
^* Faults in fuch as are, • that I never committed; 
" *Tis true, he fonletimes gives me too much 
^"^ Praife : fo that all things confider'd, the Fa- 
*' vour he (hews me, exceieds the feverity of his 
*' Genfure ': and I may fincerely aver, that I en- 
*' terrain more gratitude for his mildncis, than 
** refentment for his rigour. He may already 
*' have the fatisfa6Hon to fee how I improve by 
*' his leflbns of Chriftianity, Authors never for- 
** give ; no, not the Philofophers, nor even the 
*^ Saints : yet as ignorant^ as profane as I am, I 
** not only forgive M. D u m o n t, but take hb 
" Criticjfm kindly;: libould not think my felf 
" fo far. obliged to one that fhould write my 
" Apology : for I hate indifcreet Zeal, and am 
" more.ready to difown- what might be faid to 
" my priaife,. than to tny difcrcdit.*' 



* 

That Apology was puWiftied at Paris fix 
months after the Criticifm, with this Title : An 
Apology for the Works of M. de St. Evremond^ 
jwitb his Encomium and PiSiure^ and aDifcourfe on 
CriticifmSj &c. M. BoverdeRuvibr£, an/ 
Advocate, was the Author of this Piece, which 
M. DE St. Evremond having pcrufed, he 
gave his Judgment upon it in thefe words : / 
^ke, fays he, very well the Difcourfe on Crici- 
cifms. ^he Author writes well: hut I a7n a 
$ . Jtranger 
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i6q8, ft^^^f^ ^^ ^y filfif^ the PiSiure be makis of me. 
Had he flattered me kfs^ he woUld not have fo dif 
figured me. I am however^ ver^ much ohU^d to 
bim^ for his zeal and care. I could free my felf 
from any engagement of gratitude^ by faying^ that 
he wrote in behalf of another perfon. 

The Dutchels of Mazarin ufed to fpend 
the fine Seaibn at Chelfey, a Village on the 
Thames three Miles from London, which was 
at that time the Rendezvous of thofe Perfons 
that paid their court to her. M^ d « S t. E- 
VREMOND was Very affiduous in his Vifits. 
There they enjoyed the innocent Diverfions of 

1699. the Country. But in 1699, an end was put 
to all thofe Pieafures. Madam M a z a r i n 
fell fick in the beginning of Jone that Year, 
and dy'd the twenty fecond of the fame 
Month, aged about fifty three. She preferved 
her Beauty to the laft. Time, whidi confumes 
every thing, bad a refpe6t for her Charms. I 
fliall not give her Encomium hcre^ M. d e St. 
EvREMOND having done it in an hundred 
places. You defire. Sir, to know what Thoughts 
Ihe entertained of Religion at the point of Death ; 
and I am to tell you, that ihe retained to the 
laft the fame Sentiments which M. b e S t. E- 
v R £M o N D aicribes to her in one of his. Let-^ 
ters above mention'd '. 

M. D£ St. Evrrmond fuftaihM an irre- 
parable lofs by her death. The Converfation 
of fo accompUfli'd a Lady was every thing to 
him : it made him forget his Diigrace, and fur- 
niih'd him with a thoufand agreeable Amufe- 
ments. Her Houfe was become his, and to lofe 
the ufe of it, was to be reduced to a fecond Ba- 
nifliment, more infupportablc than the firft. 

The 

* Stifag. cxv>cxYt. 
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The Dutchefs had always a very great efteem 16994 
and regard for him. She fcolded at hitri fon^- 
thnes ; for her temper was fomewhat fickle and 
capricious ; but thefe fallieS were of nd confe-* 
quence. She cou*d no more live without his Con* 
verfation, than he could live without her. Af- 
ter all, ihe had not a more faithful firm Friend 
upon earth ; and tliis mutual attachment laft- 
ed five and twenty years. He was fo touched 
with her Death, that for a long time he could 
not fpeak of her without exprefling his forrow. 
He has lamented her in fome Stanzas ', where- 
in he has pamted her uncommon merit. 

His Friends in France renew'd .upon this oc- 
cafion their foUicitations to him to return. They 
thought the Death of this Lady had broke 
the ties which bound him fo fall to England, 
and that he would be very glad to come and 
live with his old Friends, and to forfake thofe 
Places which only fed his forrow. But he de- 
fir'd them to confider, that a Man of his Years 
could hardly change Climates without impair- ♦ 
ing his Conftitution ; that therefore he did not 
think fit to leave a Country, where he was 
pretty well in health, and had ftill many Friends, 
to tranfplant himfelf, as it were, into a new 
World ; and after all, that his Circumftances 
were fuch, as wou'd not permit him to leave 
England. Ton could not^ faid he to the Marquis 
DE Canaples, afterwards Duke de Le^- 
D I G u I £ R E s, pu could Hot gtvc fTte better 
proofs of pur Friendjhip^ than upon this occafton^ 
when I want the tendernefs of my Ftiendsy and 
the fortitude of my own mind to Jupport me. If 
I were hut thirty Tears of Age^ it would he dif- 
ficult for me to retrieve fucb a charming Convert 

Vol. L k fation j 

^ Sh tb€ Wotks of M. de St Eyremond m Frtnch* 
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1699. f^ition ; andy old as I am^ it is altogether impj/ibk^ 
Tours J my Lord^ and that of fome Perfons who are 
Jiill concerrfd for me^ would indeed he a great re^ 
lief to me at Paris •, and IJhouldgo over andfeek 
it without delay ^ if the Infirmities of extreme Old 
Age were not a great ohjiacle to it. BeJideSy 
what Jhould I do at Paris ; but either hide my 
felf or appear with various horrors about me ; 
often ftcky always infirm and crazy ? It might 
be faid of me, what Madam de Cornuel 
faid of a certain Lady^ I fhould be glad to know 
the Church-yard where fhe goes to renew 
her Skeleton \ Thefe are good reafons for me 
not to leave England. The ftrongeft is, that the 
fmall Efiate I have, could not crofs the Sea with 
me ; for it would be impojjible for me to draw it 
from hence. ^Tts true it's next to nothing ; but then 
ifs upon that nothing I live. The Dutchefs of 
M A z A R I N ow^d me once eight hundred Pounds 
fterlingy of which Jhe died four hundred Guineas 
in my debt. Indeed, fhe difpofd of what I had 
more than my felf. The extremities to which fie 
was reduced, are not to be conceited. However^ 
Pd freely give all I have left, fo that Jhe Were ft ill 
dive. Tou lofe in her one of your beft Friends, and 
you carlt imagine bow much Jhe is regretted, both 
by private Perfons, and the Publick. She bad 
fucb an indifference for Life, that there's reafon 
to believe Jhe was not forry to part with it. Uhe 
Englijh, who excel all other Nations in the point 
of dying, ought to look upon her with ereoy. 

I came to England about that time, and hav- 
ing the honour to converfe often with M. d e 
St. Evremond, I follicited him feveral 

times 

' Thit Lady, who had naturdUy a pali meagn C9Hni$' 
nance, afptar*d fimetimis with 4 frejb Uv$ly nd Omffk^ 
xion, ^c^ 
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times to publifh his Works : but he always de- 1699. 
dined it ; and I was afterwards informed, that 
his Friends could never prevail with him to do 
it. He told me himfelf, that the Marquis d b 
S A I s s A c had offered him three hundred Gui- 
neas, if he would give them to him with a fliort 
Preface, in which he fhouldown them to be 
genuine. Monlieur de Barillon, the 
French Ambaflador, would have given him a 
hundred Pounds for the fingle Corned'^ of the 
Opercfs. Several other attempts were made up- 
on him of the fame nature, but all in vain. 
The Sieur B a r b i n defired him to fend him 
his Pidure, with his laft Writings, and to mark 
the Pieces which were his, in the Volumes pub- 
lifhed under his name : to which he returned the 
following Anfwer : 

*^ I am very much obliged to you, Sir, for 
^' your good opinion of the trifles that have 
dropped from my pen, which people are fo 
kind as to call my Works. If I was of an 
** age in which my imagination could furnilh 
** me with fuch ; whatever they might be, I 
** fhould not fail to fend them to you : the 
•* beauty of the Impreflion would recommend 
«^ them. But the little genius I once had, is fo 
worn out, that I find it very hard to make any 
ufe of it, even for things that are neceffery to 
life. It is not for me now to mind my plea- 
furc and diverfion \ my only concern is, to 
•* live. 

*' You defire I would inform you what be- 
•' long$ t<f me in the fmall Pieces which have 
*' been printed under my name. There is 
** fcarce any of them in which I have not the 
•• beft ihare ; but I find them either quite al- 
^ tered or enlarged. The ji^eat Bells of St. 

k 2 " Ger- 
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1 699. *' Germain des Prez^ which L u i g i admired % 
*« do by no means belong to mc. This is the 
" firft Addition I can think of. The Charms of 
** Friend/hip ; the long Letter of Confolation to a 
** Ladj ; the Reflexions on the Do£irine of £pf- 
" curus ; the Eloquence of PetromuSj and fome 
** others which I do not remember, do not 
" belong to me in the leaft. 

*' If I were young and handfome, I fhoutd not 
** be ill pleafed to fee my Pidhire at the begin- 
*' ning of a Book : but it would be making a 
*' fcurvy prefent to the Reader, to give him an 
" old and ugly Portraiture of a man of eighty 
*' five years of age. 

*' My Eyes fail me ; I can neither read nor 
" write, but with much pain. You will excufe 
" me that I cannot give you a more exaA ac- 
" count of that which you inquire of me,** 



1 700. Neverthclefs, in 1 700, the Sieur 6 a r b i n 
publiflied a Volume intitled, new Mifcellaneous 
fVbrks of M. de Saint-Evremont % to which the 
Abbot Racuenet wrote a Preface vx the 
name of the Bookfeller. But what was proper- 
ly M. D E S T. E V R E-M o N d's, made but one 
third of the Volume ; the reft ferving only to 
fwell it out, which was Barbin's praftice. 
However, by that means he has recovered feve- 
ral Pieces of which M. de St. Evremond 
had no Copy, and which would have been loft. 

At that time, M. Cotolendi publiflied a 
Book under the tide of Saint-Evremoniana^ 
which he affirms in the Preface to be a ColleSlion 

of 

' This nmfenfe had hitn fotfied int$ /Jh Refle&ions apoa 
the Opera's .* Luigi was tranfported to hear for the firft ttme 
the great Bells of St. Germain des Prez. 

' Nouvelles Oeuvres mefl^ei de MooCeur de St« Evre^ 
mont. / 
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of federal things which fome perfons remembered to 1 700* 
have been formerly faid ^y M. d e S t. E v «. e- 
M o N D 9 and that the RefieSlions which are found 
in it were^ or might be bis Sentiments. But this 
was a grofs forgery and impofition upon the 
Publick. M CoTOLENDi is not the only 
man that has palmed his Produftions upon the 
world under the name of M. d e S t. E v r b- 
MOND. For in 1701 the Abbot Pic pub- 1701. 
lifhed a Book intitled, a New Colle£lion of fever al 
Pieces of M. de Saint Evremontj not yet pub- 
lifhed •. But in the whole Volume, there was 
none of M, db St. Evremond's Pieces but 
one, and even that was maimed and disfigured. 
In 1696 there likewife came out a Romance 
very well writ, with this title s Memoirs of the 
Life of Count * * * before his Retirement. 
Containing fever al Adventures that may ferve for 
the InftruSlion of thofe who are to live among per- 
Jons of quality. Digejied by M. de Saint Evre- 
mont *. Thefe Memoirs were writ by the 
Abbot dbVilliers, fo well known by fe- 
veral Works which have had the approbation of 
the Publick K 

Thus have the Hackney- Writers, or fuch as 
had not a mind to be known, fe^c their Wri- 
tings abroad under the name o^ M. d e St. E- 
v R E M o N D. They took ad«^antage of the aver- 
fion he had to the publiliing of his genuine 

K 3 Works 

* NottVeait RecueP d'Omrrages de Monfieur de Saint Evre- 
mont, qui n'ont p«s encore ^t^ publiez. A Paris chez j^niffon. 

• Memoires ^"c la Vie du Comte de * * * avant fa Retraite* 
Contenant4£nrerres Avantures qui peuvcnt fervir d*inftrudion 
a ceux qui ont a vivre dam le grand monde. Redigez par 
Monfieur de Saint Evremont. 4 Vol. in la^. Theft Memoirs 
ka'ue been fuhUfflt*d in EngUfi under tht titU 9f Female 
Falfhood, f3^c. 

3 I hav gtven a Urgir Mcccunt cfthefi fuffojititums Writhgt 
in thi Life of M. de Stt Evremond, in French. 
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1 70 1. Works. His Friends, as I have already Taid^ 
could never perfuade him to it. However, he 
made no fcruple to mark thofe Pieces which were 
falfly afcribed to him. He was pleafed to grant 
me the fame favour; but in my Copy he not on- 
ly diftinguiflied the Works pretended to be his, 
but alfo took the trouble to make feveral Cor- 
redtions in thofe which were genuine. He al- 
fo corrected fome, which I had in Manu- 
fcript. He even explained feveral Paflages re- 
lating to circumftances that were not known to 
me. 

About this time, M. de laMotte, who 
is no lefs diftinguifh'd by his Learning, than by 
his Friendfhip and officious Zeal for Learned 
Men % wrote to me from Amfterdam, that the 
Bookfeller ■ who had printed feveral Editions 
of the Mifcellaneous Works of M. de St. Evre- 
mondy was about printing ^ new one, from 
a Copy in which M. d e St. Evremond 
had marked the Pieces he difownU I anfwer*d 
M. delaMotte, I thought I could procure 
a more exafl: Copy than that : whereupon the 

'1702. Bookfdler defired me to communicate it to him, 
which I did fome time after. I had put together, 
and in fome wder, all the Pieces that had been 
publifh'd under ft^e name of M. d e S t. E v r e- 
MOND, and which ^vere really his. I had cor- 
refted them by my Copy, revifed by himfelf 5 
added to them fome Pieces not yet publiflied ; 
and illuftrated fome Pafrage:>with Notes, that I 
had from him. 

This, Sir, fince you defire to Vnow it, was 
the nature of that Copy. In this 1 had two 
things in view : firft, to coUeft the genuine 

Works 



M. DE ST. E V R E M O N D. cli 

Works of M. DE St. EvREMOND in one 1702. 
Volume ; and, fecondly, to engage M. d e St. 
EvREMOND to publifli an Edition of them 
himfelf. In order to that, I acquainted him with 
what I had made bold to do without his privity ; 
and the Copy I had fent to Holland not being 
yet put to the Prels, I reprefented to him, that 
it were much better to publifti all his Works to- 
gether, as he had compofed them, than to fufFer 
a part of them to be reprinted, as defeftive as it 
ftill would be in that new Impreffion. He, at 
firft, feemed averfe to it : but fome time after, 
he alter'd his mind, and was pleafed to commit 1 703. 
the care of that Edition to me. He told me 
likewife, he would mark what was Jit to he printed^ 
and what not : for he was not for printing every 
thing he had written. Hereupon I wrote to the 
Amfterdam Bookfeller to forbear printing the 
Copy I had fent him ; becaufe, altho it was in- 
finitely better than what had till then been pub- 
liihed, yet as M. de St. Evremond had 
at length determined to publifli his Works, it 
would be better to ftay till that Edition came 
out *. Mean time I tranfcribed his Manufcripts, 
and communicated to him the copies I made of 
them. I defired him to revife once more the 
Pieces that had been printed, of which he had 
loft the Originals. When we read them together,^ 
I took care to get fuch proper Names reftored, 
as were either fiipprefled, or marked by one 
fingle initial Letter. I informed my felf of the 
time and occafion on which each Piece had been 
written, and of the allufions to paflages not 
;enerally known, or to particular circum- 
:ances, £s?r. His advanced Age and Infirmities 

k 4 giving 

' Se$ thi Nouvelles de la Republique def LettreSy fir thg 
"^ntb rf Augufl I'jo/^. fag, U I. 
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1703. giving me reafon to apprehend that he had not 
long to live, I made all poflible hafte : and we 
had gone thro* the revifing of his Works, a 
few fmall Pieces excepted, when I was obliged 
to go and pafs two or three months in the 
Country. 

In the mean while M. deSt. Evremond, 
who was troubled with a Strangury, found him- 
felf, on the fudden, very much weakned, thro* 
frequent want of reft, occafioned by his Diftem- 
)er ; and his Stomach failed him. Hereupon, 
le often expreflcd a defire to fee me ; and, even 
charged Dr. l e F eV r e to write to me to come 
to him afibon as poflible : but his Letter, having 
been long on the Road, came too late ; and, at 
the fame time, I received a fecond, with the me- 
lancholy news, that M. de St. Evremond 
died the 9th of September, 1703 -, having made 
a Will whereby he difpofed of his fmall Eftate 
to his Servants, the Poor \ and fome of his 
Friends, amongft whom he did me the honour to 
rank me. He did not mention his Manufcripts 
in his Will ; but fome hours before his Death, 
M. L E F E'v R E asking him how he would have 
them dilpofcd of, he named Dr, Sylvestre, 
and they were delivered to him by order of the 
Earl of G A I, L w A V, hi^ Executor. 

He 

r 

* The IVtll, ^vhich is datid th$ z^h of Afiguft 170 j, 
begins thus : I the Undcnvrittcn Charles db St. Denis ie 
GuAST, Lord of St. Evremond, of the Parifh of St. James's 
Veftminfter, being in found mind« memory, and under- 
ftandi^, and being willing to difpofe of fuch Goods as I iliall 
be poflefs*d of at my Death : In the firft place, I implore 
God Almighty's Mercy, and furrender my Soul into his 
lands. I leave to the Executor of this my laft Will the 
care of burying my Body, without Pomp, in inch manner as 
he iliall think moft fitting. I bequeath to the poor French 
Refiffiecs the Sum of twenty Pounds SterUng. I alfo be- 
queath to the poor Roman Catholicks, or of any other Re;; 
ligioD^ the like Sum of twenty Pounds Sterling, &€. 
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He was ninety Years, five Months, and 
twenty Days old when he dy'd. He had or- 
dered by his Will, that he fliou'd be bury'd 
without Pomp, which was comply'd with : but 
the place chofe for his Burial was the Abbey or 
Collegiate Church of Weftminfter ; famous for 
the Tombs of the Kings of England, and of 
great numbers of perfons diftingui(h*d by their 
Birth, Learning, or Wit, He is interred in the 
Nave of the Church, near the Cloyfter, juft 
by Casaubon, Camden, Barrow and 
the famous Englilh Poets Chaucer, Spen- 
ser, Cowley, &c. His Bullo is placed 
over his Epitaph, which is engraven on a white 
Marble-Stone, zffnCd to the Wall over-againft 
the ^lace where his Body lies. I fend you here- 
with a Draught of it. 

He pireferv'd to the very laft a lively imagi- 
nation, a folid judgment, and a happy memory. 
The great and acute pains which he felt during 
his ficknefe, never difturb'd his tranquillity ; he 
bore them with a courage and conftancy, that 
may be envy'd by Philofophers of the firil rate. 

The following is the true Pourtraiture of M. 
DE St. Evremond. . 
J M. DE St, Evremond had blue, lively, 
and fparkling Eyes, a large Fore-head, thick 
Eye-Brows, a handfome Mouth and a fneering 
fmile, an agreeable and ingenious Phyfiognomy. 
Twenty years before his Death, a Wen grew 
between nis eye-brows, which in time, encrea- 
fed to a confiderable bignefs. He once defign*d 
to have it cut off: but as it was no ways trouble- 
fome to hihi, and he little regarded that kind of 
deformity. Dr. L e F e'v r e advifed him to let 
it alone, left fuch an operation Ihould be at- 
tended with dangerous fymptoms in a man of 

bis 
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his Age. He would often make merry with 
himfelf on account of his Wen, his great Leather- 
Cap, and Grey-hair which he chofe to wear rather 
than a Periwig. 

His Behaviour was civil and engaging, his 
Converfation lively and pleafant, his Repartees 
quick and happy. We find very few that know 
how to read well. M. de St. Evremond 
told me pne day that he had not known three 
in his whole life that could read juftly. He 
had this art in perfection ; and what is altogether 
as uncommon, he had a very happy way of tel- 
ling a ftory. 

He had a ftrong inclination to Satyr. The 
Ridicule he obferVd in Mankind made him 
merry, and he lov'd to expofe it by fine preg- 
nant Raillery, or by an ingenious Irony. The 
Encomia he gives in his Works, muft not always 
be taken literally -, for fometimes they arc 
ftrokes of Satyr. The Dutchefs of M a z a- 
R I N was very well apprized of it ; and fhe 
ufed to call him by way of banter the old Satyr. 
But he grew more indulgent towards the lat- 
ter end of his Life ; rather chufing, as he inti- 
mates himfelf, to tell obliging Truths, than to 
give malicious Praife J. 

He always Ipoke of his Difgrace with fuch 
firmnels and refolution, as became a Gentleman. 
Whatever ftrong defire he had to fee again 
his own Country, he never begg*d leave to 
return home, in a mean and cringing man- 
ner. 

His Humour was ever gay and merry ; which 
was fo far from declining towards the latter end 
of his Life, that it feem'd rather to gather frefh 
ftrength 5 of which you will find inftances in the 

Works 

* ^f' f^^ Sonnet 4^0w /ii;. cxxYiV 
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Works he wrote about that time. He was ex- 
treme fond of the company of young people s 
and delighted to hear the ftories of their adven- 
tures ; his mind being agreeably entertain'd with 
the idea of fudi divcrfions, as he was not able 
to enjoy. 

Akho he did not pretend to over-rigid Morals, 
yet he had all the qualities of a man of honour. 
He was juft, generous and grateful ; and full of 
goodneis and humanity. 

As for his Religion, concerning which you 
defirc to be informed, I muft acquaint you, that 
he ever profels'd the Romilh, in which he was 
bom. Neverthelefs you affure me, that he was 
reprefented to you as Libertine or Free-thinker, 
chiefly becaufe during hi^ laft ficknefs, he refufed 
to admit any Priefts tp come to him : but as 
you defire me, at the fame time, not to write 
any thing about a matter of fo great impor- 
tance, but what I my felf knew, I have already 
anfwercd you, by acquainting you that I was at 
that time In the Country. As for his ordinary 
Converlation, I can fafely affirm to you, that 
he never let fall any loofe or licentious expreffion 
againft Religion ; and that he cou'd not bear 
that any body fhould droll upon it ; which, 
{aid he, bare Decency, and the regard due to 
one's Fellow-Citizens, will never fuffer. 

We fee by his Writings that he had Learning : 
but his Learning was polite, and fuitable to a 
perfon of his profeflion and quality. 

The Hiftory of Men of Learning, and their 
Works pleafed him very much, and fometimes 
he made them the fubjeft of his Converfation. 
The famous Romance of the Rofe being men- 
tioned one day at his Lodgings, a Gentle- 
map who happened to be 'there affirmed that 
A B E L A R D was the Author of iu He had 

read 
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read this in the Abbot de Belmont's Ef^ 
fa^s of Literature^ who, that he might have the 
honour of critiafing you, ventured to fay that 
Fauchet always afcrib d it to Abelard^ and that 
this too is the fentiment of la Croix du Maine ^. 
I fliew'd that it had ever been afcribed to 
William of LoRRis, and John Clopi- 
N E L, firnamed d e M e u n. Some days after, 
M. D E St. Evr £ mon d defired to fee the 
proofs at large of what I advanc'd *, whereupon I 
lent him extradls from Bou chet, la Croix 
duMaine, Fauchet, and Pasqjjier. 
I have taken the liberty to eaufe this Letter to 
be printed among the Works of M. d e S t. 
EvremondS to undeceive them who father 
that Romance upon A b e l a r d. 

M, DE St. Evremond was a paffionatc 
Lover of Mufick ; and having fome Ikill in the 
Compofition, he fet the IdylleSj Prologues^ and 
other Pieces, which were fung at the Dutchefs 
of M A z A R I n*s ♦ : tho as to Symphonies, he 
left that part to be performed by the Sieur Pa i- 
s I B L £, or fome other able Mufician. 

Moft Authors being felf-conceitcd and fond 
of th^ir Produftions, either never confult any 
body, or impatiendy bear the Criticifms of their 
Friends. M. de St. Evremond heard 
with pleafure the Objedlions rais'd againft his 
Compofures ; defired his Criticks to help him 
to fomething better than what they difapproved ; 
and never failed mending a fault, when he 
thought another man had hit better than him- 
felf. 

In 

* See Eflkis de Lictecature, by the Ahhi Trignuf di BiU 
mm, fir the Month of May 1703, /. 301. HoUf E49iim. 

* Vol. III. pag* 79. 
^ Ibid. p. 80. 

^ $ee the Works of M. de St, Evremond in Frmb; 
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In order to compleat M. de St. Ev re- 
mo n d*s Charafter, I will add here that which 
he made for himfelf in the Year 1696, and 
fent to the Count de Grammont, tc^e- 
iher with that Lord's Epitaph, who had been 
dangeroufly ill, but was then perfeftly recovered 
" After having read, fays he^ the Epitaph 
" on the Count de Grammont, if you 
^ have the curiofity to know him that made it, 
I will give you his Charader. 

He is a Philofopher equally remote from 
Superftition and Impiety : a Voluptuary, who 
*' has no lefs averfion for Debauchery, than in- 
** clination for Pleafure ; one, who never felt 
*' the preflure of Indigence, who was never ac- 
*^ quainted with Plenty. He lives in a Condi- 
•* tion, delpis'd by thole who have every thing, 
*' en^ed by thofe who have nothmg, reliflied 
** by thofe who make their Reafon the founda- 
** tion of their Happinefs. When he was 
*' young, he hated Profufenefs ; being perfua- 
*' ded that Wealth is neceflary for the Conve* 
** niences of a long Life : now he is old, he can 
*' hardly endure Thriftinefe ; being of opinion, 
*' that Want is little to be dreaded, when a 
*' man has but little time left to be mifcrable. 
He is well pleafed with Nature, and does not 
complain of Fortune. He hates Vice, is in- 
dulgent to Frailties, and laments Misfortunes* 
He fearches not after the failings of Men 
with deiign to expofe them, he only finds 
** out their Ridicule for his own diverfion : he 
•* has a fecret pleafure in perceiving this him- 
*' ielf, he would have yet a greater in difcover- 
" ing it to others, were he not checked by 
]5! Difcretion. 

« Life, 



C€ 






^Iviii THE LIFE OF 

" Life, in his opinion, is too fliort to read 
" all forts of Books, and to burden one's Mc- 
** mory with a multitude of things at the ex- 
** pence of one's Judgment : he does not ap- 
ply himfelf to the moft learned Writings, in 
order to acquire Knowledge ; but the moft 
rational, to fortify his Re^n. Sometimes 
*' he choofes the moft delicate, to render his 
*' own tafte fo ; fometimes the moft agreea- 
" ble, to give die fame turn to his own Ge- 
*' nius. 

" It remdns, that I defcribe him fuch as he 
is in Friendfhip and in Religion. In Friend- 
fliip, he is more conftant than a Philqfopher ; 
and more fmcere than a young Man oJF good- 
nature without experience. As to Religion, 
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Juftice and Charity fupply the place 
Of rigid Penance, and a formal face. 
His Piety, without inflifted pdns. 
Flows eafy, and Aufterity difdains. 
God only is the objeft of his care, 
Whofe goodnefs leaves no ruom f^r black 
*' deipair : 
*' Within the bofom of kind Providence, 
*' He places his repofe, his Wife, and furc 
." defence/* 

After having given you M. de St. Evre- 
M o N d's Charafter, you exped, no doubt Sir, 
that I fliould give you fome account of his 
Works. But it will not become me to praife 
them to you, who know the merit of 'em as 
well as any man upon earth. I have no need 
to make any Apology for them : they have 
been in poifefllon of the efteem and approbation 

of 
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of the Publick forty years, and let the Publick 
juftify their own tafte and opinion. 

It has been objefted that his Expreffions 
were obfcure and perplexing ; and that Objeftion 
was grounded on the firft Impreffions of his 
Works, where indeed there are feveral places 
obfcure, and even unintelligible : but thofe were 
not his Works. Neverthelefs, it may be faid, 
that they are not within the reach of all capa- 
cities : penetration and good tafte are necef&ry 
to underftand them well. 

It is faid his Style does not flow very natural, 
but that 'tis too much laboured and forc'd, and 
that there are too many Antithefes in it. 'Tis 
true that to fome Paflages he might have given 
a much more eafy, natural turn : he own*d it 
himfelf ; but he was not willing to be a flave 
to the fcrupulous Rules of the Grammarians. 
He was fenfible that a Style too much polilh'd 
and fil'd enervates a Difcourle, and renders it 
too dry and uniform. He exprels'd a great 
deal in a very few Words, and that mafculine 
dofe Style always feems to be more harih and 
ftifF than one that is more diffufe an4 irregular. 
However, 'tis certain that his Style is pure and 
corredl, and that he was well acquainted with all 
the beauties of Language. His Thoughts were 
noble, and fo were his Exprelfions. He never 
left a Subjedl till he had fearch'd to the bottom 
of it : he view'd it in every light, -and com- 
pared each Quality with its oppofitc, which na- 
turally produc*d the Antithefes that are objefted 
to him. But Contrafts of this nature do not 
fuit with every Subjeft, for they muft arife 
from it. M. D E S T. E V R E M o N D knew the 
ufe of 'em well, and diid not affe£t 'em. 

Good 
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Good Judges are of opinion that his Poetiy 
does not come up to the beauty of his Profe : 
his Verfes, fay they, want both turn and har- 
mony, fire and vivacity. Yet there are feve- 
ral Pieces among his Poems, which are not in- 
ferior to the beft performances of our moft ce* 
lebrated Poets ; and where the poedck fire 
^ves a new luftre to the beauty of the thoughts. 
But he did not always judge of his Poetry as 
the Publick did, and thought that the feverity 
of Rules for the French Verfification had been 
ftrain'd too high. Nor could he endure that the 
Thought fliould be facrificed to Rhyme ; and the 
energy of exprefiion to a fine cadence of words. 
** I own, fa'js a learned and judicious Critick\ 
" that there are in M. de St. Evre- 
" mond's Poetry, fome Ej^reflions that fa- 
** vour of Profe ; but I fee no reaibn why wc 
fhould not be allow'd to ufe them in French, 
in that kind of irregular Verfes, when H o- 
RACE took the fame liberty in Latin in his 
Satyrs, which he calPd Sermones^ or Difcour- 
fes, intimating that he defign*d to write in 
the Style commonly ufed in G)nver£ition ; 
and even in his Epiflles. As for infipid, 
mean, and falfe Thoughts, or a fi-igid Style, 
•* thefe indeed deferve no favour." One Ihall 
find in M. de St. Ev re mond's Verfes, 
the fame delicacy of Thought and ftrength of 
Expreifion, whidi are obfervable in his Profe. 
We might difcover in them ti thoufand ingeni- 
ous Turns of Wit and Satyr, if we had known 
the Perfons that are the Subjedl of them. 

I fhall infift no longer upon this head, but 
proceed to the Edition of his Works. 

M. 

' Bibliotheque CboiCe, rm, IX. fag. nz, 335. 
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M. D E S T. E V R E M o N d's Manufcripts hav- 
ing been delivered into the hands of Doftor 
SiLVESTRE, he thought himfelf thereby en- 
gag*d to publifh them, with the Pieces already- 
printed : but as he knew what I had already 
done towards that defign, and as he wanted fe- 
veral Papers that I had by me, as well as the 
Correftions and Explanations which M. d e St. 
EvREMOND gave me himfelf ; he applied to 
my Lord G a l l w a y, who defirM me to join 
with him in giving a compleat Edition of M. 
BE St. Evremond's Works: to which I 
the more readily confented, becaufe I had the 
jidvantage of knowing Dr. Silvestre. 

M. DE St. Evremond had loft feveral 
of his Compofitions. He told me, that before 
he came out of France, he had lent the Ma- 
refchal de Turenne two Volumes of Ma- 
nufcripts, which he could never recover. When 
he went to Holland in itCCgj he left his Papers 
in the cuftody of his good Friend Mr. Wa l- 
L £ r : but upon his return, he found that moft 
of them were loft, during the Plague thit ra^ 
ged in London; and amongft the reft, above 
feven Chapters of the RefleSions on the diffe- 
rent Genius of the Roman People^ which could 
never be recovered '. He thought he had loft 
likewife feveral Pieces, which were found fince 

Vol.1. 1 his 

V Scfn$ thm aft if th$ f tinting of th Jlrfl criginal Edition 
of M. do St. Evrtmond^s Works, I dofired Mr* WdUr^s Son 
to look atnongfi his PaUrs for fomt of if. do St, Evromond*s 
fjomf options : andy iofidos fomo Pitas that had alroady 
toon frintod^ ht found fart of tho Reflexions on the di^ 
ferent Genius ot the Roman People, written with M* d$^ 
St. Evromond^s own hand^ and tontaiimg tho Vlllth Chap* 
tor^ mmodiatoly proeodmg thofi that aro loft, and in whick 
dro fovoral EifioSlions that affoar hetwoen CrotchifSn in tfii 
P^Hfi. T(ffi^flatio»p Y^t* Ii fag. \oi^ and' io^« 
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his Death, in the hands of fome of his Friends. 
The Duke of St. Albans was pleas'd to 
communicate to us two Manufcript Volumes 
he had from the Dutchefs of Mazarint. 
My Lord Godolphin did us alfo the fa- 
vour to lend us a Manufcript Volume given him 
by M. deSt. Evremond. Dr. LEFE- 
v r e gave us feveral Pieces that were found 
among Madam M a z a ri n*s Papers : and we 
have bought three written Volumes from the 
Widow of M. D E St. E v r e m o n d*s Ama- 
nuerifis. Thus, we had feveral Pieces which he 
wanted hinifelf ; and fometimes four Copies of 
the .ferpe Piece. We carefully collated them 
together; and always preferred the Copies he 
had revis'd to the other -, and his laft, to for- 
nier Correftions.' However, we did riot think 
it proper to publilh all the Pieces we had 
.ftnd fliould have fupprels'd many more, had 
it not been for reafbns I fhall mention here- 
affer. . ' . ' ^ ' ^ 

:We have placed each Piece according to the 
order * of time in which it was written : which 
Method has lb many advantages, thp.t 'tis mat^ 
ter of wonder it has not been foUow-d by all 
Editors. For, the Works that have been writ- 
ten about the fame time, being thus contiguous, 
are, as it were, a Comment to one another. Be- 
(ides as fome of them may relate to things that are 
no longer in being, the Readers would be at a lofs, 
did they npr kriow the period of time in which 
they were written. ' In fhort, fuch a Chronolo- 
gical Order gives us a Tcind of Hiftory of the 
Author's Lite, Humour, Sentiments, and Style, 
' I own 'tis pretty difficult to obferve fuch a Me- 
.th6d, when the feveral Pieces' bear no date ; 
and while I was writing thefe Memoirs, I took 
^ fjptice my felf that Thad been guilty' of fome 

ipniftakes: 
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miftakes : and you will here find, that I havG 
alter'd the pofidpn of fome of the Pieces. 

We have expldn'd by Notes a vaft niumbsi' 
of Paffages; which could not otherwife have 
been underftood. No. body,* Sir, is more feri- 
fible than, your felf of the neceflity of comment- 
ing thus upon fuch ingenious Compofitions^ 
where there .are, turn*, of Raillei'y. and Satyn 
They abound . with AUufions and Charafters^ 
of which one muft have fome idea, in order to 
read them with pleafure, and to difcover the beau* . 
ties of 'em. Such, for inftance, as were not ac- • 
quainted with the Humour and Genius of M o^ 
R I N, the famous Gamefter, and who never fa^ 
him play at the Dutchefs of M a z A r i n's, can-* 
not be affedbed with what M. db S t. EvRlt*' 
M o n d has faid of him : they will lofe the fineft ' 
and mod delicate part of it, or it will appear cold 
and infipid to them. But thofe who knew him ^ 
are charm'd with the natural Charafter he has 
given of him, and the ingenious manner in which 
he banters him. We have endeavoured to give 
the Reader this fatisfaftion in the Notes "* 

Thefe Explanations were fometimes abfolutqiy 
neceflary, to lead the Reader into M. d b S t*- 
E V R E M o N p*s Thoughts : of which here ia 
. an inftance. M. d e S t. E v r e m o k d begina 
one of his Letters to Madanv d e l' E n c I/ o a» 
in this manner : Tour, Itfe^ my Deareji^ has been- 
too illuftrious not to continue the fame to the lofts 
Let not the Duke dE laRochefouc a u>l t** 
Hell affright jou ! it was a Jludied Hell, con^ 
trived only for a Maxim \ . Speak therefore 
hldly the word Love; and let not that of 

12 Old 

* Su th$ VTorks of iL it St. Evremond in frineb* 

* The Dtike di tk Kochrfoueadt is the Author ef a very nf^ 
imieiis B00kp intUhd M^ims ^ Mor^ Refleftionit 



clxiv THE LIFE OF 

Old Woman ever come out of your mouths ^Tis 
no eafy matter to apprehend the meining of 
the Duke de la Rochefoucaulfs Hell ; which hav- 
ing obliged me to afl^ it of M. d e S t. E v r e- 
MOND, he informed me, that the Duke de 
,L A Roc H EF o ucA uL T talking one day with. 
Madam de l*Enclos, told her by way of 
banter, that Old Age is the Hell of Women. This 
Explanation fully clears the Paflage before quo- 
ted : and yet fee what a fenfe has been put up* 
on it in a fort of Journal printed at Paris two 
years ago. The Author having mentioned the 
Death of M. de St. Evremond, and gi- 
ven an Encomium of his Works, fpeaks of his 
Religion in this manner. " The Cenfure, fajs 
" he ', he has undergone as to his fentiments 
** about Religion, appears not to be altogether 
•' ill grounded : if one unhappily falls on Ibme 
•' Places in his Works, or fome of his Letters, 
" one Ihall find that his Belief fometimes va- 
*' ries, as to fundamental Points ; but after all, 
** thofe are Letters of Humour. What has 
been publifli'd of his, wherein he feems to 
doubt the Immortality of the Soul, dropp'd 
*' from him in the courfe of his Paffions, and 
*' in the enjoyment of Pleafures : a man fpeaks 
*' then of things as he wiflies them to be in rea- 
lity : 'tis with this Indulgence we ought to 
explain the Letter he wrote to Madam d e 
L* E N c L o s, arid which begins with thefe 
** words, that have made fo much noife : Let 
not the Duke de la Rochefoucaulfs Hell affright 
joUy Madam: *Tts a Jludied Hell. When 
he wrote this Letter, he was of fuch an Age, 
** and in fuch a courfe of Pleafures, that his 

" Ex- 
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** Expreffions ought to be confidered as the re- 
*' fult of the Vivacity and Gaiety of a Gentle- 
*' man too much wedded to the World, rather 
" than as the Sentiments of a corrupt Heart. 

What's certain, is, that for one Paf&ge in 

his Works that may bring the purity of his 
** Sentiments into queftion, there are a thoufand 
** others, which convince us that his Heart was 
*' very found, and moft fubmiffive to the Pre- 
** cepts of Chriftianity." 

Now for want of knowing wherein M. d e 
LA RocHEFOuc ault's Jeft lay, the whole 
Beauty of that Pafl%e was loft, and M. d e S t. 
EvREMOND was made to fay what he ne- 
ver meant. There are feveral other PafEi- 
ges in his Works which needed a Comment, 
and I took all opportunities to get an explana-r 
tion of them ; but the Author's unexpefted 
Death has left many things obfcure which will 
never be underftood. Dr. Le Fe'vrb, who 
for the ipace of forty years was acquainted with 
M. DE St. Evremond, has furftifh'd us 
with the Explanation of feveral Paflages ; and 
Dr. SiLVBSTRE has clear'd up others. Tho 
the end of thcfe Notes is to illuftrate M. d e' 
St. Evremond*s Works, yet I have taken 
occalion to interiperfe fome curious Particulars 
which are not to be met with elfcwhere. I 
could eafily have fwell'd them, if I had been in* 
clin'd to make a pompous dilplay of my Learn- 
ing : but I remembered the judicious Satyr of 
Cerv A NT ES ", and it were to be wilh'd that 
all our Commentators would improve by it. 

Thus having given you the Plan we have 
purfucd in the Edition of M. de St. Evre-^ 

mond*s 
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mond*5 Worksy nothing remains for me, bue 
to anfwer an Objedtion that has been made 
to us concerning fome of the Pieces, we have 
publiftied ^ M. D B St. E vr emon d> 'tis^ 
laid, composed feveral little Pieces, which 
ought to laft no longer than the . Mirth or.Oc-* 
cafion that produced them ; thofe Pieces cannot • 
bear an Impreflion : why was this Edition fwell'd * 
with them ? Had it not been better to have ♦ 
chofen out thofe in which the Publick is really 
concerned, and fuchas are moft worthy of Im- 
mortality ? . ,....';' 

6ut methinks they who. make thi^.OjDJeflion 
do not fufBciendy enter : into the .Nature of 
Works of this kind, nor confider .the Profit- 
that may be reaped by them. ..> Thofe fmall 
Pieces or M. deSt. EvREMONDi Ihew^him * 
to us in his natural drefs, without ftudy and 
without preparation. They difcover to us his 
Friends of both Sexes, aiid give us a lively repre- 
fentation of the Amufements with which he enli- 
vened the Melancholy and Uneafinefi infeparable 
from old Age" . 'Tis a view, . in fliort, of what 
pafles in converfing with the World : and if the 
Antients had left us fuch Writings, with what 
pleafure fhould we not have read them ? * . . 

I own,- neverthelels, that independently of> 
all thefe Confiderations,- we ♦were .engaged to 
publifti them. . Af. de St. :'.Evremorid* s IVorh 
having been printed here by Subfcription, fe- 
veral Perfons of Quality defired, 'that fuch 
Pieces as relate eitfier to the . Dutchefe of 
Mazarin, or other Perfons of their ac- 
quaintance, fhould be publiihed : and we could 

noc 
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not deny them that fatisfadion. Nay, fome 
take it amifs that we have not printed more 
of them : fo hard b it to pleafe every body ! 

T fliall think my felf happy, if die Revifal 
I have made of tliefe Memoirs fatisfies your 
Curiofity. I mtreat yoii. Sir, to look upon it 
as a mark of the Refpeft and Devotion with 
which I have the honour to be. Your, t^c. 



ttnden, fft V^ «/ 
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VoL L in tbe Life tf M» de Si. Evrmond, pi cxxxiy. in the 
Notes^ l« }. thefe Words, tlainly frtnmig it to U fahuhus, 
fliou*d be in Roman.* p. cl. l.i(7« delethe reference SkRttMem 
p.clti. L15. for SvLVESTkEy r. SijivEST rs^ Inthe 
iForki pk^u m theiliFote) -k i. for XM. ii.th$ M^xtm^ ti, That 
», the Maxim. Vol. IL p. 279* L u for idaUter, r. Idolater* 
p. 3£7» i)^^ Lettef^to Count de Grammont, flioa'd have been 
placed p. 1^0. after the Letter re Count d*Olonne, p. 42$* L I7« 
for to he afoolijh, r. to he afeol ) or radier thus : to doatg but 
to have fo littk time left fir it. ^ 

A particidar care has been taken to make this Edition cor- 
ted): ; and if there be any more Errors of the Prefs^ 'ris^ hoped 
thejr don^t "mterrupt the fenfe, and th» cotreftion may be 
eauly made by the Reader, 
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Works 

OF Monsieur 
DE ST. fiVREMOND. 

^e ^ukff of L O N G U E V I L L E*i 
Retreat to his Government of Nor^ 
9nandf \ 

THE Duke ofLoNOUEviLLE eri- 
tring the Old Palace, the firft per- 
foh he met with was Monfieur 
DE St. Luc ', who had been fent 
from St, Germains to the Marquis of 
Hectot*, to etideavour to bring him back to 
the Court-Incereft. He faid to him, with a joyful . 
countenance : S t. L u c, 'Tis not IcKg ago ftnce I 
Vol. I. A hat^ 

M. ii St. Evrtmeni -wrott thii mttniout Sat'ir, to ridicule 
mofl tf thi GtntUmtn af NtrmaaJy, ■aihv had declared again/I 
the CBurl, Stt tht Life of M. tie St. Evremond, undtr tht 
Ttar IS4J. 

He had bun th* KingU Lieuttnant-Girural in Qmtnii. un- 
der tht Dhie ef Efermrt. 

* Sw to tht Marjuii tf BmWMi 



2 THEWORKSOF 

hated you heartily •, and /, my Lord, replied S t. 
Luc, hate you no lefs now^ than you did me at that 
time. If I had not been impofed upon^ you would not 
have been here ; and if you had not been firfi impofd 
upon^ I fhould not have been fuffet^d to be here. 

This fliort Converfation being over, the Duke 
of LoNGUE viLLE fliew*d 'an inclination to go 
to the Parliament, which met in order to confider 
whether they ought to admit him. Some trf his 
friends opposed it, alledgtng. That he thereby ex- 
pofed himfelf, and the whole fortune of his Party : 
whereupon they caus'd fome perfons to go to the 
top of a high Tower, in order to obferve the 
countenance of the people ^ and upon . their re- 
port, that they heard Huzza^s on all fides^ Sic 
Duke went out immediately, attended with thofe 
that had followed him, and repaired to the Palace, 
being received every where widi repeated acclama- 
tions. ' » . . ' ^ 

He furprized the Gentlem"fen of the Parliament, 
who did not expeft fo fudden an advehture •, 
and having taken his feat, he Ipoke to ^ them in 
thefe words : Having ever had a great refpeit and 
affection for you^ I am come hither:^ notwithjianding the 
hazard to which a man of my quality may expofe him- 
felf to offer you my life and fortune for your prefer-- 
vation, I know ^ that mofi Governors do not follow this 
method -, and that after they have got from you all the 
fervice they can in peaceable times^ they abandon you 
as foon as they fee you in danger. For my own part^ 
as I have a thoufatid obligations to you^ fo I dejign to 
take this opportunity to acknowledge them : and, both 
as a Cover nor J and as one fenftbly obliged to you, I 
come to do you cdl the fervice that lies in my power^ 
in Jo perillous a conjunSfure. 

The firft Prefident ♦ returning no Anfwer to 

this 

* M. Faticm d$ Ris, defctnMfnm 49 inUhfrn FtmU/. 
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diis Speech, but rather fhewing, by his melancholy 
looks, how much he was concerned at the Duke's 
prefence, all the other gentlemen gave him de- 
monilrations of joy^ whidi were animated by the 
mouth of a Counfellor of the Great Chamber, ea- 
rned D u M E SN I L-Co s T e, who made him this 
fine compliment : " Moft gracious Prince, The 
•' fame difference that is between the Wolf and the 
'' Shepherd, is found, on this occafion, between 
" Count DE Harcourt and your Highnefs. 
" Count PE Harcourt .is come, whether as 
a Wolf, or as a Lion, yet ftill as a ravenous 
beaft, to devour us. We would not open our 
** doors to him, left we ihould receive an enemy 
•' into our bowels ; and all the favour we have 
*' fhewn him, was to fuffer him to go round our 
** walls ; which he has done, cafting upon us an 
eye iparkling with wrath, tanquam Leo rugiens; 
as for you, great Prince, you are come like a 
true Shepherd, to fecure your whole Flock j 
bonus paftor ponit animam pro ovibus fuis. There's 
no doubt but you'll do the fame ; alque ideoj 
My Lord, we commit to you the guard of 
this City, and the fafety of the whole Province : 
'tis your part to watch for our prefervation, 
** and ours to fecond your care with all the at 
** fiftance that fliall lie in our power." 

This Speech being ended, the Duke of L o n o u e- 
V I L L E rofe J and having faluted every particular 
Member with his ufual affability, he went out of 
the Palace, accompanied by his friends, and fol- 
lowed by the populace, with their repeated accla- 
mations. 

The Gentlemen of the Parliament, reflefling on 
the joy the Citizens had Ihewn at the fight of 
their Governor, began to be apprehenfive of an 
abfolute flavery ; to prevent which misfortune, 
they refblv^d to make their own terms wich him. 

A 2 But 
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But whether the Duke of Lonoueville fbre- 
faw their intention ; or elfe in order to fettle a per- 
feft confidence with them, he thought fitting to pre- 
vent them, and affure them^ that they Ihould ever 
have the difpofal of all. He told thcm^ " That 
," the aSairs in qucftion, did properly conCerii the 
" Parliament, and not himfclf ; that he neither 
defign'd, nor ought to have anyt>ther employ- 
ment, than that of leading an Army for the 
welfare of the State, and -their particular fer- 
vice : that all the levies fhould be made by 
their orders ; that they themfelvcs fhould ap- 
point Comnliflioners $ out of their own body, 
both for the receit and payment of the Mo- 
" ney j and, in (hort, that* as they were prin- 
*^ cipally concerned in the fuccefe of this affair^ 
" it was but reafonable they fhould be privy to all 
'' the Councils." 

Thofe Gentlemen returned him thanks for the 
honout he did them ; afTur'd him they would 
make as many Ordinances as he fhould defire, with- 
out examining any thing ; that, being the Kings 
Guardians, they would, at his pleafure, difpofe of 
their Pupil's Eflate ; and that they would run aH 
hazards to ferve him, provided he would fupprefs 
the Long- Vacation *, and reftore the AfTembly to 
their ancient Privileges. The Firfl Prefident, and 
Advocate-General, finding themfelves unable to 
ferve the King, went to Sr. Germains to give him 
an account of it. 

In the mean time, the Duke of Lo n ou b vi l l e, 
having fecur'd the People and Parliament, bent all 
his thoughts on the raifing of forces. But ha- 
ving yet no funds, he refolVd, however, to dif^ 
pofe of Employments, in order to entertain every 

body 

^ The French fap Scmeftrc, *whkh fign}fies a Commlttu of 
the Parliamenf, that fits during the Long-Vacation. 
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body with hopes ; and began to prepare for the 
eftablifliment of ait Army, which was then but ima- 
ginary. The nioft eminent Perfons being affem- 
bled, " he returned them thanks for the ardour 
•^ they ftiew'd in his fervice : adding. That for 
*^ his o.wn part, he would ever acknowledge the 
^* affeftion of thofe who foUow'd his fortune ; 
^' and that he was ready to entruft them with the 
*♦ mod important Employments, till he. could have 
*^ a proper opportunity to gratify them with more 
^' fubftantial favours/* 

At thefe fine words, thofe illuftrious perfons 
made profound bows. A moment after, nothing 
wa^ heard hut compliments, which infenHbly ad- 
vanc*d to aflurances of fidelity, and proteftations 
of their readinels to ipill the laft drop of their 
blood. This was attended with feveral fine 
Speeches on the prefent ftate of affairs ; and fome 
of them, animated with zeal for their party, 
offer'd this niaterial advice : IVbj^ faid they, do 
not we ftrike the, iron whiljl Uis hot ? Tou have^ 
niy Lordj abundance of Nobility and Gentry with you ; ' 
and great numbers of young men in the City : Tou 
may make up a body of Gentlemen ; a body of their 
Vafets-de-Cbambre^ to whom you may join the Cinquan- 
taine \ and the Archers j two great battalions of the 
moft fubftantial Burghers ; and with thefe trmp go 
iind furprize the King at Ss. Germains. TeSy an- 
fwer*<i the Puke ofLoNcuEviLLE, this may be^ 
advifeable : but it being our chief enter prize^ we muft 
be careful to take right meafures to carry it on : 
we Jhall debate it in the firft Council. In the mean 
time^ to avoid confufion^ which ufually rtnns all Par^ 
tieSj we muft difpofe of E^mphym^tSy that ev£ry one 
may know hispoft. 

A 3 Vari- 

*, jf pitrticular Troop of thf Archtrh or.Chy'Milifia^, 
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Varic ARViLLE, fo highly reQ)efted by the 
Free-thinkers, would accept of no employment : ha- 
ving learnt of his Rabbi, that in order to underftand 
the Old Teftament perfeftly well, a man muft ap- 
ply himfelf to nothing elfe, and even reduce him- 
felf to an Herb-diet % to keep his head free from 
all grofs vapours. Neverthelefe, the averfion he 
had againft the Favourites, not permitting ,him to 
be idle on fuch occafions, he defired to be Super- 
intendant in civil matters, and to fettle all things ac- 
cording to the Prince of O r a n o e's Memoirs : but 
as ill luck would have it, he had left behind him, 
at Paris, a Manufcript of Count Ma u r ic e, which 
might have been of great ufe to him for the Ar- 
tillery and Provifions ; which,' in all probability, 
was the reafon, that there was neither ammunition 
nor bread in that Army. 

S A int-Ib AL put in for the honour of bringing 
the Enemy into France : but he was anfwer*d, that 
the Generals of Paris referv'd it to themielves. 
He then defir*d a full-power to treat with the 
Poles, Tartars and Mufcovites, and the fole ma- 
nagement of chimerical projefts \ which was granted 
him. 

Count D E Fie sQu E, fruitful in military chime- 
ra's, befides the poft of Lieutenant-General, which 
he had at Paris, obtained a particular commiflion 
for the beating up of Quarters, and other rafh and 
fudden exploits, which may be refolv*d upon whilft 
one is finging an air of l a Ba rr e •, or dancing 
a minuet. 

The Marquis deBeuvron wa$ made a Lieute- 
nant-General, on condition that he fhould remain 
in the Old P^2ice ; that pla^e, and the govern- 
ment, 

• FarlcarvHU had v)ith hm 4 Jiwijh R(^ki^ wh fi^9f4 
kim to fat nothing but Herbs. 

• 4 f^mm Mi^cf^fi of fhofi dayh 
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ment, being both of fo great importance, that too 
much care could not be beftow'd on their pre- 
fcrvation. 

The Marquis de Matignon, ever illuftrious 
by his vanity, and now famous for the memorable 
fiege of Vallogne, commanded the Troops of Co- 
tantin, faying. He had a mind to have the little 
Army under him, and be as independent on the 
Duke of LoNGUEviLLE, as General Wal- 
STEIN was on the Emperor. 

The Marquis de Hectot defir'd the Com- 
mand of the Horfe, which was granted him, be- 
caufe he was better mounted than the reft •, he was 
about the fame age with Monfieur de Nemours, 
when he commanded the Cavalry in Flanders ; and 
had an embroidered coat exadly like his. 

AusoNviLLE was pitched upon to be Governor 
of Rouen, as a man civilly skill'd in war, and as 
able to make military Harangues to the People, as 
Pl£Ssis-Besan(on. The Governor was made 
Major-General, that he might not obey others ; and 
the Major-General, Governor, that he might not 
be oblig'd to quit the city ; for, 'twas one of his 
maxims, I'hat be ^ ought not to go out^ upon any ac* 
count wbatfoever ; and he alledg'd the example of 
feveral confiderable Towns, that had been loft thro' 
the abfence of their Governors. 

H A N E R I E and C a u m e n i l defied to be made 
Major-Generals : H a n e r i e, becaufe he had been 
like to be made Enfign to the King's Genfdarmes ; 
and Caumenil, becaufe he was within an ace of 
being made Colonel of Monfieur's ^ Regiment, 

B o u c A u L E could not pretend that he ever faw 
an Armjr ; but he alledg'd, that he had been a 
hunter all his life-time, and that Hunting being a 

A 4 ficiurc 

« Th* Dnki of Orksns. 
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Pitlure of War^ according to Machiavel"% 
forty years fpent in Hunting were, at leaft, equi- 
valent to twenty Campaigns ; wherefore he defir^d 
to be made a Major-General, which was done ac- 
cordingly. 

Flavacourt faid, That to he a good Cap- 
tain, a man muft have feen Armies routed, as well 
as viftorious ; as B a r r i e r e " had read m the 
Duke of R o H A N*« Book ' " : which being laid down 
as a maxim, he pretended that no man could con- 
tend with him for the advantage of his own Ex- 
perience, every body ftill reittembring the dif- 
order he was in, when D' E s t a u g e s was taken 
prifoner '*>. 

' They had a mind to bellow the Command of 
the Ordnance on St. Evremond j and to fpeak 
the truth, as he ftood aflFefted for St Germains 1% 
he could have wifti'd to ferve the Court, by accept- 
ing a confiderable employment, in wTiich he had 
no manner of skill. But having promised Count 
PE Har COURT not to ferve at all, he kept his 
^ord with him •, both out of a priricipk of ho- 
nour, and not to be like the Normans, moft of 
whom had broke their promife. Upon thefe con- 
fideradons, he gcheroufly refusM the money that 

was 

*^ Queft^ pr^ttic^, q vero. qiaeftaparticolare coznitioQe \di 
fitl ty de* Paefi) s'acquifta piu mediante le Caccie, che per verun.^ 
altro efTercito. Perp gli Antichi Scrittori dicono che quelU 
H^rof, che governarono nel loro tempo 11 Mondo, fi nutrirono 
nelle Selve & nelle Caccie : Perche la Caccie, oltre a qaefta 
cognkione, U infegna infinice cofe che (bno nella Ouerra necei^ 

£)rie Quefto fi dice per moftrare, come le Caccie, fecondo 

che Senophonte appruova^ fono una Imagine della Guerra. 
Nic. Machiavelli, Difcorfi Jufra la fritha. Deca dg T, LiviOf 
lih. III. Cap. 3?. 

" Hts Brother in Law* 

»* Entitled^ Le Parfait Capitainc, ou V Abrcgc dcs Guerres 
its G)mmentaire8 de Cefar^ er/. 

'5 In the War cf Paris. 

** The Kittg was then at that Place^ 
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was oflfer*d, but which would never have been given 
him. 

Campion did not put in for any great em- 
ployment ; and only defir'd to be made MareP- 
chal of Battalia, in order to learn the trade of 
War, ingenuoufly owning he was a ftranger tQ 
it 5 but pretending to know the Country, even to 
the fmalleft rivulets, and the moft inconfiderablc 
paflages : which fcience he had learned when he 
went a hunting with the Duke ofVBNDOSME. 

Sevigny was contented with the feme em- 
ployment \ but found he was a bubble to his own 
modcfly, when he faw, that there was no fldll re- 
quired to be a Major-General, However, he fe(; 
up alfo for a droll, and had the honour to make 
his Highneis laugh. 

RucQjuEViLLE, that old fervant, would not 
take any employment ; and his long experience 
in war remained ufelefs, under pretence of hh 
vapours. The Duke of L o n c u e v i l l e, to fofr 
ten his dilguft for not being made Governour of 
Caen, augmented his penfiohs : but all in vain ; 
RucQjuEviLLE faying openly, That he would, 
indeed, take his Matter's money, but could never 
forbear fpeaking ill of him. 

Fr anqjjetot-Barberousse was a long 
while before he chofe his fide: Boncoeur "^* 
keeping up his irrefolution by the friendlhip of the 
Marefchal d e G r a m m on t. However, during his 
long deliberation, he infenfibly fet up for a Doer 
of good OfficeSy delighting himfelf with the vanity 
of a falfe credit. Afterwards, being info^m'd by 
letters from his friends, that peace was ferioulty 
negotiating, he determined to ad no longer a neu- 
tral part. He read Cjesar's Commentaries^ to 
fortify his mind, which was not yet fully refolv'd. 

•" ■ ■ > ' ^ ■ ^^^^ 

*5 St hit WifiwasctUeii 
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When he came to the Paffige of the RuWcoHj he 
ilopt fhort, as that great Captain had done; and 
bavir^ HHifed awhile upon the naatter, he cry 'd out, 
like him, T^e Rubicon is j)afs*dy a lucky cafi may 
win all '^ He thereupon goes out in a great 
emotion, without looking either upon Bon c oe u r 
or little Harry *% well knowing, that the fight 
of women and children may foften the fierceft fpi- 
rits ; and without acquainting any of his friends, 
he goes to the Duke of Longuevillb, and 
fpeaks to him in the following manner : " My 
Lord, I ever was your fervant, tho not wkh fo 
particular a devotion, as to be thereby oblig*d to 
ferve you on this occafion : but now I defign to 
embrace your intereft, and am come to aflfure 
your Highnels, that I entirely devote my fclf tp 
*' you/' 

The Duke's joy was fo great that it appeared 
in his countenance ; but it was much leflen'd, when 
Barberousse had explained himfelf thus : " I 
muft join one condition to my general dcclarar 
tion, which is, that I defign to continue here, 
*' when you go into the field; which, however, 
cannot be afcribed to want of courage, but to an 
unlucky ftrangury, which hinders me from 
riding. Not that I defign to be ufelefs in the 
Party neither : I will negotiate with Madam d e 
♦' Matignon, for whom I ever entertained an 
*' affeftion ; and befides, as you have no body 
" here that can write Relations, I fliall take care 
** to publifh your atchievements." Thefe laft 
words were a great comfort to the Prince : for 
to fpeak the truth, they had great occafion for a 

Gazetteer, 

'* Confecutufque (CAfar) cohortes ad Rubiconem fiumen, 

qui provincix ejus finis erat eatur, inquit, qm 

ieorum ojlenta, ^ inimicorum iniqultas vocat : Ja^a aha ^« 
Suetonius in Julio Cxfare, cap« ^i, $Z* 

'7 $on to Franfuetch 
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Gazetteer, and he wais glad to find fo fkilful a Nar- 
rator. 

FoNTRAiLLEs camc in the nick of time to 
fee the great affair of la Bouille ^\ Durir^ 
his ftay in Normandy, the Duke of Lonoub\ 
viLLE made him privy to all his counfels, as he 
did Varicarville and Count de Fiesqjje: 
but FoNTRAiLLEs could not relifli fuch a con- 
fidence, being apprehenfive of engaging himfclf too- 
far in the Prince's intereft, and -of being intrufted 
with the fecret of a fecond enterprize againft Pon- 
toife. So juft an apprehenfion obliged him to quit 
the party, and to carry Count de Fiesqjje 
away with him ; reprefenting to him, that confi- 
dering how they governed their General, all the 
diforders that might happen would be charged up- 
on them, if things were carried to extremity. 

The Duke d e R e tz, from whom they expec- 
ted great Supplies, came attended only by a Page, 
who carried his arms, and his two trufty Squires ''. 
Some found fault with his coming without Troops ; 
but they were foon fatisfy*d, when he fhew'd *eni 
a long lift of the Barons who defired to be em- 
ploy'd. For two hundred thoufand Crowns, he 
might have engaged the Bretons to take the field ; 
but for want of that fmall fum, the credit of fo 
;reat a Lord remained altogether ufelefi. *Tis trUe, 
le promifed not to fpare his own perfon, and to 
ferve as a Duke and Peer in the Army of Rouen, 
with the fame affiduity as he had ferved in Flan- 
ders ; 

'* M, di Sf, Evr^mond going to R$uen during this Wary mtt 
tb$ Duki •f LongUivilU at la Bouille, {a ViUage within three 
kagtm of that City) with his little Army \ gave him notice 
if the abroach of the King^s TroopSy and thereby an oppor^ 
$unity to fav$ his o^n. See the Life of M. de St. £vremond« 
tmder the year 1^49* 

'9 when he was in Flanders^ he had always two GentUmm 
ff thf Horfe ty hit fides^ affd ^ Pa^t that carried his Arms* 
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ders. He afliired them befides, that Montplai- 
s I R would foon join them ; and even gave them 
feme hopes of* the Tapinois ^-^ 

As for the reft, B^Ue-lfle -was. in a very good 
pofture of defence ; there was a garif^n ^t M^ 
checoul ; and Montmirel was. well guarded. The 
Puke*s way of living with the Officer^ was very 
obliging : and whpever wa^ fo happy as to have 
a buflF-coat, or a black velvet jacket^ niig;ht de^ 
pend upon his friend.(hip. 

Thus you fee the different Employments of the 
jpioft cpniiderable perfons of the party. If any bo- 
4y wonders that I fay nothing of their Aftions, 'ds 
becaufe I know nothing of *em : for as I relate 
5ruth with the utmoft exaftnefs, fo I qiention no- 
thing but vhat I law^ In the mean time, I ac- 
count my felf happy that I got an averfion tQ 
fuch commotions, rather by obfervation, than by 
Ijiy own experience. *Tis. a trade for fools and 
^efperado*s^ lyhigh men of fenfe and honour, and 
fuch as are well to pais, ought not to mec^dje 
with. 

Bubble? cqme in daily by copipanies, •, the out- 
lawed an^ the needy repair thitheii froni all parts •,, 
and there never was fo much talk of generofity 
without honour ; never fo many fine fpeeches, 
with fo little fenfe ; never fo many defigns with- 
out aftion -, or uAdertakings without efforts :. in 
ijhort, 'tis all fancy, all chimera ; nothing f ubftan- 
tial, nothing real, befides want and mifery. Hence 
it is, that private men complain of the great ones, 
who deceive them ; and the ^reat ones of private 
n^n, who abandon them^ Fook. ^i?e unitjeecived 

by 

**> So was Monfifur.d*jitth0terre mck-named : hecaufo^ when hi 
was in the army^ he often fiole away from his company to gQ 
to the trenches J and other places of danger \ from whence he 
fometimes returned wounded, to the great fierprize of his Friendji^ 
%uho did not epcpe^ apy fuch thing. - - - 
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by e5q>erience, and draw off; men of defperate 
fortunes, who fee no alteration in their condi- 
tion, go and feek elfewhere fome other unlucky 
adventure : being no lefs difgufted with the lead- 
ing men of the party) than with the favourites; 

A L ETT E R 

Tb MADAM * ♦ -^^ ^ 

IRemembef^ Midam, thdt when I Went to tlie 
army, I begg*d that the Chevalier de Gram- 
M o N T might fucceed me in your favour, in cafe 
I (hould be fo unfortunate as to meet my death 
tJiere ; in which particular, you have {o well obeyed, 
that you love him whilft I am alive, td karri to dd 
it better after my death. You are very punctual 
in obeying my orders ; and ftiould I continue to 
give you the fame commifliori, in all appearance, 
you would fee It carefully executed. 

You iftay Imagine, Madarhj that I defign to 
hide a rfeal grief under a pretenddd banter ; and 
being fo well acquainted with my pafllon, you 
tariiiot eafily perfuade your felf, that I can fufFer a 
Rival without jealOufy. But perhaps you don't 
know. Madam, that if I dare not complain of 
you, becaufe I love you tod much ; I dare not 
complain of hiift, beCaufe I love him litde lels. 
And if I muft 6f neceffity be angry, tell me whonl 
1 am to be mod angry with ; either with him who 
goes to rob me of niy Miftrefs, or you who fteal 
my Friend from me. 

Let the matter be ho^^ it will, yoii need not 

give your felf much trouble to appeafe my indig- 

hation. My paflion is too violent to indulge my 

refentment in the lead 5 and my tendernefs will 

4 always 
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always make me forget die injuries I have recei- 
ved from you. I love you, tho perfidious ; I 
love him, tho treacherous ; and only fear that a 
fincere friend is no favourite of either of you. 
Fareweh Let us enter, I befeech you^ into a new- 
unknown fort of confederacy; and by a ftrange 
myftery, let his. Jet your, and n\y fciendlhip, be 
only one and the fame thing. 

A L E TT E R 

To the fame. 

I Thought you had utterly forgot me ; but by a 
more refined and ingenious conduft, you treat 
me as if you juft began to know me. 

In truth, I never faw fuch a civil Letter in my 
life, and at the fame time fo very little obliging 
as yours. You have hit upon fo nice, fo delicate 
an indifference, that I cannot complain pf you 
without regret, nor commend you without the juft 
imputation of fillinefs. Generofityj Gratitudcy Obli- 
gation, are common expreffions in your Letter. 
It feems you have, for my lake, been at the ex- 
pence of learning all the terms that have been 
ufed in compliments, and have forgotten all thofe 
that exprefe any fentiment of love. It muft be 
confels*d. Madam, that you imitate your Mother's 
ftyle perfe6Uy well. At firft figh^ I thought I 
had received a token of her Ladyfhip*s remem- 
brance. Befides this. Madam, that doleful jargon 
of being overwhelmed with AUsfortuneSj docs not 
at all become you ; but feems to proceed from a 
p erfon that labours under a myfterious difcompofure. 
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As for your felf, who never a£led the fliam- 
mourner, how came you to pitch upon me, a-God'$ 
name, to tell your dolefol ftory, juad eotertaia 
ni« "With the fhew of fuch noble misfortunes ? 
Am I then good for tK)thii^ in the world, but to 
be the confident of your affeded melancholy, and 
ftudied forrow ? 

As it is impoffible for you. Madam, to become 
indifferent to me, I was aflcing M * * * after you, 
who told me that you danced from morning till 
night, and that one could not pais the time more 
merrily than you did. 

Adieu, miferahle Perfon^ overwhelmed with a 
long train of Misfortunes^ full of Gratitude and 
Acknowledgment to thofe who take any part in 
your Miferies. Adieu, more tenderly, a thou- 
land times, than you write civilly to me. I con- 
jui-e you to believe that you liave not civility 
enough to difcourage me ; and that I would rather 
chufe to be, all my life-time, the confident of 
your forrow, than to have nothing at all to do 
with you, 

A LETTER 

To MADAM ***. 

YOU are upon the point of making a very 
forry Gallant of a very good Friend ; and 
I perceive that what I call'd latisfafHon, when I 
was with you, is now become infenfibly fome fort 
of a charm. I talk no more of turning into ri^ 
dicule ; and the very fame perfon who fet fuch a 
value upon yoijr malidous fancies, now difcovers 
in you more affedting qualities, which give him a 
difguft for your firft endearments. 

You 
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You always appeared very engaging to me ; but 
now I begin to feel with emotion, what I was 
uled to fee only with pleafiire. To ^eak plainly 
to you, I am afraid I niay be iii love wimyou» 
if you will fufFer me to Idve you : for at this pre- 
fent writing, I am in fuch a condition, that I can 
let it alone, if you don't like it. 

You mult not exped from me any £ne thoughts, 
or noble raptures : I am Wholly incapable o£ 
themj and freely leave them to the admirers of 
Madam C***. Let the drawing-rooms make 
the moft on*t. Permit Madam d e * * * to de- 
fine Love by her own fancy ; and don't envy the 
vain imaginations of thofe miferable creatures^ 
who when their beauty is decay*dj value them- 
felves upon the wit diat (till continues with them^ 
at the cxptncG of the Face they have loft. 

Finding me fo clownifti in the contempt of 
refined fentimehts, you'll imagine, perhaps, that I 
am a Hero as to the exercifes of the body : pray 
hearken how the cafe ftands with me. I am indif- 
ferent in every thing ; and neither nature nor for- 
tune have done any thing for me but what is 
tommon. 

4 

As I cannot fee without envy thofe people ttiat 
are fumptuous and magnificent in their 6xpeiices i 
fo I cannot, without fome difpleafure, behold 
thofe that are too much given to their pleafures : 
and if I dare fpeak my thoughts, I hate in fome 
meafure, theVivoNNES and the Saucours^ 
becaufe I cannot refemble them. 

My affairs go always at the fame rate : I never 
allow my felf any extravagance ; and I ftand iri 
need of a litde oeconomy to make things even 
at the year's end, and pals a winter's night. 



Not 



M. D E § T. E V R £ M O ND. I7 

Not that I am reduced either to want or infir- 
mity : but to explain my felf frankly, ifty expence 
* is fmall, and my efforts indifferent. 

Tell me now whether with thefe qualities I may 
prefume to let up for your Lover, or whether I am 
ftill to continue your Friend ? 

As for my felf, I am refolv'd to take what part 
you affign me ; and if I pafs from Friendlhip to 
Love without difficiilty ; I am able to return from 
Love to Friendfhip, with as little violence. 

The CharaSier of the Countefi 
D'Olonne \ 

I Don't expeft to be more fuccefsful in your Cha^ 
rader, than our Painters have been in your Pie* 
ture, where I may fafely fay, the beft perforna^rs 
have loft their reputation. Hitherto we nevt;r 
beheld any Beauties fa accomplifli'd, but they were 
obliged to thefe mafters^ either for beftowing fome 
new graces upon them, or elfe for concealing fome 
of their defedts. You alone. Madam, are above 
thofe arts, whofe peculiar diarader it is to flat- 
ter and embellifh. They never took the pencil 
to draw your Face, without a fhameful foil of 
their fkill, and doing an infinite injuftice to the 
original ; in fhort, without making fo accomplifh'd 
a perfon, as your felf, lofe as many advantages 
as they ufually beftow upon thofe that don't pof- 
k& them. 

If you are not much oblig'd to the Painters, 
you are much lels, I*m fure, to the curiofity ot 

Vol. I. B your 

' Catherint Henrietta ^Angennes^ Ceuntefs d*Olonne, wat 
jyafigher to Charles d^Angennes, Lord of La Loufi, Baron of 
AfntervtlU^ hy Mary du Raynitr. 
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your drefs. You owe nothing either to the Ikill 
of other people, or to your own indufhy ; and 
may fafely rely upon Nature for the care flie has 
taken of you. As there are few perfons, upoa 
whom neghgence fits well, I would advife them 
not to depend too much upon it. 

To fay the truth, the generality of our Ladies 
are no farther agreeable than their attire makes 
them fo. Every ornament they put on to fet 
them off, conceals fome defeft : but every thing 
that's taken from your drefs, reftores you fome 
grace or other ; and 'tis as much your intcrcft 
to return to the primitive fimplicity of nature, as it 
is for their advantage to avoid it. 

I will not amufe my felf with any general prai- 
fes, that are many ages old. The Sun fliall not 
furnifli me with a companion for your Eyes, nor 
the Flowers for your Complexion. I might fpeak 
of the regularity of your Face, and delicacy of 
your Features ; of that charming and agreeable 
Mouth -, of that Neck fo well turn'd and polifti'd \ 
of thofe bewitching Breafb : but after a man has 
made the moft curious obfervations, there are a 
thoufand things may be thought of in you, which 
cannot be well defcrib'd ; and a thouland things bet- 
ter felt than thought of. 

Take my advice. Madam ; don't truft the care 
of your glory with any other perfon ; for certain- 
ly you are no where io well as you are in your 
felf. Appear in the midft of your Pictures and 
Charafters, and you will eclipfe all the images that 
*tis poflible to frame of you. 

After having well admir'd you, what I find the 
moft extraordinary is, that you have collefted, in 
your felf, the leveral Charms of different Beau- 
ties. You are miftrels of thofe Graces that fur- 
prize, that pleafe, that flatter^ and aifed us. 

Your 
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Your Cbaradef , properly Ipeaking, is not a par- 
ticular charafter 5 'tis that of all the Fair. One 
man maintains his heart againft an imperious, 
riiat fufFer'd himfelf -to be conquered by a deliacc 
Beauty. Delicacy gives difgult to another, who 
willingly furrenders his heart to an imperious 
miflxefs. 

You alone are the foible of all the world. The 
fiery Lover finds in you an unexhauftible fubjed: 
for his Raptures : tenaer Souls find all that is pro- 
per to feed their tendernefe and their languifliings. 
Diflferent Tempers, various Humours, contrary In- 
clinations, all are fubje6t to your empire. 

Thofe perfons that were born neither to give 
nor receive Love, preferve the firft of thefe qua- 
lities, and unhappily lofe the other. From hence 
it proceeds, that there is fome refemblance be- 
tween the warmth of your Friends, and the pat 
fion of your Lovers ; that *tis impoflible to admire 
you widiout a concern ; and that the judgment 
of the moft indifferent fpeftators is never free. 
From hence, in Ihort, it proceeds, that every one 
loves in your company, except your felf alone, who 
continue infenfible. 

Thus far I have paid part of what I owe to 
your Beauty ; and 'tis none of your leaft com- 
mendations, diat I have been able to praifeyou 
fo long. 'Tis but juft I Ihould have fome confi- 
deration of my felf now ; and that in fpeaking of 
your Wit and Humour, I fhould be allow'd to in- 
dulge my own. 

I will deliver nothii^ but truths : and left you 
ihould ima^e them to be difadvantagieous to 
you, I will begin with the Charms of your Coq- 
verfation, whid> are not at all inferior to thofe of 
your Face, 

B i Yes, 
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Yes, Madam, we are no lefs affefted with hear- 
ing, than with feeing you. You may infpire Love, 
even when you are veil*d ; and make France re- 
femble Spain, in being the fcene of Adventures of 
the fair Inviftble. 

Never was more politenefs, than we find in your 
Difcourfe ; and, what is furprizing, nothing can be 
fo lively, and yet fo juft ; fo happy, and yet fo 
Well conceived. 

But let us conclude praifes, which, when they are 
too long, never fail to be tirefome, tho they are 
never fo true : and now. Madam, prepare to hear 
with patience what I found amifs in you. If 
you cannot without difficulty hear your Defefts, I 
am fure I could not without a greater difficulty 
difcover them. I was obliged to make very pro- 
found enquiries, and after a long and painful ftudy, 
I will tell you what faults I have taken no- 
tice of. 

I have often feen you too refpedbful and con- 
defcending to ordinary perfons ; and while this hu- 
mour lafted, fubmit your Judgment to that of fnany 
others, which was much inferior to yours. 

I am likewife of opinion, that you fufFer your 
felf to be too much (way*d by Cuftom. That 
which at firfl fight you rightly judg'd to be grofi 
and dull, has, after a (hort time, appeared juft 
and delicate without reafon ; and when you come 
to reftify thefe errors, *tis rather by a change 
of your humour, than by any refieftions of your 
mind. 

Sometimes, Madam, you fall into the contrary 
defed, and by thinking too much, overlook the 
Truth ; fo that your opinions are rather more 
ftrongly imagined, than folidly conceived. 

As for your Aftions, they are equally innocent 

and agreeable : but as you may very well neg- 

led thofe formalities^ that are, in truth, but xo 

3 many 
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many fetters of life, you muft expeft the cenfure 
of fools, and the ill-nature of thofe people whom 
your merit has made your enemies. 

Thofe Ladies who are your profefs*d enemies, 
are forc'd to own to us, that you have received a 
thoufand advantages from nature. But upon fome 
occafions we are obliged to own to them, that 
they might be better managed, and that you don*t 
always make fo good ufc of them as others 
would do. 

I Ihall end all with the inequality of your Tem- 
per, which you your felf now and then defcribe 
10 pleafantly ; *tis vexatious to thofe that fuffer 
under it : as for me, I always find that it quickens 
my paflion ; and I fee, that when we moft com- 
plain of any one's humour, 'tis then we are moft 
affedted with the perfon. However it is, we are 
fo far from being able to take any advantage over 
you, that we are at a lofs what meafures to take 
with you. We eafily difoblige you without think- 
ing of it ; nay, the very defign to pleafe you, has 
more than once made us fo unfortunate as to dif- 
pleafe you. Believe me. Madam, a man muft be 
very happy to find out your eaiy moments, and 
very critical to enjoy them. What we may truly 
fay, after we have well examined you, is,^ that no 
greater misfortune can befal a man, than to be 
in love with you, yet nothing fb difficult as to 
avoid it. 

Thefe, Madam, arc the obfervations of a ipec- 
tator, who, to judge the more impartially of you, 
has endeavoured to keep himfelf iree. The me- 
thod he took to continue fo, was to fhun you as 
much as was poflible for him. But 'tis not enough 
for one not to fee you, after he has once beheld 
you ; ^nd this remedy, which as to other wo- 
men is infallible, does not entirely fecure \\^ with 
you. 

9 3 Perhaps 
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Perhaps you will tell me, that a man who has 
any tender fentiments, is not generally fo rigid in 
his Judgment. But fo foon as you will take the 
pains to let me know what you diftike, I will im- 
mediately retraft what I have faid. *Tis impoffible 
to think difadvantageoufly of you, but in your ab- 
fence -, for to repeat what I have already told you. 
Do but appear^ Madam^ in the midft cf your Pic- 
tures and Chara^ers^ and you will foon eclipfe all 
the images the moft fruitful fancy can form of you. 



A LETTER 

To the Count efs D'Olonne, fent with the 

foregoing Charat^er. 

I Send you herewith your Charafter, which tells 
you the general fentiments of the world con- 
cerning you ; and will inform you, that there i^ 
nothing fo beautiful in all France as your felf. 
Don't be fo rigorous to your own merits, as to 
deny your felf that juftice which all the world pays 
you. Moft of our Ladies fuffer themfelves to be 
eafily perfuaded, and entertain flattering errors with 
pleafure ; and it would be very ftrange, indeed, if 
you could not be prevaiPd upon to believe a 
pleafmg truth. 

Befides the publick opinion, you have the judg- 
ment of Madam de Longueville on your 
fide. Submit to fo authentick a teftimony, with- 
out farther fcruple ; and iince fhe believes it, be* 
lieve your felf to be the moft charming creature 
that was ever beheld. 

From 
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From your beauty, Madam, I pafs to the mif" 
chiefs it has occafion'd, and to the infinite num- 
bers of thofe that daily languilh and die for you. 
*Tis not my defign to render you compalGRonate ; 
on the contrary, if you would follow my advice, 
it fhall coft one or other of your unfortunate Ad- 
mirers his life. Our Poets and Romance-mongers 
have too long banter'd us with feign'd deaths ; 
I demand a true one of you, which will be an 
undifputable title to your perfeftions. Among five 
or fix languiftiing perfons, of my acquaintance, 
chufe whom you pleafe to honour with your laft 
rigours : and you'll eafily lead him fi-om languifli- 
ment to death. Difpatch him quickly for your own 
fatisfadion, and that of. 

Madam, 

Your, Cjfr. 

A L ET TE R 

ToMADAM*** 

HOW violent foever my friendfliip is, it has 
left me judgment enough to write to you 
with lels paflion and concern than I us*d to do. 
And to tell you the truth, I am fortewhat afham'd 
to fend you Country-fighs, which have neither the 
fweetnefs, nor delicacy of thofe you hear. But 
let them be what they will, I miift of neceflity 
venture them ; and endeavour to make you remem- 
ber me, at a time when all the world labours to 
have me forgotten. 

B 4 I 
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I don't queftion but that the interview of your 
pious Mother, and the reft of your godly family^ 
was attended with abundance of tears : to be furc, 
to fuch a Mother's tears, you paid a civil and rc- 
fpcftful return, like a well-bred Daughter. But 
then you know the world too well, to have any 
real tendemefs for the difquiet of thofe Prudes, 
whofe virtue is nothing elfe but a mere artifice^ 
to deprive you of thofe pleafures which themfelves 
regret. 

'Tis enough that you fliew'd once your obe- 
dience, and facrific'd your repofe to a complaifance, 
which, perhaps, you did not owe her. She is un-. 
juft, if, after (he l;ias exafted fo fevere a fubmi& 
fion from you, fhe pretends to regulate your in- 
clinations, and conftrain the only thing flie has left 
in your pgwer. 

We love that which pleafes, and not what is 
barely permitted to us : but if yqu muft ask leave 
of your Parents before you love, I am fo well 
acquainted with their humour, that I dare aflure 
you, you'll have but little occafion to be acquainted 
with that paflion, fo long as you live. 

But perhaps this difcxijurfe may be altogether 
ufelefs J and confidering your prefent circumftances, 
I ought rather to be apprehenfive of thofe perfons 
who advife you to love, than thofe who forbid 
it. Perhaps you may follow the advice I give you, 
and laugh at the reprimands of your Mother; 
How do J knpw but that this poor Mother of 
yours, to whom I wifli fo much mifchief, may be 
ifi my interefts ; apd that to ftifle a growing pat 
iion in its birth, fiie does not allow you the li- 
berty to love a perfon fo remote from you ? 

Jiithertp I haye had all the reafon in the world 
%o comn)end your conftancy and refojution ; but 
t doubt whether a mere idea will be able to dit 
puie it long againft a face, and memory againf^ 
^ ^ convert 
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converfation. I have too great an uneafinefe 
upon me, to leave any longer the advantage of 
being prefent with you, to thofe Gentlemen that 
behold you ; and within a few days, no manner 
of bufinefs (hall hinder me from throwing my 
felf at your feet. Inf the mean time, till I come 
to entertain you with my paffion, remember how 
many thoufand Oaths you have fworn, to love me 
as long as you live, 

A LETTER 

To MADAM***. 

AS nothing is fo honourable as an antient 
Friendfliip, fo nothing is fo fcandalous as 
an old Paffion. Undeceive your felf. Madam, of 
the falfe merit of being faithful ; and take it for 
a certain truth, that nothing is fo injurious to the 
reputation of a Beauty, as Conftancy. ' Who knows 
whether you refolv*d to love but one perfon, or 
whether you could get but one Lover ? You 
fondly imagine that you praftife a Virtue, while 
you make us fufpeft that you have many De- 
fers. 

But confider how many difquiets attend this 
wretched Virtue ; and what a vaft difference there 
is between the difgufts of an old engagement, and 
the endearments of a growing Paffion 1 In a new 
Amour ypu will find delights in every hour of the 
day: 'tis arx unexpreffible pleafure td find that 
Love ^rows upon us every minute : but in a paf- 
fion of W old (landing, pur time lingers very un- 

cafily. 
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eafily, in ftill loving lefe. We may converfe wcU 
enough with perfons that are indifferent to us, 
either out of decency and good manners, or thro* 
a neceflary obligation : but how can we pals our 
Lives with thofe we have loved, when we love 
them no longer? 

I have only four words more to lay to you, and 
I defire you to make fome Refleftion upon them. 
If you like what's difagreeable, it argues an ill 
tafte ', if you have not the refolution to quit what 
difpleafes you, 'tis a downright weaknefi. But do 
what you will, you'll be eafily juftify'd with me: 
for there's no foible but I will forgive in you, 
without pretending t;o any great indulgence. 

When the fair Sex tranfgrefs the LawSj 

They need m Advocate : 
Nature alone heft pleads their caufe^ 

And juftifies the fault. 




:Ol!^lliG¥;^[^^^^ 




MANy who is iejirous to know all 
ftbingSy knows not htmfelf. 

To MONSIEUR *♦*. 

YOU are not fo fociable of late as you us'd 
to be. Study has fomething cloudy and me- 
lancholy in it, which fpoils that natural chearful- 
nefs, and deprives a Man of that readinefs of wit, 
and freedom of fancy, which are requir'd to^ 
wards a polite Converfation. Meditation has ftill 
worfe effects in Civil Society : Wherefore let me 
advife you to take care, that you lofe not by It 
2 with 
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with your friends, what you think ro gain with your 
felf. 

I know very well, that the difquifition which 
employs you at prefent, is both ferious and im- 
portant ; you defire to know what you ^re, and 
what you Ihall be in another world, when you 
(hall ceafc to be in this ? But pray tell me, can 
you imagine that thofe Philofophers, whofe Works 
you read with fo much application, have found 
what ydu enquire after ? They have fearch'd it, 
as well as you, but they have fearch'd it in vain. 
Your curiofity has prevailed in all ages as well as 
your reflexions, and the uncertainty of your 
knowledge. The moft devout cannot always com- 
mand their Belief ; or the moft impious their In- 
credulity : and *tis one of the misfortunes of our 
lives, that natural Reafon cannot aflure us, whe- 
ther there be another Life or no. 

The Author of Nature was not pleafed to allow 
us to be perfedtly acquainted with our felves ; and 
amidft the too curious Defires of knowing every 
thing, he has reduced us to the Neceflity of being 
ignorant of our felves. He animates th6 Springs of 
our Soul, but conceals from us the admirable Se- 
cret that makes them move ; and that knowing 
Artificer referyes to himfelf the fole Knowledge of 
his Work. He hath plac*d us in the midft of num- 
berlefi variety of Obje6ls, with Senfes capable of 
being afFefted with them : he has given us a Mind 
that makes continual efforts to know their Nature. 
The Heavens, the Sun, the Stars, the Elements, 
all Nature, and even the Supreme Being an whom 
it depends, are fubjeft to its Speculation, if not 
to its Knowledge. But, are we affefted with the 
Jeaft Pain ? our fine Speculations vanifh away. 
Are we in danger of Death ? there are few peo- 
ple but would give up the advantages and pre- 
rogatives of the mind, to prefervc this bafe and 

grofs 
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grofi part, this earthly body, which Philofophers 
fet fo little value upon. 

I return to the Opinion, which, I fuppofe, you 
will not approve, and which, however, I believe 
to be true enough, viz, *That no man was ever con- 
vinc^d by reafon^ either that the Soul was certainly 
immortal^ or that it is really annihilated with the 
body. 

*Tis not doubted, but that Socrates be- 
liev'd the Immortality of the Soul : we fee it in what 
remains of the hiftory of his Life ; and the opi- 
nions which Plato fathers upon him, feem to con- 
firm it. But yet Socrates does not warrant it 
himfelf ; for when he appears before his Judges, he 
fpeaks of it like a man that defires it, and men- 
tions Annihilation like a Philofopher that fears it 
not. 

This, Sir, is the affurance which Socrates gives 
us of the Immortality of the Soul : let us fee what 
proofs Epicurus will give us of its Annihilation. 
Epicurus is unacquainted with any thing but the 
Body : with him the Soul, the Mind, the Under- 
ftandingj all is matter, all fubjedl to corruption and 
diflblution. But does he not feem to contradift 
at his death, the maxims he taught during his life ? 
Pofterity affefts him ; his memory becomes dear to 
him ; he flatters himfelf with the reputation of his 
writings, which he recommends to his difciplcHE r- 
M AC H u s. His mind, which was fo far engag'd in 
the opinion of Annihilation, is afFefted with tcnder- 
nefs for it felf, laying up honours and pleafures for 
a ft ate different from that it is going to quit^ 

From whence, think you, proceed the contradidtions 
we find in Aristotle and Seneca, about this 
matter •, but from Uncertainty in a queftion of the 
moft importance, as well as the moft remote from 
our knowledge ? From whence proceeds this di- 
verfity of opinions ? *Tis becaufe they are co-founded 

by 
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by the different notions of prefent Death, and fu- 
ture Life. Their Soul, which is a ftranger to it 
felf, eftabliQies or overthrows its own opinion, ac- 
cording as it is feduced by the various appearances 
of truth. 

Solomon, who was the greateft of all Kings, 
and the wifefl of all men, feems to fumifh the Liber- 
tines with arguments to defend their errors, even at 
the very time when he advifcs good men to continue 
firm in the love of Truth. If any one ought to 
have been free from error, doubts, and inconftancy, 
furely it was Solomon : yet we fee by the ine- 
quality and changeableneis of his conduct, that he 
was fome times tired with his Wifdom, as he was 
at others, weary of his Folly ; that his virtues and 
vices gave him difgufts by turns ; that fome times 
he thinks all things are governed by Chancje ; 
and that at other times he afcribes all to Provi- 
dence. 

Let the Philofophers, let the Learned ferioufly 
examine themfelves, and they will find not only 
an alteration, but even an abfolute contrariety in 
their opmions. Unleis Faith fubjeds our Reaibn, 
we pals our lives betwixt Belief and Unbelief ; in 
endeavouring to perfuade, while we are unable to 
convince our felves, 

I know very well that fome inftances may be 
offered, which feem to contradift what I aflert. A 
Difcourfe upon the Immortality of the Soul, has 
prompted fome perfons to feek Death, that they 
might the fooner enjoy the felicity that was promised 
them in another Life '. But when we once come 

to 

^ Cliomtrctus, a not$d Pbilcfifhir, threw hmfilf into th$ 
Aa, mfter having nod PUt9*s TimaeUt. Cicero ohfirves, that 
Higffiast thi PhUofipher^ mad^ fo Uvily a refrofmtatioH of the 
imfiriis of this Lift, in his fnUick UCtnns, that ftveral ferfons 
wiTi thirtby indnctd to make away with thmfitvoK A malis 

igitur. 
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to this pafs, 'tis no longer realbn that giiides u$, 
but rather paffion that hurries us away ; 'tis no 
more the diicourfe that has an Teft upon us, buc 
the vanity of a noble Death, which we fooiifl Jy pre- 
fer before Life ; 'tis a wearinefs of prcfent mife- 
ries, and a hope of future enjoyments ; 'tis a blind 
love of glory ; 'tis a diftemper : in a word, 'tis a 
iiiry that offers violence to natural inftind, and puts 
vs bcfides our felves. 

Believe me. Sir, a ferene undifturbed mind is but 
littled moved by the reading of P l a t o. It be- 
longs to God alone to make Martyrs, and engage 
us by his promife to leave the Life we enjoy, for 
another which we know nothing of. For a man 
to pretend to convince himfelf of the Immortality 
of the Soul by reafon, is a kind of diftruft of fhe 
promife God has given us about it ; and, in fome 
mcafure, renouncing the only thing that may fecure 
it to us. 

What has DesCartes gain'd by his pretended 
demonftration of a purely fpiritual, and ever-think- 
ing Subftance ? What has been the refult of fuch 
re&ied {peculations? Why, he has made the world 
believe that Religion did not convince him, without 

perfuading 

igicur, fays he^ mors abduci^, non a bonis, venim C quaerimus. 
Hoc quidem a Cyrenajico H^efia fie copiosc difputatur, uc is a 
rege Pcolomseo prohibitus efle dicatur ilia in fcholis dicere, quod 
multi, his auditis, mortem fibi ipfi confcifcerenL Tufcul. §l9ufl. 
iib. 1. cap, 34« Hi m&nticns of termor As Clemshrotus : Calltma- 
chi quidem epigramma in Ambraciotam Cleombrotum eft : quern 
air, cum nihil ei accidifTet adverfi, h muro fe in mare abjecifle 
ledto Platonis libro. VaUrlus Maximus nlatis the ftory of He- 
ItfiaSf as a proof of the force of Eloquence* Quantum, fays Hfe, 
cloquentta yaluifle Hegefiam Cyrena'icum philofophum arbitra* 
4nur > qui fie mala vitae reprefentabat ; ut eorum miferanda ima* 
gine audientium |>ed;ortDUs inierta, multis .voluntariae mortis 
4oppetenda cupiditatem ingenerarAt ^ Ideoque a rege Ptolomaeo 
4ilteriu$ hac de ve diflerm ptfxhibitus cSu MmoraHl. Ut. viiL 
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pcrfuading either himfelf or others by his argu- 
ments. 

Therefore, Sir, read, diink, meditate, and reflefl-, 
as long as you pleafe, and you will find, after ail 
your reading, thinking, meditating, and refleding, 
that it belongs to Religion alone to decide, and 
that Reafon ought to fubmit. 

Reflections on the Mawm^ TTjat wc 
ought to defpife Fortune, and not 
care for the Court. 

« 

IT is more difficult to make the world acquielcc 
in this Maxim than in the others ' : for not 
only they who receive favours, but even thofe who 
have but bare pretenfions to them, are apt to ridi- 
cule a notion fo contrary to their own. 

I own one can hardly believe, that any reafona- 
ble man did ever pretend to make that opinion 
univerfal : I fuppofe it was calculated for the un- 
fortunate, with no other defign than to cure diC- 
tempered minds of an unprofitable uneafin^fs ; in 
which cafe I cannot find fault with it. If a man 
be allowed to call a Miftrefe ungrateful and cruel, 
whom he has courted without fuccefs ; thofe who 
think themfelves ill ufed by Fortune, may, with 
more reafon, claim the privilege to forfake her, 
and, at a diftance from her, to feek for a rcpofe 
that may ballance the advantages flie has deny'd 

them. 

' This 1^ [tbi Maxim which is the fidhjf^i of the firejeing 
Difeemfe^ dec. See the Life of M* <le St. E^emond, under the 
year 1^47. "^ 
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them. What mjury do we do her to psqr her in 
the fame coin, and return contempt for contenapt ? 
Therefore I won't think it ftrange, for a man of 
honour to de^ie theCourt ; but I think it ridica- 
lous in himfelt to pride in the defpifing it. 

There is another fort of men every whit as in- 
tolerable : luch are thofe who can't leave die Courts 
and yet are vex'd at every thing that pafles there ^ 
who intereft diemfelves in the difgrace of the jper- 
fons they are moft indifiercnt to, and find tauk 
even with the preferment of their own fHends. 
They look upon all the good and ill that's done 
to others, to be downright injufHce ; and they are 
equally provoked by favours, tho never fb well 
deferv'd ; and by punifhments, tho never fo juft. 
Yet if you can liften to thefe perfonS, they*ll talk 
of nothing but Conftams^ Generofitj^ and Honour : 
every thing they fay, is always attended with a 
melancholy air, that makes you fad, inftead of af- 
fording you any comfort. They find a certain plea- 
fure in complaints, which cancels our gratitude for 
their pity. 

Go where you will, you may expeft to find the 
world composed of two forts of perfons ; the mert 
of Bufinels, and the men of Pleafure. 

The firft fly the approach of the miferable, and 
are afraid of becoming fo by contagion. If one 
has a mind to get into their acquaintance, he muft 
conceal his misfortunes, and endeavour to be fer*^ 
viceable to them, in fome refpeft or other. 

Others, giving themfelves up entirely to their 
Diveriions, have fomething more of humanity in 
them, and are eafier of accefs. Their Miftrefles 
and Confidents make good ufe of thofe follies by 
which they are poflefs'd. Their fouls are more 
open, but their conduft is more uncertain. Paffion, 
with them, always prevails above Friendlhip ; and 
they look upon the duties of fociety, as an infiip 

portable 
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portable burden. Therefore, to converfe with 
them, you muft follow the courfe of their plea- 
fureis, confide but little in them, and get what you 
can from them. 

The greateft art confifts in knowing thefe tw6 
forts of perfons well. As long as you are engag'd 
in the world, you muft comply with its makims ; 
becaufe nothing is more unprofitable, than the wif- 
dom of thofe perfons who fet up for Reformers 
of the age. 'Tis a part a man cannot aft long^ 
without ofi^ending his friends, and rehdring him- 
felf ridiculous. 

In the mean time, moft of thefe Reformedl 
have their views, their interefts, and their cabals* 
*Tis to no purpofe to expofe them -, for all that is 
faid of them, either at court, or upon the ftage, docs 
not difcourage them. Hearken to their Remon- 
ftrances, and they will immediately become your 
Matters ; give no attention to them, and you muft 
expeft they'll be your Enemies. As long as for- 
tune fmiPd upon them, they enjoy'd her favours ^ 
and when they happen to fall into dilgrace, they 
feck to raife and advance their Intereft, by afFeft* 
ing a reputation of integrity. To what purpofe is 
it, for a man to hate in another, the Fortune hd 
would not negleft for himfelf ? Their Averfidn is 
leVelPd at thofe who are Candidates for favours ; 
their Envy at thofe that obtain them ; and their 
Spite at the perfons that diftribute them : to havd 
their efteem, or their friendfhip, one muft be dead, 
or at leaft very miferable. 

1 know that a man of fenfe is always to be pi- 
tied in adverfity, and a fop always to be defpisM, 
let his fortune be what it will : but to hate Fa- 
vourites, purely out of hatred to Favour ; and to 
love the miferable, merely out of the confideratioa 
of their Difgrace, is a very odd fort of conduft i 
uneafy to one's felf, infupportabk to others, and 

C always 
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always prejudicial. Neverthelefs, difference of tem- 
per (hews all thefc different effedb in the life of 
Courtiers. 

We have already obferv'd, that there are many 
perfons at Court, that break with their friends, at 
the very moment that any misfortune happens to 
them ; that have neither friendfhip ribr averfionj 
but what is meafur*d by Intereft. Whofoever is 
Hot ufeful to them never wants Faults ; but he 
that can be ferviceable to them is all Perfec- 
tion. There are others, who are not fatisfy'd with 
deferting the Unfortunate ; but even infult them irt 
their misfortunes. The more cringing and abjedt 
thefe men are in their adulations to the Favourites^ 
the more forward they are to affront thofe that 
are fallen into difgrace. 

To fpeak the truth, if the morofe humour of 
thofe who rail at Fortune continually is extrava-^ 
gant, the proftitution of thofe who faaifice even 
their Friends to her is as infamous. There is 
a )uft medium between Bafenefs and falfe Gene- 
rofity i there is a true honour that regulates the 
Conduct of reafonable perfons. An honefl man 
may be allowed to have his Ambition and Intereft ; 
but he ought not to purfue them by any other than 
lawful means. He may have Addrefs and Skill 
without Subtlety •, Dexterity without Deceit ; and 
Complaifance without Flattery. 

When he is a friend of the Favourites, he par- 
takes agreeably of their fecrets : if they happen to 
fall, he fhares in their misfortunes as he did in 
their favours. The fame addrefs that knew how 
to pleafe them, can give them comfort •, he makes . 
their misfortunes lefs troublelbm, as he rendered 
their pleafure more agreeable ; he manages his 
good offices with dexterity, without injuring either 
his fidelity or fortune ; and thus he afts more con- 
veniently for- himfclf, and more advantageoufly for 

his 
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his friends. Generally (peaking, he is more hearty 
than thofe who feek their own glory in afliflin 
others ; who aim at nothing but to recommen 
themfelves, by giving teftimonies of their cOn- 
ftancy, and who prefer the noife of a goOd ac- 
tion, before the good of thofe they defign tQ 
oblige. 

Of thefe two forb of perfbns, the firft pretend 
to keep at a diftance from the unfortunate, that 
they may be more capable of ferving them ; the 
others run after them, to tell them how they are 
to manage themfelves. Whilft the firft are con- 
ceai'd, and only think how to relieve the afflifted; 
the others love nothing fo much, as to exercifc 
a wild and imperious generofityj and to domi- 
neer over thofe that ftand in need of their 
credit. 

I have gone too far in this difcourfe : I fhall 
tonclude it with a word or twoj concerning the 
opinion one Ihodd entertain of Favourites. 

In my mind, their greatnels ought never tdi 
dazzle our eyes 5 we may judge of them, withirt 
our felves, as we do of other men : either efteeni 
or defpife them, according to their Perfeftions or 
Defefts ; love or hate them^ according to the 
Good or Dl they do us. I am likewife of opinion^ 
that we ought never td be wanting to pay that 
acknowledgment which is due to them^ carefully 
to conceal the flights and difgufts we receive ac 
their hands : and when honour pr intereft woiild 
carry us to revenge, to refpeft the inclination of 
the mafter, in the perfon of the enemy ; not tcf 
confound the publick good with our own; and 
never to make a Civil War of a private Quarrel. 

To defpife, or hate them, are free motions,* fo 
long as we keep them to our felves -, but wheri 
they carry us to things wherein the State is con- 
i:crn*d, we are accountable to it for our aftiohs i 

6 2 md 
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and its juftice has a right to punilh fuch a cri- 
minal condu&. 

ALE TT E R 

To Count D'Olonne '. 

You left me yefterday in a Converiation that! 
infenfibly became a furious Diipute ; in which 
every thmg was (aid, that can be alledged Pro 
and Cotiy either for die diigrace or advantage of 
Learning. You tnay eafily guefs at the contending 
parties } and you know diey had bodi of them a 
great concern in maintaining their caufe : B a u t r u ^ 
having no great obligation to nature for his Ge- 
nius ; and the Commandeur ' may fay, widiout be* 
ing ungrateful, that he owes his talent neither to 
Arts nor Sciences. 

The difpute was occafiM*d t^ the commenda- 
tions beflow'd on the Queen of Sweden ♦, for the 
great variety of her knowledge ; when the Com- 
mandeur, all on the fudden, rofe from his chair, 
and taking off his hat with a particular air, G^i- 
tlemen, fays he, if the Queen of Sweden had known 
no more than the cuftoms of her own Country, 
fhe had continued there ftill. To learn our Lan- 
guage and Fafhions, to put herfelf in a condition 

of 

^ Count d^Olonm was of tbi Hwft of U TmmrnUe. 
* WiUUm BoMiru, Count of Serrgnt. Seo M. Baylies Di^Udry^ 
in the Article Bautm. 

' XAr Comnumdenr do Jars^ of the Tamily of tLnb^otH 

Uttdtm 

^ $tuin Ckrifina was thin (i^$0 ^ France, 
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of making a figure eight days in France, flie has 
loft her Kingdom. See what her Knowledge 
and fine Learning, which you cry up fo much, are 
come to ! 

Bautru feeing fiich an injury done to the 
Queen of Sweden, whom he fo highly efteems ; 
and to Learning in general, which he has fo great 
ja value for, without^ any regard for the Company 
began with a great oath, and faid, *Tis a piece 
of the higbeft injujiice^ to impute to the ^een of 
Sweden as a Crime^ the nobleji Action of her Life. 
As for your averfton to the Sciences^ I dorlt at all 
wonder at it : this is not the firft time you have 
Jbevo^d your contempt of them. If you read the mofi 
common Hifiories^ you would know that her conduit 
is not without example. Charles V. was no lefs 
celebrated for abdicating his Kingdoms^ than for his 
Conquejls : did not D i o ci. £ s i a n quit the Empire^ 
and SvLLA the Diffatorjbip ? But all tbofe things 
are utterly unknown to you ; and^ ^tis downright madr 
nefs to dijpute with an Illiterate, fo conclude^ Where 
can you find me an extraordinary man^ who ivas not 
a man f^ Letters ^ and acquired Knowledge ? 

He began with Monfieur le Prince *, and 
went on as far as Cesar ; from Cesar to 
Ale^^ander the Great ; and would have traced 
up' the matter much higher, had not the Com^p 
mandeur interrupted him with fo much vehemence, 
that he was forced to hold his tongue, 

In trothy fays hc» Tou tell us mighty feats here^ 
with your Cesars and Alexanders, For 
my party I dotft know whether they were learned or 
unlearned ; it Jigmfies nothing to me. But this I am 
fure ofy that ever Jince I knew the worlds no Genr 
tlemen were put to Jludy^ tut only fucb as were de- 
ftgned for the Church \ and ey^n the generality of 

Q 3 ^bem^ 

I So th$ Pttmkiffid t9 cmH tbt Prms of Condi, 
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$bem, content tbemfelves with the Latin of their Ma- 
nual. As for thoje that were defignedfor the Courts, 
cr for the yirmy^ they wen^ fairly and honeftly to the 
Academy^ to learn to ride the great borfe^ to dance^ 
to fence^ to flay upon the Lute^ to vaults a tinRure 
ef the Mathematichy and that was all. ^here were in 
France a tkoufand hrave^ valient^ and accomplijb^d 
Gentlemen. Thus iheTn^KUES * and the Bel- 
h'E gardes'^ were formed. Latin! in mytime^La- 
tin! it had been a fcandal for a Gentleman to be 
acquainted with it. I know the great qualities ef 
Monfteur le "Prince^ and am his humble Servant. But 
I muft tell you J that the late Connejlable ^Mont- 
morency knew how to maintain his credit in the 
Provinces^ and bis inter ejl at Courts and yet was not 
able to read. Little Latin^ ^fah ^^ iP^^ French. 

It happened luckily for the Commandeur that his 
ndverfary had the Gout : otherwife he had reveng'd 
the quarrel of Latin, with fomething more efie£hial 
than mere blufter and words. The Conteft was 
renewed afrefh ; the former being refolv'd. Si- 
be as^ like, to die a martyr for his opmion, and 
the other ftUl nriaintatning the caufe of ignorance, 
with a great deal of honour and refolution ; when a 
charitable Prelate % who chanced to be in the room, 
interpofed to accommodate the difference ; being 
ravifhed to meet fo favourable an opportunity to 
fliow his Wit and Learning. He coughed thrice 
very methodically, and then turning himielf to- 
wards the Doftor, he thrice iheer*d (as your men 
of the world do) at our pleaiant Ignoramus ; and 

when 



^ Paul dt la BAftht, Manfibal di TUnms. 

7 The Duke of BilUgarde, Gnat Mafier rf th Bcrfe. Sa tin, 
^emoires des Hoiiuqc& illiiftres of Brantome* FoL IIL 

* The Hero of a fmall Treatjfi of Theophtle^ wherein a Po- 
iant is well cbaroBtrixjtd. See the Second Part of his Works eh 
iout the Beginning. 

^^ M% do Lajiuardin^ Bifhef of Afiin;* 
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when he thought he had compofed his countenance 
well enough, dighis gubernantibus vocem '% he ipoke 
after this manner: 

/ tnuji tell yoUj Gentlemen^ I muft tell you^ that 
Learning adds to natural Abilities ; and likewife that 
the gifts of nature pve a grace to Learning. A Ge-^ 
nius of it felf without rule and art^ is like a torrent 
that runs down with impetuoufnefs : and Knowledge 
without natural Parts^ nfembles thofe dry and barren 
fields^ that are fo difagreeable to tbeftght. Now Gen- 
tlemen^ the buftnefs is how to reconcile what you have 
fo unadvifedly divided ) and fo re-e/labli/h an l/nion 
where you have made a Divorce^ Learning is no- 
thing in the world but a perfeSl Knowledge^ and Art 
is nothing but a rule that direEts Nature. JVou^d yoUy 
Sir, addreffing himfelf to the Commandeur, be ig- 
norant of the things you fpeak of and value your 
felf only upon a natural Genius, which is irregular,- 
and far from perfeSfion ? And you, Mr. B a u t r u, 
will you renounce the natural beauty of the mind, to 
rendfir your felf a flave to troiihlefome precepts and 
horrovf)i knowledge ? Come, come, replied bluntly 
the Commandeur, let us make an end of this dtf 
courfe ; / wou*d rather bear with his Knowledge and 
bis Latin, than with the long harangue you have made 
us here. 

The good man B a u t r u, who was not of aa 
irreconcilable nature, was, immediately appeased j 
and to quit fcores with the Commandeur, prefer'd 
his agreeable Ignorance to the magnificent words 
of the Prelate ; who, for his part, went off with 
a profound Contempt for both,^ and a deep Satis^ 
fat^on in himfelf. 



4 
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A LETTER 

To MONSIEUR ***. 

YOU acquaint me. Sir, that you arc in love 
with a Prbteftant Lady -, and that were it 
not for the difference of Religion, you could re- 
folve to marry her. If you are of fuch a temper, 
as not to be able to bear the thought of being 
feparated from your Wife in the other world, I 
advife you to marry a Rqman-Catholick. But if I 
were jnclin'd to alter my condition, I (hould wil- 
lingly marry a woman of a different Religion from 
mv own : for I fhould be afraid, left a Catholick 
thinking her felf fecure of poflTefling her Husband 
in the next world, fhould bethink her felf of en- 
Joying a Galant in this. 

Befides, I have an uncommon thought, which, 
however, I believe to be true, viz. That the Pro- 
teftant Religion is as advantageous to Husbands, as 
the Catholick is favourable to Lovers. 

That Chriflian Liberty which the Proteftants boaft 
of, creates a certain fpirit of Refiflance, which bet- 
ter fecures the wQmen againft the infinuations of 
their Lovers : whereas the fubmifTion which the R07 
mifh Perfuafion requires, ^does, in fome meafure, 
incline them to fuffer themfelves to be overcome : 
and indeed, a' foul that can fubmit to grievous Pe- 
nances, muft needs give way to pleafurable Im- 
prefSons. 

A regular Life is the rnain fcope of the Reformed 
Religion ; and Regularity eafily begets Virtue. The 
Romifh makes women far more Devout j- and De- 
yptlon eafily purns intq Love. 

The 
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The one thinks it is fufEcient to forbear what is 
forbidden : the other, who admits of works of Su- 
pererogation, allows herfelf fome irregularities, tho 
forbidden^ becaufe (he does a great deal of good 
which is not exafted from her. 

With the firft, the Church is a fecurity to Hus^ 
bands ; with the other, a plaCe of the greateft 
danger. AncJ, indeed, the Objedb of mortification 
in our Churches, do frequendy enough inlpire 
Love. In the pidure, for inftance-fake, of M a r y 
Magdalen, the reprefentation of her Repen- 
tance, will, in old women, raife an idea of her 
auftere Life ; but the young will take it for a lan- 
guifliment of her Paffion : and whiltt the good Mo- 
ther defigns to imitate the Saint in her fufferings, 
the melting Daughter thinks only on the Sinner, 
and amoroufly revolves the occafion of her Repen- 
tance. 

Thofe penitent Ladies, who in a Convent mourn 
for the fins they have committed in the world, 
are an example for pleafure^ as well as for grief : 
nay, perhaps they beget a Confidence in finning, 
by affording the profped of a Refource in repent- 
ing. A woman does not feparately contemplate 
part of their Lives, but propofes the whole to her 
imitation ; and giving her felf up to Love while 
fhe is young, Ihe relerves her tears for the com- 
fort of her old age. In that melancholy period 
of life, fo very fubjed to pain, 'tis a kind of plea- 
fure to mourn for one's Sins, or at leafl: a diver- 
fion for tears, which fliould be beftow*d on one's 
infirmities. 

Then, fay you, lam entirely fafe with a Protejlant : 
to which I anfwer what honeft Hippoth adeits 
faid to Panurge : Tes^ atft pleafe God\ He 
that's wife, trufts to Providence j depends upon 

it 

! Sii Rabelais^ Book III^ Chaf, 50^ 
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k for his fecurity ; and op himfelf for a quiet 
mind. 






OF PLEASURES. 

To the Count D*Olonne«, 



YOU alk me what I am doing in the Country? 
I talk with all forts of people, I think of aH 
manner ef fubjeds, and medicate i^khi none. 
The truths I look for, need not be narrowly 
fearch*d into : and, befides, I avoid having too 
long and too ferious a Converiation with my felf 
about any thing. Solitude imprints upon us I 
know not what fort of dreery fadnefs, barely by 
putting us upon thinking on the wretdiednefs of 
our condition. 

If a man intends to l>ve happy, he muft makt 
but few refle6tions upon Life, but often depart, 
as it were, from himfelf, and amidft the diverfions 
which exterior obje6ls furnifh him with. Ileal from 
the knowledge of his own miferies. 

DivertifementSj or Diver/ions^ have borrowed their 
name from the Diver/ion they give us, from lad 
a^d tirefome obje6ts, to thofe that are pleafing 
and ^reeable : which fuffidently fliews, how dir- 
ficult it is to overcome the hardlhips of our con- 
dition by any force of mind, but that a man 
may ingenioufly decline them by dexterity and ad* 
drefs. 

'Tis the diftinguilhing Character of God alone, 
thj^t he c^n contemplate himfeU^ and in himfelf 
find his Felicity and Repofe. We can hardly caft 

Qur 
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our eyes upon our felves, but we there difcover 
a thpufand Defefts, which oblige us to feek elfe- 
where what is wanting in ourlelves. 

Glory, Reputation, Riches, Amours, and weUr 
manag'd Pleafures, are a mighty relief againft the 
rigours of Nature, and the miferies of Life. And, 
indeed, the principal end for which Wifdom was 
given us, was to dire£t us in the enjoyment of 
Pleafures : but for all the excellence of that Virtue^ 
we (hall find it (lands us in fmall (lead, when we are 
either rack'd with Pain, or alarmed with the ap* 
proache^ of Death. 

P o s s I D o N I u s*s philoibphy prompted him to 
fay, in the (harpeft fits of the Gout, ^bat the Gout 
was not Evil •, but his Pain was not a whi( t}\e lels 
for it S o c R A T £ s's Wifdom made him di(courfe 
a great deal at his death ; but his uncertain Rea- 
fonings perfuaded neither his friends, nor himfelf; 
9f the truth of what he faid. 

I know fome people, who difturb the joys of 
their ferenel^ days, by the coittemyplat^on of a fo- 
lemn Death ; anq, as if they were nojc born to live 
In the world, they only think on the maaaer of 
going o;ut of it. In the mean time, it comes to 
pais, that the extremity of Pain da(hes to pieces 
their fine refolutions, when they (land mod in need 
of them 5 that a fever thrown them into a delirium ; 
or that doing every thing prepofterpufly, they are 
drangely fond of Life, when they muft rcfolve to 
quit it : 



Oculifque errantibus alto 
^afivii cah lucem, ingemuifque repertd \ 

Yirg. iEneid. Lib. IV. 

For 

* Tbrici fff^d ker heavy eyes, and fiught the Lights 
But having found it^ ficken^d at the fight ; 
jinA^ dos'd her lids, at haft, m §ndkfs Night. 

Drydeiu. 
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For my own part, as I ever liv*d at a venture, I 
ihall be contented to die in the fame nianner : 
and fince Prudence had fo fmall a (hare in the 
actions of my Life, I (hould be fbrry fhe fliould 
^ake upon her to controll its end. 

To fpeak foberly, all the circumftances of Death 
regard only thofe that remain behind us. Weak- 
neis or Refbludon, all is equal at the laft mo- 
ment : and 'ds ridiculous to imagine, that this 
can fignify any thing to thofe who are going to 
be nothing themfelves. There's nothing that 
can effedually conquer the horror of this diflblu- 
tion, but the perfuafion and confident expedtation 
of another Life, with fuch a compofure of mind, 
as to hope every thing, and fear nothing. After 
all, we muft infenfibly go whither fo many brave 
and good men are gone before us, and whither 
we (hall be followed by fo many odiers. 

If I difcourfe fo much upon Death, after having 
faid that the contemplation of it is irkfome, 'tis 
becaufe it is almoft impoffible not to make fomc 
Refle6bions upon a thing fo very natural Nay, 
it would be a kind of effeminacy not to dare to 
think of it : but let people fay what they will, I 
cannot approve a particular ftudy of it *, for fudi 
an employment is too inconfiftent with the en- 
joyment of Life. We may fay the fame thing of 
Sadnefs and all forts of Sorrows : a man cannot ab- 
folutely difingage himfelf from them ; and I think 
them not only allowable, but reafonable on fome 
occafions. Indifference is fcandalous in fome forts 
of mbfortunes ; and a tender concern is juftly felt 
upon the difgrace of a true Friend : but then our 
grief ought to be rare, and foon laid afide ; whercr 
as joy ought to be frequently and artfully enter- 
tained. 

We can never beftow too much addrels on the 
Management of our Fleafures » and> after all, the 

moft 



M. DE ST. EVREMOND. 41 

Inoft skilful do feldom relifli them well, A long 
preparation, by taking away the furprize, deprives 
us of what's moft quick and exquifite in them. 
If we take no care of them, we enjoy them pre- 
pofteroufly, in a hurry inconfiftent with Politenefi^ 
and a true nice Tafte. 

An imperfeft enjoyment is attended with Regret i 
a forfeit of pleafure with Dilguft. There's a cer- 
tain nick of time, a certain medium to be ob^ 
ferv'd, with which few people are acquainted. We 
much enjoy the prefent Pleafures, without impair- 
ing the future *. 

Neither ought the thought of wifli'd-for goods 
to appal the relifh of thofe we poflefs. This made 
the greateft men among the Antients fet fo great 
a value upon fuch a moderation as may be ftyPd 
Oeconomy, in things either defir'd or obtained. 

As you do not cxaft from your friends fuch a 
r^ularity as may lay a conftraint upon them, I 
communicate to you the Refledions I have made 
without any order, and juft as they occur in my 
mind* 

All men are by nature prompted to gratify their 
Pleafures, tho difFerendy, according to the difference 
of humours and tempers. The Senfual abandon 
tbemfelves grofly to their appetites, indulging them- 
felves, like other animals^ in all natural enjoy- 
ments. 

The Voluptuous receive an impreflion upon the 
fenfes, that reaches the very SouL I don't mean 
that Soul purely intelligent, from whence proceeds 
the moft exquifite light of Reafon ; but a Soul 
more mix'd with the body, which is affedled by 
all fenfible things, apd knows and relifhes plea- 
fures. 

The 



* See the OhfervitUnt on the Morals of Eptcunis, in the 
fecond Velfme* 
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The mind has a greater fhare in the tafte of tb& 
Nice, than in that of others. Were it not for the 
Nice, Gallantry had been unknown ; Mufitk harih 
and uncouth ; and Meals coarle and nafty. To 
them we are indebted for the ernditm luxus of 
Petronius, and all thofe polite and exquifite 
diicoveries which our refin'd age has made. 

I have made other obfervations upon .the Ob^ 
jefts that pleafe us ; and metliinks I have remarked 
very particular differences in the impreflions they 
make upon us. 

There is a flight fort of impreflion, that does, 
as it were, but glance upon the Soul, awake its fen- 
fitive part, and employ it about agreeable Objedte, 
on which it dwells with complacency, ^idiout ci- 
ther care, or much attention. 

There is a fort of foft and voluptuous impreA 
fions, which melt, as it were, and delidoufly difiufe 
themfelves over the Soul •, from whence arifes 
that fweet and dangerous labels, or indiffe- 
rence, which robs the mind of its vivadty and 
vigour. 

There are moving Objeds, which make their im- 
preflion on the heart, and flir up its affeftion. 
There are othersj which by a fecret Charm, hard 
to be exprefs'd, keep the Soul in a kind of In- 
chantment. There are others again fo . very keen, 
that they touch the Soul to the quick, and give 
it a pleafing fmart. Beyond this, are the Raptures 
and Swoonings, which proceed from a difpropof- 
tion between the fenfe of the Soul, and the impref- 
fion df the Obje<5t; In the firft, the Soul is tranf- 
ported by a kind of Ravilhment ; and in the other. 
It finks under the weight of its Plcafure, if one 
may fo fpeak. 

This is what I had to fay to you about Pleafures : 
it now remains, that I fay fomething of the Mind, 

when 
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when it comes to it felf again, and is reftor'd to 
its natural ftate. 

As light and wandring Minds never enjoy them- 
selves ; fo on the contrary, the thinking and fatur- 
nine are ftill converfant with themfelves ; and it is 
to be fear'd, that ihftead of tailing the fwects of 
true Repofe, thei^ lazy and unadive applicatioA 
may throw them into Wearifomnels. However, 
that time which a man renders tedious to himfelf,. 
by his Allien humour, is no left plac*d to his ac- 
count, than the Iweeteft part of Life. Thofe me- 
lancholy hours, which we would fain paft away 
with precipitatioh, do full as much contribute td 
make up the number of our days, as thofe that 
cfcape us with regret. 

I am none of thofe, who fpend dieir time in 
complaining of their condition, inftead of think- 
ing how to alleviate it. 

Unhappy Knowledge^ fource of all our ivd^s^ 
Dejtru^ive of our Pleafure and Repofe, 
Why^ wbenfome dire mifcbance has been fujiain^d^ 
Should the ungratrfal image be retairfd ? 
Muft we to grief fuch flavifh homage pay^ 
As ftgb our beft^ our dearefi hours away ? 
Or to improve the prejfures of our doom^ 
Mud we bewail the paft^ or fear the Ills to come ? 

I freely leave thofe Gentlemen to their mUr- 
murs, and endeavour to extraft fome comfort from 
thofe very things they repine at. I entertain 
my felf with an agreeable remembrance of p^ft 
enjoyments, and with pleafant ideas of what is to 
come. 

If I am oblig'd to regret any thing, my Re- 
grets are rather fentimenrs of tendernefs than of 
grief: and, if in order to avoid Evil, we muftne- 
ceflarily forefee it, my forefight never goes fo far 

as 
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as fear. *Tis my aim, that the confciou&efs of 
feeling nothing that troubles me, and the confi- 
deration of feeing my felf free, and matter of my 
felf, fhould give me the Ipiritual pleafure of good 
Epicurus. I mean tnat agreeable Indolence^ 
which is not a ftate without either grief or plea- 
fure, but the nice fenfe of a pure Joy, which pro- 
ceeds frotn a repofe of confcience, and a ferenity 
of mind. 

After all, what Pleafure foever we find in out 
felves, let us take care not to dwell too long at 
home. 'Tis an eafy paflage from thefe fecret 
joys to inward griefs ; fo that there is no lefs 
good husbandry required in the enjoyment of our 
own goods, than in the ufe of thofe that are ex-^ 
ternal. 

Who knows not that the Soul is tir'd with being 
always in the fame ftate ; and that, at long run, ic 
would lofe all its vigour, if it were not awaken'd 
by its paffions. 

If a man intends to live happy, he muft make 
but few refle6tions upon Life ; but often depart, 
as it were, fi-om himfelf, and umidft the diverfions 
which exterior objefts furnifh him with, fteal from 
the knowledge of his own miferies. 

N^er break thy reft with the deftgns of Fate ; 
For be that ftill improves bis prefent ftate^ 
^bat follows time^ infenftble of fears ^ 
And counts ins Pleafures^ rather than his years i 
With eafe and freedom taftes the prefent Joy^ 
And diftant Jlh do n^er bis thoughts employ, 
. His mind unbent^ in innocent Repofe^ 
No real grief no gloomy moments knows. 

He keeps a fweet remembrance of the paft^ 
And bugs the prefent while the tranfports laft : 
He fteds from the chagrin the future gives ^ 
Andy as the happy minutes come^ he livesj 

He 
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He rules bis Paffions with a fov^reign fwa'j^ 
And makes inferior Appetites obey. 
Sometimes his Reafon meets the coming joy. 
And with King Natures Dilates does comply^ 
Favour he thinks a hlejftng worth defire^ 
And Glory dois lis aSlive foul infpire : 
Tet both be fe^s Without a jealous eye^ 
And Stat^'Convuijions dorft his reft deftroy. 

From Virtues golden mean he never fwerves^ 
And neither fears the thunder^ nor deferves. 

In th^ fame ftream bis Joys and Virtues fUfW^ 
He looks on Heav*n^ yet fcorns not Earth belowi 

When Natufi fummons to another ftate^ 
He does not vainly murmur at his Fate. 
' Dull Volumes of the Schools he throws away'i 
' And Heaiftls Decrees does patiently obey. 

> 

This k thtf utmoft of what the Philofophy of 
Epicurus and Aristippus can afford to thcif 
followers : but true Chriftians, far more happy by 
the purity of the Precepts of the Gofpel, will taftc^ 
the fweets of an innocent Life, which will be ftill 
attended by a greater Felicity^ 

A JUDGMENT 

On the SCIENCE^ to which aGentkfful$ 

may affly hmfelf^ 

YOU aik me niydpinion, dbout thctfe ScieftCei 
to which 'a Gentlemant may apply himfelfl 
I will give you it very impartially, without pre^ 
tending to determine any man's Judgment by minfc:» 
VpLt D 1 
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i never was much addifted to Reading \ and if 1 
employ any hours that way, they are the mod idle, 
without defign, without order, when I cannot enjoy 
the Converfation of ingenious Gentlemen, and find 
my felf debarred from pleafurable entertainments. 
Do not therefore expett that I fhould fpeak to 
you profoundly of thofe things, which I have but 
curforily examined, and upon which I have but 
flight Refledlions, 

Divinity feems to me verv conliderable, as it is 
a Science which refpedls Salvation : but in my 
judgment, it is become too common ; and 'tis ri- 
diculous, that even women fhould dare to debate 
queftions, which ought to be handled with a great 
deal of myftery and fecrecy. *Tis fuffident for us 
to be obedient and fubmiifive. Let us leave thi^ 
Doftrine wholly to our fuperiors, and follow with 
rcfpedt thofe that have die care of guiding us. 
Not but that our Doftors^ themfelves contribute to 
deftroy this deference, and ftart nice curiofities, whidi 
infenfibly lead us into Errors : for there is nothing 
{o well eftablifli'd by the confent of all nations, 
but they fubmit it to the extravagance of Reaibo- 
ing. They burn a man who is fb unhappy as 
not to believe a God, and at the fame time, *tis 
a queftion in the Schods, Whether there is pne^ 9r 
no ? By this means they ftagger weak underftand- 
ings, and caufe a fufbicion in the diilruftful; by 
this means they arm Uie furious, and permit them 
to find' out pernicious arguments, ^raereby they 
combat their own real fendments, and . the true 
imprefiions of nature. 

HoBBEs, the greatdl Gemus of England ' fince 
fi A c ON, would not, by his good will, fuffer A r is-> 
T o T L s to have fo much credit in Dirinity ; and 

makes 
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makes bis fubtleties the occafion of the feveral di- 
vlfioris in the Church. 

It proceeds, perhaps, from thefe forts of Rea- 
fonings^ diat the Divines are not fometimes the 
moft docile ; which gave occafion to the proverb^ 
That Phyficians and Divines rardy truji to Remedies 
and Religion. PU fay no more, but only wifh, that 
our Divines would treat of matters of Religion 
with more moderation ; and that thofe who ought 
to fubmit to them, would have Icfs curiofity* 

As Philofophj allows us a greater latitude Ift 
clunking, I have cultivated that ttudy a little more* 
When I had reached that part of a man's age, 
that fits his undcrftanding for the purfutt of Know* 
ledge, I had a curious defire to comprehend the 
nature of things ^ and my prefumption foon per- 
fuaded me, that I was acquainted with it* Th^ 
leaft Proof feem'd to me a Demonftration, and a 
Probabifity pafi'd for a Truth % nor can I exprefi 
to you with what contempt I look*d down upon 
thole whom I thought to be ignorant of thofe 
things, which I fancy'd my felf to know perfedly 
Weli At length, whert Age, and Experience, which 
unhappily never comes before the other, had fug* 
gefted to me ferious Reflections, I began to lay 
afidc a Science always contefted, and about which 
the greateft men ever had different fentiment^ 
I knew from the univerfal confent of Nations, that 
Plato, Ari STotLE,Z£No, andEpicuRus, 
bad been the luminaries of riicir age ; and yet 
there was nochmg fo contrary as their Opinionsi 
Three thoufand years after, I found them equally 
difputed ; fticklers on all fides, but nothing of" 
certsunty on any. In the midft of thefe Medita-' 
dons, which infenfibly undeceived me, 1 had the cu» 
riofity to fee Gass£k0us, the moft knowing 
ftnd the \t2& prefuming of all Philolbphers, After 
ftveral long converfations, wherein he commtini^ 

D a catigd 
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catcd to me all that can be attaint by Reaibn ; he 
lamented, "That Nature bad given Jo large a /cope to 
our Curiofttyj and fucb narrow bounds to our Know- 
ledge ; adding, That be did not fay this to mortify 
the prefumption of others^ or: to make an oftentation 
bf bis own Humilit'j^ which is little better than down- 
right H'jpocrifj J that^ perhaps^ he was^ not ignorant 
what judgment might be made of feveral things ; 
but that be durft^ not be pofttive^ he was thoroughly 
acquainted with the moft inconftderable. Upon thb, 
a Science which I already fufpeiftcd, appeared too 
vain for me to fubjcft my felf to it any longer ; 
I broke off all commerce with it, and began to 
admire how it was poflible for a wife man to fpend 
his life in unprofitable inquiries* 

The Mathematicks have, indeed, much more 
certainty : but when I confider the profound me- 
ditation they require, and that they draw us from 
aftions and pleasures, to employ us entirely in fpe- 
culation, its Demonftrations feem to me very dear- 
bought ; and a man muft be very fond of Truth 
to purfue it at that price. You will tell me, that 
we have but few conveniences and ornaments of 
Life, but what we owe to this Science: I freely 
own it, and there are no commendations whidi 
1 will not beftow upon the great Mathematicians^ 
provided that I am not one of their number. I 
admire their inventions, and the works which they 
produce : but I am of opinion, that it is enough 
for perfons of good fenle, to know how to ap- 
ply them well ; for, in truth, 'tis more our iatereft 
to enjoy, than to know the world. 

There are no Sciences, in my opinion, that par- 
ticularly deferve the care of Gendemen, but Mora- 
lity^ Politicks^ and polite Learning. 

The firft has a relation to Reafon ; the fccond 
to Society ; the third to Converfation : the onq 
teaches us to govern our Paffions \ by the other 
., . wc 
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we are iiiftrufted in affairs of State, and how to 
regulate our conduft in employments ; the laft po- 
lilhes the mind, refines the manners, and makes 
us agreeable. 

Perfons of quality amongft the Antients, took a 
particular care to inftruft themfelves in all thefe 
things. Every one knows that Greece has produced 
the greateft Philofophers, and the greateft Le^ifla- 
. tors : and we cannot deny, but that other Nations 
have borrowed from them all the Politenels they 
can boaft of. 

The beginnings of Rome were rude and favage -, 
but that fierce Virtue, which would not let them 
pardon their own children, was advantageous to 
the Common-wealth. As their Reafon began to be 
more refin'd, they found a way to reconcile the 
motions of Nature with the love of their Country ; 
and, at length, they join'd Graces and Ornament, 
to Juftice and Reafon : infomuch that, in the lat- 
ter times, there was no perfon of any confideratipn, 
but who addifted himfelf to fome Seft or other 
of Philofophy ; not with a defign to compre- 
hend the prmciples and nature ot things, but to 
fortify the mind by the ftudy of Wifdom. 

As for Politicks^ 'tis fcarce to be believed, how 
early the Romans inftrudted themfelves in all the 
Interefts of their State -, with what aliiduity they 
apply'd themfelves to the knowledge of their Go- 
vernment and Laws, lb as to render themfelves 
capable of the affairs of Peace and War, even 
before they had made any publiqk trials of jpheir 
abilities. 

The leaft curious know how much they yfcrq 
afFefted widi polite Learning •, ^nd it is certain, th^t 
there were but few great men in Rome, who did 
not keep fome ingenious Grecians in their houfes, 
to entertain them with agreeable converfation. A- 
inongft a hundred examples which I could alledge, 

D3 1 
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I will content my felf with that of C e s a r, an4 
the fmgle authority of fo great a man, will juftify 
jny aflertion. 

Of all the fe6ls then in repute, he chofe diat 
of Epicurus, as ^ moft human, and moft 
conformable to his temper and his plcafurcs. For, 
there were two forts of Epicureans, the one liv*d 
JV retir*d ftudious Life, purfuant to the Precept of 
the lirft Inftitutor * : the other, who could not ap- 
prove the aufterity of too rigid a Philofophy, did 
therefore give way to more natural opinions. Of 
this laft dafe, were the greateft part of the inge- 
nious men of that time, who knew how to diftin* 
guifh the Gendeman from the Ma^ftrate, and ap- 
ply their cares to the Republick, in fuch a man-, 
ner, that there was time enough left both for 
their friends and for themfelves. It would be 
needlels to tell you, how well vers*d Cesar wa^ 
in affairs of State^ or to enlarge upon the dear^ 
neis of his Judgment, and politeneis of his Con- 
verfation : but this I will add, that he was able to 
dilpute the prize of Eloquence with Cicero \ and 
if he did not afFeft the reputation of it, no one 
can deny, but that he writ and ipoke infinitely more 
like a mw of equality, than that Orator. 

RBFLEO 
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REFLECTIONS 



On the different Genius of the 



ROMAN PEOPLE, 

Ac the difierenc timesof the Republick. 





C H A ?• I- 

Of the fabulous Original of the Ro-^ 
manSy and of their Genius under 
their Jirfi Kings. 



IT fares with the Original of Nations, as with 
the pedigrees of private perfons ; for as men 
cannot endure low and obfcure beginnings, fo 
thefe are often chimerical, and the former fabulous. 
Men are naturally defeftive in many things, and 
paturally vain^ among whom the Founders of, 

D 4 StatcS;^ 
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States, Legiflators, and Conquerors, not fatisfy*d 
with their human condition, whofe dcfedb and in- 
firmities they were but too well acquainted with, 
fi-equendy afcrib'd the caufes of their merits to 
fomething fupernatural. Hence it comes to pais, 
that the Ancients would very often claim a depen- 
dance upon fome Deity or other, cither upon the 
account of defccnding from it, gr elfe becaufe they 
Qwn'd themfelves obliged to its particular care and 
proteftion. Some perfons have feem*d to believe 
thefe (lories, purely f6r the fake of perfuading o- 
thers ; and have made an ingenious uie of an ad- 
vantageous deceit, which procured a veneration 
for their perfons, ^nd a fubmiffion to their au- 
thority. 

Others there were who flattered themfelves with 
fijch thoughts in good eameft. The contempt 
with v/hich they treated the reft of mankind, and 
the prefumptuous opinion they had of their own 
extraordinary qualities, occafion'd their fantaftic^l 
(barch after an original different from ours : but 
it has happened more frequently, that Nations, ci- 
ther to make themfelves honoured, or out of a 
principle of gratitude to thofe thsit had deferv*d 
cminendy of them, have made this fort of fables 
current. 

The Romans were not free from this vanity i 
npt content with their being related to Venus 
by ^ N E A s, who led the Trojans into Italy, they 
renewed their alliance with fhe Gods, by the fabu- 
lous birth of R o M u L u s ; whom they lupposM to 
be jhe Son of M a ^ s, and deify'd after his Death, , 
His Succeffor, Numa, had nothing that was dU 
vine in his race ; but the fandijty of his life gavp 
him credit enough, to pretend a particular corre- 
fpondence with the Goddefs E c e r i a ; which coni- 
ijiercc was of no fmall affiftance to him, towards 
the eftablifliment of his ceremonies. In ihort, if 

you 
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you will believe them, the greateft care of Deftiny 
was the foundation of Rome ; nay, they pretend, 
that Providence induftrioufly adapted the various 
inclinations of its Kings, .to the diflFerent heceflittes 
of that people. 

J hate an admiration founded upon Fables, or 
eftablilh'd by an erroneous judgment There are 
fo many realities to be admir'd amongft the Ro- 
mans, that we do them an injury, by endeavour- 
ing to advance them by ftories ; and the way to be 
truly juft to their memory, is to fet afide all vain 
commendations. In this defign, I have determined 
to confider them by themfelves, without the leaft 
regard to fond conceits, tho handed down by tradi- 
tion, and received. It would be too tedious a work, 
to give an exaft account of every thing ; but I 
Ihall not defcend into the particulars of adions. I 
Ihall content my felf, with tracing the Genius of 
fome n^emorable times, and the different fpirit 
with which Rome has been obferv'd to be variouQy 
animated. 

The Kings had fo litde a (hare in advancing the 
Greatnefe of the Roman People, that I don't think 
my felf obliged to beftow any particular con fide- 
rations upon them. *Tis widi reafon, that Hifto- 
rians have called their Reigns, The Infancj of Rome ; 
for *tis certain, that under them, (he made but a 
very inconfidcrable progre(s. To be convinced 
how inconfidcrable their aftions were, 'tis fuffi- 
cient to know, that feven Kings, at the end of 
two hundred and odd years, did not leave behind 
them a Dominion much larger than that of Parma 
9r Mantua. One fingle Battle, now a-days, won 
in a clofe Country, would draw a greater extent of 
Land after it. 

As for thofe various and Angular Talents which 
are afaib'd to each of them, by a myfterious Pro- 
vidence, *^is no more than what had before hap- 
pened 
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pen*d to fevcral other Princes : for 'tis rare to find 
a Succeflbr endowed with the fame qualities that his 
PrcdecefTor poifeis'd. The one, ambitious and 
active, employs all his thoughts about War : ano- 
ther, who naturally loves repofe, thinks it the 
traeft policy, to nuuntain himfelf in Peace: one 
makes Jufticc his principal virtue ; the odier is 
zealous for nothing, but what relates to Religion. 
Thus each purfues his own natural difpofidon, and 
is delighted in the exerdfe of his talent : nor can 
l^ny thing be more ridiculous, than to improve the 
mod common thing in nature into a Miracle. I will 
farther affert. That this difference of Genius was fo 
far from turning to the advantage of the Roman 
People, that the fmall prc^els they made under their 
Kings, in my judgment, is wholly to be imputed 
to it. Certainly nothing can be a greater hindrance 
to the advancing of any Nation, than this diverfity 
of temper : for it frequently makes us quit our 
real intereft, which we do not underftand, out of a 
defire to introduce fomething which we know better, 
but which, for the moil part, is not fuitable to 
our circumilances. 

Altho thefc new inftitutions fliould bring all the 
advantages we expcftcd from them, yet it frequently 
happens from the diverfity of applicarions, that fe- 
veral things are fortunately enough begun, that can- 
not be brought to a happy conclufion. 

The natural bent of the Roman People was alto- 
gether martial under Romulus. In Numa's 
reign nothing was done, but the eftablifhing of 
Priefts, and religious peribns« TullusHosti- 
L I u s found it no ealy matter to draw his fubjeds 
from fo pleafant an amufement to the military Di- 
fcipline ; which was hardly eftablifli'd when A r? c u s 
appeared on the ftage, whofe natural inclinadons 
led him to render the City more commodious and 
magnificent. The firft Ta r <iu i n, to give more 

dignity 



M. DE ST. BVREMDND. 59 

dignity CO the Senate, and more majefty to the 
Government, invented ornaments, and appoinced 
marks of diftin£tion. The principal aim of Se r- 
y I u s, was to have an cxsiA account of the Eftates 
of the Romans ; and according to thole, to divide 
them into Tribes, that fo they might all equally 
contribute to the publick neceffitics. " Ta r qjlt i m 
** the Proud, fays Florus, was extremely fer- 
•* viceable to his Country, becaufe his Tyranny 
♦* gave birth to the Republick '/* This is the dit 
courfe of a Roman ; who, altho born in the Reign 
of Emperors, could not forbear to prefer Liberty 
to their Government. My opinion is, that the 
Commonwealth may be juftly admir'd, without ad^ 
miring the method by which it was eftablifli*d. 

To return to thefe Kings : *tis certain, that af 
each had his particular talent, fo none of them 
was matter of a capacity large enough. Had Rome 
had one of thofe great Monarchs, who, by an unx- 
verfal and extenfive Genius, can grafp eveiy thing, 
Ihe (hould not have been under the neceflity of 
borrowing from different Princes, a few different 
inftitutions, which might eafily have been fettled 
during the Life of one Prince, 

The Reign of T a r qjj i n is as well known to 
the world, as the eftablifliment of Liberty. Pride, 
Cruelty, and Avarice, were his predominant qua- 
lities, but he wanted dexterity to manage his Ty- 
ranny. To define his conduft in a few words : 
he knew neither how to govern according to the 
Laws, nor reign againtt them. 

In a ftate fo violent for the People, and fo un- 
fecure for the Prince, there was nothing wanting, 
but an opportunity for Liberty, which was offered 

by 

' Poftremi, fuperbi illiui importutia domlnatio nonnihil^ 
immo vel piurimum profuit. Sic enim eSe^um eft ut agita- 
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b7 the death of the unfortunate Lucretia. 
This virtuous Lady, fb cruel to her own perfon^ 
could not forgive her felf for the crime of another : 
flie laid violent hands upon her felf, after (he had 
been ravifh'd by Sextus'; and bequeathed the 
revenge of her Honour to Brutus andCoLtA- 
TiNus. ^was then that this conftraint of hu- 
mours, fo long before pent up, broke out. 

It is inaedible how unanimoufly all tempers 
confpir*d to revenge the Death ofLucRETiA: 
the Pe(^le, to whom the flighteft matter fervid 
for a fpedous reafon, were more incens'd againft 
Sextus, for the violence Lucretia offered 
her felf, than if he had himfelf been the Murde- 
rer : and as it generally happens in tra^cal events^ . 
by the mixture of Pity and Indignation, every one 
a^ravared the horror of the Crime, by a com* 
paffion for this great but unfortunate Virtue. 

You may find in L i v r, the mod minute par* 
ticulars of the paffion and conduct of the Ro^ 
mans ^ : an odd mixture of fury and wifdom, ufually 
meeting in great Revolutions, where Violence pro- 
duces the fame effeds, that heroick Virtue doth, 
when it is accompanied with difdpline. *Tis cer- 
tain, that Brutus^ made an admirabl^ufe of the 
difpofitions of the people -, but to define him well, 
is a task of no fmall difficulty. 

The greatneis of a Republick admired by the 
whole world, has made the Founder of it admired 
without much examining his aftions. Every thing 
that appears extraordinary paiies for great, if ic 
be fuccelsfiil: as every thing which is great, ap- 
pears foolifli, when it meets a contrary event. A 

man 
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man ought to have liv'd in that age, nay, to have 
conversed with him, to be perfedly fatisfy'd, whe- 
ther he put his Sons to death out of a principle 
of heroick Virtue, or the hardnefe of a fierce and 
.unnatural temper. 

For my own part, Pm of opinion, that much 
of his condudl is owing to^ defign t his profound 
diffimulation, under the Reign of Ta r qjj i n, as 
well as his addrefs in .getdng Collatinus e- 
jefted out of die Confmftiip, is to me matter of 
a convincing nature. It mi^ht fo happen indeed, 
that his zeal for Liberty, fiifled in him the fenti- 
ments of nature ; and perhaps too, his own fecu- 
rity might fo far prevail upon him, that in this 
hard and melancholy choice of undoing himfelf, 
or undoing his Children, fo intimate and prefling 
a concern prevailed over the lafety of his Family : 
nay, who knows, but Ambition had a fhare in this 
aftion ? CoLLATiNus ruin'd himfelf, by fa- 
vouring his Nephews : , Brutus made himfelf 
mafter of the Commonwealth, by the rigorous pu- 
niflimeni; of his own Sons. That which may with 
ailiirance be affirm'd, is this, that there was fome* 
thing of fiercenefs in his nature ; whidi was, how- 
ever, the Genius of that time. A difpofition as 
favage as free, did then, and has very often Iince, 
produced miftaken Virtues. 
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CHAP. IL 

Of the Genius of the Romans in the 
heginnin^s of the Repuhftck. 

IN the firft rimes of the Republidc, the Peopfc 
were furious for Liberty and the publidc Good : 
the affedion they bore to their Country, fupprefs'd 
all the motions o( nature, and the zeal of the 
Citizen fobbed the man of himfelf. Sometimes^ 
thro' a fevagc Juftice, the Father caufed his Son 
to die for the performance of fomc extraordinary 
exploit^ contrary to his commands ; fomedmes he 
devoted himfelf as a vidKm, thn/ a fuperftiriort as 
cruel as it was ridiculous ; aS if the defign of Sa^ 
cicty was to oblige us to die, when it was inftf- 
tutcd to encourage us to lire with lefs danger, and 
with ^eatf r cafe. Valour had fomewhat nerce and 
wild m it, and an obftbacy in fighting fupp^cd the 
place of difdffine in war. In their Conquefts no* 
thing of generoficy, as yet, appeared ; it was not an 
a^iring ^irit, which fought after an ambitious 
iiq)eriority over others. To (peak properly, rhe 
Romans were troublefome and violent fieighbonrs, 
who were refolved to exclude the lawful owners 
from their habitations, and plough other peoples 
lands with their fwords in their hands. 

Oftentimes the viftorious Conful was of no bet- 
ter quality than the people he had conquered* 
The refufing the Spoil coft one his life -, the di- 
viding of it ^us'd the banifhment of another : 
they refofcd to go to war under the conduft of 
fome particular Generals ; and denied to conquer 
under others^ Sedition pa0ed eafily for an effeft 

of 
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of Liberty, which thought it felf wounded by an 
ablblute obedience, even to thofe Magiftrates whom 
they themfelves had created, and to thofe Cap* 
tains they had chofen. 

The Genius of this People was as ruftical as it 
was wild : Didbtors were fometimes taken from the 
plough, to which they returned again after their ex- 
pedition was over ; not fo much out of a preference 
of an innocent and undifturbed condition, as becaufe 
they had been accuitomed to an unpoiitc and un- 
fpciable fort of life. As for that Frugality which 
has been fo highly extoU'd, it was not a retrench- 
ing of Superfluities, or a voluntary abftincnce from 
things agreeable, but a grofs ufe of what they 
poflefs'd, and was next at hand. They were not 
ambitious after Ridies, bccaufe they knew nothing of 
them ; they were content with a little, becaufe they 
conceived no more ; and forbore thofe plcafures, 
of which they had ho idea. Neverthelej(s, for want 
of a due refleftion, thefe old Romans might be 
taken for the moft confiderable perfons in the 
world : for their Pofterity has confecrated the very 
leaft particulars of their aftions •, whether it is, thi: 
people natiu'ally refpcdl the beginners of great 
works, or that their ofispring, vain in all refpefts, 
were defu-ous that their Ancettors Ihould be mafters 
of Virtues, when they wanted Greatnefi, 

I know very well, that one may allcdge fome 
AdUons of fuch rare and noble Virtue, that they 
will fcrve for patterns to all ages : but then thefe 
Were the aftions of particular perfons, who had 
nothing in themfelves of the genius of that time ^ 
or clfe they were aftions of a Angular nature^ 
which (as it were) efa^)ed men by chance, and 
had nothing common with the ordinary courfe of 
their lives. 

However, it is to be acknowledged, that Man- 
ners fo unpoliihed and ruftical, were agreeable 

I enough 
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enough to a rifing Coirimonwealth. This rougti- 
nefs of natural temper, which never yielded to dif- 
ficulties, eftablilhed Rome On a ftroi^er founda- 
tion, than a more gende and tradable difpofidon^ 
tho more civilized and radoiial, could have done. 
But, to fpeak properly, this quality confider'd id 
it felf, was veiy favage ; and deferves no refpedt^ 
but becaufe it hath the recommendadon of And- 
quity, and becaufe it gave a beginning tof the 
greateft Empire in the univerie* 




CHAP. IIL 
Of the frfi Wan of the Rmans. 

THE firft Wars of the Romans were of very 
great importance, in relpeft to themfclvesi 
but litde remarkable, if we except the extraordi- 
nary a&ions of fome pardcular pcrfons. It is cer- 
tain, that the intereft of the Commonwealth de^ 
pended vifibly upon them, fince there was a like- 
lihood of their returning under the fubjedion of 
the Ta rqjj ins; fince Rome could not prcferve it 
felf from the refentment ofCoRioLANus, but 
by the tears of his Mother ; and that the defence 
df the Capitol was the laft refource of the Romans ^ 
when, after the defeat of their forces, their very 
City was taken and lacked by the Gauls. But con^ 
fidering theie expeditions in themfelves^ it will be 
found, that they were rather tumults than real 
wars : and to (peak the truth, if the Lacedemonians 
had feen the military Diiopline which the Romans 
pradifed in thofe times, I queftion not, but they. 
3 - . would 
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would have reckon'd thofe people Barbarians, who 
took off the bridles of their horfcs, to make their 
Cavalry the more impetuous in their charges ; a 
nation who trufted their fecurity and guard with 
Geefe and Dogs, whofc negligence they punifh'd, 
and whofe watchfulnefs they recompensed. This 
rude way of making war, lafted a long while ; 
and the Romans gained many conliderable Con- 
quefts with an indifferent capacity : they were a 
people of great Bravery, but little Skill, who en- 
countered adverfaries leis couragious, and more 
ignorant ; but becaufe their Generals were called 
Confuls^ their Troops Legions^ and their Soldiers 
Romans^ there has been more afcribed to the va- 
nity of names, than to the reality of things ; and 
without examining the diftinftioa of times and per- 
fons, fome people have pretended that they were 
the fame Armies under the command of Ca- 
MiLLus, Manlius, Cincinnatus, Pa- 
piRius Cursor, and Curius Dentatus, 
as under S c i p i o, M a r i us, Sy ll a,^P o m p e y,, 
and Cesar. 

What, indeed, may with juftice be affirm*d of 
the firft ages, is an extraordinary Courage, a great 
SLufterity of Life, a great affection for their Coun- 
try; In the latter times; an equal ifaare of VMour, 
a great skill in War, and every thing elfe ;. but 
withal, a great deal of corruption. 

This is the reafon why nien of integrity', to whom 
vice and luxury were odious, were not fatisfied with 
admiring the Probity of their Anceftors, ' unlefs they 
extended their admiration to all that belonged to 
them; without diftinguilhing wherein they had 
Merit, and wherein they had it not. Thofe who 
had occalion to complain of the age they liv*d in, 
have given a thouland encomiums to Antiquity, 
from which diey could fuffer nothing : and thofe 
whofe morofe humour inclines 'em to find fault with 

Vol I. E . ' every 
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cwry thing prcfent, cry'd up, thix>' caprice^ what 
was paft. The more knowing perions^ indeed, wanc^ 
cd not diicernment ; and being fenfible aU ages 
hzsrc their imperfe£licMis and virtues* they form'd a 
true judgment in themfelvea of the dme of dieir 
auiceilors* as well as their own : but tbey were 
obliged to admire with the people, and to exclaim, 
ibmetimes wich reafoa enoc^h, and fomedmes wid^ 
out it, Msjt^res mftri^ maiares mfiri^ a$ they ob* 
ferv'd the cry to go. In to general an admiration^ 
the Hiftorians have not been wanting to pay the 
iame refpeA to the Andents ; and n^ii^ a Hero 
of every Conful, have beftow'd all virtues on evciy 
one that had well ferved the Republick. 
. I own, that it was no fiQaU merit to fave it, but 
that's a different cafe from what we are u^n i and 
k may be truly affirmed, that die good Citizens ltv*d 
amongft d>e antic»it Romans, and the good Generals 
amongft the lateen 

C H A P. IV. 

Agmnf the Ophmn o/Livy, aboup 
the imaginary War in which he en- 
gages Alexander againf the 
Romans ^ 

I Have often wonder'd what flraDge ideas L i v v 
eotertainM of thefc andeot Romans ; nor can I 
conjpr^ijd, how a perfoo of fuch «celleni: fenfc, 

CQU14 
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ecmld fcjunt after a notion fo far from his fiibjeft, 
to reafon fo faWy upon an imaginglfy War, M/feerein 
he ingagcs AL£itANt)£R. He makes this Con- 
queror defcend into Italy, with as; CnaH a number 
of forces a^ he then had, "When he was no more 
than a pectv King of Ma«don. He ought to 
have confiaered, that i General of the Cartha- 
gintans pals*d tjie Alp$ with an army ttf 80000 
men. 

But this is not afl, for he afcribes a^ mudi cap«l- 
tiity in war to PAPiniirs CtrfisoR, tmd to all 
the Confufe of that time, as to Alexander 
Jiinrfclf ; when to Ipeak the truth, they had but a 
very impcrfeft knowledge of it. The Romans, at 
that tin^e, made no great ufe of their Cavalry i 
then- horfes were fo little fcrviccaWe to them, that 
they ufed to difeiount in the vcty heat of the en- 
gagemenc, and mount again to purfu^ their foes^ 
when put to the rout. *Tis certain that the Ro- 
mans placed their chief ftrength it) their Infiinrty^ 
laying no ^eat ftrcfs on the charges that might be 
Qiade with the Horfe. The Legions, particularlj, 
had a contemptible opinion of the axlVcrfarics Horie, 
til! the War of P y r r h us, wh^c the ThcffaMans 

gave *cm fufficient caufe to be of another mind : 
ut the Cavalry of Hannibal put them after 
that into great terror 5 and thofe invincible Legions 
were, for fomc time, fo frighted with it, that th^ 
durft not appear in the leaft F^ain. 

To return to the time of Papirius: riicy 
knew nothing, in a manner, of Cavalry ; they had 
no ikill either m fecuring advantageous pofts, or en-* 
campbg in any order ; for they themfelves acknow- 
ledge, that they learnM to form their Camp by 
that of P Y R 15. H u s, before which time tfiey ufea 
alw^jrs CO encamp in confufion* They were no \t^ 
ignorant of Engmes, and other works neceflary to 
lorm a confiderablc Siege ; which proceeded either 

£ a from 
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^ from the dulnefs of invention in a people not at all 
induftrious, or elfe becaufe their armies being never 
of a long ftanding, there was no opportunity given 
them to bring things to perfection. 

Rarely was one and the fame Army known to 
pafs from the command of one Conful, to that of 
another \ and yet more rarely was the Commander 
of the Legions continued in his poft, after the ex- 
piration of his appointed time ; which conduft vras, 
indeed, excellent for the prefervation of the Re- 
publick, but extremely prejudicial to the eftablilh- 
ment of a good army. To be convinced how far 
they were jealous of Liberty, it will fuffice to ob- 
ierve, that after the defeat at Thrafimene, at which 
time they were obliged to create a Diftator, F a- 
B I u s had fcarce ftopp'd the torrent of Hanni- 
bal, by the cautioufnefs of his condufb, when 
they put Confuls in his place. All things were to 
be dreaded from the fury of H a n n i b a l, but 
nothing from the moderation of Fabius ; and 
yet the apprehenfion of a remote evil, prevailed 
above the prefent neceffity. 

It muft be own'd, that the two Confuls manag'd 
themfelves with prudence in this War. They ruin'd 
Hannibal infenfibly, and retrieved the Com- 
monwealth ; when, for the fame reafon, T e r r e n- 
Tius Varro, a man prefumptuous and igno- 
rant, was chofen in their room, who gave battle at 
Cannae, and loft it ; and thereby reduced the Ro- 
mans to that extremity, that their Valour, as ex- 
traordinary as it was, was not fo inftrumental in 
their prefervation, as the fupinenels of Hanni- 
bal. 

There was yet another inconvenience, which hin- 
der*d the command of their army from being al- 
ways given to the moft experienced, and abfe to 
lead them. As the two Confuls could not be both 
' Patricians, and che Patricians would not agree that 
• 3 * both 
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both fhould be of the Plebeian Order 5 fo, for the 
generality, it happened, that he who was nominated, 
vras a perfon agreeable to the People, who owed 
his preferment to favour ; the other, whom they 
vcnpuld had chofen for his merit, was oftentimes ex- 
cluded, cither thro* the oppofition of the people, if 
he was a Patrician, or by the intrigues and artifices 
of the. Senators, when he was not 6f their rank. 
The contrary was obferv*d among the Macedonians, 
where the Captains and Soldiers had flood together, 
time out of mind : they were the Veterans of Ph i- 
L I p, if I may fo exprefs my felf, renewed from 
time to time, and augmented by A l e 3^ a n d e r, 
as his occaiions required. Here the courage of the 
Cavalry equalled the refblution of the Phalanx, 
which indeed may juftly be preferred to the Le- 
gion ; fince, in the War of Py rrhus, the Le- 
gions were afraid to oppofe fome paltry Phalanxes, 
made up of broken Macedonians. Hei'e they were 
equally eicpert, bath in matters relating to a fiege, 
or the field Never was Army concernM againft fo 
many adverfarics, or had feen fo niany different cli- 
mates. ' Now if the divcrfitj^ of countries, where 
the fcend of war is, and the variety of nations, 
whidiar^ brought under fiibmifflon, can form our 
experience^ how (hould the Romans, who had never 
been out pf Italy, nor beheld any other enenriies 
b^t a fewiinconfiderable neighbours of their Repub* 
lick,, enter into competition widi the Macedonians? 
Their Difcipline wa$ in reality great,* but their Ca* 
parity indifferent. ! 

Even after the Commonwealth became more 
powcnful^ they had l^e <^%race of beirig' defeated, 
as ofteqras they made war 'againft experienced Gene- 
rals.. PrjLRHtJs oVercdnne chem purely by the 
advantage of his condaA, which made Pa b r i- 
<? I u s fay, '^nt the EprtAei did ml CQnqu^r the Ro^ 
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tnanf^ but that th Gonful bad beefp Danqui/hid by thehf 
King, 

. Ib tbe Hrflf Carthaginian War^, R£Otri.ir9 4e^ 
fsate4 ^e people of Carthage m Afrkk^ m fb ma^ 
ny enga^fnencs^ xkzi they were already look'd up» 
(50 as TnJ»i4:aFie$ to Rome. They were treating of 
conditions, wtudi were nriadk iafupportable^ wlien 
Xantipfu», a LacedemcmiaD, arrived widi a 
body of Auxiliaries. Thii^ Gfedan^ who was ai 
man of v^dour and experience, informed himfeif 
of die ercler and Difcipline of the Carthaginians, 
t(^e.iher with the Condudt of the RomansL Flar- 
ing fully inftru^d himfeif, he found bodi one and 
t'other very ignorant in war, and by his ft>e^en( 
dilcourfes upon this fubje<!t amoagft the Soldiers,. 
the noifc came at laft to the Senate of Carthage, 
what a conteniptible opinion this Lacedemonian 
had of their eiiemy. The Magiftrates, at lengch* 
had the curio^ty to hear him talk ; and X a n t i p« 
f y s having ii^e them fenfible of dieir paft errors,, 
promiis'd them the Viftory, if diey would ghre hira 
the comnijind of Aeir Troops. 

In a mifer^le cxm^tbn, w^e all thmgs ^re 
defpajr'd of, . nieri are more eafUr periuaded to conr 
iide in ciCkers, thail in tiiemfeiLves r and ib tluDfe 
Su^idonS). fat^ te the ilierit of Straagir% ykhied 
tQ the prdTent nepeffity i amd the moft powerful, 
prompt!^ with «n appf ehenfion of their sipproaching 
nn% (y^itted to the condiif^ of X a v t i p p u s 
wirhouc et|vy. \ flioqld write a Hiftory, instead of 
alledging an Example, fhould I etUafge aay far- 
ther |. it Ibffioej t0 %, thac^ANTi pms bavifig 
taken opto him the man^oKnt <sf is&aari^ made 
a'thoro^ qiiange in. eho: .Caithagtnian araiy, and 
knew ib wtell how to make ho advanca^ of the 
Ignorant. of '^Q Rbrhan^ diat he obtamM over 
(hem one of the moft entire vifiorie$ that ever we 
V9^, The Carthaginians, g^ foon as they were out 
8 - . ^ pf 
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of danger^ began to be ^fbtaaid of owing their Pre- 
fenratioif to a ftnuiger, and returning to the porfidiouP 
ncfi of their nature, thought to cxtinguifh their 
difgrace^ bjr ridding thetnfdves of Jnm, who had 
rid them o( the Romans. It is not well knowing 
whether they put him to death, or whether he 
was fi> forcnnate to efcape ' '^ but this is oioll: cer^ 
tain^ that diro' the abience of this experienced Ge- 
neral, the Romans ea(ity regained the fuperiority 
they had over them before. 

If we , deicend to the fecond Punick War, we 
imn nm^' that the vaft advantages which H ak h s^ 
B A L had always over the Romans, proceeded from 
the capacity or tho one, and the wan( of fkiU in the 
other ; and, in effeft, ^hetrevtr he defign'd to put 
a confidence into his Soldiers, he never told them, 
that his enemies wanted Courage or Refoluti<)n» for 
they had experienced the contrary often enpugh i 
but he ailifr^^ tkem^ thai they had to do wim a 
people unlkill'd in War. 

It is with this Science, as with Arts and PoHte* 
neis ; it pafles from one nation to another, and 
ftouriflxes at different times, and in different places. 
Every one kodws^ that the Grecians carry *d it to jt 
Ingh pitch : Ph f li p furpais'd them in it ; and aU 
things arrived to their perfeftian under Albxak* 
i>Ba, when Alsxakdcr alone corrupted hime^ 
felf. It condnu'd (liU with his fucceffors : H a ir^ 
niMAh brought it amongft the Carthaginians ; and 
for all the vanity of the Romans, they received it 
from him by the experience of their defeats, by 
reikding upon their miftakes^ and obierving the 
conduft of their enemies. 

E 4 This 

* jiffkams^ i» hn firfi B(f9k rf ttm Wmrs rf the njmm$t fiijH 
that thi Cartbsgfmsm fint hack XantiffHs in cm tftiar Gdl&s, 
Vif'tik £r$0t Prthnti \ tu$ ibst thrf ordered the Caftiun of ti^ 
fdUey IV ^atfft him u h thrown av^iaard^ atfimg ^fiaOn frcai 
Ctrtisii^ with M tbi L4Cid$motmm wh win with bm. 
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This will be cafily own'd, if it be confidcr'd, that 
the Romans did not begin to make any head 
^ainft Hannibal, when they were in their 
prime bravery ; for the moft valiant perfons being 
loft in battel, they had arm'd their Slaves, and made 
up Armies with unexperienced Soldiers, The truth 
is this, diey never reduced him to ftrei^ts, till the 
Confuls became more ikilful, ,and the Romans ia 
general knew better how to make war. 




^^^^ ^^^^^V ^^^^^V^ ^BW^^B ^^^^^^ ^^HH^ * ^^^^^^ ^^^^^B ^^^^r^ ^V^V^ ^^^^P^ ^B^^^B^ ^^^^^^P ^^W^^B ^^^^Vl 



CHAP. V. 



The Genius of the Romans^ at the time 
when Pyrrhus nxiaged war 
againft them. 



IT is not my intention to inlargc here upon the 
Wars of the Romans, which would be foreign 
to the fubjedl I have proposed to my felf : but I am 
of opinion, that to apprehend the true Genius of 
the times, we (hould confider in a People, the dif- 
ferent affairs in which they were concerned ; and as 
thofe of War are, without doubt,- the moft remark- 
able, fo 'tis there meii are particularly to be ob- 
fervid, fince the difpofition of tempers, and good, 
as well as ill qualities, are there feen to the beft ad- 
vantage. 

: At the firft fetting \xp of the Commonwealth, the 
!Roman people, as I have already obferv*d, had 
fomething.of wildnefe in theih : afterwards this wild- 
ncfs turned into aufterity ; and at laft became a rigid 
Virtue, far remote from politenefi or agreeablenefs, 

but 
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but oppofite to the leaft appearance of corruption. 
Thefe were the manners of the Romans, when 
P y R R H u s pafled into Italy to relieve the Taren- 
rines. The fcicnce of War was then but indifferent 
amongft them ; and that of other things altogether 
unknown. As for Arts, cither they had none at 
all, or only fuch as were very rude : they were not 
ms^fters of Invention, and no lefs ftrangers to In- 
duftry ; but there was a good order and difciplinc 
exaftly obfervM among them, an admirable great- 
neis of courage ; and more integrity us'd with the 
Enemy, than is commonly praftis'd with fellow 
Citizens. Juftice, uprightnefs, and innocency, were 
common virtues : they were not unacquainted with 
RicheSj but the ufe of them was prohibited among 
private men. Their diQntereftednefs went even to 
excefs, ^ every one making it a Duty to negleft their 
own affairs for the fervice of the Publick ; the zeal 
of which did then fupply the room of every thing 
dfe. 

After having fpoken of thefe virtues, 'tis neceflary 
to come to the Aftions which made them known. 
A Prince is thought a man of honour, who by op- 
pofing force to force, employs nothing but open 
and lawful means to get rid of a formidable enemy, 
But to think our felves obliged to preferve thofe that 
are refolvcd to ruin us, to fecure them from the 
fnares that are laid for them by others, and to iave 
them from a domeftick treafon, is the effeft of an 
unparallePd Generofity. Yet, behold one inftance 
of this in the time I am ipeaking of. The Romans 
being defeated by P y r r h u s, and in a doubtful 
ftate, whether thej^ (hould retrieve their affairs, or 
be conftrain'd to yield, had in their power the de- 
ftniAion of that Prince, and made the following 
ufe of it. 
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A Phyfician, in whom Pr ruhvs repos'd grea£ 
confidence, ofter'd to Fabricivs to poiibn his 
mafter, provided he might havt a reward prop€>r- 
cionabk to the importance of the iervice. F a ^ s. i- 
c r u s, furpriz'd with horror at fo villainoos a crime^ 
immediately gives notice of it to the Senate; who 
detefting, like the Conful, fo black an nStion^ fene 
to advife Py rrmus to take ipedal care of haspcr* 
fon ; adding, that 'twa& the way of the Rdmanft, to 
overcome by the bravery of their arm9, and not to 
free ttiemfelves of an Enemy by the Treaibii of ha9 
own people^ 

. . P Y R R H u fr, either (enfible of the obtigatioo^ ot 
aftonifh'd at this greatneis of fpirit, was more de£K 
rous than ever to make a Peace : and to di^)ofe the 
Romans to receive it widi the greater eafinefe, he 
ient them back two hundred Priibners without ran- 
ibm; with prefents to the moft confiderable per- 
fons, and to the Lac^ ; and neglcfSled nothifigy un* 
dcr a pretence of Gratitude, to introduce corrupdoQ 
amongd them* The Romans, who preferv*d P r r.* 
RHUS merely out of a princi[4e of virtue, would 
receive nothing that carried the leait air of acknow^ 
ledgment. They therefore fent him an equal num^ 
ber of Prifoners v his prefents Wijre refufed by both 
iexes ; and all the anfwer he had, was. That they 
would never hearken to a Peaces till he quitted 
Italy. • 

Amongft an infinke number of virtuous things^ 
that were pradifed at this time, the gfeat difime* 
rcftednefs of Fabricius and Curivs, whore* 
dr^d to a voluntary Poverty, are admir*d amongft: 
the reft. 'Tw^iUd be a piece of injuiiice not u> 
allow them the applaufe they deferve : however,. 
'tis to be confider'd, that it^^was more the general 
quality of the age, than a Virtue peculiar to thcfc 
two men. And, in truth, fince Riches were pu» 
flilh'd with difgrace, and Poverty rewarded with 

honour, 
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honour, metktnks tktre ^aa lome dlexoericy ki' 
btfiwing well hovr to be p6Qr. Bjr this meaoft^ 
they rais'd themlUTca to the chkfefl^ eihploymcati 
in the Republkk v ^cre^ in the^exerctfe of a grtiat 
Poiwer, they ftocd in gf eater irarn of moderadoo 
than patience. I caanot pity ar Poverty honfonr'd 
add re^e&cd by all tlie HForld : it oiily wants fock 
things, which ic i» our Iiitereft or our Pleafiire to be 
without. To fpeak the tradi, thefe ibits of Prira^ 
dosii are delicious ^ chey aSbrd the mind an eioqni* 
fyot enjoyment of what the feiiies are f obb'd of 

But who can telly whether F a a r I c i u s did not 
follow his own humour 9 There are- fome perfons 
that are perplexM by a multitude and variety of fo^ 
perftuities, who would quietly . relifli things conve- 
nient, and even be dontsnted with neceffiries. In the 
mean time, people that have but a falfe knowlec^ 
of things, adnxire the appearance of Moderation ; 
whereas, if they) had an cm& judgment, they 
would foon dilccrm it to proosed firoih the fmall 
extent of a confined fotrtt, or the lazineis of an 
una)6tive foul. With mefe peribns, to be content 
with a little, takes off rather fitim their pain than 
their pleafure. Befides, when* it is qot defpicafale to 
be poor, we want fewer things xxi live in poverty 
with iatisfadtion, than to live n^agnificendy with 
riches. Can yoa imagine the itondition of a Monk 
to be unhappy, when he is efteem'd by his Order, 
and has ibme reputation in the world ? he makes a 
vow of Poverty, which frees hhn fix)m a thoufand 
cares, and leaves him nothing to defire, that's con-, 
(sftent with hi^ profeffion and way of living. Thofe 
who live magiuiicently, for die moft part, are the 
real Poor y they endeavour oo get money on all 
hands with diiquiet and trouUe, to maintain the 
pleafures of others ; and whilft they lavifh their 
plenty, which ftrangers enjoy more than themfelves^ 
Jhey »re « hotije, ftnfjblc pf fhcff Wtoti with their 

Wives 
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Wives and Children ; both by the importunity of 
unmerciful Duns^ and by the miferaUe ftate of dieir 
aliairs, which they fee going to rack. 

•L«t us return to our Romans^ from whom we 
have infenfibly digrefled. Let who will admire the 
Poverty of F a b r ic lus ; for my part, I com- 
mend his Prudence, and think him very well ad- 
vis'd, to have had but one Saltfeller <rf filver, fincc 
thereby he had credit enough to tqrn out of the 
Senate, a man ' who had been twice Conful, had 
triumph'd, and been Diflator, becauCb fome marks 
of plate more ' were found in his houfe. For, be- 
fides that it was the humour of the time, the, real 
Intereft of every man, was, to have no other than 
that of the Republick. 

Men eftablifli'd Sbdety ouc of a motive of pri- 
vate intereft \] with a defign to make life more pdea- 
fant and fecufe .in company^, dian wJhen they were 
perpetually upon their guard in folitudes. Now, 
when they find, not only conveniency, but glory 
and authority in it, can they do better than devote 
themfelves wholly to the Publick, from whence they 
draw fo many advantages ? 
' The D E c 1 1, who facrific'd themfelves for the 
good of a Society, of which they were to be no 
longer members, feem to me downright Eanaticks : 
but the perfons we have been difcourfing of, ap- 
pear to have afted very rationally, in, being fo paf. 
fionately concerned for a grateful Republick, which 
was, at leaft, as careful of their intereft, as they 
x:ould be of hers. 

I look upon Rome, at this time,- as a true religi- 
ous Community, where every one difpoflefles him- 
felf of his private good, to find a greater in that of 
the Order he belongs to ; but this temper fubftfts 

nQ 

^ P, Comilmi Rnfinuu 

» Fifteen Marks of filver^ that is, /even Pound and an ha\f. * 
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no where but m fmall States. In great ones, the ve- 
ry appearance of Poverty is contemned -, nay^ 'tis 
much, if the extravs^a^t ufe of Riches is not ap- 
proved of. Had Fabricius liv*d in the Gran- 
deur of the Republick, either he muit have changed 
his manners, or he had been ufelefs to his country : 
and if the honeft men of the latter time, had liv'd 
in that of Fabricius, either they had made 
their integrity more rigid, or they would have been 
expell'd the Senate, as corrupted Citizens. t 

Having thus fpoken of the Romans, it will not 
be amifs to fay fomcthing of Pyrrhus, who 
comes in here naturally enou^, in ib many^ reipNeds. 
He was the moft experienced Captain or his time, 
even in the opinion ofHANNiBAL, who plac'd 
him immediately after Alexander,- and before 
himfelf, as it feems to me, out of modefty. He 
joined the dexterity of Negotiations, to the fcience 
of War : but, neverthelels, he could never make a 
folid fettlement for himfelf. If he knew how to 
gain Battles, he made no advantage of the War ; if 
he engag'd Nations in his Alliance, he knew not 
how to prefervc them in it. His two bright talents, 
prepofteroufly enmloy'd, ruin'd the deligns of both. 

When he had iucceeded to his wifh in the field, 
his thoughts were immediately bent to treat ; and, 
as if he had aded in concert with ^is enemies, he 
ftill obftructed his own progreis. Had he found 
means to win the afFedions of a Nation ? his iirft 
thoughts were to fubdue them. Hence it came to 
pais, that he loft his friends, without gaining his 
enemies : for, the conquered afllim'd the fpirit of 
the vigors, and refus'd the Peace that was offered 
them ; and the others, not only withdrew their af- 
fiftance, but confider'd how to get rid of an Ally, 
\jfho (hew'd himfelf a real Mafter. 
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A condud fo eittraorcfinaiy, ou^c partly to be 
afcrib'd to die dil|)ofition of P r r r h v«, zoi parc^ 
l)r CO dve dificrenc incereAs of hk Miaifters. A- 
mongfl: the reft, there were two men near his per^ 
Tofi, wbofe advice he generallf followed, C i n £ a 9 
and Miio. Cins as/^itIio was eloc[iient, ii^€« 
nious, fldllM and dextroui in Negotiations, infi* 
iiuaced the thoughts of Peaoe, e^mrf dme chat War 
came co be debaced % and when the am^oufi hu- 
mour of Pyrrhvs had pi^vaiTd over his afigu- 
ments, he padendy ei^efbed when cKffioullses would 
arife, and dien managing the firft qneafinefs of his 
mafter, he prefendy tumM his indiiiatioas «o Peace, 
that fo he might retiH'n to his proper talent, and put 
Afikirs into his own hands. 

M I L o was a man experienced in 'War, md ptacfd 
1^ his Confidence dtei^^ vAtkdk made hire endea- 
vour, all chac hy in his power, to hinder 'Trea- 
ties, or dk CO break diein off. He ftiU advi^d 
to overcome ail impediments ; and if there was no 
Subduing the Enemjr, then by aM means to €riRave 
the Allies. 

As far as we may judge, at diis diftance, Adk 
were die rules by whkh PruRfiirs, as well aa 
his Minifters, aAed. It may be iaid in his ^our, 
chat he was enga^d with powerful Nadons, who 
had more refources than he ; and dio he wor 
batCels by 1ms valour, yet that fe fiMll and weak 
a State, as his, would not a^rd him die means to 
carry on a loi^ eiq>enfrve War. In ftiottj if wc 
confider both his penonal ^piaficies, and his perfef'- 
mances, we ihall find him to have been an admira* 
ble Prince, who yields, in no rclpeft, to any of the 
Ancient : but to confider, in ^enend, the fuceds 
of his defigns, and the iffiie of his afikirs, he will 
often appear co have been tmpoliciek, and will lofe 
much of his repucadon. And indeed, he pofiefs'd 
himfelf of Macedonia, and was beaten out of it : 

hi$ 
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iui b^nnio^js in Itai^ were Ibrtunate, iMit be 'was 
forced CO quit ic : he £iw i^tnicif ma&ar of Sidlf » 
(mc could noc ttMuntain faimfelf there. 
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CHAP. VI. 
Cy* ri&^ ^ry? Carthaginian War. 

THE War of P v r rh u s opened the mkid of 
the Romans, and lAfpir'd chem ^th tjioughts 
which they had not be£>re eacertain'd. Tp ipeak 
the truth, they entered upon it very rude ami pre* 
fiunptuous, with a great deal of temerity and igno^ 
ranee ; but they (hew'd an extraordinary virtue io 
the {»-(^6cution of it : and, as every thing was oew 
to diem with fo experiencfd an Enemy^ diey he<> 
came, without doubt, more indoftrious, and mOre 
fkiiful than they were before. They found out a 
way to iecure themfeives from the EJe|diants» 
which, in the firft engs^ement, put their Legions 
into d^rder 3 they learned to avoid the plabs, and 
poiTeisM themfeives of advantageous pofts, againft 
the Cavalry, which they had too fondly de^is'd. 
They were at laft inftruded to form their Camp by 
that of P y R RM vs, after having admir'd the or- 
der and diftinftion of the Troops, whidb with them 
encamp'd in confufion. As for natural parts, altho 
the Harangue of old A<»pius drove Cine as 
from Rome, yet the Eloquence of CiNtits did 
not fail to plesue, and his addreis was admir'd. 
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The Prdents that were offcr'd, tho they were re- 
fused, begot, nevertheleisy a fecret reverence for 
thofe that could make them ; and Curius, fb 
much honoured for his difinterelled Virtue, was (till 
tn greater credit, when he ftiewM to the People, in 
hii Triumph, Gold and Silver, -Piftifres and Statues. 
They were then fenfible, that other places afforded 
things more excellent than Italy. 

Thus new ideas form'd new minds, if I may {b 
fpeak ; and the Roman People, taken with an un- 
known Magnificence, loft thofe old opmions, in 
which a habit of Pdverty engag'd them no leis than 
Virtue it felf. 

Curiolicy was now excited in the Citizens : Their 
hearts began to feel with emotion, what their eyes 
had begun to fee with pleafure ; and when thefe mo^ 
dons were better underftood, there appeared real 
delires for foreign thmgs« Some private perfbns 
did ftill prefervethe antient Temperance, as it af- 
terwards happened, even in the moft corrupt times 
of the Republick -, but, at laft, there was a general 
defire to crois the feas, to fettle in thofe places 
where P y r r hu s found fo much wealth. This it 
was, in fhort, that gave birth to the firft Carthagf- 
nian War : the Affiftance given to the Tarentines 
was the Pretence of it, but the Conqueft of Sicily 
the true Occafion. 

Having difcover'd the motives that led the Ro- 
mans to this War, it is neceflary, in a few words, 
to (hew what their Genius was at that time^ 
Their principal qualities, in my judgment, were 
Courage and Refolation ; to undertake things of the 
greateft difficulty \ not to be frighted with any dan-* 
ger, nor difcourag'd with any lofe. In all the reft, 
the Carthaginians had infinitely the fuperiority over 
them ; whether by their induftry, or by their expe- 
rience ' at fea, or elfe by their wealth, which the 
trade of the whole world afforded them > when the 

Romans^ 
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Romans, who were of themfelves but poor, had 
cxhauftcd their treafiire in the Wars of Pyr- 

RHUS. 

To fpeak the truth, the Virtue of the latter, fup- 
pl/d the room of all things. A good Succefs en- 
courag'd them to the purfuit of a greater ; and a 
crofs event only ferv'd to exafperate them the more* 
It happened diredUy otherwife in the Affairs of 
the Carthaginians, who grew remifs in good for- 
tune, and were eafily dejefted in adverfity. Be- 
fides the diflfereht Temper of thefe two Nations, 
the different Conftitution of the Republicks contri* 
bated much to it. Carthage was eftablifhed upon 
Commerce, and Rome founded upon Arms. The 
firft employed Strangers in their Wars, and Citi- 
zens in their Traifick : the other got Citizens out 
of all Nations, and Soldiers out of their Citizens. 
The Romans breath'd after nothing but War ; even 
thofe that went not aftually into the field, had their 
inclinations there ; either as having been in the fer- 
vice before, or bccaufe they knew they muft, at 
one time or another, go into it. 

At Carthage they always demanded Peace upon 
the leaft danger that threatned them ; as well to 
get rid of Foreigners, as to return to their Trade. 
We may yet add this difference. That the Cardia- 
ginians never did any thing that was great, but by 
the Valour of private perfons ; whereas the Roman 
People often recovered by their Conftancy, what 
the imprudence or cowardife of their Generals had 
loft. All thefe things confidered, we need not won- 
der to fee the Romans remain viftorious, for they 
had all the principal qualities which render one 
People mafter of another. 

As the profpeft of riches made the Romans dc- 
firous of fubduing Sicily, fo the Conqueft of Sicily 
made them defirous to enjoy thofe riches which they 
had acquired. The Peace with the Carthaginianst 
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after fo bloody a War, infpired a fpirit of Repofe, 
and that repofe produced the reUfli of Pleafures* 
Then it was that the Romans introduced the firft 
Compofitions of the Theatre, and exerted their firft 
Magnificence. They began to have a curiofity for 
Shews, and an affeftion for Pleafures. • 

Law-Suits, altho they are difturbers of joy, be- 
gan to increafe •, every one having recourfe to the 
publick Juftice, as that of private perfons was cor- 
rupted. 

Intemperance occafion'd new diftempers, and 
Phyficians were introduced to cure difeafes -, from 
which, Continence had fecured the ancient Ro- 
mans. 

Avarice put them upon litde Wars, and weak- 
nefs made them apprehenfive of great ones. If ne- 
ceflity obliged them to undertake any that was con- 
fiderable, it was begun with reluftancy, and they 
were glad when it was ended. 

They demanded of the Carthaginians money 
which they ow'd not, when they were employed 
in the reduftion of their own Rebels ; but they uled 
all imaginable precaution not to break with tkem, 
when their affairs were a little mended. 

Thus fometimes injuries, ibmetimes other confi- 
derations, always either Ipite or fear, were the caule 
of their Wars •, and certainly we may fay, that the 
Romans knew not how to live, either as friends or 
enemies *, for, they afironted the Carthaginians, yet 
fuffered ' them to reqover breath, and gave caufe 
enough for a new War, which yet of ail things they 
dreaded moft. 

A Condud fo uncertain, degenerated into a down- 
right Carelefneis ; and they fufier'd the Saguntines 
to be deftroyed with fo much dilgrace, that their 
Ambafladors were (hamefully treated for it by the 
Spaniards and Gauls, after die ruin of that miferar 
ble People. This Contempt of their nei^bourtng 
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Nations, with which they were nettled, awaked 
them out of this droufinefi ; and the march of 
Hannibal into Italy, revived their ancient vi- 
gour. They made war for fome time with much 
incapacity, and a great Courage ; afterwards 
with more experience and lefi refolution. At laft, 
the lofs of the Battle of Cannae, made them re^ 
trieve their Virtue and Courage ; or to fpeak better, 
excited a new one, which raifed 'em above them- 
ielves. 
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CHAP. VII, 

Of the feeond Munich War. 

To fee the Republick in the full ext^t of her 
Virtue, we muft confider her in the feeond 
War of Carthage. She had before more Aufterity ( 
after that more Grandeur ; but never fudi real Me- 
rit, as in this period of time. When (he was en* 
gaged in other extremities, her Security was owing 
to the boldneis, valour, or capacity of fome par- 
ticular Gtizen. Perhaps, had it not been for Bru- 
tus, there would have been no Commonwealth. 
IfMANLius had not defended the Capitol ; if 
Camillus had not come to refcue it, the Ro- 
mans, who could fcarcely call themfelves free, would 
have fallen under the Servitude of the Gauls. 

But here the Roman People maintained the Ro- 
man People ; here the univerfal Genius of the Na- 
tion, preferved the Nation ; here good order, re- 
folution, and a general zeal for the Publick G^od, 
&ved Rome when fht was ready to fall, by the 
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blunders and undifcreet condud of her Generals. 

After the Battle of Cannae^ where any other 
State had yielded to its ill fortune, there was nbt 
the leaft fign of weakncfs amongft the people^ 
not a thought but what tended to the good of the 
Commonwealth. All orders, all ranks, all condi- 
tions voluntarily exhaufted their treafure : the Ro- 
mans gave up widi pleafure the moft valuable things 
they pofleis'd, and kept with regret what they 
were oblig'd to keep for their bare ufe. To re- 
tain the leaft, was a point of honour ; to rcferve 
the moft in houfes, a kind of dilgrace. When they 
debated about creating Magiftrates, the youth, who 
for the moft part are prepoffefled in favour of them- 
felves, confulted with docility the wifdom of the 
more ancient, to give their votes with more dit 
credon. 

As they wanted old Soldicf s in this exigence of 
State, fo for the railing of new ones they made their 
Slaves free ; and thefe Slaves becoming Romans, 
were animated bv the fame Ipirit with their MaC 
ters, to defend the fame .Liberty* But behold a 
greatnefs of Courage, which furpajfTes all other qua- 
lities, let *em be never fo noble. It happens fome- 
times in an eminent danger, that perfons of no ex- 
traordinary prudence, are obferved to take good 
refolutions; and that the moft interefted perlbns, 
contribute largely to the Publick Good, when by 
taking other nlcafures, they are afraid to ruin them- 
felves with the Publick : but perhaps it never hap- 
pened before, that people took an equal care of 
their Affairs both abroad and at home^ in fuch 
prefling extremities ; and I find nothing fo much 
to be admired in the Romans, as to fee them fend 
Troops into Sicily and Spain, with the lame care as 
diey did againft Hannibau 

Over- 
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Overwhelmed with fo many loffcs, exhaufted of 
men and money, they divided their laft refources 
between the Defence of Rome, and the Preferva* 
tion of their Conquelts. A people fo magnanimous, 
thought it as elegible to perifh as to decline ; and 
to be no more, was looked upon as an indifferent 
thing, when they could no longer be matters of 
others. Tho Self-prefervation be ever advantage- 
ous, yet I reckon it amongft the chief pre-eminen- 
ces of the Romans, that they owed their fafety to 
their conftancy, and the greatnels of their courage. 
It was alfo happy for them, that they changed their 
Genius fince the War of P v r r h u s ; that they 
had l^ft off that extraordinary Difintereftednels, and 
that ambitious Poveity which I mentioned before ; 
otherwife Rome had not been able to maintain it 
felf. 

It was neceflary the Citizens Ihould have ability, 
as well as zeal, to affift the Commonwealth. If 
flie had not been in a capacity to relieve her Al- 
lies, Ihe had been abandoned by them. The 
Speech of the Conful, who thought to move the 
pity of the Deputies of Capua, did but excite their 
infidelity. The Senate, much wifer, took a quite 
different courfe ; fent men and provifions to the 
Allies, who ftood in want of them 5 and of all 
the fuccours which they of Naples came to offer, 
they accepted nothing but corn, whidi they paid 
for. 

But notwithflanding fo mudi Refolution and'^if- 
dom, the Republick of Rome had unavoidably pe* 
rifh*d, if Carthage had taken any of thofe meafures 
to deftroy it, which the Romans took to prcfcrvc 
it. Whilft, on one fide. Thanks were voted to a 
Cgnfnl who had fled % becaufe he did not delpair of 
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the Commonwealth, victorious Hannibal iraS 
accufed at Carthage. H a n n o could not for^vc 
him the advantages of a War, which he had dii^ 
fuaded : and as he was more jealous of the honour 
of his own opinion, than the good of the State ; 
and more an enemy to the Carthaginian General, 
than to the Romans, he omitted nothing that might 
obftruft the fucceffes they had a profpcft of, or de- 
ftroy thofe already obtained. One would have ta- 
ken Han NO for an Ally of the Roman People, 
who looked upon Hannibal as the common 
enemy. When the latter fent for a new Supply of 
men and money to maintain the Army, fFbaf would 
be demand^ faid H a n no, if be bad loft tbe Battle ? 
No J noy Gentlemen^ either he^s an impoftor^ tbat amm- 
fes us with falfe news^ or a puplick robber , tbat en* 
riches himfelf with tbe fpoils of the Romans ^ and tbe 
advantages of the War. This oppofition did, at 
leaft, retard the Supplies ; tho it could not hinder 
the refolution of fending them : and they executed 
flowly what had been rcfolv*d upon with difficulty. 
The Supplies being at laft prepared, it was a long 
time before they were fent away ; and then orders 
were given to ftop them in Spain, inftead of haftra^ 
ing them into Italy. Thus the Recruits arrived ve» 
ry late, and when they came to join Hannibal, 
which was a miracle, he received them fiddy, and 
haraffed, and after the feafon for a6tion was over. 

This General was almoft continually deftitute of 
Money and Provifions ; reduced to the necelSty of 
being eternally fuccefsful in War ; having no Rcfource 
upon any misfortune; and a great deal of perplexi* 
ty even upon good fuccefe, when he found not 
wherewith to maintain different Nations, who rather 
followed his perfon^ than depended On the Com* 
monweajch ot Carthage, 

To 
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To keep fo many different people in order, he 
tidded to his natural Severity an artificial Cruelty ; 
which made him dreaded by fome, whilft his virtue 
gain'd him a veneration from others. I own, he 
ufed no great violence upon his temper ; for being 
naturally fomewhat cruel, he found himfelf in fuch 
circumftances, that it was necefTary for him to be 
fo. However, his Intcrefl was fometimes the rule 
of his Cruelty ; and ev^n inclin'd him to Clemen- 
cy : for he knew how to be gracious and merciful 
when his affairs required ; and his Policy ever pre- 
vailed over his Nature. 

He made war upon the Romans with all manner 
of feverity, but treated their Confederates widi 
much civility and courtefy ; hoping by this means to 
deflroy the firfl abfolutely, and to draw off the 
others from their Alliance : a conduft extremely 
different from that of P y r r h u s, who referved all 
his civility for the Romans, and his ill ufage for his 
Allies. 

When I confider that Hannibal removed out 
of Spain, where he left nothing behind him well 
fecured ; that he crofs*d the Country of the Gauls, 
whom he ou^ht to have accounted his enemies ; 
that he pafied the Alps to make war againfl the Ro- 
mans, wha had expell'd the Carthaginians out of 
Sidly : when I confider, that in Italy he had nei» 
ther garrifons, magazines, nor any certain fupplies, 
or hopes of retreat, I am aftonifhed at the boldnefs 
of his def^n. But when I confider his valour and 
his condud, I admire nothing but Hannibal, 
and I efteem him yet fuperior to the undertakings 

The French particularly admire die War of the 
Gauls, both for the Reputation of Cesar, and 
becaufe the fccnc of it lying in their own Country, 
it affedls them with a more lively Idea than any. 
However, to Ipeak impartially, it falls infinitely 
feort of H A N N I B' a l*s Anions, in Italy. ' Had 
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Ces A R found amongft the Gauk, that Union and 
Bravery, which the otlier did amongft the Ronians, 
he had made over them but fmall Conquefts ; for 
it mud be acknowledged, that Hannibai. met 
with very grea: diff^kies, without reckoning thofe 
he carried with him. The only advantage on which 
he could reafbnably depend, was the goodneis of 
his Troops, and his own perfonal Ability, 

It is certain, that the Romans had gam*d a great 
fuperiority over the Carthaginians in the Sicilian 
War ; but Peace having made them disband their 
Army, they infenfibly loft their vigour ; whilft 
their adverfaries, who were employed in Spain and 
Africk, ftill kept their valour in ufe, and acquired 
new experience. 

Thus Hannibai. came with an old body to 
attack Italy ( which the Romans were obliged to 
defend with an old reputation, more than old 
troops. As for the Roman Generals, they were 
certainly perfons of great Courage, who diought 
they (hould injure the glory of their Common- 
wealth, if they did not give battle upon the firft 
offer of the enemy. 

Hankibal made it his particular ftudy to know 
their Genius, and obferv'd nothing fo much, as 
the humour and condud of each Conful that was 
to oppofe him. Thus, by provoking the fiery tem- 
per of S BMP RON I us, he knew how to dare 
him to. fight, and gain the Battle of Trebia. The 
Defeat of Thrafimene was owing to a Stratagem of 
the like nature. 

Being acquainted with the haughty fpirit of 
F L A M I N I u s, he burn'd before his eyes the Villa- 
ges of his Allies, and (a critically provok'd his na- 
tural temerity, that the Conful not only took a 
r^folution to fight at an unfeafbnable ume, but 
cngag'd himfelf in fome Defilees, where he unhap- 
pily loft his Acmy, together with his life. As F a- 

Bivs 
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B I IT s went upon a difiereot method of aAing, fo 
the eonduA of Hannibal was entirely oppo- 
lite. 

After the Battle of Thrafiififtfee^' die Roman Peo- 
ple created a Diftator, and a^^S^^M of the Horfe. 
The Didhitor was Quint us Fa-bius, a man 
wife and flow, who plac*d the only hope of iafety 
in caution, from which fecurity may, indeed, re- 
fult. Confidering in what 4 pofture their Affairs 
were, he thought there was no difference between 
fighting, and being beaten : {o that he aimM at no-< 
thing but to give frefh fpirit to the Army j and 
as he did not entertain the hopes of Victory, 
he thought he ihould ad prudently enough, if 
he could but contrive to prevent his being over- 
come. 

Marcus Minutius was General of the 
Horfe, a man violent, raih, vam in difcoude, and 
daring, as well upon the fcore of his ignorance, as 
his courage. This perfon plac'd the intereft of the 
State in the reputation of affairs, and imagined that 
the Republick could not fubfift, if it did not blot 
out the difgrace of paft defeats, by fome glorious 
adion. He was for grandeur, when there was a 
necefiity for prudence ^ for glory, when fafety was 
in quemon. 

Hannibal foon found out thefe different hu- 
mours, not only by the reports that were made him, 
but by his own observations ; for many days fuccef- 
(ively he offered Battle to F a b i u s, who was fo 
far from accepting it, that he would not permit a 
fingle nian to ftir out of his Camp. Min ut i us, 
on the contrary, took the artificial Bravadoes of the 
Enemy, for fo many affronts ; and made the Dic- 
tator pais for a weak man, or at leaft for one that 
was infenfible of the di%race of the Romans. 

Han* 
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Hannibal being informed of thefe difcourles:, 
endeavoured to increafe the opinion of fear and 
weakneis, which was attributed to F a b i u s. He 
burnt, in his view, the fineft Country in Italy, in 
order either to draw him to fight, which he was not 
able to efied: ; or, at leaft, to blemifli his reputa- 
tion, in which he did not want fucceis. Nay, he 
begot a fulpicion, that there was a fecret combi- 
nation between them, by fparing his Lands with 
great care, amidft the general defolation of the 
Country. 

But this is but ' one part of his Arcifices« Whilft 
he laboured to ruin die reputation of Fabius, 
who gave him fome trouble,, he omitted nothing to 
raife that of Mikutius,. in whom hewifh'dthe 
Command, or at leaft a larger power in the army* 
Sometimes, he pretended to be afraid of him, when 
he fliew'd all manner of contempt for the other. 
Sometimes, after a fmall Engagement with him^ 
he rerir'd firft, and let him obtain fome trifling adr 
vantage ; whidi advanced his credit with the Ro* 
mans, and fo prepar'd him to fall by an inconfi* 
derate confidence. In fhort, he was fo dextrous in 
running down the condu£b of the Di6bator, and in 
raifing the credit of the General of the.Horfe, that 
the Command was divided, and the Troops fhar'd 
between them, which was never done before. One 
would think, that Rome a£ted by the advice of her 
enemy: for, in trudi, fo eattraordinary a Decree, 
was the pure effedt of his contrivance and defign. 

Hereupon the Vanity of IVf in u t i u s bad no 
bounds : he contemned, with equal imprudence, F a- 
B ru s and Hannibal, declaring nothing le&^ 
than that he alone would beat all Foreigners outci 
Italy. He therefore would needs form a feparate 
Camp; of which Hannibal was no fooner 
fenfible, but he approach'd with his : in fine, not to 
araufe my felf with defcribbg the particulars of every 
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aftion, M I Nu T I u s was engaged in a Batde, where- 
in he was defeated. 

This was the behaviour of Hannibal, during 
the Didatorfhip of F a b i u s, and his condudk was 
much the lame, with the Confuls that gave hint 
batde at Cannse. 'Tis true indeed, there was no 
neccffity for fo politick a Conduft. The Wifdom 
of Paulus, was lefs troublefom to him than that 
ofpABius; and the prefumptuous ignorance of 
Terentius, hurried him faft enough to his own 
ruin. 

The Reader will admire, perhaps, that I have 
dwelt (b long upon an affair, which only ends in 
the Defeat ofMiNUTius, and that I do but cur- 
forily mention that great and famous Battle of Can- 
nae : but my Defign is rather to make the Genius 
of Men known, than to defcribe Battles. And as 
the judicious are better pleas'd by contemplating 
Cesar in the War ofEETREius and Afra- 
N I u s, than in his mod fhining Adions ; I imagin'd, 
that we ought to confider Hannibal more cu- 
rioufly, in an Affair which was endrely manag'd by 
Policy, than in that great and fortunate Succefs, 
which the imprudence of Terentius gave him 
without much difficulty. 

However, it muft be confefs'd. That never was 
a Battle fo endrely won ; and that very day had, in 
a manner, been the Romans laft, if Hannibal 
had not chofe rather to enjoy the fweets of the Vic- 
tory, than to puriue its advantages. 

He, who by his Policy made others guilty of fo 
many miftakes, b^rays here the weaknefe of hu- 
man natui'e, and cannot preferve himfelf from fail- 
ing. He IhewM himielf invincible in the^ greateft 
difficulties, but could not refift the allurements of 
his good fortune ; and fuffer^d hunfelf to yield to 
eafe, when a little aiftion would have fix'd him in a 
ftate of repgfe for all the re;nainder of his life. 

If 
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If you inquire into the reafon of it ; *6s becaufe 
every thing hath bounds in Man : patience^ cou* 
rage, refolution, wear out at laft. 

Hannibal can fatigue no more, becaufe he 
has fatiguM too much ; and his confummate Virtue 
finds it felf without r^fource in the midfl: of Vic- 
tory. The remembrance of pail Difficulties gives 
him a proiped of new ones ; his mind, which oi^ht 
to have beea full of hopes, nay, almofl: aflurance^ 
IS now taken up with fear of the future : he con- 
fiders, when he fhould be bold ; he confults, when 
he (hould be active ; he gives reafons for the Ro- 
mans, when he ou^t to have put his own counfels 
in execution. 

As the faults of great men have always fbme 
pretences to excufe them, (oHannibal did not 
fail to reprefent to himfelf very fpecious reafons : 
♦* That his Army, tho invincible in the field, was 
yet by no means fit for fieges ; having no good 
Infantry, no engines, no money, no certain fub- 
fiftence : That by reafon of thefe defedbs, he had 
attacked Spohtum to no {)urpofe, after the fuc- 
^' cefs at Thrafimene, as vidtorious as he was : 
** That a little before the Battle of Cannse, he had 
*' been obliged to raife the Siege of a town, of no 
** name or ftrength : That to befiege Rome, fur- 
♦* niftiM with every thing, was the direft way to 
** lofe the reputation he had gained ; and to de- 
*' ftroy an Army, which alone made him to be con- 
*' fider*d : That therefore it was moft advifeable, to 
*• let the Romans, coopt up within their own walls, 
*« fall infenfibly of themfclves j and in the mean 
«' time to go and poflefs himfelf of ibme places 
** near the Sea, where he might receive Recruits 
«' from Carthage with convenience ; and where it 
«^ would be eafy to fetde the moft confiderable 
*« Power of Italy/* Thefe were the reafons, which 
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Hannibal adapted to the difpoficion he found 
himfelf in, and wmch would not have afFedked him 
in his firft heats. 

In vain did Maharbal promife him to fup 
in the Capitol ; his own reflecftions, which had no* 
thing but the air of wifdom, and a falfe rcafoning, 
made him rejed, as unadvifed, a confidence fo well 
grounded. He had purfu'd violent counfels, when 
he began a war with the Romans, and he is now 
kept back by an unfeafonable circumfpeftion, when 
he is upon the point of making an end of all. 

It IS certain that men of too refin'd Policy, as 
Hannibal was, are apt to create difficulties in 
undertakings, and ftop themfelves by obftacles, which 
proceed more from their own imagination than the 
thing it felf. 

There is a critical point in the declenfion of 
States, where their ruin would be unavoidable, if 
one knew how eafy it were to deftroy them : but 
for want of a clear forefight, or a fufficient cou- 
rage, men are content with a little, when they 
might do more ; making either the meannefs of ijpi- 
rit, or the want of greatneis in the foul, to pais for 
prudence. 

In thefe conjunftures, a man is not the inftrument 
of his own prefervation ; 'tis his old reputation pure- 
ly that mamtains him in the imagination of his 
enemies, when his real forces have abandoned him* 
Thus, Hannibal reprefents to his view a pow- 
er wluch is no more. He entertains a fantaftical 
idea of dead Soldiers and difiipated Legions, as if 
he were to fight and defeat what he had akeady de« 
feated 



And 
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And certainly die confiifion was not lefs at Rome 
after the Battle of Cannse, than heretofore after the 
Defeat of Allia ' : but mftead of approaching a 
City which he would have ftruck with tcrrour, 
he removes at a diftance from it, as if he had 
a mmd to hearten it, and ^ve the Magiflrates 
time to repair their lofles at their leifure. He 
was ib unadvifed as to attack the Allies, who 
would have £dlen with Rome, and maintained them- 
ielves by her with more eaie, than Out could have 
maintab'd her felf. 

This was the firft and great omiffion of H a k^ 
Ni^AL, which was alfo the firft refource of the 
Romans. When their conftemadon was over, their 
courage increas'd, as dieir forces grew le6 ; whero^ 
as the Carthaginians loft their vigour, as their power 
increas'd. 

Now, if we (hould inquire into the caufe of all 
their misfortunes, there may be afiign'd two eficn* 
tial ones : the carelelhefs of Carthage, which fuf- 
fer'd good fuccefles to fall to nothing, for want of 
fupplies ; and H a n n i b a l's precipitate defign to 
put an end to his labours, before he had ended the 
war. 

After he had tafted repofe, it was not long be- 
fore he was inclin'd to tafte delights ; and he was the 
more eafily inchanted by them, as they were altoge- 
ther unknown to him. 

A man diat knows how to mix Pleafures with 
Bufincfs, is never indrely poflefled by them : he ei* 
ther quits, or refumes them at his will ; and in the 
ufe he makes of them, rather finds a relaxation of 
mind, than a dangerous charm that might corrupt 

him. 

' AlihirwUbmthrucrfiutUagMicfRomi^nearnDhubtbB 
ItHffdns wen dtfiattd by thi Gauls* Th$ latter made them/elves 
mafters of the City, but could not force the Capitol, whither fart of 
the Roman Touth retired. Su Liyy, Decad 1. Bo^ V. 
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him. It is not fo with thofe auftere perfons, who, 
by an alteration of temper^ come to tafte of Vo- 
Jkiptuouihels : they are immediately inchanted with 
its fweetnefs, and have nothing but an averfion for 
the feverities of their paft life. Nature, in them, 
being wearied with inconveniences and pains, abanr 
dons it felf to the firft delights that come in its 
way : then, what appeared virtuous, prefents it felf 
with a grois and morofe air ; and the foul, which^ 
imagines it felf to be undeceiv'd of an old error, 
has a complacency in its new affe6iion for things a- 
greeable. 

Thus it far'd with Hannibal and his Army, 
which did not fail to imitate him in remiflheis, as 
they had all along done it in fatigues. 

There was nothing then but Bathing, Feftivals, 
Amours, and Paflions. Difcipline was no longer 
obferv'd, either by him who ought to have given 
orders, or by thofe that Ihould have put them in 
execution. When theire was a neceffity to go into 
the field. Glory and Intereft excited Hannibal, 
who reafliim'd his former vigour, and found himfelf 
again ; but he found no more the fame Army, 
There was nothing elie but foftnefs and effeminacy. 
If they were forc'd to undergo the leaft want, they 
regretted the plenty of Capua. Their thoughts 
ran upon their Miftrefles, when they were to meet 
the Enemy : they languifh'd and melted with the 
tendemeis of Love, when there was need of ac- 
tion and fierceneis for Battle. Hannibal omit- 
ted nothij^ that might excite their Courage, fome*^ 
times by reviving the remembrance of a valour 
which they had loft ; fometimes by the Ibame of 
reproaches, of which they were infenfible. 

In the mean while, the Roman Generals became 
every day more fkllfui and cxperienc'd : the Le* 
^ns gam'd daily advantages over effembate 
Troops 5 and there came from Carthage, no Supr 

2 pUcs 
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plies iuffident to give frefh fpirit to fo languifhing' 
an Army. But the more reibluti<m Hannibal 
found amongft the enemies, the lefs afliftance he 
received from hi^ own men ; and the more he was 
oblig'd to depend upon himfelf. It is not credible 
with virkat valour he msuntain'd himfelf in Italy, 
which the Romans could not make him quit, qU 
they forc'd the Carthaginians to recall him. The 
latter being defeated and driven out of Spain, beaten 
and undone in Afiick, had recourie to H a n n i^ 
B A L for their laft refuge. He obcy'd the Orders 
of his Country, with the £ime fubmiflion, that the 
meaneft citizen could have done : and he was no 
iboner arriv'd, but he found Afiiurs in a defperate 
pofture. 

Sc I p I o, who had beheld the calamities of his 
Republick, under unfortunate Generals, now con^ 
manded the forces of it in a profperous condition, 
which was purely owing to himfelf. As for H a n- 
K I B A L, he had nothing but the remembrance of 
his good fortune, which he had ill ufed ; but, how- 
ever, he was not in the leaft wanting to fupport the 
bad. The former, whofe natural confidence was 
ftiU buoy'd up by the prefent fortunate pofture of 
his afiairs, was at the head of an Army, w4iich 
doubted not of viftory : the latter, increased his 
natural diftruft by the miferable condition he faw 
his Country reduced to, and by the ill opnion he 
had of his Soldiers. 

Thefe different fituations of mind made Peace to 
be offered, and rcjefted ; after which, every one*s 
thoughts were intent upon Battle. On the day it 
was fought, Hannibal furpafs'd himfelf, whe« 
ther by taking all advantages, diipofing his Army^ 
or giving orders in the fight ; but at length the 
Genius of Rome prevailed over that of Carthage, and 
the Defeat of the Carthaginians yielded the Empire 
of the World for ever to the Romans. 

I As 
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As for the General, he was admired by Sc i p i o, 
who, in the midft of his Qory, feemM to envy the 
capacity of the vanquifhed ; and the vanquiflicd, 
whofe humour was tar enough from vain oftcnta- 
tion, thought he had always fome fuperiority in 
the Science of War : for, difcourfing one day with 
Sci PI o, concerning the great Generals, he placed 
Alexander the firft, Pyr rhus the fecond, 
and himfelf the third ; to which S ci p 1 coldly. 
And if you had conquered me^ faid he, in what rank 
VHmld you have placed your f elf ? Thefirfi of all^ re- 
plied Hannibal. 

*Tis certain, that his (kill in War was admirable, 
andthofe illuftrious C6nquerors, who have left fo 
great a name to pofterity, came not near him for 
induilry, both in bringing together arid mdntaining 
Armies. 

Alexander paffed into AGa with Macedoni- 
ans who obeyed dieir King. If he had but litde 
money and provifions, the Battles he gainM foon 
fiirnim'd him with plenty of all : a City taken or 
furrender'd, gave him the treafures of D a r i u s, 
who became neceffitous in his own Country, in pro- 
portion asALEXANDER pofTefTed the riches of it. 
S ci p I o, whom I mentioned before, made war in 
Sp^ andAfrick, with thofe very Lesions which 
the Republick bodi levied and maintained Cesar 
had the fame advant^es towards the Conquefl: of 
Gaul, and made ufe of the forces and money of the 
Commonwealth to enflave it. 

As for our Hannibal, to a litde Body of 
Carthaginians, he joined feveral Nations, which he 
kept together merely by his own intereit, and by 
whom he made himfelf obeyed, tho he laboured 
under a continual want of provifions and money. 
What's yet more extraordinary, Vidories made him 
not the eafier, and he was almoft as much ftraimed 

Vol I. G after 
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after the gaining of them, as he i/vas before. But 
if he had talents which the others had not, fo wa» 
he guilty of a fault, which, in all probability, they 
would not have committed. 

Alexander was fo far from leaving thbgs 
done by halves, that he always went farther, even 
when they were compleated. He was not fatisfied 
with fubduing the great Empire of D a r i u s, to 
the very leaft province ; his ambition carried him 
to the Indies, when he might have reconciled 
(what feldonj happens) his Glory and Repofe, and 
have enjoy*d his Conquefts in peace. 

S CI P I o did not think of eafe, before he had re- 
duced .Carthage, and eftabliflied the Roman afiairs 
of Africk. And one of the great commendations 
which is given to Cesar, is, ^bcU be thought tuh 
thing was done, while there remained any thing to do : 

Nil aSfum credens^ dum quid fuperejfet agendum. 

L u c A N. Pharfal. Lib. II. ver. 6^1. 

As often as I reflefl: upon this mifcarriage of H a n- 
N I B A L, I cannot forbear thinking, that men do 
not fufficiently confider, of how vaft importance a 
good Refolution is in great Affairs. The marching 
immediately to Rome, after the Batde of Cannse, 
draws after it the deftruftion of that City, and the 
grandeur of Carthage ; the not marching thither, 
is, in time, attended with the rum of the Cartha- 
ginians, and the univerfal Empire of the Ro- 
mans. 

I have feen a Refolution taken, wUch would have 
ineyitably occafloned the lofs of a great State. I 
faw by a happy change, a contrary one taken the 
fame day, which proved its fecurity ; but it gave 
lefs Reputation to the Author of fo good advice, 

than the Defeat of five hundred Hortoi or the ta^ 

king 
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king an inconfiderable Town would have done '• 
Thefe laft events ftrike the eyes or im^ination of 
all the World : but Judgment is hardly admir'd 
by any, becaufe 'tis known but by refledions, which 
few people are able to make. Let's return to H a n- 

N IB A L. 

If the trade of War, as glittering a figure as it 
makes, merited only our regard, I don't fee one 
of the Antients, who can reafonably be preferred to 
him : but it does not follow, that he who knows it 
beft, is neceflarily the greateft man. Juftice, mag- 
nanimity, greatnefs of foul, a difinterefted integrity, 
and an univerfal capacity, make up the better part 
of thofe great men. 

To know barely how to flaughter men ; to be 
better flcill'd than others in laying wafte human So- 
ciety, and deftroying Nature, is to excel in a very 
fatal Science. The application of this Science ought 
to be juft, or at lead honourable : it fliould turn, 
if poflible, to the good of thofe whom it has fub- 
du'd ; but always to the intereft of one's Country, 
or the neceflity of a private advantage. When it 
is govern'd by a capricious humour, and fubfef- 
vient to irregularity and fury ; when its end is to 
opprcls the world, then that Glory which is afcrib'd 

G 2 to 

^ As I was, mi day^ nading ttis pajfage vtith M, dt St, Evre* 
mond, I defir d him to giv$ me an account of the two Refolutionft 
he mentions here^ and he told me the following fartletAarsm 
*' The Cou^t, y2i/4f Af, being at Pontoife» (m 1^52), and Or- 
^* dinal Mazarin, confidering that the Prince of Cond^ was 
*' not hx off I that Fuenfaldagne advanced with 25000 men» 
*< and the Duke of Lorain with 1 2000, refolv*d to engage the 
** King to retire into Burgundy^ not thinking^ira fafe in Paris. 
'* The Vifcount of Turenne was not then in Council $ but be« 
'' ing inform'd of this Refolution, he immediately repair*d thi^ 
*' ther, and told the Minifters, that if the King quitted Paris^ 
^ he would ttvfer enter it again ; apd that they ou^ht either to 
** vanquiih or die: which oblig'd the Council to alter their Ro; 
*' folution. 
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to it, {hould be taken away, and it ought to be as 
ignominious as it is unjuft. Now 'tis certain, that 
Hannibal had but few Virtues, and many 
Vices : infidelity, covetdufnefe, a cruelty oftentimes 
neceflary, but always natural, were the chief ingre- 
dients of his compofition. 

Befides, people judge, for the moft part, by the 
Succefe, whatever is the opinion of the wifer fort. 
Let a Man fhew all the good condu6t that is pofli- 
ble i if the event does not anfwer, ill fortune pafies 
for a fault, and is juftified but by a very few per- 
Ibns. Thus, for inftance ; That Hannibal made 
war better than the Rooians, and was undone by 
the ill management of his own Republick ; whereas 
the Romans became viftorious by the good order 
of theirs ; is a confideration which falls not within 
the reach of many people. But that he was defeat- 
ed by S CI p I o, and that the ruin of Carthage was 
the confequence of his Defeat^ is a thing fully 
known, and *tis from hence that the univerfal opi- 
nion of all Nations has been form'd. 




^&m&&^&^^^^:^^^t^^^ 




CHAP. VIII. 

Of the Genius of the Romans^ towards 
the end of the fecond War of Car^ 
thage. 

UP O N the conclufion of fo great and fo long 
a War, there arofe a certain fpirit unknown 
rill then in the Commonwealth. Not but that there 

* had 
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had been frequent Seditions before. For the Se* 
nate had more than once endeavour'd to opprefi 
the People ; and the People offered violence to the 
Senate : but ftill men afted on thefe occafions by a 
publick Principle, regarding the Power of thefe as 
a Tyranny, which ruin'd freedom ; and the Liber- 
ty of the other, as a licentioufnels which would end 
in confufion. 

But men now began to feparate their private 
from the publick Intereft. The bonds of Society, 
which were thought fo agreeable before, feem*d at 
this rime to be troublefom chains ; and every one 
growing uneafy under the Laws, had a mind to re- 
aflume his primitive right of diipofing of himfelf^ 
and in this choice to follow the motions of his own 
wiU. 

As the difguft of Subjeftion had been the oc- 
cafion of turning out the Kings, and dilpofed the 
People to the eftabliftiment of Liberty ; fo the dit 
guft of the famp Liberty, which they found trou- 
blefom to maintain, dilpos'd their minds to parti- 
cular dependencies. 

Their love for their Country, and their zeal for 
the Publick Good, were exhaufted in the ftrefi of 
the War againft Hannibal, where the affedion 
and virtue of the Citizens went beyond the expec- 
tation of the Republick. Men had fpent their 
blood and treafure for the Publick, which was not 
yet in a capacity to give any recompence to private 
men. The feverities even of the Senate, had in- 
creased that of the Laws on fome occafions ; and 
the rigour which had been ufed towards the Prifo- 
ners that were taken at the Battle of Cannae afFe6te4 
every body very fenfibly : but People fuffer'd it pa-^ 
riendy, nt a time when they thought it was their 
common intereft to endure all things. So foon as 
they had lefs to fear, they thought the neceflity of 
filffering was at an end ; and every one having ex- 

Q 3 haufte4 
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Jiauftcd their flack of docility and patience, before 
the conclufion of their misfortunes, they bore with 
reluftancy, what they imi^in*d was impofed upon 
them without neceffity, by the fole pleaiure of the 
Magiftrates. 

'Twas thus that the firft difgufts were formed, 
from whence it came to pafs, that men left the 
JRepublickj to cultivate their own private Intereft ; 
fought new engagements in Society, and chofe 
amongft themfelves fuch perfons, as moft deferved 
their affcdions. 

In this difpofition of mind, S ci p i o prefented 
himfelf to the Romans, with all the qualities that 
may gain the efteem and favour of men. He was 
nobly defcended, and in him ftione with equal 
Juftre the goodnefs and charms of an excellent 
natural difpofition. He had an admirable greatneis 
of Soul, and a fweet, affable, and beneficent teni* 
per •, he was vehement and earnefl to infpire hia 
refolution and confidence in publick ; polite suid 
figreeable in private converfation, for the moft re- 
fined pleafure of friendfhip ; his foul was lofty, but 
ferene ; more fenfible of glory than ambitious of 
power. He fought lefs to diftinguifh himfelf by 
authority, or the fplendor of fortune, than by the 
difficulties of his undertakings, and the merit of his 
^ions. Add to fo many things, that in him, hap- 
py fuccefTes always anfwered high defigns ; and to 
crown all, he had poflefsM the people with an opi- 
nion. That he fet about nothing without the ad- 
vice, and never a(5ted without the afljftance of the 
Gods. 

• Tis no wonder, that fudi a man as I have here 
defcribed, fhould attr^ft the afFedlions of the People, 
which they were ready enough to give him of 
themfelves, and difengage many from a Republick, 
fpr which thev h^d ^Irea^y epterfain'd a difguft. 
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Thus the will of a perlbn fo virtuous, was preferred 
to Laws, which perhaps were not fo equitable. 

As for Scip I o, he ufed all the engaging ways 
of Humanity and AfFabilky ; and laying afide the 
priftine fcverity of Difcipline, he cx>mmanded with 
gentlenefs, troops that obey'd him with afFeftion. 

[* I know very well, that fome Seditions that hap- 
pened in his Camp are afcribM to his eafineis : but, 
if I dare adventure to fay it, 'twas a misfortune 
almoft neceflary at that time. *Twas a new fpirit 
in the Republick, which was prejudicial to the 
Government •, yet, without this fpirit, the Com- 
monwealth would have been ruin'd, and Sc i p i o 
alone was capable to infpire it. *Twas not fufRci- 
ent to maintain order among the Citizens, accord* 
ing to the Genius of their antient Legiflators ; there 
was alfo need of that of a Hero of lefs fevere Vir- 
tues, to animate delponding Soldiers againfl H a n- 
K I B A L, and give them the confidence of being 
able to overcome. The affairs of Rome were fo 
defperate, that nothing lefs than heroical Qualities, 
and the opinion of divine affiftance, could have re* 
trieved them. ] 

'Tis certain, that never had any Roman General 
Ihewn fo great a capacity, nor managed affairs fo 
Well; never were Lemons fo zealous to behave 
them&lves gallantly, and never was Commonwealth 
fo well fcrved, tho by a Principle different from 
that of the Commonwealth. 

Fabius and Cato% were fenfible of this 
evil, and omitted nothing to hinder the ill effe(5ks of it. 
But in truth, they mixed the fournefe of their pafli- 
ons with it ; and the envy they bore to this great 

G 4 Man, 

* This p^di0, 49td dmibir nohieh wUl h$ fo$tnd a littk 
Uwtr, both buwun Crotchets, art taken out of a Manufcrift 
which was left in the hands of Mr* Walhr. See the Life of M« 
deSt Evremond, 

! TheOenfer. 
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Man, had as great a fliare in their oppofidons, as 
their jealoufy of Liberty. 

That which is extraordinary, the corrupter re- 
mained a good man amongft thofe whom he cor- 
rupted, and aded more nobly than riiofe who op- 
pofed the corruption. And, indeed, he made all 
things fubfervient to the advantage of the Common- 
wealth, from which he had brought off others j and 
was only guilty of ferving it with the fame qualities 
with which he might have ruin*d it, 

I own indeed, that by the maxims of {o jealous 
a Government, fomc alarm might be reafonably ta- 
ken. A Soul fo elevated is thought incapable of 
moderation •, a defire of glory fo paflionate, is hardly 
to be diftinguifh'd from that ambition which makes 
us afpire to power. A confidence fo uncommon, 
is not remote from extraordinary undertakings. In 
a word, the virtues of Heroes are fufpefted among 
Citizens : nay, I dare affirm, that his pretending a 
Commerce with the Gods, which is fo advantageous 
to Legiflators for the foundation of a State, feem*d, 
in a private perfon, of dangerous confequence to an 
cftablilh'd Commonwealth. 

Scipio was therefore unhappy, in affording 
appearances contrary to his intentions ; which fer^ 
vcd as a pretence for the malice of his rivals, and 
as a ground for the precaution of alarm'd perfons. 

Hereupon a man of integrity is firft fulpe6led, 
and a little after an innocent accufed. He was able 
to anfwer and juftify himfelf ; but, if the expreffion 
may be allowed me, there is an heroick Inno- 
cence as; well as an heroick Courage. Thus he neg- 
leftcd the common forms, which innocent perfoiis. 
of the ordinary ftamp are oblig'd to fubmit to 5 
and inftead of anfwering his accufers, he caus'd 
thanks to be returned to the Gods for his Viftorles, 
when they demanded of him an account of his ac- 
tior\s. All the Peqpje followed him to the Capipol, 



u 
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to the Ihame of thofe that profecuted him. And 
the better to juftify the fincerity of his Defigns, 
and the purencfs of his Virtue, he facrificed his re- 
fentments to the Publick, chufmg rather to live at 
a diftance from Rome, by complying with the in- 
gratitude of fome Citizens, than to make himfelf 
the matter of it, by an unjuft Ufurpation. So many 
noble qualities obliged L i v y to pitch upon that 
great man for his Hero, and to aUow him a nice 
preference to the reft of the Romans. 
- If other Generals gained more Battles, and re- 
duced more Cities, yet they did not defeat H a n- 
K I B A L, nor conquer Carthage : if they knew how 
to command others as well as he, they knew not 
how to command themfelves, and be equally mas- 
ters of their pafllons in the hurry of bufmefs, and 
the repofe ot a private life, I leave it undeter- 
mined whether he was the greateft ; but, if I dare 
affirm what Livy hath but infinuated, take him 
altogether, he was the moft defcrving perfon. He 
had the Virtue of the antient Romans^ but cultiva- 
ted and polifhed ; and the knowledge and capacity 
of the lall, without any mixture of corruption. 

However, it is to be acknowledged, that his ac- 
tions were more advantageous to the Common- 
wealth than his virtues. The Roman People had 
too deep a fenfe of hi$ excellent qualities, and ap- 
plied themfelves lb particularly to him, that they ia- 
crific'd their duty to the Publick, in following the 
private foggcftions of their will. 

The Humanity of Sci p i o, did in time produce 
unhappy efteds, for it taught the Generals how to 
make themfelves belov*d : and as 'tis natural for all 
things to degenerate, an agreeable Command was 
followed by an unworthy complaifance ; and when 
Virtues were wanting to procure efteem and friend- 
(hip, they cinployed all the methods of bribery and 
corruption. Thcfc were the miferable effefts of 

this 
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this particular Genius^ which was noble and glori-> 
ous in its beginning, but did afterwards produoe 
the ambitious and the covetois, the corrupters and 
the corrupted. 

[I may add^ that had it not been for the attrac- 
tive charm of S ci p i o*s virtues, the fierce and un- 
tradable fpirit of equality that fway'd the old Ro- 
mans, had fubfifted a long time ; a Citizen would 
have made lefs application to another^ and this ap^ 
plication would not have produced an infenfible de* 
pendance, which tends to the ruin of Liberty : but 
had it not been for the allurements of thofe ve- 
ry Virtues, the Romans would never have reco- 
vered the defpondency into which the fear of H a n- 
K LB A I. had call 'em ; and the fame men, who af- 
terwards became Matters of the World, would, per- 
haps, have been ftibje£t to the Carthaginians.] 

This, at leaft, may be faid in behalf of the Dit 
gufts which the Romans had for the Republick, 
that if the People difengag'd themfelves from the 
love of the Laws, they only did it to fettle their 
affedions on virtuous perfons. The Romans tcanie 
to that pafs, that they confider'd their Laws^ as 
the fentiments of old L^iflators, which ought not 
to be a rule to their age ^ and ihe fentiments or 
$ CI p I o were look'd upon as living and animated 
Laws. 

As for S c I p I o, he turned all the regard they 
had for his perfon, to the fervice of the Publidc ; 
but defiring to foften the aufterity of Duty, by the 
allurement of Glory, he, perhaps, fufFer'd himfelf 
to be carried a little too far in this point ; and at 
Rome particularly, where the Citizens had appear^ 
ed aiminal, when they attradted too favourable 
an efteem. 

This new Genius which fuccceded the Publidc 
Good, animated the Romans for a long while to 
the performance of great and noble A<9:ions, which 

they 
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tfiey atchiev*d with a generous vigour and induftry, 
to which diey were ftrangers before : for, the lovc- 
of our Country makes us, indeed, facrifice our 
fortunes, and even our lives for its fafety ; but am- 
bition and defire of glory, are greater incentives 
to our induftry, than that firft paflion, which is al- 
ways virtuous and noble, but rarely acute and 
ingenious. 

To this Genius was owing the Defeat of Han- 
Ni B A L, and the ruin of Carthage; the humbling 
of A N T I o c H u s, and the conqueft ^or fubjedtion 
of all the Greeks : fo that we may fay with realbn, 
that it was advantageous to the Grandeur, but fatal 
to the Liberty of the Commonwealth. 

At length, they were as much out of humour 
with this, as they were with the love of the Repub- 
lick. That efteem, that noble inclination for men of 
virtue, feem*d ridiculous to thofe who refolv*d to 
confider nothing but themfelves. Honour began to 
be accounted a chimera ; Glory, a mere vanity ; 
and every one bafely purfu'd his own private inte- 
reft, whereby ;4ie thought he fliewM his good fenfe 
and judgment. 

Now the Genius of Self-intereft, which fucceed- 
cd that of Honour, adted differently amongft the 
Romans, according to the diverfity of tempers. 
Thofc who poflefled a true greatnefs of mind, ftrove 
to acquire power ; mean fouls contented themfelves 
by heaping up riches, all manner of ways. 

As men do not fall, of a fudden, into an abfd- 
lute corruption, there was a gentle Aiding froni 
Honour to Intereft, where both one and t'other 
fubftfted in the Repiiblick, but with different re^ 
fpeds. There was honour prefer/d in fome parti- 
cular afbions, and nothing but infamy in others. 

A general corruption reigned at Rome, in affairs 

that related to the Citizens. Integrity became eve-p 

ry day more wrc ; Juftige was in a manner ba- 

^ "^ nifhM: 
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nifh'd : the defire of growing rich, was the predo- 
minant pafiion ; and confiderable perfons applied 
their induftry to the making diemfelves matters 
of what did not belong to them. But ftill there 
was a face of Dignity kept up, in relation to ftran- 
gers ; and the moft depraved at home, lhew*d 
themfelves jealous of the Glory of the Roman name 
abroad. 

Nothing was more unjuft than the judgment of 
the Senators ; nothing fo fordid as their avarice : 
yet, at the fame time, the Senate religioufly prefer- 
ved their Dignity ; and never were they more zea- 
lous to hinder the Majefty of the Roman People 
from being violated. 

This Senate, in other things fo much abandoned 
to intereft and fo corrupted, together with the reft 
of the Citizens, voted with the fame high fpirit as 
S c I p I o could have had, when they were to deal 
with an enemy. In the time of a great Corrup- 
tion, they could not bear the fhameful Treaty that 
M A N CI N u s ftruck up with the Numantines s and 
that unfortunate Conful was obliged to go and de- 
liver himfelf into their hands, with all manner of 
difgrace *, Gracchus, who had a (hare in the 
Peace, as being Quseftor in tlie army qf M a n- 
c I N u 5, in vain cnHeavour*d to fupport him ; his 

credit 



3 The Conful Hfifiilms ManclnuSt after having been ftveraX 
times defeated hy the NuniantineSj fitjfi''*^ himfelf, with his Army 
eenfifting rf^ thirty thoufand men^ to he fhm up in his Cav^ | 
and could nof other wife befaved than by making *with the enemy ^ 
who had but four thoufand men^ a Treaty i wherein it was agreed, 
that henceforth there Jhould be a perpetual alliance between the 
Remans and the Numantines^ and that the latter flsotdd enjoy all 
the rights and prhileges of the Romans. The Senate judging tin^ 
Treaty to be ignominious to the Republicky fent back Mancinsts, 
bound hand and foot, tp the Numantines^ that they might ufe hitn 
as they pleai*d^ but they would not receive him. See Fremjh^^ 
fnius*s Suppiemeat to the LV, and lyVI. Books efLivy* 
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credit was of no fervice ; and his eloquence employ- 
ed to no purpofe. 

As there happened thro' Gracchus, one of 
the moft important turns of the CcHnm on wealth, and, 
perhaps, the rife of all thofe commotions that af- 
terwards difturb*d it, it will not be amifs to give his 
Charafter. 

He was a perfon very confiderable for his birth, 
the advantages of his body, and the qualities of 
his mind ; of a Genius oppofite to that of great S c i- 
Pio, from whom his Mother Cornelia was 
defcended ; more ambitious of Power, than ani- 
mated by a defire of Glory, unlels it were that of 
Eloquence, which was neceflary at Rome to gain 
credit, and make one's felf popular. He had a 
great and lofty foul ; but fitter to embrace new, or 
revive antiquated things, than iblidly to purfue 
thofe already eftablifh'd. His integrity made him 
fcorn all thoughts of money, in regard to himfelf ; 
tho when he advanced the interett of others, 'tis 
certain, he always did it with fome defign. How- 
ever, the love of Virtue was natural enough to 
him, and the hatred of Vice yet much more. He 
had a compaffion for the opprefled, but more ani- 
mofity againft the oppreflbrs : fo that his paffion 
prevailing over his virtue, he infenfibly abhorr'd 
the perfons, more than the crimes. 

Several great qualities made himadmir'd amongfl: 
the Romans ; tho, at the fame time, he was not 
matter of one in a juft degree. His engagements 
carried him farther than he thought at firil ; hift 
refolution turn'd into a fort of obftinate ftiffnefe, 
and thofe virtues which might have been ufeful to 
the Republick, became fo many advantageous ta- 
lents for fadion. 

In my opinion, there is neither nicenefe nor 
moderation in the Judgments that have been tranf- 
mitted to us concerning him. Thofe that have 

embraced 
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cmbrac'd the party of the Senate, have repfefented 
him as a hot, furiou3 man ; and the partifaqs of the 
People, as a true proteftor of Liberty. Now, it 
feems to me, that his defigns, in 'the main, were 
honeft, and that he naturally hated all manner of 
injuftice ; but oppofition put thefe good intentions 
into a ferment and diforder. Contradiftion having 
incens'd him againft thofe that oppofed him, he 
purfu'd by a fpirit of Fa<5tion, what he had begun 
with a principle of Virtue. This, in my opinion, 
was the true Genius of Gracchus, who fl:irr*d 
up the People againft the Senate. Let's now confi- 
der what difpofition the People were in. 

After having done great fervices to the State, the 
people found themfelves expofcd to the oppreflion 
of the Rich, and particularly to that of the Sena- 
tors, who by their authority, or other unfair me- 
thods, robbed the Commons of their fmall poflet 
(ions. Thus, continual injuries had alienated the 
hearts of the multitude : but without entertaining, 
as yet, any ill intentions, they fuffered this tyranny 
widi grief; and as diey were really more miferable 
than feditious, they expefted, rather than fought af- 
ter a deliverance from this unfortunate condidon. 

I thought it neceflary to defcribe the Senate, 
Gracchus, and the People, before I entered up- 
on that violent agitation which afterwards ihook the 
Commonwealth. 

We may, therefore, imagine the Senate unjuff, 
corrupt, but concealing the infamy at home, by 
maintaining their affaire widi dignity abroad. Our 
idea of Gracchus, will reprefent him to us, as a 
perfon that had great talents, but fitter wholly to 
ruin a corrupted Commonwealth, than to reftore it 
to its purity by a wife reformation. As for the 
People, they were not difaffefted, but could not tell 
how to bear their mifery, nor how to employ them- 
felves after the lols of their poifeifions. 

2 Adver- 
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Advertisement. 

MOnJieur de St. Evremond^ as was mentiorfd in 
bis Life, having refolved to go over into Hol- 
land in the year 1665, left bis Papers in the cuftodj 
of bis good Friend Air. Waller ; but upon his return 
to London^ (in iByp)^ be found that moft of them 
were loji during tbe great Plague ; and^ among the 
rejty tbe feven following CbapterSy with part of tbis^ 
relating to tbe conteft of Graccbus with tbe Senate. 
They could never he recovered. ; and M. de St. Evre- 
mond would not take the trouble to write them over 
again : Jo that we have only tbefummary titles of them^ 
viz. 



CHAP. DC. 

Tbe Genius of the Roman' People^ when jugurtba pf- 
fejfed bimfelf of tbe Kingdom of Numidia. Sordid 
intereji predominant as to their Affairs abroad^ 
as it bad been long before at home. *!the infamous 
Char alter of thofe perfons who were firft emplofd 
in tfiis Affair^ the Temper of Scaurus, 

C H A P. X. 

fPar mana^d by Metellus. His CbaraSter^ and that 
of Jugurtba. Tbe Pride and Haugbtinefs of the 

Nobility. 
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CHAP. XI. 

The CbaraSler of Marius : bis arrogance. The Ge- 
nius of the People J and the Spirit of faction againft 
the Senate. The People fuperior to the Senate : 
their licentioufnefs. 

c H A P. xn. 

^be CbaraSler of Sylla^ wbo retrieves tbe authority of 
the Senate J and opprejfes tbe People. Something of 
Pompey and Sertorius. 

CHAP. Xffl. 

^e State of Rome^ and tbe Genius of the Romans j as 
tbe time of Catilin^s Confpiracy. His CharaSery 
together with that of Cloaius. Tbe banijbment of 
Ciceroy and bis Char alter. 

CHAP. XIV. 

Tbe State of Rome^ when tbe Government was divided 
between Pompey^ Cefar^ andCraJfus. 

CHAP. XV. 

Tbe Motives of tbe Civil War between Pompey and 
Cefar. Their CbaraSfer. How the Senate was 
affeSled to Pompey^ and tbe People to Cefar. Tbe 
fentiments of the former concerning tbe Republic^ 
His power eftablijbedj at tbe expence of tbe fublick 
liberty. Cefa^s politick and gradual fieps towards 
abfolute fwaj. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP* XVI. 

Cy A u o u s T u s, hts Qm^rn^enty 

and his Geniust 

T Wilji not .meddle w\sk die begknings of the 
JJI tiife of A*u Q u:s T j; s, which were too tragical ; 
Jonly intend to coiiUder' him after |iis acceflion to 
Ac Empii^e : and, in my xipinion, never did Go* 
vernment deferve more. particular obftprvatidns than 
iiis. 

After ;the tyranny of the Triumyirate, and the 
^elolation .occafiorfd by the Civil War, he .refbly*d^ 
M leng^, fto gavern bv realbn a people fubjefted 
jay Corce.; and.being dii^ufted with violenqe, which, 
perhaps, fthe neceflit^ of his affairs had forced up^ 
on him, heknewhow to eftablifli a happy fubjec- 
tion, farther dli^ant &om Slavery, than from the 
antient Liberty. 

Aug us t us ?»ras none of thofe, who pkdd the 
advantage of Sovereignty^ in the rigour of obedi- 
ence ; who talce no pleafure in the fervice which is 
done them, but for the neceffity which they impofe 
Upon others to perform it. 

This refinement of Government, was carried to 
:fuch a point of nicety, under fome of the Emperors ^ 
jdiat Subjects were not permitted tK>'feem. willing to 
bear that, which others thought fit to impofe on 
them. A difgrace that was received without a Ihcw 
..of deep ibrrow ; a baftilhment that was chearfuUy 
complied with ; in fliort, an eafy fubmifflon to every 
thing that was enjoin*d, caufed the difguft of the 
Prince, fo obey him as he would have it, a man 
was oblig'd to obey him in fpite of hinifelf : b^jt 

Vol. I. H ' 'then 
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then it highly concern'd him to be very cautious in 
his reludance ; for when the latter broke but with 
blufler, it did but provoke the more refentment 
and anger : fo that the poor Romans were hard put 
t9 it, to find a nice medium between two eictremes 
equally dangerous. 

Augustus judg*d quite otherwife of the mat- 
ter : he was of opinion, that the beft way to com- 
mand men, was to gain their affedions, before du- 
ties were exaifted from dicm : and, indeed, fb fiic- 
ceisful was he in perfuading them of the ufefulnefs 
of his Orders, that the people thought lefe of the 
obligation they lay under to perform them, than oS 
the advantage they found in them. 

One of his greateft and conftant cares, was, to 
make the Romans tafte the.Happineis of his Govern- 
. ment, and to make his power, as far as he could, in- 
fenfible to them. He rejeftcd thofe very names 
that might be difpleafing, and above all things the 
tide of Z)/^^/t?r, detefted in Sylla, and odious 
even in Ce s a r '. The greateft part of thofe pcr- 
fons that raife their fortunes, afliime new titles to 
authorize a new power ; but he was for concealing 
a new power, under ufual names, and ordinary dig- 
nities. He caused himfelf to be called Emperor 
from time to time, to preferve his authority over 
the Legions ; he made himfelf to be created 3W- 
hune^ to manage the People ; and Prince of the Se- 
nate, to govern that Body : but when he had re- 
tinited in his pcrfon fo many different powers, he 
alfo charged himfelf with different cares, and really 
became the Overfeer of the Armies, the People, 
and the Senate, when he made himib If Mafter of 

them 

' Non Regno tamen, neque Didatura^ fed Frincipis nomine 
conftitutam Rempablicam man Oceano, am amnibns loi^inqiiis 
feptum imperium. Corn. TacUns^ AnnaU Lib, I. of. ft Vid, I0t 
mn lab. III. cap. 5^* ' T . 
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them all : and even then he only employed his Pow- 
er, to take away the cx)nfufion that was growii uni- 
vcrlaL He reftor^d die People to their Rights, and 
retrench*d nothing but caballing at the eleftion of 
Ma^ftrates. He Kkewife reftor'd the Senate to 
dieir andent fplendor, after he had banifti*d corrup- 
tion : for he contented himfelf with a moderate 
Power, which did not afford him the liberty of do- 
ing ill ; but would have it abfolute, when he re- 
folv*d to impofe upon others die neceflity of do- 
ing well. 

Thus the People loft M other branch of their 
Liberty, but that of being feditious -, nor the Senate 
any part of their Power, but that of being unjuft. 
Liberty loft nothing but the diforders it may oc- 
cafion, and nothing of the happinefs it may pro- 
duce. 

After he had eftablilhed fb good an order, he 
found himfelf agitated by different thoughts, and 
cbniidered a long time with himfelf, whether he 
fhould keep the Empire, or reftore the People to 
their priftine Liberty. The examples of Sy>|.la 
and Cesar, notwithftanding their difference, made 
an equal impreffion in favour of the laft opinion. 
He confider^d that Sylla, who had voluntarily 
quitted the Diftatorftiip, died peaceably in the midft 
of his enemies ; and that Cesar, for having kept 
it, was murdered by his moft intimate friends, who 
glory'd in the a£tiop. 

I know Verfes iuit but ill with this folemn fub- 
jcft: yet thofe of Corneille, about the ful^ 
pence Auoustus was in, will not be amifs in this 
place ; (ince he makes the Romans fpeak better than 
they ^ak thcmfclves : 
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SvhhA m^a precede dam c/e Ponvfiir [uprime^ 
Le grand Cb s a j;, mon Pere^ m ajou'i de mme % 
jyun oeil fi Afferent torn deux font re^di^ 
^e l*un s^en efi demis^ €sf Pcuftre Vn^ gardL 
Mais Vun cru4^ b(^bare^ efi im:t mm^ tranqyilU^ 
Comm un hon Cita^e^ dans k few de [^ ville : 
Vafitrje tout dehonncire^ au mlieu du Senate 
A vu trancber fe$ jours far un ^Jf/0mt \ 

S Y L L A did once fuftidn that fovcreign Pow% 
Which my ilL^ibdoiis Fatheri Cjss a r^ \^ti 
But di&rent views their thoi^^its did aufertain ^ 
So one refiga'd) what t'other did retain. 
Yet, aucl SirLt4 dy'd, in ibft rmpie, 
Like a good Citizen that had no Joes ; 
When Cesar, who with gende mercy reigo'i^ 
Was hi;»fcher*d^ ij? f^e Seoatc, by 4 ftieiidp 

Struggling with fo trpju^blefom ^ uf^certjiiJoty^ ^ 
diilcovcr'd the perplexity of bis foul to his vvfp jprio-- 
cipal friends, Ac r i ? p 4 and M 1^ cek as. A* 
GRIP p A9 who had gaini^d hiip tl^ ^P^^9r ^7 ^ 
valour, advi^d hjm to lay it dp^;;^| <a)i4 tlfiis, fr^oi a 
prinjcipl^ of i;Qpderaiion v lu^leis, perhaps, h/s had 
more conceal^^ ^^> ^^ finding himfeira g^eat^ 
Warrior thajtj A,ucustus was, he, cxpeded the 
c}iief employmjents of the Commodwealith^ upon its 
reftoration. 

As for M EC EN AS, who had qo fl^are in the 
y idories, he advifed him to. retain what conqpeft 
had given him- However, amongft other cealons, 
he fai?d not to urge the conlideradpn of the Putn 
h'ck, which he pretended, could not be fijpported 
without Augustus. But allowing it mi^t t)e 
fo in fome meafure 5 he followed, in effeft, his in- 
.' clination 
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dJnftioii for th^ pcrfon of his Prince^ and his own 
private iwtereft. 

M s c E N At Was an honcft man ; bat gentle-na- 
turtl and tender, and more affc6ted by thefweetsof 
life, than by thole manly Virtues, which Were 
efteemed in the Commonweakh. He was ingenious, 
but given 16 hb Pleafbres, apprehending all things 
wkh much clearnefe, and jutfeing of them with fo- 
lidky, but more capable of advifing than aSing : (o 
that finding hi mfclf weak, lazy, and purely cut out 
for the Cabinetj he hoped to obtain from his ad^ 
drefe with a nice Emperor, what he qould not ex» 
peft from the Roman People, where he muft have 
raifed himfelf by his own abilities and performances, 
and aftcd vigoroofly by himfelf. 

To retirh from the perfbns to the thing, the 
Empire was retained by hrs advice 5 yet after the re- 
felotibnp of keeping it was taken, A0 oust us 
made a compliment of refigning it to the Senate, 
Sonfie looked upon dte as a great inftance of Mode- 
ration 5 many acknowledged the great integrity of 
the offer : but all truly agreed in this point, to re- 
fofe fhe antient Liberty. One would have faid, 
eh^ ihere was a conteff of ChdKties, which conclu- 
^d in a confymon fsttisfaftion oix both fides : for, 
Atrcusftfs goverrfd the Empire by the Senate, 
«d the Senate Wa* governed by Aug c s tus. 

A Government fo temperate, pleas'd every body j 
mA the Prince foUowed no Icfi he iritereft therein, 
than his moderate temper : for, after alt, we pais 
with much relu^nce from Liberty f o SubjedHon 5 
«id he might efteem himfelf happy to command a 
free People in what manner Ibever. 

Befides, the fetal, example of C£ s a r oblig'a 
him, perh2tt)s, to follow a different conduft, to 
avoid the fame end. The great J u Liu's, whof 
was born, if I may fb ipeak, in a Fadion oppofite 
to the StttsA^^ hatf always a fecrcp defire to Opprefs 

H3 iti 
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it I and finding that great Body oj^fed hb d& 
figns in the Civil War, he conceiv'd a new avcT'- 
fion for it, altho he had ihew*d ^ great deal of 
good-nature and clemency to the Senators in parti- 
cular. After his return to Rome, feeing himfelf fc^ 
pure of the People and the Legions, he litde re- 
garded th^e Senate •, aqd even treated them with ift- 
folence upon foine occafions ; fo difficult is it for 
perfons of the greateft moderation, not tP forget 
themfelves in a gre^t fortune I Now it is certam^ 
that this haughty pride of his, incenfed a great many 
perfons, and produced, or, at leaft, accelerated the 
Ponfpirapy by which he perilh'd. 

Augustus, one of the wariefl: Princes of the 
world, did not fail making the beft ufe of an obferr 
vation fo neceflary ; and tearce was he . poflefled of 
fhe Empire by the Legions, but he rcfolved to go- 
vern it by the Senate. He knew the violence of 
fhe Soldiers, and the tumulti^qus temper of the Peo- 
ple -, both appearing to him more fit to be employr 
ed on any fudden occafion, than eafy to be managed 
when it ws^ once over. 

He therefore refolv'd to found the Govern^ 
ment upoq the Senate, $is the beft conftituted body, 
jind moft capable of Wifdom and Juftice ; but a? 
the fame pime hp fepared the Legions, and the Peo- 
ple to himfelfj by donatives and ads of grace. 
Thus, as J have already obferyed, every one was 
plcafed, and Augustus found in hb moderation 
the real f^fety of his Perfon, and his Power. In 
fvhich refpeft he was, in truth, extremely fortunate, 
there being nothing fo happy in this lire, as for a 
man to be able with honour to purfue hi^ inclins^? 
^ipn and l)is iptereft ^t the fame time. 
I will no( qxcufe his beginnmg^ ; but I ma^e no 
l^ftion, but that during the violence of the Tri- 
ypivjrate, he did much violence to himfelf, 'Tis 
f m^ip, th^f h? n^mr^ly hmi fhc cruel temper of 
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M A R'l u s,.S Y L L A, and fuch like. He hated thofe 
fierce fouls, who feel bat an imperfeft pleafure in 
being maAers, if they .don't make their power felt 
by others ; who plac^ greatnefs in being dreaded ; 
and the happinefe of th^ir condition/ in making^ 
perfons milerable at their pleafure. 

He had found by experience, that an honeft man 
makes himfelf firft unhappy, when he makes others 
fo ; and he was never fo well fatisfy'd, as when he 
few himfelf in a capacity of doing good, according 
to his own inclination, after he had been forced to 
do fome ill things againft it. He always aimed at 
the fuccefs of his Affiiirs, but then he defired that 
they fhould tend to the publick advantage of Man- 
kind ; and in all his undertakings, confidered le& 
the Glory, than the Benefit. During his Govern- 
ment, no War was neglefted that might be ufeful ; 
and he left thofe Wars for Heroes, that are purely 
for Glory. 

This made him come to an accommodation with 
the Parthians, and lay afide the projeft which C e- 
s A R entertained a little before he was murder'd. 
This made him rejeft the propofal of a War in Ger- . 
many, wherein he difcovered no real intereft : this 
made him fet bounds to the Empire, whatever in- 
terprjBtation Ta ci t u s has given of fo prudent a 
couniel K In a word, he fuffer'd himfelf to be little 
governed by opinion, noife, or vanity. He efteem- 
ed a folid Reputation, which renders the life of 
men more pleafant and fecure. 

*Tis true, indeed, that Augustus had but an 
indifferent talent for War j and if we commend his 
Wifdom and Capacity, we muft not commend his 
Valour univcrfally. 

H 4 HiR- 

^ ' Addideratque concilium coercendi intra tenninos imperif^ 
iocertum metu an per invidiam, AnnaL UK I. C4f* ii. 
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HiRTius and Paksx anti€d «ft die fcft 
War againft A nt h 6 if y, <rf which A u o tr s ttfi 
alone reaped the adva(ntage ♦. He gained but lit* 
tie glory in that 6f B II u r tr s, whidi wa^ wholl/ 
managed and concluded by ANtftOKT. Thie 
ruin of Anthoni?") wa^die tfSeBt of his P^Off 
ftrCtioPAtHA, aiid the Vd6ur ofAc^RiPPA* 
Augustus had but little ihare m ^efe Bittd^ 
yet for ^1 that obtained the Emirire. Not but thaft 
he was in feveral Fights, and even wounded in 
foftie 5 but with more ftcccfs ft>r his Affairs, thaii 
glory for his Perfon. Artd, indeed, the t^rtA Le- 
gion, fomewhat infolent upon the fcore of the high 
efteem the great C e s A it had f6r them, e6lfld not 
bear with the Nephew, whenev'er they rememb6r*d 
the Uncle ; in^ch occafiorf d their being dilbamd^ 
ed, notwithftanding all theif m^rit, f6f onCe fceW- 
ing a diffefpeft to him, ih his vdry pf efeflce. 

However, he made an admirable ufe 6f War, 
both for the idvaftcement of his own intefeft, atnd 
that of the Empire. Never did Prince know how 
to give better orders, ^f* rep«r*d mfdfe willingly, 
whitherfoever the exigence Of affaifs calf d him, 
whether into Egypt, Sp^A, Gaul, Germany, of fhe? 
Eaft, Yet after allj the world Was fenfible tfiat 
War did not ^gree wkh fcis true OeniuS 5 ^d il- 
tho Ke triumphed With tjniverfal appllaiufe, it Was 
well known, that his Lieutenants were the Conquer 
rors. VLt would haVe pafs'd fot ^ great CafiCain, in 
{he time of thofe Empef ors. Who either thfd* theif 
Want Of Valour, Of falfe ideas ^f Oreatnefi, dlirft- 
not, or thought it below their dignity, to tike tkt 
cOnduft of Armies upon them. But as he WA in 

an 

4 Miirk jinthonjj who tvas hefiigmg Brntuiy om »f CeftrU 

fnurdirnSy in Moden4* Anthony tvas defmed hrfore that Town ; 

^iU thi tto^ Confuli, A. nifilm, and C. rthlus Pdnfa, fefljh*d 

thre : M which iief^ muth edHtrihmii n fhf AdtfAncminj 9f Ait- 

^HJfHfB fktn called OSimtms Cfftn 
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m ag^, Wli^ait. a. rnstfH c^ldn^ recommerid^ Kim« 
felf buc by his ov^ ExpkHts, and, in paiticular, 
fucccedcd C]^s^XR^ who- owed all to hirrifelf; it 
Was a dt^vants^e co^ him, to be more behdkfeA* to 
och^f^ tham t6 himfelf. 

- Ftif if Wffl m^ fo in the Civil Government, where- 
in' ^t Serm^e did i^ochaig (hat wa» wife and good, 
but what Augustus feggefted ta them. The 
Good ^f fbef dtafte was his fkft thought : and he 
Aid ndt M^r^bMd bf the Gewi^ of fbe Sfafe^ a varff 
jlrtd fafic^Aical name^ biM! the real benefit of thofe 
who compofed k. His 6wn firft ; (for k h not rea- 
iMfAAt that a ntov (hould qiHt the pleafures of ^ 
^iv«ee Kfc, to abandon h?n«lf to the cares of the 
PiAMck, vifikfy he finds his own advantj^e in h) and 
liext, that of hi^ Fe^pltf, which he ever thought in- 
l^arable from hb own. 

Thofe* wft6 had perform- d the greatcft fervice, 
were entitled to his firft regard -^ and trrtder him, 
Merie advaaic'd thofe, whom it Would have ruin'd un^ 
jder hisf Soccdflbrs, when Oimes were lefe dangerous 
than Virtues. A e R i f p a had not fb great a fhare 
in his confidence, a9 M^cj^nas; but his great 
flfuaMties rendet'd hifn ntoch more eonfiderabde : and 
having gainM fuch an intereft in Rome, that A u- 
pv^rvd found himfclf oWig'd, either to get rid 
tt him, or ms^ke him Ins abfolute Creature ^ he 
father chofe to give him Ws Daughter, notwith-» 
ftanding the meannefs of his birth, than hearken td 
whatjealoufy might fuggeft to him. As f6r M<- 
e ]g K A s, as he was more agreeable, and more vetv 
fed in the Clofet, ib he had the greater intimacf 
with him both as to his pleafures and fecrets. 

Atroustus was beneficent to his Courtiers, 
ittid was glad to fee, that the Romans, heretofore 
fo jealous of their Liberty, would make an advan- 
tage of his favours. Thps they made it their par ti- 
<:uJar bufin^ to pleafe A^ctrsrus, and the ma- 
king 
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lung one's court became a man's true intereft : tfao 
not the moll confiderable. The merit which rela- 
ted to the fervice of the State, was preferred before 
that which was acquired by a devotion to his pcrfon : 
the firfl of which he all along took care to encou- 
rage himfelf by his own difcourfes ; never mention- 
ing what was due to him, but always what he him- 
felf ow*d to the Republick. 

However, as we never beheld a man fo uniform 
in his a£tions, who did not, now and then, depart 
from the general habit dnd conduct of his life : (a 
Augustus pleaded one day in defence of a friend 
of his, who was accused of a horrible Villany ' ; and 
who, in all appearance, was acquitted only out of 
refpeft to the Emperor. This could not be done 
without offending good men ; but yet he exprels'd 
fb much moderation in keeping the forms, and in 
bearing with the freedom of thofe who anfwer'd 
him fomewhat fmartly, that he foon regained their 
affeftions : and even thofe that were moft offended, 
dropping their indignation, excused the injuftice of 
protedting a wicked Man, by the generofity that ap- 
peared in not deferring a friend 

The Mer\ of Letters had a great (hare in his fami- 
liarity 5 amongft the refl, Livy, Virciij, and 
Horace: by which we may fee the excellence of 
his Judgment, as well in ingenious compofures, as 
Jin bufmels. He loved the exquifite Tafte of his 
own Age, the Delicacy of which feems to have been 
almofl loft in thofe that followed : but he hated thofe 
Affedlations that proceed from a bad palate; and 
which ill Judges and falfe Criticks, extol into fub- 
lime. As he liv'd among perfons of refined tafte, 
fo he took a delight in having his choice applauded ; 

but 

^ Nonius jffirenas, who was accufed rf having foifin*d on^ 
hundred and thirty Perfons, with one dijh only. See Pliny's Hift^ 
:t^tt. /:/^.XXXy. caf,. 12. c^ Suct^ in Augufto, caf,^$. 
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but 'twas his opinion, that* it was much better to 
faU naturally into the good fenfe of others by one's 
Re^on, than to make one's capricious Humours to 
be receiv'd by force. 

Befides the honour of his Judgment, of which he 
was jealous, he was of opinion, that to bellow a 
bounty, which others thought ill-plac'd, was a fa- 
vour but to OjUe, and an injury to a great many- 
That, on the contrary, the dilgrace of a worthy 
man, was refented by all men of Virtue, by the 
companion ix raifes in fome, and the alarm it gives 
to others. 

He had an admirable faculty in difcerning the 
Humour and Ambition of the moft elevated per- 
fons ; yet without entertaining any fulpicions injuri- 
ous to their Virtue. 

He allow'd people the freedom of their Judgments 
in general Afiairs : for it was his opinion, that it's 
a man's birthright to fpeak his fentiments : that, 
indeed, it is a crime to pry curioufly into the Secrets 
of one's Prince, and a piece of infidelity to abufe 
his confidence : but that affairs, when once they be- 
come publick, muft of neceflity be fubmitted to the 
publick Judgment ; that a Sovereign ought to con- 
fider this, before he afb, and notpretdid that he 
is able to hinder it, when the thing is done. 

It was, perhaps, upon the knowledge of his hu- 
mour, that LivY adventur'd to write fo boldly 
the War of Cesar and Po m p e y, without lo- 
fing the leaft degree of his favour ^ C r e m u- 
Tius CoRDUS recited his Hiftory to -him, and 
he did not think himfelf in the leaft affronted, to 
fee Brutus and C^ssius there called the laft 

of 

^ Tituf IJviiis eloquendae ac ficki pneclafus in prtmls, Cn. 
]?OBipeiiiqi untis lai|dibus tulit, ut Pompeianum eum Auguftus 
fppeUaret : neque 14 ^micitiilP ^V^ Q^ecjt, Ta0tu$ Annals 
lAff IV P cap, }4, ^ 
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^ ihe RoiUkms : an Encomiiim nisth, uHcter T f ^ 
BSKiirst |)rovtd £tfal to CKEM^Tiirs, -who 
iras arra^fted for it } ^ Crimey &ys Tac i t tjs^ tiU 
then unheard of^ and which tx>ft iDm )m \\k\ Mb- 
c E K AS Idd giren hifii a tDore pardciilar crasfel, 
but moft difficult to be praftifoi $ it was^ ^ K ever 
to be piqued at whatever was Qxiken agaiuft him. 
Ifwhak: is alicdg'd cf m be true, added Mbce- 
^' WAS, it is rati^r car bii&ie& ta mend, dian 
^^ for others to put a reftraint upon themfelves : 
^^ but if what is faid of as be falfe, fo foon as we 
ihew a concern at it, we make it fuipe£led for 
truth* The contempt of fudf Dir<E:ourfes difcre- 
^' dits them, and takes 2C9ncf the pleafure from thofe 
^' that raife them, if yon refent them more Aan 
you ought to do, it is in the ponrer of the moft 
contempt9:>k Enemy, <^the moft pidlial Envier, 
to difturb the repoife of your kfe \ and all yo» 
Power cannot fecote yoii agwtft Vetacbft.** 
Augustus went to extremes ki fbme dM^, 
but fell Tery fltort in others. I fee injwies forgot- 
ten ; I fee Um ia bold in his demency, that he 
duril pardon a Coidpinicy, not Mily real, bat even 
ready and ripe for CKCutioil *. 

However,, let nuen be nearer fo tirtitoiiS) ytt they 
never allow it much ta their Virtue, but ibty iftiak^ 
great allowances to their Huntour. *Tis hi'dly to 
be bclietedv how nice he was, in relalion to hii 
family v nothing^was fo dan^etDus as to talk of the 
Amours of Julia, nnlefe it were to haV^ foiwe 
tomracrce with her. Ovrp wa^ batisfht'd fof it^ 
and never recalled ; and that whieh appeaf^ to mc 

ejctfa- 

7^ Cremutius Cordus poftulatur, boyo ac tunc primum audito 
€riinin4y qiKMl ecKtit AsmlilMK^ IttukRoqutf M. Anito^/ C. Callitini 

(€rem$i^h C»rdo) quod firuRmt Ca^ufUqife i^4m9s M^amHp^ 
-dixi (Tet. Sttttonius in Tihcrio^ caf^6it 
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of this fra»rar4 hiupour. Tiyu: t;tif gsfi^ivuSt cfjv-^ 
j,iA fhpujid di%)kafe Avo]|^tv$ W4^ a, «atw4 
thing) but thai: tb^ppor Aqi^ip^A IbQul^fitSex 
the ajEXger of bk Fat^r-^-l^ur, ^ the ciet>a«id^e- 
lies of h^ Wife i^ tbie £im? time^ vias ^ o44 b^ 
fmefa, and the liA mbf^rcu^ ^Mt ca^ ]^fa} ii 
Huiband. 

It rauft be coafel$'4 ^^ the Eo^p^ror was, iqq 
m^ch |9^i|)lex'4 U ha^ la th« general afpl^pfe 
oif the wi^c^e Empire, ^^ could lU^ overcoi^e tho^t 
little ye^tions h^ ^ti^ilf gav^ him ; and he tiQr^ 
them rather like a mere p^iv^ti^. perijbji, th^ 9 gre^C 
taaa i ior I^ kn|sw i^i^f hpw t9 ^fid thef^ <^pr- 
ders^ \fy faking cafe t9 prevent thefp for the. 
fixture, which r^y v^ op e^fy ^ii^g > inpr ye| ta 
qopqiw^r his omn refefltw^ots, wd fet his ^ii^ .» 
ri^ft. A&er be b^d m^ck. affl.i6^^4 hi.gifejif on one 
fide, he indulged him^lf. coo carei^fly i;i t^t fweet« 
nefs he found on t'other.; and if J u l i a tormeodt- 
ed him a» Jkiog a; Qi^c V^ed, L i v i a knew how 
to oiaiMge hiia 6> well i^ the declining part of his 
age, that th^ Adopcioi} of Tibjs^ivs wg^ rather 
the €&& of her a>nd4(^ ti»n tk^ real <;hc^09 pf the 
Emperor. 

Augustus knew better than any one the Vices 
ofTiBSRius, and the defigns of L i v i a ; but 
had oot iorce enough to aA acocMding to the true 
Judgment he made of them. While he formM % 
juft notion of things, which never proceeded to ex- 
ecutipn j bis Wift, vidiout oppofing his under-* 
ftamlbg) and u&left kaowkd^, made herielf mii^ 
treis fn his will, and turn'd him which way fiie 
pleased. 'Tb this, in my opinion, which hath de- 
.cciy'd Tacitus, in thple malicious Politicks 
which he afcribesto Augustus. He knew that 
Ti B B Ri us's Temper was not unknown to hun ; 
and becaufe he did not believe that fp gre^c an Em- 
peror 
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peror could be perfuaded to fo important a bufine6 
againft his own fenciments, he hath ilippos'd a De- 
fign and Myftcry, where, if I miftake not, there 
Was nothing at bottom, but downright facility ^ 

After thefe particulars of his Family, let us re- 
turn to generals. He made die World happy, and 
was happy in the World. He had nothing to de- 
fire of the Publick, nor the Publick of him : and 
conjfidering-the evils thro* which he forced Ws way 
to the Empire, and the good things he did after he 
arrived at that dignity, I think it was faid with 
reaibn. That it were to he vnfifd dtber be bad never 
been horn^ ^ bad never died '®. 

At laft, he died lamented by all men ; lefs great 
without comparifon than Cesar, but of a more 
regular Genius ; which makes me believe, that ic 
would have been more glorious to have ferv*d in 
the Army of C e s a r, but more happy for a man 
to have liv'd under the Government of Augus- 
tus.. 

As for the Romans, they had nothing then fo 
elevated among them, as in the time of the Repub- 
lick, eidier with relpedt to the greatnefi of Genius^ 
or firmnefi of Soul 5 however, they were fome- 
what more fociable. After all the Calamities they 

had 

9 Ne Tiberium quidem caritate, aitt Reijmblicae cura fiiccef^ 
forem adrcitum ; fed quoniam adrogantiain» fflevitiamque ejus in* 
trofpexerit^ comparadone deterrima Gbi gloriam qusuvlfle. Au» 
naL Lih, U cap. io» Fide ttiam Ssietcnmm mTiberiOy cap, 2U 

^^ Igitur mortuum (Au^uftum), feu necatum, muttis noyi£ 
quQ honoribus Senanis cenfuit decorandmn. Nam praeter id qnod 
antea Patrem Patriae dixerat, templa tarn Romae, qu^ per tubes 
celeberrimas ei confecravit, ctmdis vulgo jadandbus^ u t x n a m 

AUT >rON NASC£R£TUR« AUT HON MORBB.STV1U 

Alterum peffimi incepd, exitus praectari akenun. De Vita o* 
Mcribus Imferatorum Romancrtim^ Excerpta ex Uhris Sext. Awm 
ViSloris^ (kc. cap. I. % 28, 29* Tht fatm hath b$m fmd of the 
Bmferw Sevekuis* S$€ Aureltus Vidor, de CafartbHS^ cap* 
XX* in Septimio Severp } and ifiHi Spamani) Stvirits* 
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had fufFer*d, they were glad to find fome Tranquil- 
lity, no matter how it came to them. There re- 
main'd not a fuffident Virtue to fuftain Liberty: 
they[ would have been afham'd, indeed, of an entire 
Subjedlion -, but if we except a few fierce Ipirits, 
whom nothing would content, every one took a 
pride to fee the appearance of a Republick, and was 
not, in reality, diipleafed with a gentle and agreeable 
Sovereignty. 



flift iitftafiaft afttf t a ft tf r ^fr 1ft 1ft ^ 3ftiftaft3ftift3ftr^tf-tf-ffr 3ftai tH 3ft a>ir& 



CHAP. XVIL 
Of Tiberius, and his Genius. 



As diere are but few Revolutions, where men 
continue long within fuch a juft moderation ; 
a happy and honourable ftate was foon changed in- 
to a miferable and bafe condition. The Roman 
Virtue was foftned after the death of B r u t u s and 
C A s s I u s, ¥dio alone kept up the fiercenefi of it* 
After the ruin of A n t h o n v, there was a liking, 
almoft general, of the Government of A u g u s- 
Tus, and no left a compkifance for his Perfon. 
When Tiberius came to the Empire, this com- 
pkifance degenerated into cringing and aduktion. 
We may with reafon affirm, that this Prince being 
naturally irrefolute, would have been contented 
.^th a moderate Power : but the Romans, more 
difpofed to ferve, than Tiberius to command, 
gave themfelves up to flavery, when he . hardly 
durft hope for their fubjeftion. This was die Ge- 
nius of the Roman People at that time. 

2 Tis 



*I:i3 nec^iry ww 'to /peak <rf d»t of T i b ;E r r- 
4F s. Mid to fimw f^t £>FC <»f Xemfief be ^o^^ 

His moft ^iKi^ledl, b^tl^oil pMcioeii Mign,^^]^ 

Jatter, when ht /cante 10 be EiDpeFar, be^t ^ l^is 
«iM>iiglits miiwfk 'jtbke ^iHocuriiig t;be ^a^ral g»od. 
<kf to juft Jiid;& wyp ;^ PoUey, T j,b «jr i us jni^d^ 
a Science of the Cabinet, in which was ((^^pr^eod- 
cd a falfe and myfterious Intereft of the Prince, fe- 
parate from tjie Intereft of the State, and generally 
^ppofite » Ae Fabfidc Good. 

Judgment, Capacity, and Secrecy, Were changed 
into Craft, Mpfys^ and pi^myljitipq. Good and 
evil adions were no longer known ^^y themfelves ; 
every thins being interpreted according to the nice 
int»!wwi^ dj^vgiM^^ % r^i)ing 

of fome malicious fpeculation. 

The authority which Germanicus had to 
iiqppeafe -^e hsmmsy was a Agvipe v^y advjKita- 
^eoHGT, and for fome time well ^s^epii^ t mhtp ^e 
danger was over, it was c0ofi4pFj^3 thtf he mi^t 
debauch the Ti|K)iS)ips fnom their /d,ti|y, iince he Imf^ft 
hovr to bri^ them |o it. In ya^ii was he &i$hf|il 
^to TiBSRivs; his moiderafion in rafadeg the 
Empire, was not thought a (qfficiant proof of his 
•innocence : he was thought guiky fpr having it of- 
fered to him ; and fo many ^rjfifi.ces were employod 
-to deftroy bimy that they at lieqgth ^t rid of a 
•man, who was willing to obey, but deferv'd to 
command. Thus pe?i(h*d this G e r m a n i c y s, fo 
tdear to the komans, b an Army, where he wns 
lefe in danger from the Enenyes of the Empire, 
than from &t Emperor whom h^ had fo l^thniUy 
Served. 



He 
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He was not the only perfon that fell a facrificc 
to thofe malicious Politicks, which had a general in- 
fluence in all Counfels, Diftaht Employments were 
but myfterious Banifliments •, Offeces, and Govern- 
ments were beftow*d on Perfons that were either 
defign'd for ruin, or thofe that were to ruin others. 
In a word, the intereft of the publick was no lon- 
ger Confider'd ; for in truth the Armies had rather 
Outlaws over them than Generals ; and the Provin- 
ces baniflied men, than Governors. At Rome, 
where the Laws had been always fo religioufly and 
fo folemnly obfervM, every thing was then manag'd, 
by the jealoufy of this myfterious Cabinet. 

When a perfon of confiderable merit IhewM any 
paflion for the glory of the Empire, T I b e r i it s 
fufpefted immediately, that it Was with a defign to 
obtam it. If another retained an innocent remem- 
brance of Liberty, he pafs*d for a dangerous man, 
who had a mind to reftore the Republick. To 
praife Brutus and C as si us was a capital 
crime : to lament Augustus, a fecret offence, 
which was fo much the lefs pardonM, as people 
durft not complain of it ; for Tiberius always 
commended him in publick, caus'd divine Honours 
to be decreed to him, and was the firft man that 
performed them to him. But human fentiments 
were not allowed ; and a tendernefs (hewn for the 
memory of that Emperor, was improved either into 
an indiredl impeachment of the prefent Govern- 
ment, or a difafFedion to the Perfon of the 
Prince. 

Hitherto you have had Crimes infpir*d by the 
jealoufy of talfe Politicks -, but now there opens a 
fcene of bare-fac'd Cruelty, and avowed Tyranny. 
They are not contented with forfaking good Maxims, 
but the beft Laws muft be abolifti'd, and new ones 
cnafted, under pretence of fecuring the Emperor*s 
perfon, but in reality to deftroy all the gooa men 

Vol I, I that 
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that remained in Rome. Every thing is made 
Treafon. Formerly true Confpiracies were punifh- 
cd, but now even innocent words, malicioufly ex- 
plained, are made criminal. Complaints, whidi the 
unfortunate are allow'd for the relief of their mife- 
ries V Tears, thofe natural expreflions of our grief; 
and Sighs, which efcape us in foite of our will ; nay, 
bare Looks, at laft, became fatal. The fimplicity 
of difcourfe was thought to cover evil Defigns ; the 
difcretion of filence, to conceal mifchievous Inten- 
tions. Joy was interpreted as a hope of the Empe- 
ror's death ; and melancholy obferv*d as a vexation 
•at his profperity, or wearinefs of his reign. In die 
midft of thefe dangers, if that of Oppreflion gave 
a man the leaft apprehenfion, his fear was taken for 
the teftimony of a frighted Confcience, which, be- 
traying it felf, difcover*d what he was about to do, 
or what he had done. If any one was thought to 
have Courage and Refolution, he was fear*d as an 
audacious man, capable to undertake any thing. 
To fpeak, to be filent, to rejoice, to be afflifted, to 
be fearful or refolute, all was criminal, and very of- 
ten incurred capital punifhment. 

Thus, the fuipicions of others made a man guil- 
ty. But it was not enough for him to be expoied 
to the corruption of Accufers, the falfe reports of 
Spies, or the fuppofitions of fome infamous Infor- 
mer ; he.muft dread likewifc the Emperor's fancy : 
and when one thought himfelf fecure by the inno- 
cence not only of his Adions, but of his Thoughts, 
he could not fail being ruin'd by the malice of his 
conjedhn'q. 

To carry the matter no farther ; a man ought to 
have had a good ftock of merit in that time, to be 
a man of Integrity, becaufe it expofed him to fo ma- 
ny dangers and hardlhips. That Virtue which durft 
appear, was infallibly deftroy'd 5 and that which was 
but gueffed at, was never fecure. 

As 
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As we are not exempt fronj perplexity in the 
evil which we make others endure, Tiberjus 
Was not always eafy in the exercife of his Cruelties^ 
S E J A N u Sj who infinuated himfelf intd his favour^ 
by methods as unjuft as his own ; this great Favou- 
rite, furfeited with honours arid riches, ^^hich dill 
continued him in a dependance, had a defire to free 
himfelf from all fubjeftion, and left nothing unat- 
tempted to put himfelf infenlibly intd the place of 
his maftef. Being inftrufted in the Maxims of the 
Emperor, and having gain'd a maftery in his arts^ 
he removes out of the way his Children by poifon i 
and was upon the point of difpatching him, when 
this Prince recovering from his ftupidity^ as it were 
by a miracle, preferv'd his unhappy days, and de- 
ftroyed that Cdnfident who defign'd to have de* 
ftroy'd him. His condition was not left unhappy 
than before : he lived odious to all the World, and 
troublefom to himfelf; an enemy to the lives of^ 
Others, as well as to his own. At length he died, to 
the great joy of the Romans, not being able to 
efcape the impatience of a SucCeffor, who caufed 
him to be flifled in a fickneis, when he was in a fair 
way of recovery* 

I have fometimes reflefted upon the difFererfcd 
between the Republick and the Empire, and came 
to this conclufion : That a Man might have lived 
as eafy under the Emperors, as under the Cbnfuls, if 
the Maxims of Augustus had been purfued. 
But Rome was not fo happy. The Politicks of T i- 
B B R I u s were embraced by the greateft part of his 
Succeflbrs, who placed the honour of their Reign ^ 
not in governing the Enipire beft, but in enflaving 
it moft. 

In this relpeft, AucustxTS was Icfs efteem'd 
for having kndwn how to make the Romans happy^ 
than Tiberius for having made them miferable 
Without controuL Thefe Emperors thought it a 

I 2 mark 
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of infufficiency, or weaknels, to obferve the Laws : 
fometimes the art of eluding them, was the chief 
fecret of their Policy ; and fometimes the forcible 
violating of them, pafs'd for true Greatnels, and 
becoming Authority. The forces of the Empire 
were no more employed againft Strangers : the 
power of the Emperor was felt by the Natives, 
and the oppreffed Romans held the place of fub- 
dued Nations. At length, the C a l i g u l a's, the 
N E R o's, and the D o m i t i a n's, pufli'd Sove- 
reignty beyond all bounds ; and altho the Preroga- 
tives of the Emperors were infinitely below thofe of 
the Kings, yet they committed feveral Violences^ 
which Ta r qu I n himfelf would not have ventured 
upon. 

On the other hand, the Romans became equally 
fatal to the Emperors; for paffing from Slavery 
to Fury, they rhaflacred fome of them, and arro- 

§ated to themielves an unjuft and violent Power of 
epofing and fetting them up at pleafure. Thus 
the bonds of Government were broken ; and the 
duties of Society failing, nothing elfe was aim*d at, 
but to ruin thofe who obeyed, or to deftroy thofe 
who fliould have commanded. This ftrange con- 
fufion ought principally to be afcribed to the bar- 
barous temper of the Emperors, and to the bru- 
tifli violence of the Soldiers ; but if you trace up 
the firft caufe, you will find, that this fpirit of Ty- 
ranny was firft authorized by the example of T i- 
BERius, and the Government eftablifti'd upon 
thofe Maxims, which he left behind him. 

As thofe who affed regularity the moft, don't 
alwa}:S> adhere to the juftnefs of Rules •, fo the moft 
irregtilar don't eternally follow the diforders of 
their Inclinations, and Humours. They will, at 
leaft, add Policy to their temper. Even thofe who 
do every thing without deliberation, don't fail to 
refleft upon their Aftions, when tliey are over, and 

' ^ make 
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make that to be the efFedt of Judgment, which was 
the pure refult of Nature. But whether the Em- 
perors afted by natural Temper, or Policy, or 
both together ; I maintain, that Tiberius cor- 
rupted every thing that was good, and introduced 
every thing that was bad in the Empire. 

Augustus, who had a juft and nice infighc 
into things, knew admirably well the Genius of his 
time, and found no trouble in changing a voluntary 
Submiflion in the leading men of a party, into a 
true Subjeftion. Tiberius, full of Craft and 
Subtlety, but of a falfe difcernment, was miftaken 
in the knowledge of the AfFeftions of the People. 
He thought he had to do with old Romans, fond 
of Liberty, and incapable of any Subjefbion : when 
at the fame time the general inclination was to 
ferve, and the leaft paflive were diljpos'd to obedi- 
ence. This falfe Notion of things, made him ufe 
cruel precautions againft perfons he feared without 
reafon : for 'tis obfervable, that fo fufpicious a 
Prince, had never occafion to fear any one but 
Sejanus, who made him diftruft all others. 
With thefe falfe meafures. Cruelty daily increased ; 
and as he that offends, is the firil that hates, the 
Romans became odious to him, for his unjuft and 
barbarous ufage of them. At length, he afted 
openly, and treated ithem as Enemies, becaufe he 
had given them but too much reafon to be fo. 

The paflive humour which pre vaiPd then, made 
his tyranny peaceably endur'd. They fufFer*d the 
Brutjuity ot Caligula with the like fubmiflion ; 
for his Death is a particular faft, wherein neither 
the Senate, People, nor Legions were concerned. 
They bore with the dangerous Stupidity of C L a u^ 
D I u s, and thelnfolence ofMESSALiNA. They 
cndur'd the Fury of N e r o, till their patience be^ 
igg totally exhaufted there enfu*d a general difcon^ 
lent, 

1 3 Here- 
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Hereupon a Confpiracy was form'd againft hU 
perfon : from particular Combinations, it came to 
the revolt of the Legions ; and from the revolt of 
the Legions, to the declaration of the Senate. The 
latter might, perhaps, have reftor'd the anticnt Li- 
berty, if they had been willing to do it i but havr 
ing been fo long ufed to Emperors, they were 
contented to difpofe of the Empire. This privi- 
lege the Pretorian Cohorts challcng'd to themfelves ; 
neither would the Legions of Provinces yield them 
diat prerogative. A divifion broke out among the 
latter ; (bme nominating one for Emperor, and 
Tome another. Then nothing was heard but Mafla- 
cres and Civil Wars -, and never did the People en- 
joy any fettled Tranquillity, if we ejtcept the Reign^ 
of a few Princes, who knew how to reconcile thofe 
interefts, which the falfe Politicks of T i b e R i u s 
had divided, to the common misfortune both of the 
Emperors and Empire. 
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TIS almoft univerfally agreed, that Ale- 
xander and Cesar were the greateft 
men in the World ; and all who have fet 
up for Judges, thought they obliged the Heroes 
that came after them, by finding fome refemblance 
between their Reputation and their Glory. Plu- 
tarch, after he has examined their Temper, their 
A&ions, and their Fortunes, leaves us the liberty 
to decide, which he durft not take upon him, 
Montaigne, more confident, declares himfelf 
for the former : and fince the Verfions of V a u- 
G £ L A s, and d'Ablancourt', have made 
thefe Heroes the fubjedt of all our converfations ; 
every one has efpous'd the part of one or f other, 
according to his own particular inclination or fanc^. 
As for rty fclf, tho, perhaps, I have examined their 

I 4 Livei 

« 

' VAiig$la$ has tranfiatid into Fnnch, tht Lift of JUxaitm 
dor, wrimn fn Ldtin ky ^luimns Curfms i and fAhj^n^^mt Cl^ 
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Lives with as much curiofiiy as any man, I will 
not pretend, however, to give a pofitive Judg- 
ment : but fmce you are unwillfng to excule me 
from giving my thoughts, I have fent you feme 
obfervations, upon the Relation and Difference I 
find between 'em. 

Both had the advantage of an illuftrious birth ; 
Alexander the Son of a copfiderable King; 
Cesar defcended from one of the moft noble fa- 
milies of that Republick, whofe very Citizens 
elleem'd themfelves fuperior to Kings. It feems, 
that the Gods had a mind to make known the fu- 
ture grandeur of Alexander, byOLyMPi- 
A s's dreatp, and.. by fome other paflages. His iji- 
dinations, that were fubhme from his infancy; his 
tears, which Ihew'd him jealous of his father's Glo- 
ry ; the judgment of King Philip, who thought 
him worthy of a greater Kingdom than his own, 
fufficiendy fupport the declaration of the Gods. Ma- 
rjy things of this nature were no lefs renuu-kablc 
in Cesar. When he was very young, Sylla 
difcover'd many Mariiis's in him. Cesar 
dreamM that he had lain with his Mother, and the 
Soodifayers interpreted it,. That the Earth, the 
pommon mother of mankind, fliould fall under his 
power. Jie wa^ qbferv^d to weep, when he be^r 
held the Statue of Alexander, becaufe he 
had perform 'd nothing confiderable, at an age when 

that Conqijeror had made himfelf matter of the 

Wgrld. ' ^ ........ 

They were both paflionate lovers of Learning : 
but Alexander, whofe ambition (hew'd it felf 
in all his Aftions, was jealous of any fupcriority in 
his fludies ; and the priricipal epd he prgpos-d to 
himfejf in fcience^, was to be more knpwmg thaii 
pthers. Thus we find he complain'd of A r i s t o-^ 
T L eJ fop publifliing fome Arcana's of Learning^ 
!jf hjch (ho^4 h;jve beei> cornmijnicated trf none but 
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himfelf ; and he declares. That he coveted no lefs to 
raife himfelf above other men by his Learning, than 
by his Arms. As he had a prying and eager Ge- 
nius, he delighted in the difcovery of the fecrets 
of Nature, and Was particularly affefted with Poe- 
try. All the world knows what a refpeft he bore 
to HoM ^R •, and that in favour of Pi n d ar, the 
Houfes of his Pofterity were preferv'd in the gene- 
ral ruin and defolation of Thebes. 

Cesar, whofe Genius was not altogether Co 
extenfive, reduced the Sciences to his own ufe, and 
he feems to have admir'd Learning, for no other 
reafon than for his own advantage. In the Philofophy 
of E p I cir R u s, which he preferred to all others, 
he beftow*d his chief application on that part of it 
which relates to Man. But it appears, that Elo- 
quence had his earlieft care, as being perfuaded it 
was the moft neceflary qualification in a Republick, 
to arrive at the higheft employments. He fpokc a 
funeral Oration at the Roftra, on the Death of his 
Aunt Julia, with great applaufe. He impeach'd 
Polabella; and afterwards made that incom- 
parable Speech, to fave the live? of L e nt u l u s, 
^nd the rdik that were imprifon'd on account of C a- 
tiline's Confpiracy*. 

As for Alexander, there is nothing that we 
have any aflurance to be his, except fome Apoph- 
thegms of an admirable turn, which leave in us an 
equal impre0ion of the great^efs of his Soul, and 
the vivacity of his Genius. 

But the greateft difference I can obferve in their 
fentiments, i§ upon the fcore of Religion : for, A-» 
LEXANDER was dcvout, evcn to fuperftition, giv- 
ing an entire credit to Divinations and Omdes 5 
which, befides his natural hiclination, may be im- 
puted to his ufual reading of the Poets, who incul- 
cated 
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cated a fear and reverence of the Gods, and made 
up all the Theology of thofc times. As for C e- 
s A R, whether it were owing to his temper, or bc- 
caufc he followed the Opinion of E p i c u r u s, 'tis 
beyond difpute, that he went into the other extreme i 
that he had no expe6bation from the Gods in this 
life, and was very litde concerned about what 
ihould happen to him in another, L u c a n re- 
prefents him at the fiege of Marfeilles, with an Ax 
jn his hand, in a confecrated Wood, where giving 
the firft ftrokes himfelf, he encourages his Soldiers, 
who were feized with a fecret horror of Religion, 
by expreflions impious enough '. Sallust makes 
him affirm. That Death is the end of all misfor- 
tunes; that after it, there remains neither Care, nor 
fenfe of Joy *• 

But 

* Jjt€dn*s Verfes ar§ thfi. Lib. III. vern4j%— 439: 

Implicitai magno Catiar terrore cohortes 
Ut vidit^ primus raptam librare bipennem 
Aufus, & acriam ferro profcindere quercum, 
££Fatur merfo violata in robora ferro : 
Jam ne quis veftmm dubitet fubvertere filvam 1 
Credite me fecifle nefas. Tunc parult omnis 
Imperiis non fublato fecura pavore 
Turba, Cod expenfa fuperorum & Caefaris ira, 

Which Idr» Kcwi has tranflated thus : 

Caefar pireav*d thiffnading Ftar to growy 

Thin Mger, cattght an Ax^ and am*d a Blow i 

lUof funk within a vidatod Oak 

The wound'sng Edg$t and thus the Warrior fp^e ^ 

NoWg let no doubting hand the Task decline % 

Cut you the Woody and let the Guilt be mno, 

the trembling Bands unvjillingly obeyed; 

Two various Ills were in the Balance laid^ 

Jind CxfarV Wrath againft the Gods W4S weighed. 

^ In ludu acque miferiis mortem aeruoinarum requiem, noa 
cruciatum efle s earn cunfta mortalium mala diflblyere $ ultra 
neque curae neque gaodiQ locum efle, De Conjurat. Catitind^ 
cap. 51, 



M. DE ST. EVREMOND. 139 

But as men, be they never fo great, yet when 
they are compared one to another, are always in-j, 
firm, defeftive, contrary to themfelves, liable to 
miftakes or ignorance ; Cesar was dillurb'd at a 
Dream, which foretold him the Empire, and would 
not give the leaft credit to that of his Wife, which 
forewarned him of his Death, His life was anfwera- 
ble to his belief : he was, indeed, moderate in in- 
different Pleafures, but indulged himfelf without 
controul, in thofe that afFefted him» This was the 
reafon that Catullus writ fo many Epigrams 
againft him, and why at laft it became a Proverb, 
That Cesar was the Wife of all Hujbands^ and 
4 be Hufband of all Wives. 

Alexander was more moderate ip this re- 
ipeft, yet he was not altogether infenfible ; for 
B A R s I N E and^R o x a n a captivated him by their 
charms ; and his Continence, at laft, could not re-t 
ftrain him from being familiar with B a c o a s, as 
Darius had been before him \ 

The pleafure of banquetting, which Alexan- 
der loved to that degree, that fometimes he in- 
dulged himfelf in it, even to excels, was indifferent 
(o Cesar. Not but that Alexander, in 
time of aftion, was very temperate, and could take 
up with any thing ; but when eale and repofe had 
fucceeded the toils of War, he look'd upon tran- 
quillity as dull and infipid, if he did not, as it were, 
awaken it by fomewhat extraordinary. 

They were both magnificent, even to excels; but 
Cesar had more defign and felf-intereft in his 
profufion. His Gratuities to the People, his excef- 
fxve cxpcpces in the Edilelhip, his prefents to C u- 

RIO, 

S K^barzanes accepta fide pccurrit^ dpna ingentia fereni; 
Inter qusc Bagoas erat ^ecie fingnlari fpado, atque in ipfb flore 
pneritiaB ^ cui dc Darius fiierat a^uetus, & o^ox Alexander aflUe^ 
if<* fta^^* Curtiusy Lib* VI* cap« j« 
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RIO, were properly, rather Bribes and Corruptions 

than true Liberalities. Alexander's gifts prc>- 
ceeded from a true greatnefs of Soul, merely, with 
a defign to do good. When he pals'd into Ada, 
he diftributed his Patrimony among his friends, and 
•ftript himfelf of all, referving nothing for himfelf 
but the hopes to conquer, or a refolution to die. 
At a time when he had, almoft, no more occafion 
for any man, he difcharg*d the debts ol the whole 
Army. Painters, Statuaries, Mufidans, Poets, Phi- 
lofophers, (all needy illuftrious men) fhared in his 
magnificence, and found the efFe6b of his grandeur. 
Not but that Cesar was alfo naturally very libe- 
ral : but as he defign'd to raife himfelf, he was 
oblig'd to gain thofe who could be inftrumental in 
it ; and he hardly faw himfelf mafter of the Empire, 
but he was unhappily deprived of it, together with 
his life, 

I don't find in Cesar that friendfliip which 
Alexander had for H e p h e s t i o n, nor that 
confidence he repofed in C r a t e r u s. C e s a r's 
intercourfes were either correfpondences for the bet- 
ter carrying on his Affairs, or an obliging and civil 
Behaviour, which, however, had nothing of the 
warmth of Friendfliip in them. 'Tis true, his fa- 
miliarity carried no danger in it, and thofe who con- 
vers'd with him, had nothing to fear, either from 
his Paflion, or Caprice. As Alexander was 
in extremes, either he was the mofl charming or 
the moft terrible perfon ; and there was no fecurity 
to be expefted in an intimacy which he himfelf had 
begun. However, next to Glory, Friendfliip was 
his predominant paflion 5 of which there needs no 
other teftimony than his own exprefllon, when he 
cried out near the Statue of Achilles: O 
Achilles! bow happy da I efieem tbee^ for hav^ 
ing had 4 faithful Companion in thy life^ and fifch f 
Poet as H Q M£ r (iftcr death / . 

Thus 
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Thus far we have examined the different tempers 
of thefe two great men : *tis now time to confider 
them as Conquerors, and to view them in the ut- 
moft extent of Adion. *Tis, indeed, a kind of 
folly to reafon much upon things purely imaginary j 
neverthelefe, in all appearance, if Alexander. 
had been in C e s a r's place, he had employed his 
great and admirable qualities to his own deftruftion. 
We may rationally enough fuppofe, that his haugh- 
ty and uncautious humour, would fcarce have pre- 
ferred him in the perfecutions of S y l l a ; for he 
would hardly have been induc'd to fecure himfelf 
by a voluntary recefs. As his Gifts proceeded out 
of a principle of Generofity, they would undoubt- 
edly have proved fatal to him. Inftead of waiting 
till he had been chofen Edile, in which Office his 
magnificence and profufions would have been per- 
mitted -, his Largeffes and Prefents, at an unfeafo- 
nable time, would have rendered him juftly fufpeft- 
ed to the Senate. Perhaps too, he could not have 
fubmitted himfelf to Laws that would have fhackled 
a Soul fo imperious as his; and by undertaking 
fomethmg prepofteroufly, he would have met the 
deftiny of M a n l i u s, of die Gracchi, or of 
Catiline. But, if Alexander had pe- 
rifh*d in the Republick, C t s a r, whofe Courage 
and Warinefs went commonly hand in hand, had 
never entertained in his thoughts the vaft defign of 
conquering Afia. 

It may be imagined, that Cesar, whofe con- 
duft was fo fly and fo fecret, that he was concerned 
in all Conlpiracies, without being impeach'd but 
once, and never convifted ; that he, who by fo- 
menting divifions among the Gauls, affifted the one, 
in order to opprels the others, and bring them all, 
at laft, under Subje6Hon: it may be imagined, I 
fay, that Cesar following his own Genius, would 
have fubdued his neighbours^ and fet all the Repub- 

licks 
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Kcks of Greece at difference one with another, in 
order to have made himfelf abfolute mafter of them^ 
And^ indeed, thus to relinquifli Macedonia, with- 
out the leaft hope of return j to leave his Neigh- 
bours difafFefted ; Greece, in a manner fubdued,* 
but not quite reconciled to the new eftabliflied Go- 
vernment ; with 35000 Men, 70 Talents, and an 
ihconfiderable quantity of Provifions, to g6 diredtly 
to feek out the King of Perfia, whofti the Grceki 
called THE GREAT KING, and whofe very 
Lieutenants upon the frontiers^ ftruck the whole 
World with terror : this is beyond one'^s imagination, 
and is fomething more furprizin^, than if the Re- 

Eublick of Genoa, in conjunftion with thofe off 
lUCca, and Ragufa, fhould, at this day, attempt 
the Conqueft of France, Had Cesar declared 
War againft the Great King, he had afted, perhaps. 
Only upon the Frontiers, nor would he have ac- 
counted himfelf unfortunate, if he had made the 
River Granicus the boundary of his territories. If 
his Ambition had carry*d him farther, can it be 
imagined, that he would have refused the offers of 
P A R I u s, he, who always propofed an Accommo- 
dation with PoMf>EYi and that he would not 
have been fatisfied with the Daughter of that King^ 
with five or fix Provinces, which perhaps it was 
infolence in Alexand e r to refufe ? In fine, 
if my conjeftufes are rational, he would not have 
ventur'd into the plains, to feek the King of Perfia, 
who was attended by a million of Soldiers. As 
brave and refolute as Cesar was, I queftion whe- 
ther he would have flept profoundly the night be- 
fore the Battle of Arbela: I rather believe, he 
would have been of Parmenio's opinion, and 
that his anfwers would not have been like thofe of 
AtEXANDER. However, that great Battle was 
abfolutely neceflary towards die Conqueft: of Afia 5 
for otherwife I^arius had protracted the Wat* 

from 
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from province to province, *Twas neceflary he 
ihould fall as he did, and that a thoufand different 
people fhould fee him vanquiih'd with his whole 
forces. 

'Tis true, that this immoderate defire of Glory^ 
and this boundleis Ambition, which allowed him 
no intervals of repofe, rendei^d him, at fome par- 
ticular times, fo infupportable to the Macedonians, 
that they were all ready to abandon him. But ^ds 
there, particularly, that he exerted that greatnels of 
Spirit which nothing could daunt : Go^ fays he, gOy 
you ungrateful Cowards^ and tell your Countrymen^ 
that you have left Alexander with bis friends^ 
labouring for the Glory of Greece^ amongft Nations 
that will obey bim better than you. Of all the pafla- 
ges of his Life, the Prince of C o n d £ admires 
nothing more than this haughtinels he fliew'd to the 
Macedonians, and this confidence in himfelf. " A- 
LEXANDER, fays he^ left by his own men,- 
amongft barbarous Nations, who were not tho* 
rowly fubdued, was fo fenfible of his own worth, 
and capacity to command, that he thought it not 
in the power of men to refiife to pay him obedi^ 
ence. To refide in Europe or in Afia, amongft 
Greeks, or Perfians, was indifferent to him \ he 
thought he could not want Subj eds, wherever he 
*' met with Men.'* 

That which is ufually urged in favour of C e s a r 
is this, that the Macedonians had to do with a cow- 
ardly people, diflblved in eafe and luxury ; and that 
the Conquefl of the Gauls, who were a fierce and 
warlike People, muft of neceffity have been much 
harder to the Romans. I won't amufe my felf with 
enquiring into the Courage of one or t'odier ; but 
'tis certain, that Cesar never found any real and 
iubftantial ^mv^ among the Gauls. They were 
fo many whole Nations, who, if we except their 
Women^ Children, and old Men, took up arms in 
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a tumultuary manner, for the defence of their Li- 
berties : they were a multitude of Combatants, 
without order, (kill, or difdplinc; and ini truth, 
excepting two or three, Ces A r might fafely fay, 
Veni^ Fidij Ficiy upon all other occafions. Which 
inclines me to believe, that Labienus at the 
head of the Legions, would have had the fame for- 
tune to fubjeft our Provinces to the Republick ; or, 
in all probability, P a r m A n i o had not given 
that great Battle, which decided the fate of Afia. 
You may obferve alfo this remarkable particular^ 
that Parmenio wanted Ale x a nder's at 
fiftance in the fight ; and that Cesar had been in- 
fallibly loft once, without Labienus; who, af- 
ter he had routed all on his fide, fent the tenth Le- 
gion to bring him off. Whether it were that he 
undertook more dangerous Attempts, or elfe expo- 
fed himfelf more than he needed, or whether he 
was in this point the more unfortunate of the two ; 
Alexander was a hundred times in manifeft 
danger of his life, and very often received great 
wounds. I own, Cesar run alfo his hazards, 
but more rarely ; and I don't find that he was ever 
much wounded in any of his Wars. 

Neither can I imagine how the People of Afia 
fliould be fo foft and pufiUanimous, they who have 
been always formidable to Europe. In the greateft 
Power of the Republick, were not the Romans un- 
happy in their encounters with the Parthians, who 
pofleis'd but one part of the Empire of Darius? 
C r A s s u s perilh'd there with his Legion, in the 
time of C E s A R ; and a litde after, Anthony 
made an expedition thither, with lofs and infamy. 
As for Conquefls, we can't juftly attribute any other 
to Cesar, than that of Gaul : for in the Civil 
War, he fubdued the Commonwealth with the bet- 
ter part of its own force ; and the fingle Battle of 
Pharfalia, made him abfolutc mafter of a hundred 

different 
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dilFerent nations, which others had fubdued before 
to his hands. Vespasian cannot be faid to 
have conquered the Empire, when he was made 
Emperor upon the defeat of V i t e l l i u s. In like 
manner, Cesar reaped the advantage of the la- 
bours and exploits or all the Romans before him i 
the Scipio's, -Smil lus, Marius, Sylla, 
and PoMPEY, even his own enemies fought for 
him J all that was perforni'd in 600 years, was 
the reward of one hour's Battle. 

That which feems to me ftill more incomprc- 
henfible, as to Alexander, is this, that in 
twelve or thirteen years he conquer*d more Coun- 
tries than the greateft States have done in the 
whole extent of their duration.. At this time a 
Traveller is celebrated, for having only pafled thro* 
a part of thofe nations which he fubdued : and 
that nothing might be wanting to render his hap- 
pinefe complete, he not only enjoyed his Empire 
in peace, but was adored even by thofe he had 
conquered. In which particular I pity the unhap- 
pinefs of Cesar, who could not fetde the 
State, according to his intentions, being aifafll- 
nated by thofe he went to reduce to a compli- 
ance. 

There is another thing too to be confider*d in 
Alexander; which is, that all the Macedonian 
Captains after his death were mighty Kings, who 
compared to him when alive appeared but as or- 
dinary peribns. And, indeed, I chink, he's in fome 
meafure pardonable, if in a Country where it was 
believ'd diat moft of the Gods had their progeny 
upon Earth ; where Hercules was fuppos*d to 
be the Offspring of J u p i t e r, becaufe he had 
the fortune to kill a Lion, and to rid the world 
of a troubleibme robber : I fay, fure he's par- 
donable in fome meafure, if relying on the opi- 
nion of P H I L I Py who was perfuaded that his 

Vol.1. K Wife 
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Wife had familiarity with a Deity •, if impos'd on 
by the Oracle ; in (hort, if upon finding himfelf 
fo much above the common level of mankind^ 
he fometimes defpis*d his real birth, and fought for 
his extradion in the Heavens. Perhaps he only 
propagated this belief amongft the Barbarians, to 
attraft their Veneration ; for at the fame time that 
he gave himfelf out to be a God, his natural fleep, 
his delight in Women, and the blood which came 
from his wounded body, fufficiently convinced him 
that ht was but a Man, 

After fo lar^e a difcourfe concerning the advan- 
tages of Alexander, I will venture to affirm, 
that Cesar was the greateft of the Romans in 
all refpeds, both in matters of State and War. 
The enterprizes of Alexander, have, indeed, 
ibmething in them more amazing ; but condud 
and capacity do not feem to have had fo great a 
fhare in them. The War of Spaia againft P e- 
T RE I u s, and Afranius, is what men of judg- 
ment and experience yet admire. The moft me- 
morable Sieges of the latter times, have been form'd 
on the model of the fiege of Alexia ; and to 
Cesar we owe our Fortifications, our Lines, our 
Contravallations, and generally every thing that re- 
lates to the fecurity of Arniies, before invefted 
places. As to what regards vigour, the Batdc of 
Munda was by far more obftinately dilputed than 
thofe of Afia 5 and Cesar ran as great a rilque 
in Egypt, as Alexander did in the town of 
the Mallians. 

They were no left difierent in their manner of 
proceeding, than in the aftion it felf. When Ce- 
s A R had not Juftice on his fide, he endeavoured 
to fupply the defeft of it by fpedous pretences, 
that Were never wanting ' to him. Alexander 
gave no other reafons to the world than his own 
Will : he conftantly foUow'd, either his Ambition 

or 
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br his Humour^ On the other hand, Cesar 
lufFer*d himfelf to be governed, either by his In-» 
tercft or Reafon. Few men ever fliew'd fo much 
Equality m the way of living, fo much Moderation 
in fortune, and fo much Clemency after injuries* 
Thofe impetuofities which coft poor C l i t u s 
his Life; thofe nJh and hafty fufpicions which 
Occafion'd the ruin ofpHiLOTAs, and which, to 
the infamy of A l e x a n* d b r, at length drew after 
them, as a neceflary confequence, the death of Pa r-* 
M£ Nio : all thefe irregular motions were unknown 
to Cesar. He cannot be reproached with any 
man's death but his own, for not taking care e« 
nough of his own fecurity. 

And, indeed, it muft be confefs'd, that far from 
fuffering himfelf to be a flave to the diforders of 
his paffions, he was the moft ftirring man in the 
world, and the leaft tranlported by them : great 
and fmall things found him ftill in the fame tem- 
per, without appearing lofty in the one, or humble 
in the other. Alexander feem'd to be out 
of his element, unlefe he was doing fomething ex- 
traordinary. If he was to run a race, it was to be 
with none but Kings. If he lov*d hunting, nothing 
below a Lion was game for him. He could not, 
without fome uneafinefs, make a prcfent unworthy 
of himfelf. He was at no time fo refolute, nor in 
fo good humour, as when his troops defponded: 
never fo full of hope, as when they defpair^d. 
In a word, he began to be composed, when other 
men, for the moft part, either thro* fear, or fome 
other mfirmity, are befides themfelves« But his 
too lofty Soul did but aukwardly condefcend to take 
up with the common courfe of human life ; and 
being ill-guarded at home, it was to be fear'd it 
Ihould fly out into fome extravagance or other, 
either in his pleafures, or his eafe. 

K 2 And 
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And here I cannot forbear to make fome reflec- 
tions upon Heroes, whofe dominion has that agree- 
able property, that we fubmit to it without trouble^ 
Under them we have none of thofe fecret repug- 
nances, nor thofe inward impulfes of Liberty, 
which make us uneafy in a ford'd obedience. We 
are all duty and fubmiffion, but their Humours are 
fometimes infupportable. When they have ren- 
dered thcmfelves our Matters by their power, and 
are fo much above us by their merit, they are for 
ereding a double Empire, which exa£b a double 
fubjedtion ; and very often, 'tis a miferable con- 
didon, that we muft depend upon men who are 
fo great, that they may with reafon defpife us. 
However, fince they don*t rule in Defarts, but are 
under a neceflity of living among us ; methinks it 
fliould be their intereft to accommodate themfelves 
ta our infirmities. We would reverence them as 
Gods, if they would be content to live as Men. 

But let us conclude a Difcourfe which now be- 
gins to grow tirefom to my felf ; and obfervc, 
that by pradticable means Cesar performed the 
greateft adions, and made liimfelf the firft of all 
the Romans. 

Alexander was naturally above the reft of 
men : one wou'd be apt to think that he was born 
Matter of the .Univerfe, and that his Expeditions 
were not fo much a March in order to fight Ene- 
mies, as a Progrels to receive the homages of his 
Subjeds. 
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Of the Complacency that Women take 

in their Beauty. 

THERE'S nothing fo natural with the Fair 
Sex, as to take pTealure in their own Beauty. 
They pleafe themfelves, before 'tis poflible for 
others to pleafe them ; and are the firft that dif-. 
cover their own charms, and fall . in love with 
them. But the motions of this Love are more 
Iweet than affe6ting : for Self-love only flatters 5 
but Love infpired by an objeft afFe&s fenfibly. 

This firft fort of Love is naturally form'd in them, 
and has themfelves only for its objeft. The fe- 
cond comes from without, and is either caus'd by 
a fecret fympathy, or by the violence of an amo- 
rous impreflion. The one is a good that only oc- 
cafions pleafure, but yet it is ftili a good ; and lafts 
as long as their beauty does. The other is capa- 
ble ot affe6ting them more fenfibly, but is more 
fubjed to change and alteration. 

Befides this advantage of duration, which the 
complacency that the Ladies take in their I^Bcauty 
has above a common pailion ; we may fioll add, 
that a beautiful Woman is more concerned to pre- 
ferve her Beauty, than her Lover ; and fliews lefi 
tendernefs for a heart already vanquifli'd, than va- 
nity and oftentation to extend her conquefts. Not 
but that fhe may be concerned for her Lover ; but 
her reafon will incline her rather to fufFer the lofi 
of what fhe loves, than the ruin of that which 
caufes her to be belov*d. 

There is a certain pleafure, in lamcntbg the 
Death of one we loved. Our Love fupplies the 
place of a Lover, whilft our forrow lafts ^ and 

K 3 thence 
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thence proceeds that delight we find in a pleafing 
ixiourning. 

!^i me confik excite ma colere^ 

Et le repos eft un bien que je crains : 

Mon deuil me flatty 6f m^ doit toujours plaire^ 

Jl me tient lieu de celle que je plains \ 

Ceafej Pamon, ceafe^ by an ilUtim^d reliefs 
To rob me of my beft companion^ grief. 
Sorrow to me all lovely does appear^ 
It fills the place of her I held fo dear^ 

But 'tis not fo with the lofs of Beauty. This 
lols confummates the bitternefs of tears ; for it 
robs the Ladies of the hopes ever to receive any 
pleafure as long as they live. 

As long as a Woman is in full pofleffion of her 
Beauty, no misfortune can befal her, which Ihc 
eannot, in fome meafiire, alleviate : but when once 
that blefling has left her, all the other advanti^es 
will never be able to give her any tolerable latif- 
fadion. Wherever flie goes, the remembrance Cff 
what fhe has been, or the confideration of what 
Ihe is at prefent, will give her a thoufand griefs 
^d forrows, 

The beft remedy would be for a Woman wifely 
to take up with the unfortunate condition fiie 14 
in : but what a cruel remedy is this for a Woman 
who has been ador'd, to be cur'd of a vanity fo 
very dear to reafon it felf ? A new and troubler 
fom experiment after the habit of fo fweet and fp 
agreeable a fenfe ! 

The laft tears that beautiful eyes referve, are 
fpent in bewailing themfclves, after their brightnef^ 
Is gone. Of all hearts, the only one that figh^ 

# Mofifn^rd, i> th$ Ode 0m tie death of his. DAHti^^ 

fc» 
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for a loft beauty, is that of the mifcrable poffef- 
Ibn 

The beft of our Poets endeavoun .g lo comfort 
a great Queen, for the lofs of a grcdCer King her 
Royal Confort, would make her afhamed of the 
extravagance of her affliftion, by the example of a 
certain Princeis in defpair % who arraigned Deftiny, 
reproached the Stars, and accus'd the Gods for the 
death of her Husband : 

^i dit aux Aftres innocens^ 
*tout ce que fait dire la rage^ 
^and elle ejt mattrejfe des fens '• 

Boldly Ihe charges ev'ry Pow'r above^ 
(So much her realbn's governed by her love) 
With all that furious paflion can infpire. 
When grief indulged, renews the glowing Fire, 

But finding that the horror of Impiety was not 
ftrong enough to make any impreflion on a mind 
ib tranfporfed by grief, for his laft and convincing 
reafon, he reprefents to her, how much her Charms 
are concerned in it ; as if he had no better a re- 
medy againft this exceis, than to put her in mind 
of the great injury it did her beauty : 

^e vous ofU fait ces beaux Cbeveux^ 

Dignes objeSls de tant de voeux^ 

Pour endurer voire colere j 

Et devenus vos ennemisy 

Recevoir IHnjufle falaire^ 

jyun crime quails rfont point commis ? 

K 4 Thoie 

> Mtemtjia, tsbo had lofi M^ufolus^ Ki^g of Carta, herHuf* 
hand* 

m 

3 Malherhi in his Ode intUled, Confblation a Carit^e fiir I^ 
Mort de fon Mari. This Piece was vjrote for Maria de Med^ 
fif4 stfon the death of Kin^ ifenri IV* of France k$f Httskand. 
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Thofe charming Locks the rudeft hands would 

fpare, 
And yet they fufFer by your own defpain 
Alas ! what crimes have thofe fair Trefles done ? 
Think what a train of conquefts they have won* 
Is grief fo cruel, or your rage fo blind. 
That to your felf you muft be thus unkind ? 

He excus'd the Ladies for being impious and ex- 
travagant ; but would not pardon their making 
themfelves lels amiable. This is a crime, which he 
thought would eafily create a horror in them. It 
had fignify'd but little to bring them back to a 
fenfe of Religion ; but to fet before their eyes the 
intereft of their Beauty, was the ftrongeft argu- 
ment he could think of to oppofe the obftinacy of 
their grief: he knew nothing beyond that, which 
was capable to cure them* 

That we may fully know how paffionately fond 
the Ladies are of their Beauty, let us coniider the 
mod retired and the moft devout amongft them. 
There are fome who have renounced all pleafures j 
who are wean'd from all worldly concernments j 
who endeavour to pleafe no body, and whom no 
body pleafes : but even in this indifference for every 
thing elfe, they fecretly flatter themfelves to find 
they are ftill agreeaWe, There ^e others who 
abandon themfelves to all forts of aufterities ; yet, 
if they accidentally happen to fee themfelves in a 
glafs, you Ihall hear them figh to behold them- 
felves aker*d, They do, with the qtmoft zeal, 
every thing that helps to disfigure their faces, but 
can't endure the fight of them when they arc once 
disfigured. 

Nature, that can confent to deftroy it felf out of 
love to God, feeredy oppofcs the leaft change of 
beauty, out of a principle of felf-love thaf never 
dies, Let ^ fsjir pcrfoq retire tQ what place fhe 

pleafc^ 
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pleafes, let her condition be what it will, yet her 
charms and features are ftill dear to her, even in 
the rime of ficknefs ; and if her ficknels goes as 
far as death, the laft figh that goes from her, is 
more for the lofi of her Beauty, than that of her 
Life, 






A JUDGMENT 

UPON 

SENECJy PLUTARCH, 
AND iPETROmUS. 



I will begin with Sen so a, and with the ut- 
mod afiiirance own, that I efteem his Perfon 
much more than his Works. I reipeft the Tutor 
of Nero, the Gallant of Acrippika, an am- 
bitious man that put in for the Empire : of the 
Philolbpher and Writer I have but a mean opi- 
iiion, and am aflPedted neither with his ftyle nor 
his fentiments. His Latin comes far (hort of that 
of the Auguftean Age, nothing eafy, or natural ; 
but all made up of points, and ilrain'd wittidfms, 
and has more of the heat of Africk or Spain, than 
the light of Greece or Italy. There are abrupt 
things, that have the air and turn of fehtences, 
but want both their folidity and good fenfe : that 
affeft and hurry the imagination, without con- 
vincing the judgment. His ftrsdn'd ftyle gives me 
(^ fort of conftraint } and inftead of finding any fa- 

dsfaftion 
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tisfadtion and repofe in him, I meet with trouUe 
and vexation. 

N £ R o^ tho he was one of the moil wicked 
Princes or the world, yet was he very ingenious, 
and had about him a fet of young rake-hells of 
quality, ej^tremely nice, who treated Seneca as 
a Pedant, and turtfd him into ridicule. I am not . 
of the opinion ofBERViLLE, who imagined, that * 
the fham EuMOLPus of Petronius, was the 
true Seneca. If Petronius would have ex- 
posed him in an injurious charafter, it had been un- 
der that of a pedantick Philofophcr, rather than 
that of an impertinent Poet. BefideSy 'tis almoft 
impolfible to find the leaft agreement between them. 
Seneca was the rfcheft man in the Emph-e, yet 
always commended poverty. Eumolpus, a Poet 
va7 low in die world, \vho ia the defpair of his 
fortune,. CQmplain'd o£ die ingratitu^ of the Age, 
and found norhing^ dfe to comfort him but this 
thread-bare Saying, bona mentis foror eft pauper^ 
tas. If S E n E Q a . had vices, he carefully concealed 
them, under the appearance of wifdom : Eumol- 
pus, on the contrary, had the vanity to proclaim 
his, and as to his pleafures, was a profeis*d Liber- 
tbe. 

I can't imagine,- therefore, what reafons B e r« 
V.I L L E had for this conjefture. But I am deceived, 
if what Petronius fays of the ftyle of his time, 
and the corruption of Eloquence and Poetry, if 
the controverfia fententiis vibrantibas piSa^ which 
offended him fo much ^ if the vanus fententiarum 
JlrepUuSj that ftunn'd him, doth not belong to S e- 
N e c a ; if the per ambagefque Deorum minijie^ 
ria^ &c, does not relate to the Pbarfalia of L u c a n j 
if the encomiums, which he beftows on Vi r c i l 
and Horace, are not defigned in contempt of 
the Uncle and Nephew. Be it as it will, to return 
to my fentiments about this Philofqpher^i I never 
3 rea4 
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read his writings, wjdiout entertaining thoughts 
chat are very ditferent from thofe which he would'' 
fuggeft to his reader. If he pretends to recom- 
mend poverty, I long for his riches ; his virtue 
frightens me i and a man the leaft difpos'd to vice, 
would abandon himfelf to pleaftrres, merely for the 
defcription which he gives of them. In a word, 
he fpeaks fo much of death, and leaves me fuch 
melancholy ideas, that I endeavour all I can 
not to improve by reading him. The fineft 
things that I find in him, are the examples and 
quotations which he intermixes all along in his 
works. As he liv'd in a refined court, and knew 
a thoufand remarkable paflages of former times ; 
he alledges fome that are very agreeable, fome- 
times of the Greeks, fometimes of Cesar, of 
Augustus and M e c e n a s : for, after all, his 
wit and knowledge were extraordmary ; but his 
ftyle does not at all afFe6l me : his opinion^ are too 
fevere % and 'tis ridiculous, that one who liv'd in 
plenty, and was fo tenderly careful of his owii 
perfon, Ihould preach up nothing but Poverty and 
Peath. 

UPON PLUTARCH. 

MONTAIGNE obferves a great refem- 
blance between Plu t arch and Se n Jlc a '1 
both great Philofophers, great cncouragcrs of Wit 
dom and Virtue, both tutors of Roman Emperors 5 
the one more rich and elevated, the other more 
happy in the education of his Pupil. The opinions 
of Plutarch, (as the fame Mont a i on b 
afiirms) are more palatable, and better calculated 
for fociety 5 thofe of S e n £ c a, according to him, 

mor<* 
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more folid ; but, in my judgment, more harfli, and 
more fevere. Plutarch fweetly infinuates wit 
dom, and would even reconcile virtue to pleafures. 
Seneca makes all pleafures to terminate in wit 
dom, and looks upon the Philofopher to be the 
only happy man, Plutarch unafFefted, and firft 
perfuaded of the truths he advances, eafily per- 
fuades others. On the other hand, Seneca's 
mind labours and drains to wind up it felf to vir- 
tue ; and as if (he was a perfe<5t ftranger to him, 
he has need to furmount himfelf. As for Plu- 
tarch's ftyle, having no skill in the Greek, I 
cannot pretend to make a true judgment of it ; but 
I muft confefe, that amongft his Moral Treatifes, 
there are fevcral which I cannot comprehend ; whe- 
ther 'tis owing to the vaft difference of things and 
manners in his time from thofe of ours, or that 
they are really above my low underftanding. The 
familiar Damon ^/Socrates, the Creation cf 
the Soul, the Circle of the Moon •, may be admirable 
to thofe that underftand them. For my part, I 
make no fcruple to own, that I don't apprehend 
the beauty or them ; and if they are wonderful, 
they are wonders that foar above my capacity. We 
may judge by the Apophthegms of the Anticnts, 
which he hath left us ; by their Sayings, which he 
hath collefted with fo much care ; by his long Table- 
Difcourfes, how much he was taken with Conver* 
fation. In the mean time, either there was but 
little delicacy in his time, or elfe his palate was 
not very cxquifite. He fupports grave and ferious 
things with a great deal of good lenfe and reafon ; 
but in things that depend purely upon wit, he has 
nothing ingenious, or delicate. 

To {peak the truth, The Lives of illuftrious Men, 
is the mafter-piece of Plutarch, and, in my 

Opinion^ 

* Thret fmall Tra^s of Plutanh. 
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opinion, one of the nobleft works in the world : 
you fee there thofe great men expofed to publick 
view, and in their retirements at home ; you fee 
them in their true natural temper, and in the 
whole extent of action. There you fee the rcfo- 
lution of B R u T u s, and his bold anfwer to the 
evil Genius that Ipoke to him : you fee that there 
ftill remained with him, in fpite of himfelf, fome 
impreffion of this Ghoft, which the reafoning of 
C A s s I u s had much ado to efface. A few days 
after, you fee him put his troops in order, and 
fight a battle fo fuccefsful on his fide, and fo fatal 
by the error of C a s s i u s. You fee him try his 
fortune again, lofe the battle, reproach virtue, and 
find more relief in delpair, than in an ungrateful 
miftrels whom he had fo faithfully ferved K 

There is a natural force in the difcourfe of 
Plutarch which equals the greateft aftions ; 
and 'tis of him that one may properly fay, faila 
diSlis exaquala funt : but he forgets neither the 
indifferent nor the common ones, and carefully exa- 
mines the ordmary courfe of life. As for his Pa^ 
rallelsy which Montaigne* thinks are fb admi- 
rable, they appear to me very fine : but Pm of opi- 
nion, that he might have gone farther, and pene- 
trated deeper into the bottom pf our iiature. There 
are windings and turnings in our fouls, which 
have efcap'd him. He has judged of Man too 
much in general, and has not thought him fo dif- 
ferent as he is from himfelf : wicked, virtuous ; 
equitable, unjuft 9 merciful, cruel : when a man 
feems to be oppofite to himfelf, he attributes it 
to foreign caufes. In a word, if he had defined 
Catiline, he would have made him covetous, 

or 

) See M. Baylies DUSonary^ in thi ArtUU of Srutus (Marcuf 
Jnnitis) JLem. B andC^ 

f Ejfajfs, BooklU €iaf.il9 



iy8 THEWORKSOF 

or prodigal : that alieni appetens^ fui profufuSj was 
beyond his apprehenfion ; and he would never have 
difcovered thole contrarieties, which S a l u s t hath 
fo well mark'd, and which Montaigne himfelf 
did much better underftand 

UPON PETRONIUS. 



T 



O judge of the merit oFPetronius, I 
will only examine what I Ta ci t u s fays of 

him ; 



^ Illi dies per (bniQiini^ nox officiis, 8c oble&amentis tics 
tranfigebatur. Utque alios indnftria, ita hunc ignavia ad &. 
mam protolerat ^ habebatnraue non eaneo tc profligator, ut 
plerique fua haariendttm, iti enidito Toxii. Ac dida fadaque 
ejus quanto foludora^ 8c quandam fui negl^entiam prsferentia^ 
tanto gratius in fpeciem fimplicicatis accipiebantur. Proconfiil 
umen fiithyniae, 8c mox Coniul, vigeatem fe ac parem negotiis 
oftendit : dein revolutas ad vitia, (eu vitionim imitatione, 
inter paucos familiarium Neroni affiunprns eft^ Elegantiae arbi- 
ter, dum nihil amocnam« 8c moUe afnuentia putat, nifi quod 
€1 Pecronius approbayiflet. Unde invidia Tigellini, quafi ad- 
verfos aemulum 8c fcientia voluptatum potiorem. Ergo cru-^ 
delitatem Principis, cui caeterae Iibidines cedebant, aggreditur« 
amicitiam Scevini Petronio objedans $ corrnpto ad indicium 
iervo ademtaque defenfione» 8c majore parte familisc in vinda 
rapta. Forte illis diebus Campaniam petiyerat Caefar, & Cumas 
ufque progredus Petronius illic attinebatur, Kec tulit ultra ti- 
laons aut fpei moras. Neqae tamea praeceps vitam expulit, 
fed incifas venas, ut libitum obligatas, aperire rurfum, 8c 
alloqui amicos, non per ieria, aut quibus conftantix gloriam 
peteret, Audiebatqne referentes, nihil de immortah'tate Animz, 
8c fapientium placitis, fed levia carmina 8c ^ciles verfus. Ser- 
voram alios largitione, quofdam verberibus affectt. Iniit 8c 
y'xzs, fomno inaulfit, ut quamquam coada mors, fbrtuitx fi- 
mih's eflet. Ne codicillis quidem (quod plerique pereuntium^ 
Keronem aut Tigellinum, aut quern alium potentium adulatus 
eft : fed flagitia Principis (iib nominibus exoletorum foemina* 
^mque, 8c novitate cujufque ftupri perfcripfit, atque obfignaca 
roiiit Neroni. Fr^itque annulum, ne mox ufui efTet ad fa- 
cienda pericula, C. 74ci/ifx, Annal. Lib. XV L cap. i8, 19. 
M. de Si* Evremond thought that the Petronius. mentlortd here 

h 
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him 5 and certainly, he muft have been one of the 
worthieft men in the world, fince he has obliged 
fo fevere an Hiftorian, to renounce his natural au^ 
fterity, and to enlarge himfelf with pleafure upon 
the commendation of a voluptuous perfon. Not 
but that a luxury fo exquifite, Ihew'd as great a 
delicacy of genius, as it did of relilh. That eru- 
dito luxuy that arbiter elegantiarum^ is the charadber 
of an ingenious politehefi, far enough removed 
from the grofi extravagance of a vicious man. 
Nor was he fo poflefs'd by his pleafures, as to be 
made uncapable of bufinefs ; and that tranquillity 
of ^life he fo much ftudied, did not render him an 
enemy to publick employments. He had the me- 
rit of a Governor in his Government of Bithynia ; 
the virtue of a Conful in his ConfuUhip : but in- 
ftead of making his life a flave to his dignity, 
as the greateft part of men do, and centring all 
his troubles, and all his joys there ; Petronius, 
who was of a genius fuperior to his high Employ- 
ments, made them center in himfelf v and to ex- 
Ekin my felf after the manner of Montaigne, 
e did not renounce the Man for the Magiftrate. 
As for his Death, having carefully examined it, ei- 
ther I am deceived, or it is the moft glorious of 
Antiquity, In that of C a t o, I find trouble, and 
even anger. The defperate pofture of the affairs 
of the Republick, the lols of Liberty, his hatred of 
Cesar, much affifted his refolution ; and I can't 
tell, if his auftere humour did not degenerate in- 
to downright madnefs, when he tore out his own 
bowek. 

S o c R A- 

h*f Tachus, is th$ author of tbi Satyr, or Romancii imhhd, 
TIti Petronii Arbitri Saryricon, and the Learntd are gonerally of 
that opifuon : hut I mufi beg Uave to dijfent from thentf for thi 
reafons I have aUedg*d in a marginal Note on the Life of M. 
de St. Evrcmond, under the ytar x^^5« 
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Socrates aded truly like a wife man, and 
with indifierence enough : yet he endeavour*d to 
afliire himfelf of his condition in another life, <and 
did not : he was (till reafoning about it widi his 
friends in prifon, weakly enough ; and to fay all, 
death was a confiderable objed to him. Pe t r o- 
Nius alone hath fhew'd foftnefs and indifierence 
in his. Audiebdtque referentes nihil de immortalitate 
arnmey & Sapientium placitis -, fed levia carmina 
(^ faciles verfus. He not only went on in his or- 
dmary courfe of life, giving liberty to fome of his 
flaves, and chaftifing others, but gratify'd his 6mcy 
with thofe things that pleded him \ and his foul» 
at the point of fo grievous a feparation, was more 
touched with the fweet and eafy charms of Vcrfc, 
than all the empty notions of Philofophcrs. 

Pet Ro NIUS leaves us nothing at his death, 
but an image of life ; no adion, no word, no 
circumftance, Ihews the perplexity of a dying per- 
fon. 'Tis with him properly, that to die is to ceafc 
to live, and the Vixit or the Romans juftly belongs 
to him. 

n. I am not of their opinion, who believe that 
Petronius had a mind to lafli the vices of his 
time, and that he compos'd a Satyr with the fame 
intention that Horace wrote his. Unlefs I am 
deceived. Morality was not obliged to him in this 
point ; he is rather a nice Courtier, who turns every 
thing into ridicule, than a publick Cenibr, who 
makes it his bulinefs to expofe immorality. And 
indeed, if Petronius had defigrfd to leave us 
an ingenious moral in his defcripuon of pleafures, 
he would have endeavour'd to create in us a diftafte 
for them ; but 'tis there that vice appears with all 
the graces of the Author ; 'tis there he (hews with 
^ the greatefl care, the agreeablenels and politeneis 
of his wit. 

BefideS| 
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Befides, if he had intended to inftrudl us in a 
more refined and conceal'd method than that of 
precepts, we fliould at leaft fee fome example of 
divine or human Juftice, upon his Debauchees. 
But he is fo far from doing this, that the only ho- 
neft man introduced by him, the poorLvcAs, a 
Merchant of great integrity, and one that ador'd 
the Gods, miferably perifhes in a ftorm, in the 
midft of thofe vicious perfons that are preferv^d. 
Encolpius and Gito embrace one another, 
to die more dofely united together, and death 
durft not interrupt their pleafures. The luftful 
Tr I p h a n a faved her fclf in a skiff, with all her 
trinkets ; Eumolpus was fo little concern^ at 
the danger, that he had leifure enough to compofc 
an Epigram ; LvdAs, the pious Lyc as, calk to 
his Gods in vain for relief ; and to the difgrace of 
their Providence, the only innocent man in the 
company, is made to luffer for all the wicked. If 
we fee Encolpius fometimes afflifted, it does 
not proceed from his repentance : he kill'd his 
hoft, is a fugitive, there's no fort of crime which 
he has not committed ; but thanks be to the ftrong 
conftitution of his confcience, he lives without re- 
morfe : his tears and lamentations, come from a 
different principle ; he complains of the infidelity 
of Gito, who abandoned him, and he is reduced 
to defpair to imagine him in the arms of another, 
who made himfelf merry with his being alone. 
Jacent nunc amatores obligati noHibus totis^ 6? fgr^ 
fttan mutuis libidinibus attriti^ derident filitudinem 
tneam. i 

All crimes were fuccefsful with him, except one 
alone, which indeed brought upon him a rigorous 
punifhment : but *tis an offence, for which neither 
the divine, nor human Laws have ordain*d any 
diaftifement. He had, it feems, difappointed the 
cxpedations of C i r c e ^ and, in truth, his Impo- 

Vol. I. L potence 
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potence is the only fauk that troubles him. He con^ 
tefles, that he has been a great offender, but that 
he never deferv'd death, except on this otcalioii. 
In fhort, without tracing the particulars of the whole 
ftdry, he rclapfes into the fame crime^ and re- 
ceives the punifliment he deferv'd for itj with a 
perfcft refignation : then he comes to himfelf, and 
acknowledges the anger of the G6ds : 

Hellefpontiaci fequitur gravis ira Priap^ 

He laments the miferable condition, wherein he 
finds himfelf *, funerata eft pars ilia corpris^ qua 
quondam Achilles eram : and tO recover his vigour, 
he puts himfelf into the hands of a Prieftefe of this 
God, with a very religious intention ;• and indeed 
the only one he fhews in all his Adventures. I 
might add, that the good Eumolpus is follow*d 
by little chilA^en, when he recites his Verfcs : but 
when he debauches his Scholar, the mother looks 
upon him as a Philofopher ; and the father, tho he 
lies in the fame chamber, does not awake : fo fe- 
verely is Ridicule punifh'd byPiTRONius, and 
Vic^ happily proteded ! Judge by this, if Virtue 
has not need of another Orator, to plead its caufe, 
and be inculcated. I fancy he was of the opunon 
of B A u T R u ; That a Gentleman j and ftri<£tnels 
of Morals, are inconfiftent. Si ergo Petrotnum adi- 
fnusy adimus virum ingenio vere aulico^ elegantiee ar^ 
bitrum^ mn fapentics^ 

m. *Tis not to be doubted but that P e t r o* 
KT I u s had a mind to expofe the debaucheries of 
Nero, and that this Prince was the chief object of 
his raillery : but whether the perfons he introduces 
be true, or fiftitious ; whether he gives us Charac- 
ters according to his own fancy, or the true temper 
of particular perfons, *tis very difficult to know, 
3 and 



land at this diftance we cannot be pofitively aflur'd 
of it. For my part, I am of opinion, that there 
k no Charafter in Pjetronius but what may 
jfliit withNsRo; Under T rimaLch lOj in all 
probability, he derides his ridiculous magnificence^ 
and the extravagance of his pleafures : Eumol- 
vxj's reprefents to us the foolifh paflion he had for 
die Theatre : fub nominibus exoletarum^ fceminarum^ 
fue^ 6? novitate cujufque Jiupri, flagitia p-incipis pra* 
fcripjit ; and by an agreeable dilpofition of difFerentj' 
but imaginary perfons, he expofes feVeral follies of 
the Emperor, and the ufual diforders of his life* 

It miay be alledg'd, that Petronius is ver^ 
oppofite to himfelf, thus to blame Vice, Softnefs, 
and Other Pleafures \ he who was fo ingenious iii the 
(earch of them : dum mini amcenum i^ molle^ afflu- 
entiaputaty nifi quod el Petronius approbavijfek For; 
to fpeak truth, altho the Prince was of his o\^n na- 
ture debauch'd enough, in the judgment of P l ir- 
TARCH, yet the complaifance of this Courtier^ 
did not a little contribute to throw him into all fore 
of luxury and prdfufion. In this, as iii the greateft 
part of thofe things that are delivered by Hiftoryi 
a inan tfught to confider die difference of times. 
Before Nero gave himfelf up to thefe ftrangc 
extravagancies, no bbdy Was fo agreeable to hitfi as 
Petronius; infomuch that every thing paC- 
fed for grofe, that had not his approbation. This 
Court was, as it were, a fchool of ftudied Plea- 
lures, wholly governed by the delicacy of fd ex* 
quifite a Judge. Nay, I am of opinion, that the 
rolitenels of our Author became pernicious td the 
publick, and that he was one of the chief that 
hclp'd to ruin fome confiderable perfons, who made 
a particular profeffion of Wifdom and Virtue; He 
preach'd up nothing but Liberality, to an Empe- 
ror already prodigal ; and foftnefs to a voluptuous 

L 2 mm X 
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man : every thing that had the face of aufterity ap- 
peared ridiculous to him. 

According to my conjedures, Thraseas was 
fbmedmes the fubjed of his mirth, and fometimcs 
Helvidius. In (hort, whoever had merit, 
without the art of pleafing, was fure to be rallied 
for his unfafliionable Gravity. By this means, N e- 
R o corrupted himfclf daily more and more, and as 
the delicacy of pleafures came to yield to the diC- 
order of debauchery, he fell into the groffeft extra- 
vagancies. Then Tigellinus, who was jealous 
of the agreeablenefi ofPETRONius, and the ad- 
vantages which he had over him in the Science of 
Pleafures, attempted to ruin him, quaji adverfus 
iBmulum^ 6? fcientia voluptatum potiorem. It was 
no difficult matter for him to efFedt it ; for the Em- 
peror, abandoned now to all excels, could no lon- 
ger fufFer fo nice a witnels of his infamous debau- 
cheries : he was not fo much troubled with a re- 
morfe for his Crimes, as touch'd with a fecret 
-(hame for the groflhefe of his Pleafures, when he 
remember'd the delicacy of the paft. P e t r o- 
N I u s, on his fide, had no lefs diftaftes ; and I be- 
lieve, that in the time of his private difcontents, 
he compofed that ingenious Satyr, which was un- 
happily handed down to us, maim*d and imper- 
feft. 

We find in Ta c i t u s, a large account of his 
•dilgrace, and that in purfuance of P i s o's Confpi- 
racy, the friendlhip of Scevinus was made the 
pretence of his deilru6tion, 

IV*. P E T R o N I u s is to be admir'd throughout, 
for the purity of his Style, and the delicacy of his 
Sentiments ; but that which more furprizes me, is, 
his great eafinels in giving us ingenioufly all forts of 
Charaders. T e r e n c e is, perhaps, the only Au- 
thor of antiquity, that enters beft into the nature 
2 of 
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of perf6ns : but ftill this fault I find in him, that 
he has too little variety; his whole talent being 
confinM in making Servants, and old Men > a cove- 
tous Father, and a debauched Son ; a Slave and an 
Intriguer, to fpeak properly, according to their fe- 
veral Charafters : fo far, and no farther, the capa- 
city of Terence reaches. You muft not expect 
from hirti, either Gallantry or Paflion, either 
Thoughts, or the difcourfe of a Gentleman. Pe- 
T R o N I u s, who had an univeifal wit, hits upon 
the Genius of all profeflions, and adapts himlelf, 
as he pleafes, to a thoufand different natures. If he 
introduces a Declaimer, he aflumes his air, and his 
ftile fo well, that one would fay, he had us*d to 
declaim all his life. Nothing exprefles more natu- 
rally the diforders of a debauch'd life, than the 
quarrels ofENcoLPius and Ascyltos, about 

GlTO. 

Does not Q^ a r t i l l a admirably reprefent to 
us thofe proftitute Women, quarum ftc accenfa It* 
bidoy ut fcepius peterent viros^ quam peterentur ? 
Does not the marriage of young G i t o, and inno* 
cent Panychjs, give us the image of a com- 
pleat wantonnefs ? 

All that a Sot, ridiculoufly magnificent in Ban- 
quets, a vain afFefter of nicenefs, and an imperti- 
nent, are able to do, you have undoubtedly at the 

feaft QfTRIMALCHIO. 

EuMOLPus (hews us N e r o's extravagant Fol- 
ly for the Theatre, and his vanity in reciting his 
own Poems ; and you may obferve, as you run 
over fo many noble Verfes, of which he makes an 
ill ufe. That an excellent Poet may be a very ill 
man. However, as Encoi*pius, tho he repre- 
fents EuMOLPus a maker of fan taftical Verfes; 
yet difcovers fomething great in his Phyfiognomy ; 
he judicioufly takes care, all along, not to ruin the 
ideas he gave us of him* The infirmity he has, of 

L 3 making 
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making Verfes out of feafon, even in vicinia morr 
its ; his fluentnefs in rq)eadng his compofures in 
all places, and at all times, anfwers his ridiculous 
beginning \ 6? ego^ inquity Poeta fumy Csf ut fpero^ 
mn bumillim Jptritus, ft mo do aliquid cororis creien-f 
dum ejly quas etiam ad imperitos gratia deferre folet. 
His knowledge, whigh was extenfive enough \ his 
extraordinary aidtions ; his expedients in unlucky 
encounters ; his refolution to fupport his Compam- 
ens in the VejGTel of L y c a s ; his getting about 
liim at Crotona that pleafant Court of people, who 
were perpetually hunting after old men's eftates'; 
admirably well agrees with what Encolpius 
had promisM us or him before : fenex canus exer^ 
dtati vuUAsy 6f qui videhatur magmm alijuid fro^ 
tnittere^ 

There is nothing fo natural as die CharaAer of 
Ch RV s I s, and none of our Confidents come near 
her. Not to mention his firft converfetion with 
P o L I E N o s ; what fhe tells him of her miftrefs^ 
upon the affront fhe received, is of an inimitabk 
fimplicity : verum enim fatendum efty ex qua bora 
accept injuriamy apud fe non eft. WhQever has rca4 
Juvenal, is fufficiently acauainted widi tdie im- 
potentia matronarumy and the ill humour they were inj^ 
Ji quandp vir aui familiaris infelicius cum ipfis rem 
habuerat. But no body befides Pi^tronius 
could I\av.e defcrib'd Ci rc ?, fo beautiful,^ fo. vo- 
luptuous, and fo polite. 

EIiothea, the Prieftefe of Priapus, ra,- 
vifhes me with the Miracles (he promifcs ; with her 
inchantn^ents, her facrifices, her forrow for the 
death of the confecrated Goofe ; and the manner m, 
which fhe's pacified, when P o l i e n o s makes her 
a prefent, with which (he might purchafe a Goofcj^ 
s^nd Gods too, if Ihe thought fit. 
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I Ph I L4; M E N A, that complaifant Lady, is no leis; 

t entertaining v who, after flie had cuUied feveral men 

i out of their Eftates, in the flower of her beau- 

i ty, now being old, and by confequence unfit for 

i pleafures, endeavpur'd to keep up mis noble trade^ 

by the means of her Children, whom (he introdu- 
ced with a thoufand fine difcourfes to old Men^ 
( who had no Heu-s of their own. In a word, there 

I is no part of nature, no profefflbn, which P?- 

I T R o N I us doth not admirably paint : he is a Poet^ 

an Orator, and a Philofopher at his pleafure. 

As for his Verfes, I find in them an agreeable 
force, a natural beauty, naturali pukhrituane c^r^ 
men exfurgit : infomuch that D o u 2 a cannot any 
longer bear with the heat and impetuofity of Lu- 
CAN, after he has read the ^aki^g cf Troyj or the 
little £^ about the CivillVar in Petronixts, 
whidi he prefers much above the other's Pb^r/alia : 

^am vel trecenta Cordubenjis illius 
Pbarfalicorum verfuum volumina *. 

Perhaps I may be deceiv'd ; but in my opinion, 
Lucretius has not treated of Dreams, xn fuch 
an agreeable manner as P e t r o n x u s,^ in the fol- 
lowing Verfes : 

Scmmay qua mentes ludunt volitcmtibus umbrts^ 
Non delubra Deumy nee ab aihere numina mittunt: 
Sedjtbi qui/que facit^ Nam cum proftrdta fopore 
Urget membra quieSj £sf mens fine pondere hdit^ 
^idquid luce futt^ tenebris agit. Oppid^ bello 
S^ui quatit 6? fiammis miferandas fievit in urbes^ 
^ela videtj verfafque adeSy fc? funera Regum^ 
Atque exundantes perfufo bnguine campos. 
^i caufas orate /plenty teg^qucy fori^mque^ 

^ ■ X 4' ' ' ' '£; 

' 4 Jai». Sfjoufa Pat. Pnecida^eoiiuim ?Ctr^D. tih. XL c^/. x.2. 
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ft 

Et favido cernunt inclafum corde tribunaL 
Gondii avarus ojpes^ defoffumque invenit aurum ; 
Venator faltus canibus quatit. Eripit undiSy 
^ut premit everfam periturus navita puppint, 
Scribit amatori merelrix. Dap adulter a munus. 
Et cams infomnis leporis vejligia lair at. 
In noSlisfpatio miferorum vulnera durant. 

When in a Dream, prefented to our view, 
Thofe airy forms appear fo like the true ; 
Nor Heav'n, nor Hell, the fancy'd Vifion fends. 
But ev*ry breaft its own delufion lends : 
For when foft Sleep the body folds in eafe. 
And from the heavy mals our fancy frees. 
Whatever 'tis in which we take delight. 
And think of moft by day, we dream by night 
Th* ambitious Brave, who mighty States overturn. 
Ruin whole Empires, and vaft Cities burn. 
From fancy'd Darts believe a darkened fky. 
And fee, in hafte, defeated Squadrons fly : 
Here bloody Plains a ghaftly profpeft yield. 
And Monarchs flain nobilitate the field. 
He that by day litigious knots unty'd, 
And charm'd the droufy Bench to either ficje ; 
By night a crowd of cringing Clients fees. 
Smiles on the fools, and kindly takes their fees. 
The Mifer views his glittering heaps of Gold, 
And oft the vifionary fums are told. 
Then fanfies Thieves difturb his fliqrt delight 5 
He views their mafks, and wakens with the fright. 
To Heav'n the Merchant does himfelf addrels. 
Dreaming of Wrecks, religious in diftrefe. 
Huntfmen witli joy th' imagined Chafe purfue. 
Hollow aloud, and fee the Stag in view» 
The Miftrefe to her abfent Lover writes. 
And, as awake, with flames and darts indites. 
The am'rous Wife dreams of her Lover's charms. 
And hugs her Huiband with acjult'rous arms. 

Pogs^ 
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Dogs, in foil cry, purfiie their fearful Game ; 
- The wretched, dxo afleep, ftill feel their pain. 

And what can one compare to that voluptuous 
Night, whofe image fills the Soul in fuch a man- 
ner, that a man has need to call his Virtue to his 
affiftance, to overcome the lively impreffion it 
makes upon the mind ? 

^aSs ftox fuit illa^ Dii^ Deaque ! 

^am mollis tborus! hcefimus calenUs^ \ 

Et tran^uMmus bine &f hinc labellis 

Errantes animas. Valete cures. 

Mortalis ego fie perire coepi. 

Who can the charms of that bleft Night declare ! 
How foft, ye Gods ! our warm embraces were ! 
Our wanton limbs like curling ivy twin*d ; 
By eager lips our wandering fouls were join'd. 
Away, all cares : Pd gladly ceafe to live. 
If joys, like thefe, I might in death receive, 

Altho the declamatory Stile feems ridiculous to 
Petronius, yet, for all that, he ihews much 
Eloquence in his Declamations ; and to demonftrate 
that the moft debauch'd are not incapable of medi- 
tation and recoUeftion, Morality has nothing more 
ferious, or better manag'd than the Refleftions' of 
Encolpius upon the inconftahcy of human Af- 
fairs, and the uncertainty of Death. 

Upon every Subjedt that offers it felf, 'tis impof- 
fible to think more nicely, or to Ipeak with more 
purity. In his Narrations, he fometimes copies af- 
ter plain unaffeded Nature, and contents himfelf 
with the graces of fimplicity : fometimes he gives 
his work the finiihing ftrokes, and then nothing is 
fo polifh'd. Catullus and Martial treat 
pf the feme thin^ in a grofs manner j and if any 

.one 
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one could find the fecret of wrapf^ng up wfaat^ 
obfoene, in a Language like his, I dare anfwer for 
the Laches, that they would praUe him for his dif- 
credon. 

But that which more peculiarly belongs to F £^ 
TRONIU8, is, that cificepdng Horace, in a few 
Odes, he is, perhaps, the only peribn of Antiquity 
that knew how to Ipeak of Gallantry. Virgil 
is, indeed, moving in his Pailions ; the Amours of 
Dido, and thofeof Orphex7s and Evrydice, 
have diarms and teodernefs : yet there is nothing of 
Gallantry in ^em ; and poor Dido, fo compaf* 
iionate was her foul, fell in love with the pious 
^ N E A s, at the bare recital of his misfortunes. 
O V I D is witty, and eafy ; Ti b u t lu s delicate : 
but dieir Miftreiles ought to have been bred at a 
College % to know what they mean. On ail occa- 
iions they alledge Gods, and Fables, aad examples 
4rawn from the moft remote Antiquity; diey 
promife Sacrifices too, and I fancy that Monfieur 
Chapelain learnM of them the method of 
burning Hearts in Offerings '. L v c i a n, as inge- 
nious as he is, appears grofs fo foon as he fpeaks of 
hovtj and his Courtezans talk rather the language 
of the Stews, than of the Aflemblies^ 

For 

'^ M.di St. Evrim&ndf4yi IN th Ftineh^ Ths^ tkiy ^bt t». 
h$ivi heen men Usrmd than Madam d$ ScmUri^ wh was m /f- 

m^us writer of Romances* 

^ M^ Cbapdamj in his 9oem on the Maid of Orleans^ intitUdr 
La FuCELLE, Book IL makes the Count Dunoiss who VfOSi 
^ love v^ith thoit Heroine, fay, among other things z 

f 

r. * -^ 

\l Be ce feu tomefois que me fert I'iimocencej^ 

I S ^i tout fage qull eft il me fait violence.? 

Helas! il me dcvorc j Cc mon coeur embrafd 
B^ia par fa chaleur eft de force ^pui(^« 
^ fott, confumons nous d*une flamme £ beim 
fruloMs en Helocanjk^ feu de la Pucelle : 
Laiflbns-nous pour fa gloire en cendres converdr^ 
£t tenons k i^oabeifr d^tjx etre le martyr. 
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For my own part, tho I am a great admirer of ^ 
the Antients, I can't but do jurace to our own 
Nation, and am perfuaded that we have a great ad- 
vantage over them in this point. And indeed, af- 
ter having examined this matter, I do. not know 
pne of thofe great Genius's, that could have made 
Massinissa a,nd Sqphqnisba, Cesah 
9nd Cleopatra, Ipeak fo gentedy of Love, as 
we have hear4 them in our Language ^ Now, as 
much as others fall fhort of us in this particular, fo 
much doth PETRQNiusi exceed us. We h^ve na 
Romance that can boaft of a Story fo agreeable as that 
ofdicEPHESIAN MATRON. Nothinghas 
fo much of Gallantry as the Love-Letters of C i r c s 
and PoLiENOS; and their whole adventure, whe«> 
ther you refpedi the Converiation, or the Defcrip- 
tibns, has a charadter very much above the polite- 
nefe of OUT Age. You may jud^e, whether he 
was able to treat a noble FafQon mth the nicene& 
it deferves ; fince this was an afiair of two per- 
fi>ns, that were to tafte the utmoit pleafure at the^ 
firft interview. 



THE 

EPHE§IA1S[ MATRON. 

THERE was a Lady at Ephefus ', in fo high 
a reputation for her Chaftity^ tlut even the 

Women. 

» 

y Sii tbf Sophonisbcy 4^d thf Death of Pompej, two Dra^ 

^ J^hn pfSalishurj, Bifltap of CluuttUit i^^ h^th infirtii 
this ftcry 0^t pfPitronius^ m his £Mi k^i0(ii PoUcraucus, af^ 

funs 
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Women of the neighbouring Countries came out 
of curiofity to fee her, as a mirade. This Prude 
having loft her Hulband, was not content, as the 
cuftom then was, to affift at the Funeral Rites with 
her Hair difhevel'd, and to beat her Breaft before 
the people, ihe refolv'd to follow the deceased even 
to his Monument ; and having laid him in a Se- 
pulchre, after the Grecian manner, flie watch*d the 
Body, and. wept inceflantly over it, abandoning 
her felf to all the excefles of Grief and Defpair, 
and fo obftinately determined to deftroy her felf by 
Hunger, that neither her Relations nor Friends were 
able to conquer this fatal refolution. The Magit 
trates of the place, who met with no better fuccels, 
were the laft that took their leaves of her ; and in 
this manner, our illuftrious Matron, lamented by 
all the world as a dead perfon, had already pafs*d 
five days without eaung. A faithful and affedtio- 
nate Maid, bore this unfortunate Lady company, 
mingling her tears with thofe of her miftrefs, and 
renewing the light as often as there was occafion. 
Nothing was talk'd of in the City, but this unpre- 
cedented Adventure, and every one agreed, that 
this was the firft example of conjugal Love and 
Chaftity, which the world had ever beheld. 

It happened, at this very time, that the Gover- 
nour of the Province order'd certain Robbers to be 
afEx'd to Crofles near the difmal Cave, where this 

virtuous 

futti ui, from an antUnt Author ^ that there /was, tneffeSl, at 
Ephefus fuch a tody as is here defcrib^d by Petronms. Tn 
hidoriam, fays he^ aut fabulam, quod his verbis refert PetrcH 
jiius, pro libitu appellabis. Ita tamen ex fado accidiflfe £phe(i» 
& Flavianus audor eft. Mulieremque tradit impietatis fiiac, & 
fceleris paricidialis & adulterii poeaas luifle. Joannes Sarifi 
Berienfis Polycraticus, five de nugis Curialium, & Yc(; 
tigiis Pbilofophorum, L/^, VUI. faf. ii. 
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virtuous Lady bewail'd her felf over the Body of 
her dear Hufband. The following night, a Soldier 
who was appointed Centincl to watch the Crofles, 
left the Bodies fliould be ftolen, perceiving a light 
in the Monument, and. hearing the fad complaints 
of a perfon in aiBidion, was led, by a curiofity 
common to all men, to fee what the matter might 
be. He went down into the Sepulchre, and fur- 
prized at the fight of a very beautiful Woman, he 
continued for fome time frighted, as if he had feen 
fome Fantom ; then earneftly beholding the dead 
Body, which lay ftretch'd out before his eyes, con- 
fidering the Lady's tears, her face disfigur'd with 
her nails, and all the other marks of folemn woe, 
he imagin'd, at laft, what the matter was : that a 
poor difconfolate Woman gave her felf up to for- 
row, and could not bear, without defpair, the death 
of him ihe had loft. Upon this, he went back, 
and brought his fmall Supper with him to the Mo- 
nument, and began to exhort her not to perfevere 
any longer in an unprofitable forrow, and infignifi- 
cant complaints ; that all men have one common 
Exit out of this world, and muft go to the lame 
place : not omitting any of the Arguments that arc 
ufually employed to cure the moft diftemper'd 
minds. But the Lady being ftill the more provoked 
by fo unexpefted a Confolation, redoubles her La- 
mentations, beats her breaft with more violence than 
before, and tears off her hair, which fhe throws 
upon the miferable Body. 

The Soldier was not at all difcourag'd by this^ 
but with the fame exhortations endeavours to per- 
fuade her to take fome nourifhment ; till the Maid, 
who was undoubtedly conquer'd by the fmell of the 
wine, as well as by his difcourfe, ftretch'd out her 
hand to the perfon, who invited them both in fa 
obliging a manner s and having recruited her fpirits 

by 
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by what (he eat and drank, began her felf to com-^ 
bat the obftinacy of her MifEreis. ^^ And what 
^^ will you be the better^ faid fhe, by thus ftarving 
*' your felf; burying your felf alive ; and giving 
^ up to fatey a foul he does not yet demand back 
•^ again? 

" mnk jm thefe tears^ tins pompous tmnofWo^ 
** Are kmwny or valued by the Gbojts behw ? 

*^ What! do you imagine you can brbg the dead 
to life again, contrary to the order of Nature ? 
for once be advifed by me ; lay afide this weak* 
" ncls, which none but Women are capable of; 
^ and enjoy the advantages of Life, while Heaven 
^ ^ves you leave to do it. This very Body whidi 
** you fee before you, fuffidendy Ihews you the va- 
** lue of Life, and warns you to manage it better.'* 
, Few people Men with regret, when they are 
^re&d to eat on the like occafions : we eafily 
foffer our felves to be perfuaded to live. Thus our 
Matron, famifhed by fo long an abftinence, fuf^^ 
fered her obftinacy to be overcome, and took her 
Vi&uals with the fame greedinefs as her Maid» 
who had yielded before. You know diat Teifiptar 
dons generally follow after meals: therefore with 
the very fame arms that the Soldier employed to 
combat her Deipair, did he now attadc her Chafti* 
ty ; and as this ydutig fellow appeared neither dila^ 
greeable, nor deftitute of witj the Maid was not 
wanting on her part, to do hini all the good offices 
ihe could, telling to her Miilrefs : 



fFby will you ftill reftft a pleajing Flame ? 
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In ihort, not to hold you any longer in fuipence, 
the virtuous Matron obferv'd the fame abftinence aa 
to the other part of her body ; and the Soldief »- 
€Oinpleatly vidorious, iucceeded in his attempts up-i- 
on both* Thus they continued tc^ether, not onl/ 
the firft night of their enjoyment, but the next 
day alio, and the next after that : the doors of the 
Monument being' fo carefully fhut, that whoever 
had come thither, whether a friend or ftranger, 
would, without doubt, have concluded, diat th4 
moft pious Wife in the univerfe, had eicpir^d over 
the Body of her Hufband. 

The Soldier diarm'd with the beauty of his fair 
Miftre{s, and theiecrecy of his good fortune^ laid 
dut ^ the little jftock he had iq>on Frovificwa, and 
as foon as night came on he carried them to the 
Monument. In the mean time, the Relations of 
one of the men that were hang'd, perceiving that 
no body looked after them, carried off the Body in 
the night, and buried ic But the poor SdcMer^ 
who fuffer'd this trick to be playM him, while he 
was too bultly purfuing his private pleafures, finding 
on the morning one of thefe Crofles without a Bo- 
dy, repaired immediately to his Miftrefs in the 
greateft apprehenfions of puhifhment, and acquaint- 
ed her wiui what had happened to him ; adding^ 
that as to himfelf he was niUy refolv'd not to wait 
his Condemnation, but to execute a piece of jnC- 
dee upon himielf, and puniih his fatal negligence 
with his own hand t that the only favour he begg'd 
of her, was, to take care of his Burial ; and to put 
him in the fame Tomb^ fatal both to her Huiband 
and her Lover. At this, our Matron, who had an 
equal Ihare of Charity and Difcretion, Heaven for^ 
bidy faid (he, that I Jhouli ever behold^ at the fame 
timey the funerals of two Perfons who are fo verj dear 
to me : I will rather choofe to hang the Deceai^^d^ than 
to occafion the death of the Living. According to 

ibia 
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this fine Speech, fhe drew her Hulband's Corps 
out of the Coffin, in order to fatten it to the Crols 
from whence the Body was ftolen. The Soldier im- 
mediately put in execution the feafonable advice of 
fo difcreet a Lady ; and next morning every one 
wonder*d bow a dead Man Jhould be able to find bis 
way ta tbe Gibbet, 
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CONVERSATION 

BETWEEN 

Tlie Marefchal d'Hocquincourt, 
and Father Canaye. 

BEING one day at dinner with the Marefdial 
d'Hocqjjincourt ', Father Cana ye, 
who din'd there alfo, infenfibly led the difcourfe to 
that fubmiffion of mind, which Religion requires of 
us ; and having related to us many new Miracles, 
and Ibme modern Revelations, he concluded, that 
we ought to avoid, like a plague, thofe Free- 
Thinkers, who pretend to examine every thing by 
Reafon. 

" Who do you talk to of Free-Thinkers, laid 
" the Marefchal, and who knew them better than 
"I did? Bardouville and St. I b al were 

** my 

■ Thi AiSTifchal A*Ho€qmncourt wds tbm (1^54) ^ Pernmey 
^n»hich fUce he nuas Govermnfn 
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my beft friends ; they engag'd me in the Party 
of the Count % againft Cardinal Richelieu: 
why, I know 'em fo well, that I could write ^ 
Book of their Sayings. When Bardouville 
*' was dead, and St. I b a l had retired into Hol- 
** land, I came acquainted with La Frette 
•* and Sauveboeuf ; thefe were none of your 
•' Wits, but brave, gallant fellows. L a F r e t- 
** T E was as ftout as Hercules, and my very 
<« good friend ; and I think that I fufficiendy (hew'd 
*' my felf to be his in the Sicknefe that carried 
•* him off I faw him dying of a fmall Fever, like 
*' a Woman ; and was enraged to fee L a F r e t- 
" tE, that gallant La Frette, who fought 
"BouTEViLLE, go out, neither better nor 
worfe, than a farthing Candle. Sauveboeuf 
and I, were concerned to preferve the honour of 
our Friend ; which made us refolve to piftol 
him, that he might die like a Man of Honour. 
I dapped a piftol to his head, when a fon of a 
whore of a Jefuit pulh'd my arm afide, and hin- 
dered my defign : this put me in fo great a paf- 
fion againft him, that I prefently turn'd Janfe- 
♦« nift." 

Take notice^ my Lord^ faid Father C a n a v E, 
take notice how Satan is always in wait for us : cir- 
cuit quserens quem /devoret. Tou are fomewhat 
pqu^d againft our Order^ and be takes that occafion to 
furprizey and devour you ; nay^ worfe than devour 
you J to make you turn Janfenift. Vigilatc, vigilate ; 
a man cannot be too much upon bis guard againft the 
common enemy of mankind. 

" The Father's in the right, faid the MarefchaU 

*^ I have been told that the Devil never fleeps. We 

** ought to do the like, and be always upon our 

** guard 5 for, fharp is the word. But let us 

Vol. I. M ** leave 

I Tb$ C9imt d$ Sfiffinsi 
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*' leave the Devil, and talk of my likings. I have 
'' loved War above all things ; Madam d £ Mon ip- 
*' B A z o N next to war ; and fuch as you fee me, 
" Philofophy after Madam de Montbazon. 
Tou have reafon to love JVar^ replied the Father, 
for War lovis you too ; it has crowTfd you with Ho- 
nours. fVbyj Pd have you to know^ that I am aljo a 
Warrior. The King has ffven me the dire£iion of the 
Hojpital of bis Army in Flanders : is not this enou^ 
to intitle a man a Warrior? Who would have 
thought that Father G a n a v e fhould turn Soldier ? 
yet I am one^ my Lordy and do God no lefs fervice in 
the Camp J than I did in the College of Clermont. Tou 
may therefore love War innocently ; to go to the War^ 
is to ferve one^s Prince ; and to ferve one*s Prince^ is 
to ferve God. But as for what concerns Madam d e 
Montbazon, if you have lufted after her, if you 
have looked upon her with a carnal eye^ you mujl per^ 
mit me to tell you that your Defires were criminal. 
Tou did not lufi after her^ my Lordy but only love her 
with an innocent friendjhip. 

" How, Father ! faid the Marefcbal^ would you 
*' have me love like a Coxcomb ? The Marefchal 
*' D*H o c Qu I N c o u R T has not leam'd in Ladies 
.^' Bedchambers, to do nothing more than to figh, 
*' I long*d. Father, I long*d : you underiland my 
" meaning/* I long'd ! I long'd ! In 
truthy my Lordy you rally with a good grace. Our 
Fathers of St. Louis y would be ready to crofs themfelves 
atthefe I l on g'd : but when a man has been a great 
while in the Armyy he learns to hear every thing. 
Welly welly you fpeak tbiSy my Lordy to make your 
felf merry. 

" There is no Merriment in the cafe. Father : 
" Do you know to what a pitch I loVd her ? '* 
Ufq^ue ad arasy m v L o r d. "No arasy Father. 
Look ye here, faid the Marefchaly taking a Knifcy 
and grafping the Haft fafi in bis bandy Look ye 

" here. 
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" here, if flie had cofnmanded me to kill you, I 
*' would have fheath'd this Blade in your heart." 
Father Can aye, furpriz'd at this difcourfe, but 
more frighted at this fudden tranfport, had imme- 
diate recourfe to his mental Devotion, and fecretly 
pray*d to his Maker, that he would deliver him 
from the danger wherein he found himfelf. But not 
trufting altogether to Prayer, he infenfibly got out 
of the Marefchal's reach, by an unperceivable mo-^ 
tion of his Buttocks; The Marefchal kept ftill 
within Arms-length of himj by the fame motion^ 
with the Knife lifted up, fo that one would have 
fworn, that he was going to put the Lady's order 
in execution. 

My ill nature made me take pleafure, for a while^ 
in the fright of our reverend (park ; but fearing, at 
length, that the Marefchal, in his paflion, might render 
that feene melancholy, which was before pleafant ; I 
put him in mind that Madam de Month a- 
z o N ' was dead ; and told him, That it was Fa- 
ther C A N A Y e's good fortune, that he had no* 
thing to fear from a perfon that was no more. 

*' G6d does every thing for the beft, replied tbi 
** Marefchal : the faireft Woman in the World ^ 
began to be troublefome to me, when fhe kick'd 
up her heels and died. She had always at her 
tail one Abbpt de Range % who difcours* 






d 
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' Thi Dutchefs of Montbaz^on^ Daughur to Count do Vertut, 
was then ftill alive $ for Jho died in the year ^^57. , M* do St. 
Evremond was not ignorant of ity but he thought that this Ana- 
cronifm might be eafily forgiven him^ confidering it was difficult 
othervDtfe to recover father Canayefrom the fright he was in. 

^ Thus the Marefchal d*Hocquincourt called Madam de MM* 
baxjon» 

5 Armand John Baptift de Ranee, fo famous afterwards under 
.the name of the Abbot de la Trappe> was one of the Dutehefs 
of Montbaz^n^s Lovers: and let his Panegyrifis fay what they 
fkafe^ *tis certain^ that the fudden and unexfe^d death of that 

Lady^ 
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** with her about GRACE before company, and 
«' entertained her with fomething elfe in private. 
" This made me forfake the Janfenifts. Before that 
•* I never mifs'd a Sermon of Father Dssma* 
<* RES, and never fwore but by the Gentlemen of 
*' Port- Royal •, but I have confels'd my felf to the 
** Jefuits ever fince : and if my Son has ever any 
«' Children, I am refolv*d they Ihall go to the Col- 
** lege of Clermont, or elfe I'll difinherit *em." 

0/&, how wonderful are the ways of God ! cried 
out Father C a n a y e : How profound is the myf 
tery of his Jufiice ! A fopling of a Janfemft pretends 
love to a Lady whom my Lord wifhed well to : the 
merciful God makes ufe of Jealoufy to put the Con-' 
.fcience of my Lord into our hands ; mirabilia judida 
tua, Domine, wonderful are thy Judgments^ O Lord! 

After the good Father had ended his pious Re- 
fleftions, I thought I might be allowed to have a 
fhare in the Converfation ; fo I afk'd the Marefchal, 
if the Love of Philofophy did not fucceed the Paf- 
fion he had for Madam de Montbazon? 

" A plague on*t, I have lov^d Philofophy but too 
*' well, faid the Marefchal^ I have loved it but too 
*' well ; biit I have left it at laft, and will trouble 
*' my head no more with it. A Devil of a Philo- 
** foph^ had fo puzzled my Brain about the firft 
*' Parents^ the Apple^ the Serpent^ terreftrial Para- 
** dife^ and the CherubimSy that I had like to have 

** believed 

Lady 9 ivas om of tke principal Motives of his Co»verfion and 
Kttiremint. Madam do Monthax^n died <f the Small Po» s» 
a country Seat, *where the Abbot being come, from Paris, Kfom 
the Jirft news of her illnefs, and finding no body in the entry, b$ 
went up to the Buchefs^s Apartment thro* the fUukftahrs $ and 
the firfi ObjeSi that prefented it felf to his fight, was Madam da 
Montbazon*s Corps, disfigured in the moft horrid andghaflly iftan^ 
ner, and ready to be laid in the Coffin* This made fo lively an 
imprejfton upon him, that he renounced the World, and fettled in 
his Abbey of La Trappt a very auftefe Reform^ Hi diedpn the 
^6th of Q^lober^ 1700. 
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^* bdiev'd nothing at all The Devil take me, if 
I believ'4 ^ fyl&ble then ; but ever fince I could 
endure to be crucified for my Religion. Not 
** that I fee more reafon in it now ; but, on the 
** contrary^ lels than ever: but, for all that, I 
♦* could fuffer my felf to be crucified, without know* 
« ing why, or wherefore/* 

So much the better^ my Lord^ reply'd the Father, 
twanging it very devoudy thro* the Nofe, fo much 
the better j thefe are no human motions \ they pro^ 
eeed from God, No Rc-AspM ! that^s the true Re- 
ligion this : NO Reason! JVhat an extraordinary 
grace^ my Lord^ has Heaven hejiow^d upon you ? 
£ftote ficut infantes, be as infants. Infants preferve 
tbiir innocency ; and why ? becaufe they have no Rea-^ 
Jon. Beati pauperes fpiritu, blejfed are the poor in 
Jprit V they Jin not : the reafon is^ becaufe they have 
no Reafon, No Reason: without know^ 
iNG WHY, or wherefore. Oh excellent 
words ! they ought to be written in letters of gold : 
Not that I see more Reason in it 
now; but, on the contrary, less 
THAN ever! in truth J this is divine for them^ 
that have any tafie of heavenly things : no R e At 
son! what an extraordinary grace^ my Lord^ has 
God bejiow^d upon you ? 

The Father had carried farther his holy hatred 
againft Reafon, if fome Letters had not come from 
Court to the Marefchal, which interrupted fo pious 
a Converfation. The Marefchal read them foftly 
to himfelf ; and afterwards he was pleasM to tell 
the Company the contents. " If I affefted to be 
^^ thought a Politician, as others do, I fliould rcr 
** tire into my Clofet, to read Difpatche^ from the 
*^ Court : but I always ad: and fpeak with an open 
** heart. The Cardinal fends me word, that Ste- 
f ' nay's taken ^ ; that the Court will be here within 

M 3 * ^' eight 

f f w^y W4f takin thfixth of Ainp^fi U54. 
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•* eight days ; and that the command of the Army 
** that made the Siege, is given me, in order to 
•* go and relieve Arras, with Turenne and 
** L A F E R T e'. I remember well that T u r e n- 
*' N E fufFer'd me to be beaten ^ by the Prince of 
** Conde', when the Court was at Gien; perhaps 
*' I may find an opportunity to be even with him. 
*' If Arpas were relieved, and Turenne beaten, 
*' I fhould be content •; Pll do what! can: I fay 
*• no more/' 

He would have rcl?;:ed to us all the particulars of 
the Batde, and what I'eafon he thought he had to 
complam of Monfieur de Turenne: but we 
were informed, that the Convoy was got already a 
good way out of town, which made us take our 
leaves fooner than we intended to do. 

Father C a n a y e having no Horfe of his own^ 
dcfir*d the Marefchal to lend him one to carry him 
to the Camp. ^* And what fort of a Horfe will 
** you have. Father ? '* fays the Marefchal. / wiU 
make you the fame anjwer^ my Lord^ as goad Father 
Suarez made to the Duke of Mebiu a Sidonia 
upon the like occafion •, qualem me decet efle, man- 
fuetum ; fuch an one as I ought to be^ gentle and 
fra£lable. ^' S^ualem me decet ejfe^ maf^uetum / I 
*' underftand a little Latin, faid the Marefchal, 
^^ manfuetum is a fitter word for Sheep than Hor- 
" fes. Let the Father have my Horfe •, I love the 
*' whole Order, and am his Friend, therefore let 
^' them give him my beft Horfe." 

I went to difpatch feme fmall bufinefe of my own, 
biit ftay'd not long before I rejoin'd the Convoyi 
We pafs*d without danger j but not without fome 

fatigue 



' ; 



' At 'BUneAH the fevinth of April i^<J2. 

• Thffe thru Martjchals having fircadthe Ij^s ijt ihree^fh^ 
fw. Beat the Spaniardj^ entr,ed ^rras, and obliged the Prince if 
tepde to retire. 
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fatigue for poor Father Can a ye. I met him 
upon the march, mounted on one of the beft 
Stone-Horfes of Monfieur d'Hocqjltincourt. 
'Twas a mettlefom fiery Devil, reftlels, and always 
in motion ; that champ'd his bit eternally ; ftiU 
went on one fide, neigh'd every minute •, and what 
moft offended the modefty of the Father, he very 
indecendy miftook all the Horfes that came near 
him for Mares. What do I feCy Father? faid I 
coming up to him ; what a Hgrje have they given 
you ? where is good Father S u a R e z* J Nag^ that 
you ajk^d fo earneftly for ? ^^ Ah, Sir, fays he^ \ 
** am e'en ipent, I am bruis*d to pieces.** — — 
He was going on with his complaints, when a Hare 
ftarted. An hundred Horfemen immediately hur- 
ried away in confufion after the Courfe, and we 
heard prefently more difcharges of Piftol$, than at 
a fkirmifh. The Father's Horfe being us'd to fire, 
under the Marcfchal, ran away with his rider, and 
made him penetrate inftantly beyond their confus'd 
ranks. *Twas a very pleafant fight to fee a Jefuit 
at the head of all this company, in fpite of himfelf. 
By good fortune Puis was kill*d ; and I found the 
Father in the midft of thirty hprfemen, who all 
gave him the honour of a chafe, which might de- 
ferve the name of a Rencounter. The Father re- 
ceived their commendations with a feeming mo- 
defty 5 but in his mind he delpis'd very much the 
manfuetum of good Father S u a r e z, and hugg'd 
himfelf with the wonders he thought he had done 
on the Marefchal's Barbary horfe. However, *twaa 
not long before he remembred diat fine laying of 
Solomon, Vanitas Vimitaium^ i^ omvia vanity. 
As he grew cool, he felt a fmart, which the heat; 
had rendered infenfible •, and falfe glory yielding to 
real pain, he wifti'd for the eafe and quiet life of the 
College he had quitted. But all thefe refledUons 
Minified npthing i, he ijiuft go ^o. the Camp, and^ 

M 4 he 
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he was fo tir'd of his horfe, that I law him once rea- 
dy to abandon his Bucephalus, and walk a-fooc at 
the head of the infantry. 

I comforted him for his paft fatigue, and freed 
him from any fuch inconveniency for the future, by 
giving him the eaficft Nag he could have wiftiM. 
He return'd me a thousand thanks, and was fo fen* 
fible of my civility, that laying afide all cautious re- 
gards to his profeffion, he conversed with me more 
like an honeft fincere fellow-traveller, than a Jefuit '. 
I aik'd him what his opinion was of Monlieur 
d' Ho c qjj I n c ou It t ? H^s a worthy Gentle- 
man^ faid he : b^s a good Jbul. He has quitted the 
Janfenijis ; and our Order ts obliged to bim : but for 
my part^ I Jhall never fit at table near him^ nor 
borrow a borfe of him. 

Being much pleas'd with this fird freedom, I had 
a mind to try him farther. ** Whence come, con- 
" tinned /, the great animofities between the Janfc- 
♦* nifts and your Fathers? do they proceed from 

your differing in opinion about the Do£lrine of 

GRACE?" What nonfenfe, faid he, what 
nonfenfe it is^ to think that we hate one another for 
not having the fame opinion about GRACE! *tis 
neither thatj nor the five Propositions, 
that have fet us at variance ; the jealoufy of govern- 
ing Confciences is the caufe of all the mtfcbief ^b^ 
Janfentfts found us in poffejfton of the government^ and 
had a mind to difpoffefs us. Kpw^ to compafs their 
ends^ they make ufe of methods qu'te contrary to ours^ 
JVe employ gentlenefs and indulgence^ and they affe^ 
aujierity and rigour. We comfort fouls by the exam* 
p^s of God^s mercy \ and they frighten them by tbofe 
of his jufiice^ They would fubdue by the means of 

fear^ 
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Fear, tbofe whom we endeavour to attraSi by the 
hiandijhment of Hope. Not but that both of us have 
a mtid to fave men ; hut each has alfo a defign to 
advance his credit, by favtng them ; and to [peak 
freely to you, the intereft of the Dire5tor is generally 
preferred before the falvatten of him who is under 
Ms care, J talk to you after quite another manner 
than I did tt the Marefcbal. I was a dawnrigbt 
Jefrnt with htm^ hut with you I ufe the freedom of 
a Soldier. I commended very much the new 
charafter which his laft profefljon had made him 
take up; and he feem'd to be well plcafed with 
diis commendation. I had continu'd it longer, 
btjt ni^C t^proaching, we were obliged to part : 
the Fadier being as much content with my ufage 
of him, as I was latiaiied with the confidence He 
repos'd in me. 
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CONVERSATION 

BETVEEN 

MY LORD D'AUBIGNYs 

AND 

M. DE ST. EVREMOND, 

HAVING one day related to my Lord d*A u- 
B I G N Y the Converfation I had with Father 
C A N A Y E ; " It is but reafon, /aid he^ that you 
'' fliould meet with as much franknefs among us, 
*« as you have ^;ie among the Jefuits. Do but take 
** the trouble to hear- me fpeak, and I don't doubt 
" but you'll find me as honourable and fincere, as the. 
reverend Father you mention. 
" I muft acquaint you, in the firft place, that we. 
\" have, amongft us, very great Wks, who pro-, 
pagate Janfenifm by their Writings 5 vain Sophif- 
ters, who, to credit themfelves by being Janfo- 
** nifts, entertain continual Difputes in private hou- 
^* fes ; and wife and cunning perfons, who prudent^ 
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*^ ly govern both the other. You'll find in the' 
firft a great knowledge, a competent deal of ho» 
nefty, often too much heat, and fometimes fome 
animofity. There is in the fecond, a great deal 
of obftinacy and felf-conceit : thofe that are leafl: 
•* ufeful, fornfy the P^rty by their numbers i and 
•' the moft confiderable raife its credit by their qua- 
** lity. As for the Politicians, they employ every 
*^ one according to his talent; and govern the 
<' whole machine, by fprings unknown to thofe vc- 
*' ry perfons who are afted by them. 

" Thofe who preach, or write upon GRACE, 
«* and treat that celebrated and lo long debated 
«« queftion ; thofe who place the Council above the 
*« Pope, qppofe his Infallibility, and thwart the 
•* great pretenfions of the Court of Rome, are per- 
«< fuaded of what they fay : tho capable to change 
«* their opinion, if the Jefuits fhould one day think 
♦* fit to alter theirs. Our Direftors do not much 
** regard the Do6trine : their principal aim is tofet 
♦* up one Society againft the other ; to fecure for 
^* them a Party in the Church ; and out of a Party 
^* in the Church, a Cabal at Court. They introduce 
•• a reformation inpo a Monaftery, without reform- 
** ing themfelves : they extol penance without prac- 
^* tifing it : they caufe fome perfons, who endea* 
** vour to diftinguilh themfelves by being Angular;, 
** to diet on Herbs, whilft they live as well as thofe 
^* that have the moft delicate palates. Neverthc- 
** lefs, our Dire6tor5, fuch as I reprefent them, do 
** Janfenifm more fervice by their E)ire<S:ions, than 
*' our beft Writers^ by their fine Books. 

^* Our prefervatio^ is owing to a wife and pru- 
** dent management : and, if I miftake nor, fliould 
** ever M. d e B e l i e v r e, M. d e L e g u e, 
•* and M. D V G u e'-B a g n o l s, fail us, there will 
V happen a great change in Janfenifm. The reafon 
. *.' of it is^ becaufe our opinions will have much ado 

* ^ ' *' ta 
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" to fubfift by themfelves : for they put an eternal 
«* conftraint upon Nature ; take off* from Reli^on 
^ whaf s comfortable in it, and put in its place 
«« Fear, Pain, and Defpair. The Janfenifts, cn- 
«< deavouring to make all men Saints, do not find 
«^ ten in a whole Kingdom, to make fuch Chrif- 
«c dans as they would have them* Chriftianity is 
«< divine : but they are Men that enibrace it ; and 
*« therefore we muft, by all means, calculate every 
^^ thing for human capacities. Too auftere a Phi- 
«* lofophy makes few wife men ; too rigorous Po- 
^< licicks, few good fubjeAs ; too hard a Religion^ 
** few religious Perfons whofe devotion is of long 
*^ continuance. Nodiing can be lailing, which 
« docs not fuit with Nature. GRACE, of which 
" we talk fo much, fuits it felf with it : for God 
*• makes ufe of the docility of our minds, and of 
** the tendernefs of our hearts, to make himfelf 
•« belov'd. *Tis certain, that too rigid Divines 
«« raifc a greater averfion againft themfelves, than 
** againft fins. The penance they preach up, makes 
*' people prefer the eafinels of continuing in vice, 
♦' before the difficulties that attend the getting out 
*« of it. 

*^ The other extreme appears to me equally vi- 
** cious. If I hate morofe people, who make a fin 
of every thing, I hate no lefs thofe eafy and com- 
plaifant Teachers, who make a fin of ndthing ; 
who countenance the depravation of nature ; and 
become fecret favourers of immorality. TEc 
Gofpel, in their hands, is more indulgent than 
Morals ; and Religion, when manag'd by them, 
♦' does not fo ftrongly oppofe vice, as Reafon does, 
*' I love learned honeft men, who make a found 
** judgment of our actions j who ferioufly exhort 
*' us to die good : and, as far as in them lies, dif» 
*' fuade us from the bad. I would have them know 
*' the true difference of things, by a juft and nice 

difcern- 
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" difcernment ; I would have them diftinguifh a 
•* Paffion, from the efFeft of it ; a Defign, from 
*' the execution j Vice, from Crime ; Pleafures, 
^' from Vice : I would have them excufe our frail- 
** ties, and condemn our diforders ; I would not 
" have them confound light, fimple, and natural 
** appetites, with wicked and perverfe inclmations : 
•* in a word, I am for Chriftian Morals, neidier 
•* fevere, nprremiis.** 
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IRISH PROPHET'. 

* 

A NOVEL 



AT the time that Monfieuf d £ Co mm i n g bs 
was Ambafiador from the Moft ChrHlian 
King, to the King of Great Britain, there came 
to London an Irifh PROPHET, who pals'd for 
a great performer of Miracles ; according to the 
opinion of the credulous, and, perhaps, his own 
perfuafion. Some perfons of quality having defir'd 
Monfieur de Comminges to fend for him to 
his houfe, that they might fee fome of his Prodigies, 
' he was very willing to grant them that fatisfaftion, 
as well to gratify his own natural curiofity, as out of 

com- 

' Valentine Creatraksy the Iri/h Streaker. See the Life of M* 
At Sc* Evremond, under the year i^SSn 
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complaifance to them : and fo he fent for this pre- 
tended Prophet. 

Upon the noife, which this news made in all 
jJarts of the town, the Amba(&dor's houfe was foon 
fiii'd with fick people, who came with a full aflii- 
rance of being cur'd. The Irifhman made the 
company wait for hiip fome rime ; and after an im- 
padent expeAadon, the fide and the curious faw ;>^ 

him arrive widi a grave, but plain countenance, 
which carried in it not the leaft mark of an im- 
poftor. Monlieur de Comminges prepared 
himfelf to examine him to the bottom, hoping he 
might enlarge himfelf with pleafure, on all he had 
read in Van Helmont and Bo d i n ; but, to 
his great concern, he was not able to effeft it ; for 
the crowd was (b great, and the infirm pre(s*d on 
fo eagerly, to be cur'd firfl, that they had much 
iido, with threats, and even force, to regulate their 
ranks. • 

The Iri(h Prophet afcrib'd all indifpofidons to 
Spirits ; and all infirmides, according to him, were 
PofiefTions. The fiffl Man that Was prefented to 
him, was one troubled with the Gout and Rheuma- 
tifm, which he had, in vain, endeavoured to get 
cur^d of. This our Wonder-maker obferving, / 
b(Fue feen long ago^ faid hcj this fort of Spirits in 
Ireland. Tbefe are watr'j Spirits^ that bring coldnefs^ 
and occafton an overflowing of humours in tbefe poor 
bodies. Thou evil Spirit, who hast 

LEJT THE HABITATION OF THE W A- 
TERS, to come and afflict THIS 
MISERABLE BoDY, I COMMAND THEE '*'. 
TO QJUIT THYNEW ABODE, AND TO RE- 
TURN TO THY ANTIENT DWELLING. 

Having faid this, the fick man retired •, and another 
came in his room, who complained he was tor- 
mented with melancholy Vapours. He was/ in- 
deed, one of thofe we commonly call Hypochoi>- 

d; ' 
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driacs and Fanqr-fick, altho they are but too much 
fo in eflFedt Airy Spirit, faid the Irifliman^i 

RETURN INTO THE AlR, TO EXERCISE 
THY POWER IN RAISING STORMS; AN D 
STIR UP NO MORE HURRICANES IN THIS 
jSAD AND MISERABLE BODY. 

This fick perfon made way for another, who^ 
according to the opinion of bur Prophet, was a 
puny Hobgoblin, unable to refift one moment the 
force of his Spell. He fancy'd he had found him 
out by certain marks which did not appear to us ; 
and uniling on the affembly. Tins fori of Spirits^ 
faid he, are feldom troublefomy and generally diverting;. 
In fhort, he knew every thing that related to Spi- 
rits. He was acquainted with their numbers, their 
ranks, their names, their imployments and func- 
tions ; riay> he boafted that he underftood the in- 
tr^ues of Demons, much better than the affairs 
ofMen. • , . 

You cannot imagine what a reputation he gain'd 
in a very little time. Both Catholicks and Prote- 
ftants came to him from all parts ; and you would 
have faid, that the power of Heaven was lodg'd in 
the hands of this man, when an unexpefted Ad- 
venture deftroy'd the wonderful opinion which the 
publick had entertained of him. 

A Country Gentleman and his Lady, who had 
been married for fome time, came to feek relief 
in his miracle-working Virtue, againft certain Spi- 
rits of Difcord, which, they faid, difturbed their 
conjugal union, and the peace of their family, The 
. Gendeman was about forty five years old, and 
look'd like a Perfon of eftate and quality. Me- 
thinks, I have the Lady yet before my eyes. She 
was about thirty five years old, and was perfonable 
enough ; but one might eafily read in her face, 
that (he had been much handfomer formerly. I 
jnam'd the Hqlband firft, for the dignity of his 

rank j 
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rank ; yet the Wife would fpcak firft : whether it 
was becaufe (he believ'd her felf to be moft tor- 
m^ted by her fpirit, or that flie was' only promp- 
ted by the talkaave appetite^ which is fo natural to 
her fex. 

My Hufband, /aid Jhe^ is one of the beft men 
in the world : I give him a thouiand diiquiets, 
•* and he gives me no fewer in his turn. I would 
*' fain live comfortably with him, and fhould not 
«* fail of my defires, if a ftrange Spirit, with which 
^^ I feel my felf poflefled at certain times, did not 
** make me fo haughty and ill-humour*d, that there's 
^ no enduring of me. After diefe agitations are 
^^ over, I return to my natural good humour ; and 
*' then omit no fond endearments to endeavour to 
** pleafe my Hufband : but his Demon pofleiles 
** him when mine forfakes me ; and this very Hut 
•* band of mine, who bears my tranfports fo patient- 
** ly, is a downright fury to me, when I am calm.** 
Here ftopt our Lady, who, in all appearance^ fta- 
ted her oife truly \ and the Hulband, who fcem*d 
to be no le(s fincere than his Wife, began his dif- 
courfe, as follows : 

" Whatever reafon I have to complain of my 
Wife's Devil, I am, however, obliged to him, 
*' that he has not taught her to lye 5 for I muft 
own, that fhe has faid nothing but what is lite* 
rally true. All the time that Ihe appears ter me 
to be in ' thefe agications, I am composed ; but 
as foon as her Spirit leaves her in peace, mine 
torments me in its turn ; and as it infpires me 
*' with new courage, and new forces, I make her 
•* then know, the dependance of a Wife, and die 
** fuperiority of a Hufband. Thus our lives are 
•' fpent in continual war, either ofFenfive or defcn- 
** five ; which makes our condition as miferable as 
*' can be imagined. Thus, Doftor, have I acquaint- 
** cd you with our torments, and if you nave a 

*^ remedy 
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** remedy for th^m, I delire you to be our deli- 
*^ verer. The cure of a diftemper fo ftrange as 
** this of ottrs, will bring you no fmall reputation.** 

^efe are neither HobgMins mr Fairies^ faid the 
Irilhnfian ; they are Spirits of the firft Order^ and 
belong to Lucifer^ s Lepon : proud Demons ; great ene^ 
nties to oheMence ; and very hard to expeL Tou will 
not take it nmifs^ GentlemeUy purfu'd he, turning to 
the aflfemWy, if I examine my Books a little ; for 
J have occajion for Words out of the common road. 
Upon this he withdrew into a clofct, in order to 
turn over his Books and Papers ; and after he had 
rejefted a hundred Forms, as too weak to combat 
fuch powerful enemies, he pitchM, at laft, upon 
one diat was able, as he thought, to confound and 
expel all the Devils in Hell 

The firft effea of the 'Conjuration was upon him* 
felf 5 for his eyes began t6 roul in his head, with 
fo many grin^ces and convulfions, that he might 
very well pafe for a man poflefsM, to thofe who 
came for a remedy agsdhft PdGTeffion. Aftcf he had 
ftar*d and look'd about him, he fix'd his eyes upon 
this virtuous couple \ and Itriking bdth of them 
with a Wand, wWch could not be widiout virtue : 

BE OpNE YE SPlRiti OF DlSSENSION^ 

fays he, BE GO Kc, AND exe rcise disco ko 

IN H-ELL, AND BY YOUR DEt'ARTURE 
LET THAT HAPPY UNION 'BE RE-ESTA- 
BLI SH ED, WHICH YOU HAVE SO IMPIOUS- 
LY BROKEN. Then he approached foftly to the 
Ears of the pretended poflclsM, and raifing the 
tone of his voice; I hear you murmur. 
Devils, at the obedience which 

YE are forced to PAV ME: BUTWERE 
YE To BURST WITH MADNESS, YE MUST 
BE GONE; DeP A RT, D E P A R T. ' -^/«/ yi^iir, 

my friendsy gp and merrily enjoy that fepofe^ ivbicb 

ye have been deprii/d of jo long. " Enough for this 

Vol I. N "time. 
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*' time, Gendemen ; I proteft to you, that I am 
•* all over in a fweat with the fatigue, which the 
•* oppofition of thefe obftinate Devils has ^ven 
** me* I believe I have had to deal with two thou- 
*' fand Spirits in my time, who, all together, have 
" not given me fo much pain and trouble as thefe/* 

The Devils being thus difpatch'd away, the Irilh- 
man retired ; all the company went out of the 
houfe; and our married couple returned to their 
lodgings, with a fatisfa£Uon more miraculous dian 
the Prodigy which had been wrought in their fa- 
vour. When they came home, every thing appear- 
ed agreeable to them, upon this new alteration of 
mind, which created a new difpofition in their fen- 
fes. They found a fmiling air in every thing; 
they look'd upon themfelves with pleafure ; and 
were not wanting in fweet and tender words to ex- 
prefs their love. But, vain delights, how little de- 
pelidance there is upon your duration! and how 
prepolleroufly do perfons, that are born to misfor- 
tunes, rejoice when they obtain one fhort moment 
of happinels ! 

Such was the tranquillity of our married coi^e, 
when a ll^ady of their acquaintance came, to wifli 
them joy for their cure. They anfwer*d this civi- 
lity in a very obliging manner ; and the ufual com- 
pliments, on this occafion, being made and returned, 
the Hulband began a very pertinent converlation 
upon the happy condition they were now in, after 
fo many miferies they had endur'd. His Wife, ei- 
ther to (raufe a greater admiration of this Miracle, 
or elfe to pleafe her own malicious humour, en- 
larged her felf with fatisfaAidn upon the tricks 
which her Devil had fuggefted to her, to torment 
her Hufband Upon which, the Huiband, jealous 
of the honour of his Devil, or, at leaft of his own 
authority, gave her tounderftand, *' That fhe talk'd 
5^ too feelingly of thbgs pail, the remembrance 
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** whereof was fo irkfome to him." He added. 
That confidering all was now well, fhe ought to 
think of nothing elfe, but that Obedience which 
•' a Wife owes to her Hufband ; as he would only 
*• be foUicitous, on his fide, how to make a Iftw- 
•• fill ufe of his privileges, in order to make their 
^* condition as happy for the future, as it had been 
•' unfortunate for the time paft." 

The Wife, highly offended at the word Ohedi^ 
encej and yet more at the fevere injundtion to hold 
her tongue, brought all the arguments fhe could 
think o^ to maintain an equality in Marriage, fay- 
ing^ That the Devils were not at fuch a dijldnce^ 
hut they mght be recall* j^ in cafe this equality was 
infringed. 

The Lady abovemention'd, who was as difcreet 
«nd judicious as any of her (ex, wifely reprefented 
to her the Duty of Wives ; and, at the fame time, 
preached up the conduft and good management 
that Hufbands are oblig*d to ufe. But her reafons, 
inftead of pacifying, did but more incenfe her, fb 
that fhe became more infupportable than before. 
Tou are in the rights dear Wife^ replied the Huf^ 
band, the Devils were not gone fo far^ hut they were 
jeaftly recalled ; dt' rather ^ you were fo endearing to 
yours^ that be refolves to continue with you ^ fiotwitb- 
ftcutding the pofitive command that was laid upon him 
to leave you. I am too weak to cope alone with you 
and him ; which obliges me to retire^ expofd^ as I am^ 
to fuch an unequal combat. " And I likewife, re- 
tire, fays fbe^ with this Spirit, that will not aban- 
don me. He muft be a very ill-humour'd fort 
of a Devil, indeed, if he is not more fbciable 
** than (b troublefom and fo ctoIs a Hufband.** 
Then, turning towards her friend ; ** Before I go, 
faid fhe to her^ I am glad I have an occafion. Ma- 
dam, to tell you freely, that I expefted quite 
another tre^icment fi'om your friendihip, and that 
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you havle forgot the intercft, which obh'ges you 

to take a Wife's part, againft the ill ufage of her 
** Hufband. *Tis a very ftrange thing, that I 
" Ihould be run down by one, that ought to have 

efpous'd my quarrel. Adieu, Maqani, adieu; 

your vilits do me a great deal of honour ; but 

one may very well be without them, if this be all 
** the good they do." 

Our good, but over-difereet Lady, was extreme- 
ly furpriz'd at this compliment ; being now con- 
vinc'd by her own experience, that even Wifdom 
may over-lhoot it felf, and that, for the mod part. 
We make an ill ufe of our reiafon, with thofe who 
have none. You may imagine fhe did not ftay long 
alone, in a houfe where nothing was talk*d of but 
Devils ; and nothing done, but what was extrava- 
gant to the higheft degree- 

The Hufband pafs'd the reft of the dky, and all 
the night, in his Chamber^ afhamM of the fhort- 
liv'd Joy he had received ; vex*d at the prefent ftatc 
of affairs ; and refle6ting, with great anxiety ck 
mind, upon what he might expeft for the future. 
As the agitation of the Wife h^d been much more 
violent, fo was it of much fhorter duration ; and 
returning foon to her felf, Ihe tnade melancholy re- 
flexions upon the lofs of thofe Pleafures, of whidi 
ihe faw her felf deprived. 

A certain reftlefi Spirit fuffer'd few moments 
to pafs, without expoftulating with the Spirit of 
Difcord, why it fhould facrifice its intereft and 
pleafures, thus to no purpofe. This Spirit, which 

})articularly fways thofe of the Fair Sex, but chiet- 
y a-nights, when they cannot fleep, had its de- 
firM effeft upon our Lady ; fo that refigning her 
felf up purely to the conduft of Nature, flic 
awak'd her Hufband as foon as 'twas day, defign- 
ing to afcribe all paft diforders to a ftrange Power, 
which was neither natural nor human. / am fatif 
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fied^ faid fhe, in the lucid interval I enjoy at prefent^ 
that our Spirits did not immediately leave us^ when 
our Irijh VoSior commanded them to he gone : and if 
you*ll take my advice^ my dear but too unhappy Huf 
bandy we will go again^ and beg of him a Jtronger and 
more effectual Konjuration. 

The poor Hufband, opprefs'd with grief as he 
was^ would not have repelPd an injury ; judge then 
if he was not very glad to find fo unexpefted a 
calm ; and tenderly affefted with this amorous re- 
turn in his Spoufe : " Let us bemoan, my dear, 
*' f^y^ he to her^ let us bemoan our common mif- 
*' fortunes, and go a fecond time to feek a remedy, 
*' which at firft we could not obtain/* 

The Wife was agreeably furpriz'd at this difcourfe ; 
for, inftead of a troublefom Demon, whofe infults 
Ihe expe<5ted, (he happily found a tender and com- 
paifionate Hufband, who gave her comfort for 
that very uneafinels fhe had given him ; and of 
which he himfelf had bore the greateft fliare* 
They ipent an hour or two to poffefs one another 
with a mutual confidence, and placing all their 
hopes in the mighty Ikili of the Prophet, they re- 
turned to the houfe of Monfieur de Comminges, 
in order to procure a more powerful relief, than that 
which they nad try'd before. 

Scarce had they enter'd the Chapel, but the Irilh- 
man perceived them, and calling them fo loud, that 
he might be heard by all the Company ; Come^ 
iays he to them, come^ declare the Miracle which 
has been effe^ed in you ; and make your acknowledg-- 
tnents to that almighty Power^ which has delivered 
you from the wretched flavery under which you groarfd. 
The Wife, without any confultation, immediately^ 
replied, " That as for the teftimony he demand- 
ed of them, they were ready to give it to the 
obftinacy of the Devils, but not to his fkill : 
for, in truth, venerable Father, added fhe^ fince 
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** your fine operation, they have tormented us, as 
** ic were, pat of fpite, more violently than ever." 
Tou are incredulous^ cried out our good Irilhrpan 
in a wonderful paflion \ or at leaji ungratefulj who 
malicioujly deny thofe benefits ye have received. 
Come hither, let fne convi£t you of incredulity or 
malice. 

When they came near him, he nicely examined 
all the lines in their faces : he particularly obferv*d 
their 4ooks -, and, as if he had difcover'd in their 
eye-balls fome impreflion of thefe Spirits ; Tou are 
in the right, fays he all amaz*d, you are in the right ; 
they are not yet diflod^d. ^hey are too deeply rooted 
in your bodies, to furrender at the firji fiimmons, hut 
they muft hold faft indeed, if the fVords I am now go- 
ing to pronounce^ dotft ejeSi them : Leave, Yoy 

ACCURSED RACE, AN HABITATION OF 
REPOSE TOO GOOD FOR YOU, AND GO 
AND RAVE FOR EVER IN PLACES, WHERE 
DWELL HORROR, MADNESS, AND DE- 
SPAIR. *fis done^ my friends^ you are moji cer^ 
taiftly delivered : but return no more^ I intreat ye. 
I owe my time to all the world, and you have had as 
much of it as comes to your Jhare. 

Now our Patients fuppos- d themfelves at the end 
of all their misfortunes. This day feem*d as hap- 
py to them as the firft of their marriage, and the 
night w;as expefted with the fame impatience, as 
that of their Nuptials had been formerly. This 
night, fo much defir^d, came ; 'but, alas ! how ill 
did it anfwer their expeftations ! Too much Love 
caufes the (hame of Lovers ; and I leave the Rea- 
ider to imagine the confufion of an adventure. 

Where excefs of defire 
, Jioes extinguifl) the fire. 

»Twas 
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•Twas happy for the Hufband, that his \^fe 
accufed the Devils that were innocent ; for, flie 
was now fatisfied, that our famous Prophet was 
a wretched Hibernian 5 who, for all his pretences, 
had not (kill enough to conjure down an Ignis 
fatuus. 

Sometimes (he imputed to her felf this non-per- 
formance of her Hufband, after the example of 
the Spanifh Women, who attribute to themfelves 
on thcfe bccafions the failings of their Lovers ; 
as being perfuaded, that the force of their Charms 
ought neither to fubmit to the infirmity of Na- 
ture, nor to the power of Witchcraft. Thus the 
Wife, who accus'd her Hufband in every thing elfe, 
where he was moil: innocent, juftifies him where he 
was moft defident ; and rather chofe to impute a 
want of vigour in him, to a want of charms in 
her felf, than to a real defedt, which would prove 
eternally deitrudtive pf her pleafures. But as a 
Lady doth not willingly entertain a thought in^ 
jurious to the intereft of her Beauty, (he immedi- 
ately recalled to her mind, the malice of the De-r 
vils, and turn'd her confufion into anger againft 
the Irifhman, who had not (kill enough to expel 
them. We bave^ faid (he angrily and as if (he 
had been infpired, we have too lof^ been made 
fools by this forry Bogg-trotter \ but now I find tb^f 
•rfj nonfenfe to expeSl our deliverance from bim^ Hovh 
ever^ it is not enougb tbat we are undeceived | jujiice 
obliges us to undepeyve others as well t^s otfr felves^ 
and to make known to the worlds either bis rog^ffy^ 
or folly. 

** My dear, reply^d the Hufband^ *tis undoubtedly 
*^true, that, the misfortune of this night. is purely 
" owing to our Devils. The Irifhman thought tq 
*^ banter, them, but they reiblved to ridicule him 
** ai^.ufi ih their .turn. You knpw me, apd I know 
^^ my felf i iiichiilitraogfe adymture could nqf, na^ 

ff 4 \^* wrj^lly 
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** turally happen : I lay, k could not na(ura})]Hiap- 
** pen; ana therefore fee what wc got by thefc 
Conjurations. But, nay Dear, cojHimCd he^ when 
you take the Impoibor to taik, don't mention 
the particulars ; and let nothing flip whixrb may 
tend to our fhame. AH family fecrets ou^t 
^* to be concealed ; but this in a more particular 
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** manner.** 



The Wife had like to take pet, to fee her felf 
fufpefted of fuch an indifcretion : buc not to em- 
broil things anew, that were tending to a good 
accommodation, (he promifed fb tx) manage her it% 
that none but the Irifhman (faould find faidt with 
her proceeding. 

We ufually feck the night to conceal our ihame, 
but the day here appear'd to difpel it ;. and thefie 
unhappy Pfcrfons, who were not yec well recover*d 
of their misfortune, turn*d their thou^bts with the 
Sun who enlivens all things, towards the hopes 
that their affairs would change for die better. 
They rofe out of their bed with more tranquilli- 
ty than they had found there ; and after a unall 
Breakf^, and a little Converfation, tx)* fortnfy their 
bodies, and reconcile their minds, they went in 
peace and good union towards the houfe, whither 
they had gone twice with confidence, and from 
whence they had twice return'd without any re- 
lief. They were there informed, that the Irifhman 
was gone to St. James\ to perform {omc Wonders 
there, at the defirc of my Lord d'Aubighy, f^ 
well known to all the worid for one of the moft 
agreeable men that ever liv*d. Behold then fomc 
of the Rrodigies which I obferv*d at St. James's, 
wi^i Ie6 ^e(blity than the multitude, and with. le& 
prejudice thah my Lord d' Air b r g n v. . , • 

Already did the Blihd fuppofe diey fkwrthat li^t, 
they did not 'fee : already did the Deaft imagine 
they heard, and heard noc: ibe Xanoe aln^dy 

thought 
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thought they were grown well, and the Impotent 
fency'd they had recovered the firft ufe of their 
limbs, A ftrong idea of Health bad made the fick 
fbrget their Diftempers; and Imagination, which 
was no lefs adtive in the curious, than in the fick, 
gave the firft a falfe profpeft, thro* their defire of 
feeing, as it gave a falfe cure to the fecond, thro* 
their defire of bdng cur*d. Such was the Power 
pf the Irifliman upon our minds : fuch was the 
force of our minds upon our fenfes. Thus nothing 
was talked of but Prodigies ; and thefe prodigies 
came from {o great an authority, that the afto* 
nifti*d multitude received them with fubmiflion, 
whilft fome more knowing perfons durft not rejedt 
them by their knowledge. A timorous and flavilh 
knowledge, paid a refpe<5t to an imperioujs and au- 
thorized error : the foul was weak, when the un- 
derftanding was found ; and thofe who faw beft in- 
to thefe imaginary Cures, durft not fpeak their real 
fendments among a prejudiced and deluded herd of 
believers. 

Such was the triumph of the Irifliman, when our 
married couple couragioufly broke thro* the crowd, 
to come and indilt him in all his msyefty. ^r/ not 
thou ajbam^dj laid the Wife to him, to abufe the 
Jiniple and credulous people as thou dojl^ by pretend- 
ing to a Povjer which thou never hadji ? "Thou bafi 
enjoined our Devils to leave us in quiet ^ and they have 
hut tormented us the more for it. Thou haft command- 
ed them to be gone^ yet they ftill ohftinately refolve to 
ftay^ in fpite of thy orders^ and equally deride our 
foolifh credulity^ and thy impotent efforts. The 
Huft)and continued the fame reproaches, with the 
fame contempt, even fo far as not to allow him the 
name of Impoftor ; becaufc, faid he, there was need 
of Wit for an impofture, and this miferable wretch 
wanted even that. 

Qur 
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Our Prophet loft his ipeech, with the lols of the 
Authority that made him venerable; and this for* 
midable power, eftaUiih'd on a fuperftidous fubjec- 
don of the mind, came to nothing, fo foon as there 
appear'd perfons bold enough to diibwn it. Thus 
furpriz'd and confounded, our Irifhman withdrew, 
and went out at the back-door. However, he was 
lefs morrified than the Aflembly ; there being no- 
thing that a man receives with fo much fatisfa6tion» 
^s the opbion of things marvellous, nor leaves with 
more difficulty and concern. As for my Lord 
D* A u B I G N y, he foon reckon'd this Prophet in 
the fame dais with a hundred others, whom he had 
pry'd. 

All the Company retired, aiham'd of their eafi- 
m& to be abufed, and yet vexfd at the lols of their 
error. Our married couple, glorious and trium- 
phant, enjoy*d the pleafures of Victory, without any 
farther thoughts of the Devils : and my Lord d* A u- 
9 1 N Y, who with a wonderful facility pais'd from 
one humour to another, immediately quitted the 
grave and the raanrellous, to give himfelf the plea- 
fure of laughing with me, at what had happened. 
He did not Hop here ; for his curiofity led him to 
a more particular acquaintance with the Lady, who 
told him all the paffagcs of their imaginary pQfl?fr 
fion. 
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A LETTER 

T O 

7%e Marquis DE CREQ.Ur. 

AFter having lived in the conftraint of Courts, 
I take up with the comfort of ending my 
days in the freedom of a Commonwealth, where 
if nothing is to be hoped for, thcre*s at leaft no- 
thing to be fear*d. It would be fcandalous for a 
young man not to enter the world, with a defign 
to make his fortune. But when we are upon the 
decline. Nature calls us back to our felves -, and 
the fentiments of Ambition yielding to the love of 
our Repofe, we find it a blefllng to live in a 
Country, where the Laws guard us againft the 
wills of men j and where, to be fecure of all, we 
need only be fecure of our felves. 

To this blefling we may add. That the Ma- 
giftrates have a great fway in their Offices for the 
intereft of the Publick ; but are litde diftinguifh'd 
in their Perfons, by private advantages •, fo that 
here are no odious Diftinftions ofFenfive to men 
of breeding ; no needlefs Dignides ; no cumberfom 
Greatnefs, which cramps Liberty, without enlarging 
one's Fortune. Here men in authority procure 
our Repofe, without expefting any acknowledg- 
ment, or even any refpeft for the fervices they 

do 

' M, di Stt Evremond wrote this tetter in the Tear I^^f, 
^tfier hi was gone back frem EngUnd $e BoUand. 
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do us. They are fevere in the execution of the 
orders of the State ; llifF in the management of 
the intereft of their Country with foreign Nations ; 
mild and tractable with their Fellow-burghers ; 
cafy with all forts of private Perfons. The bot- 
tom of equaity ftill remaiiiSy qotwitj^anding 
Power ; and therefore credit never makes a man 
infblent, and the Governors never bear hard on 
thofe that are governed. 

As for Taxes, they are indeed very fiF^at v but 
they are faiehfuUy lam out for tho puMick good, 
and leave every one the comfort of contributing 
oidy for himfelf. Therefore the love people have 
here for their Country is not to be wonder'd at, 
fince^ properly fpeaking, 'tis no more than Self- 
love. But I dwell too long oa the Government, 
without mentioning him who feems to have the 
greaceft fhare in it '• To do him juitice, nothing 
glials iiis Capacity but his Difiotereftednefs and 
Spirit 

Spiritual matters are managed with the like 
moderation. The diiference of Religion, which in 
other places raifes fo many commotions, does not» 
in the leaft, ruffle here the minds of people : every 
one feeks Heaven after his own way y and thofe 
who are thought to ga aftray, are more pitied 
than hated, and befpeak fronir others a pure Cha* 
rity, free from the indiicrecion of miftaken 21eaL 

As there is nothing perfe^l every way in this 
World, we find here fewer polite perfons than 
men fit for bufinefs ; and more good ienfe in the 
management of afifairs than delicacy in converfa* 
lion. The Ladies are very civil, and the Men are 
fp eafy as not to take it ill of one, if he prefers 
dieir Wives company to theirs. The latter are fo- 
ciable enough for an amufcment 5 but have not 

vivacity 
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vivacity enough to difturb a mtin's repofe. Not 
but fome of them are very lovely 5 but then therfc 
is nothing to be expedled from them ; which way 
he afcrib'd either to their difcrctidn, or to their 
natural coldnefi, which ferves tliem ififtead of vir- 
tue. Whatever may be the reafon of it, we find 
in Holland a certain refcrvednels generally eO^- 
blilh'd, and I knoW not what tradition of Qiaftky, 
^hich paflcs from Mother to Daughter, like an' 
Article of Faith. 

•Tis true, they do not find fault with the Gal- 
lantry of young Women, who arc honeftly allowed 
to ufe all innocent helps to g^t Husbands. Some 
Conclude the courfe of their Gallantry in a happy 
Marriage ; while others, more unfortunate, feed 
themfelves mth vain hopes of a condition, which 
is daily put off, and never comes. Thefc long 
amufements, however, ought not to be imputed 
TO any meditated defign of infidelity. A mah 
finds himfelf difgufted at long run ^ and a difguft 
for his Miftrefs breaks his rcfolutions of making 
'her his Wife : thus fearing to pafe for a deceiver, 
he has not courage enough to break off, at the 
lame tiihe, when he is not willing to come to a 
conclufion ; and fo what by the power of habit 
•and long acquaintance, what out of a foolifli vanity 
of being thought conftant, a man makes a fliifc 
to keep up languifliingly the miferable remains of 
a worn-out paflion. Some examples of this nature, 
have put very ferious refleftions into the heads 
of Ibme young Women, who ccMifider Marriage 
as an amorous Adventure, . and their natural con- 
dition as the true ftate in whidi they ought to 
continue. 

As for the Wives, when they have once 
given their Faith, they think they have no 
right to difpofe of themfelves, and feem to know 
nothing in the world, but barely their duty. They 

would 
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would make it a conlcience to allow chemfelves 
the liberty of afFe£tions which the diafteft Women 
referve to themfelves in other places, without any 
regard to their obligations or dependance. Here 
the leaft liberties pafs for Infidelity ; and Infidelity, 
which pafles for a genteel merit in agreeable Courts, 
is redcon'd the fouleft of all vices with this honeft 
Nadon, which is very wife as to the condud of its 
Government) but unexperienced as to refined Plea- 
fures, and a polite way of living. The Husbands 
reward the fidelity of their Wives, by a great (lib- 
jedion ; and if contrary to this receiv'd cuftom, a 
Man fhould afie£t to be lord and mailer in his own 
lioufe, the Wife wou'd be pitied by all her neigh- 
bours, as the mod unfortunate of her fex ; and the 
Husband exclaim'd againft: as a very iU-natur^d 
fellow. 

A wretched experience has given me judgment 
enough, at my own expence, to diilingui£ be- 
tween thefe things, and makes me regret that 
tinie wherein we receive more fatisfadtion from 
fenfe than knowledge. Sometimes I call to mind 
what I have been, to re-animate what I am at pre- 
ient ; and from this remembrance of my former 
fendments, is form'd a certain difpofidon to ten* 
demeis, or at leaft a removal from indolence. 
A happy tyranny that of our Pafllons, which make 
up all the pleafures of our lives ! An irkfome 
empire that of Reaibn, if it robs us of all our a- 
greeable thoughts, and keeps us in an unprofitable 
idlenefs, inftead of eftablifhing a true repofe ! 

I will not trouble you with a long account of 
the Hague : 'tis enough to tell you, that Travel- 
lers are charm'd with it, after they have feen the 
magnificence of Paris, and the rarides of Italy. 
On one fide you fee a Walk to the Sea, worthy 
of the grandeur of the old Romans : on the other 
you enter a Wood, which is the moft agreeable 

2 one 
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one that ever I beheld in my life. In the very 
fame place you fee Houfes enough to make a 
great City,' and 'rows "of Trees fiifficierit to make 
a delicious Solitude. At certain private hours, you 
find here all the innocent pleafures that the Countnr 
affords ; at that of publick meeting, all the buly 
chat and noife, which the mod populous Cities are 
able to furnifli. Their Houfes are more free than 
in France, at the appointed times for receiving 
Company ; but ipore referved than in Italy, when 
too exadt a regularity obliges ftrangers to with- 
draw, and reduces the family to a dofe way of 
living. We now and then go to make our txn^t 
to the young Prince', who will have reafon to 
complain of me, for telling you only, that a per- 
fon of his Age and Quality was never mafter of fo 
much good fenfe and judgment. To fay all, I muft 
tell you things that would not be believ'd ; and by a 
fecret impulfe of felf-love, I chufe rather to pals 
Over in filencc what I know, than not to be be- 
lieved in acqusundng you with what you know 
not. 

5 I*f Princi of Orange {aftitjuards Kh^ WUlum III.) tvio 
was thin bui 14 Ytars of Age. 
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TH E I DE A 

OF A WOMAN 

That never was^ nor will ever be found. 



rr all the beautiful Perfons I ever faw, if fomc 
things were to be admired, there were ochei^ 
not to be toudi*d upon, or fuch as were to be dif- 
guis*d with much artifice ; for to fpeak the truth, 
it is hard to commend all, and be fincere. I am 
obliged to E M I L I A for leaving me purely in my 
natural temper, equally indin'd to commend what's 
commendable, as to keep exaftly to the truth. 
As Ihe does not ftarid in need of favour or kind- 
nefs, I have no occafion either to conceal orflafc- 
ten . To her it is owing, that I can now praife 
without compkifance ; from her it proceeds, that 
the moft prying obfervers lofe that malicious ni- 
cety, which is only employ*d in fceking out faults ; 
and as (he infpires them with other thoughts, they 
pals with fatisfaftion from their ufual cenfures, to 
their real approbations. . 

It is certain that the generality of Women are 
more indebted to our flattery, than to their own 
merits, for the Praifes they receive from us. But 
Emilia is obliged only to her felf, for the juftice 
which is done her ; and fecure that flie deferves 
praife, 'tis her fole intereft that men fhould not 
conceal it. 

And indeed, if her enemies fpeak of her, it is 
not in their power to Wtray their confcience, and 

^ they 



they cQiifels with as much truth as reludiance, the 
sidvantages >^hich th^y are oblig*d to acknowledgd 
in her : if her friends enlarge themfelves ^ipon her 
commendations, ic is not poflible for them to add 
anything to the merit wl^ich affeiSiS theriri; Thus 
the former are forc'd to fubmit tp truths whert 
they would follow the dift^tes; of their malice ; 
and the others, with all their friendfhip, are bu| 
barely juft to her; nor is it in their power to hi 
either ofliciOus or partial. She therefore expedte 
nothing from ^ffe&xon, a^ flie fears nqthing froiti 
fpleen, in the judgment^ that are made pf her. 
But fince every one is free to conce^ his opinions^ 
E M I j> I A may have rea(bn to fear the malice of 
Silence, the only prejudice that Rivals and Enemies 
can do her. But let us come frqm generals, to % 
more particular Defcription of her Perfori. 

Ail her Features are regular, which but reldonl 
happens : all her Features are regular and agreea- 
ble^ which is fcarce ever feen *, for it feem$, that 
the caprice of n^yture produces agreeablenef^ fronl 
irregularity, and that complete Beauties, who havd 
always {bmething to make them be admired, havd 
rarely the feerct to pleafe. Emilia has fpark- 
Jing Eyes, her Complexion is delicate and fmoothi 
with the bell mixture of red and white that cad 
be imagined. Whitenefi of Teethe and Veroii^ 
lion of Lips, are expreflions too general for a fe- 
cret and particular Charm, which I cahnot defcrlbe.: 
Were it not for her, that fine turn of the lowei' 
part of the face, wherein jthe Antients placed beau-^, 
ty, would be found no whei*e but in the idea of 
fonte Painter, or in the defcriptions which anti^ 
quity hath left us : and to animate all this^ yoii 
fee in her looks a lively frefhneis, a ^ealthful clestr 
Complexion ; and fuch a plumpnefs a^ does not 
make us apprehend her growing fatten 

Vol I. O tUt 



iio T H E W d it K S OF 

• Her Shape is of a juft fize, well proportion'd, ' 
and eafy : as far from conllraint, a^ from that 
afFefted negligence, which makes a Woman's body 
look disjointed from the hips, and fpoils a good 
carriage. Add to thefe, a noble Air, a grave but 
natural Afpefl:, neither formal, nor wild. Her 
laughter, Ipeech, and aftions, are all agreeable and 
decent. 
J Her Wit is extenfive, without being vaft ; ne- 
ver lofing it felf fo far in general thoughts, as 
not to be aUe to return eafily to particular confi- 
derations. Nothing efcapes her penetration ; her 
difcernment leaves nothing unknown : and I can't 
fay, whether fhe be more ready at unfolding a 
myftery, or at making a found judgment upon 
things that appear. She can keep counfel, with- 
out being myfterious ; knowing equally when to 
fpeak, and when to be filent. In her ordinary Con- 
vcrfatjon, Ihe fays nothing with ftudy, and nothing 
at a venture ; the leaft matters difcover attention, 
and there appears nothing ftrain'd in the moft fe- 
rious ; her livelieft Difcourfes are exad, and her 
moft natural Thoughts expreft with a delicate turn. 
But (he defpifes thofe lueky hits that fall from die 
mind without choice, and without judgment; which 
a^ they are generally admired, fo, for the moft 
part, they liiake thofe little efteem'd that ipeak 
them. 

In all her Perfon, you fee Ibmething great and 
noble, which proceeds from a fecret relation be- 
tween the air of the Face, the qualities of the Mind, 
and thofe of the Soul. 

If ftie followed her natural inclination, fhe would 
be too magnificent ; but a juft confideration of 
her affairs refbains her, and fhe chufeth rather to 
cx)nfine the generofity of her humour, than to fall 
into a condition, where fhe muft ftand in need 
^ that of others i eqiially refolvcd not to be be- 
holden 
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holden to thofe about her, as ready to ferve 
Strangers, and warm for the intereft of her Friends. 
Not that thefe confiderations make her quit fo 
noble an Inclination ; Ihe only regulates it in the 
management of her fortune: her natural temper, 
and her reafon, making her difinterefted, but not 
Negligent. 

Her good fenfe and dexterity, fufficicntly appear 
in her management of affairs, where (he engages 
freely, provided fhe finds a prbfpedt of any folid 
advantage either for her felf, or her friends. But 
flie hates to aft merely out of a fpirit of reftlet 
nefi 5 being equally averfe to bufy impertinent ftir- 
ring, and to an unaftive lazinefe, which vainly af- 
fedts the name of Tranquillity, to cover a real 
Carelefiiels. 

After having defcribed fo many fine qualities, 'tis 
time to fee what impreflions they make upon our 
Soul, and what pafles in her own. She has fomc- 
what majeftical, that commands our Refpeft ; fome^ 
what Iweet and obliging, that wins our Inclina- 
tion. She attrafts and retains us^ and we always 
approach her with defires that we dare not to ex- 
prels. 

To confider her within, I don't believe her un- 
capable of the fentimenta Ihe gives : but as (he 
has no lefs a command over her felf, than over 
you, (he matters in her own heart by reafon, what 
refpeft conftrains in yours. Nature is fo feeble in 
Ibme Souls, that they have not the power to form 
any defires ; fo, boifterous in others, that it pro- 
duces tran(ports and pa(fions : exaft in £ m i l i a, 
it has made the heart fenfible, which ought to be 
fo •, and has given to reafon, which ought to com- 
mand, an abfolute empire over her motions. Hap- 
py (he, that complies with the tenderne(s of hef 
Sendments, without interefling the delicacy of her 
Choice, or that of her Conduft : happy, who in a 
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Correfpondence eftablilh'd for the comfort of life, 
contents her felf with the approbation of the bet- 
ter fort, and her own fatisfaOTon ; who fears not 
the murmurs of the Envious, that are jealous of all 
Pleafures, and malicious againft all Virtues. 

We know by an infinite number of repeated 
examples, that the Mind is blinded by Paflion j 
and that Love can never be truly faid to have efta- 
blilh'd his power, till he has ruirfd that of our 
Reafon : but our admiration of E m i l i a increafes, 
as our knowledge becomes more refin'd ; and diac 
Paflion, which always appear*d a mark of foUy, 
is here the trueft effeft of our judgment. 

The great enemies of Em i l i a, are only thoie 
who have a falfe knowledge of things ; and her 
friends are all fuch as know how to judge with 
Difcretion. Every Man has more or lels afiedUon 
for her, according as he has more or lefi nicety ; 
and he that can difcbver every day Ibme new 
Charms in her, to make him be the more m love 
with her, is fatisfy'd that he improves in his judg- 
ment. Some Perfons have no occafton for fo long 
an inquiry, and for fo flow a ftudy. At the firft 
fight they are touched with her merit, without the 
knowledge of it ; and feel fecret motions of efteem 
as well as inclination for her. Scarce has ftie ut- 
ter'd fix words, but they find her the mo ft rea- 
fonable perfon in the world : no body ever appeared 
to them fo civil, nor fo chafte ; and yet diey know 
nothing of her behaviour and condu6t They 
frame, as it were, by inftinft^ tht moft advanta- 
geous thoughts of her Virtue ; and when their Rea- 
fon is afterwards confulted, inftead df condemmng 
the furprize, it does but approve fuch happy ai» 
juft prepofieflions. 

Amongfl: the advantages of Emilia, one of 
the greateft, in my opinion, is to be always the 
fame, and always pleafing: for we find, that the 

gayeft 
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gayeft Humour doth, at length, become tirefom ; 
the mpft fertile Imagination is at laft exhaufted, 
an/d makes you languifli with it ; the mod ani- 
mated Vivacity, eith^ difgufts or wearies you. 
This is the reafon why Women fometimes ftand 
in need of fome caprices to afFeft us ; or elfe are 
oW^d to relieve their converfation by fome di- 
verfions, to revive us. She whom I defcribe, pleafes 
by her felf alone, and at all times ; an eternal 
evennefe never affords us a quarter of an hour's 
-diftafte. We are glad if we can find with others, 
one agreeable hour ; we ihould complain to pals 
one tedious minute with her. Vifit her ia any 
. coodition, upon any occafion, you go to a certain 
Pleafure, and to an affur'd Satisfadtion. Here is 
not an Imagination that at firft furprizes, and foon 
after tires you. Her ferious moments do not make 
you purchafe a foUd Converfation at the lofs of 
Gaiety : her Reafon pleafes, and her Judgment is 
agreeable. 

ril conclude by a rqualit^^ which ought to be 
confider'd before allthexeft. She is Devout, with- 
out Superftition, and without Melancholy ; far re- 
mote from that infirmity, which fancies Miracles 
wrought in every thing, and at every turn is 
ihtpxicated with fupediatur^l nonienfe ; averfe to 
thofe folitary humours, which infenfibly diffufc in 
the mind a hatred of the World,, and an anti- 
pathy to Pleafure. 

She is not of opinipn, that we ought to retire 
from human Society, to feek God in the horrors 
of folitude : *lhe dodi not believe, that to difen- 
gag'e one*s felf from a civil Life, and to break off 
the deareft and mpft reaibnable Commerce, is to 
be united to God, but rather to be tied to one's 
felf, and fooliihly to purfue one's own Imagina- 
tion, She hopes, to find God amongft Men, where 
his'Goodnefe is moft aftive, and his Providence 

O 3 appears 
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appears to be more worthily employ'd ; and there 
Ihe endeavours, by his afliftance, to enlighten her 
Reafon, to perfeft her Manners, to regulate her 
Condu6t, both as to the care of Salvadon, and 
the duties of Life. 

Thus I have given you the Defcription of a Wih 
man that is not to be founds if 'tis poffible for one 
to make the Defcription of a thing that is not ; 
'tis rather the idea of an accomplijhed Per/on. I 
would not look for it amongft the Men^ becaufc 
there is always wanting in their converfetion, fome- 
thing of that fweetnefs which we meet in that of 
Women : and I thought it lels impoflible to find 
in a Woman the ftron^eft and foundeft Reaibn of 
Men, than in a Man thofe Charms and Endear- 
ments that are fo natural to Women, 
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A L E T T E R 

T O 

THE COUNT DE LlONNE'i 

SIR, 

IF I could difchai^e all the obligations you have 
laid on me, by thanks, I would moft humbly 
return you a thoufand ; but fince the leaft of the 
pains you have taken for me, is worth more than 
all the compliments in the world, I would have 

you 

» F/V/f Maftir of thi Horfe of the King's Great $t4hle» and 
Nephew to the ^arqais de Lionne^ Minifier and Secretary ef 
State.' 
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you to quit fcores with your felf, by the pleafure 
which a Man of honour^ finds in obliging others. 
You'll fay, perhaps, I am ungrateful : if I am, 'tis 
not, at leaft, after the ordinary rate ; and knowing, 
as I do, the delicacy of your tafte, I believe I 
fliall pleafe you more by a refin'd Ingratitude, than 
by too common a Gratitude. If, by misfortune, 
this way of dealing fhould not pleafe you, juftify 
me your felf; and by what you have done for 
me, judge of my grateful fenfe, which, indeed, is; 
fuch as it ought to be. Whatever be the fuccefe 
of your endeavours, I (hall always be infinitely 
oblig'd to you ; and the good intentions of thofe 
who would do me fervice, are ever very agreeable 
and acceptable to me, altho they prove not fuc- 
cefsful. 

As for the Papers you mention, they are en- 
tirely at your difpofal ;* for nothing, belongs to 
us with more Right, than what we get by our 
Induftry. Your dexterity in making this theft, de- 
fer v'd a better recompence, by makbg you light 
on fomething more curious. 'Tis impoflible to tell 
me more ingenioufly than you do, that E m i l i a i 
is not much liked by the Ladies of Paris. To 
fpeak the truth, fhe's fomewhat Dutch-built : her 
Plumpncfs enclines me to think that fhe drinks 
foggy beer ; and her Devotion, that fhe carries 
her Bible under her arm every Sunday. I beg of 
you not to give any body a copy of the little Pieces 
I fend you, except the Letter which the Prince 
DE TuRENNE has ask'd of you, in order to 
ferve me, and which you had done well to have 
given him before now. I have made fome addi- 
tions to the Differ tation on Mr. R a ci n e's Alex- 
ander^ which make it appear to me more tole- 

.0 4' rablc 

». 

* See the foreeoing i<j^4 p/ a Wman tbfit nevi/ loas, i^'p 
€Ver will ti finna. ^ '^ , . 
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rable than when you Taw it. If the Ear! 6f S t. 
Albans defireS to fee what's in your hands, you 
may gratify his airiofity ; for I have not one 
thought, that I would not trail him with. 

I Ihould extremely rejdice to fee the Marquis 
D E C OE u V R E s's Son ihai'ried with the Daughter 
of the Marquis de Lionne, Minifter of State, 
having always been a very humble Servant of 
both the Fathers. But when I conflder that I faw 
the Marquis deCoeuvues married ; and his Son, 
with his Bib, come to the Bifhop of La on S 
whom he call- d Papa^ to bid him Good Morrow % 
I make a melancholy refle(£Hon on tnjr itge ; and 
lifting up my eyes to Heaven, with a Ihrug of 
the fhoulders, I ling, thp' 'hot fo agreeably s|6 

NOBX-ET, 

Mais belas ! quand l^Age nous glacey 
. A^i beaux jours ne reviennetit jamais. 

But oh ! when Age benurtis our Veih^ 
No longer iprightly Joy remains. 

The report goes here, as well as at Paris, that 
the Peace is made with Porttigal* : but diis news 
comes from Madrid ; and the Pbrtuguefe Ambaf£i- 
dor^, with whom I play at Hombre every day, 
has no manner of account of it from Lisbon, 
Upon the credit that is given to this piece of 
news, he complains that Portugal is reckoned 'for 
nothing •, and this is his reafoning : PeopUy feys 
he, [believe the Peace is made^ becaufe they know 
Spain offers us every thing \ but who knows whether 

we 

' jifitrmards CarMnal d^BpUs. 
^ 4 WiJbmUtfay in Eifgltfi, iUk his UeiEng : ha thai €Mjfm 
U, not ujed in Frana, 

I It was eoncktded the x^tb tf nhtuirjt UtB. 

? ^.Irsf^V^Ai^^. ^ — 
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V)e will accept y even this offer ? I doubt , whatever 
comes from the CaJtilianSj dnd will believe nothings 
till I have advice from Lisbon. He has difpatched 
an exprefs thither about it, and concerning his bu- 
fincfs in this Country. The Eleftor of Cologne is 
tncoffiito at Amfterdam ; and die Prince of Tut 
cany ^11 arrive there in few days. The Prince of 
Strafburgh is at the Hague, giving k out, that 
there will be a Peace ; but few will give credit to 
him ; upon a firm belief, that before the Spa- 
niards ane come to a fwU refoludon to treat, the 
Armies will be in the field. Do not envy them 
the honour of lofing patiendy : they let us gain 
what we will ; for by their familiarity with misfor- 
tunes, ^they do not ftir much to prevent thcfm. 

This is all yoa fliall have df me at prefent. 
Wha[t you ask of me, out of civility, to Ihew, 
i fuppofe, that y6u remember my trifles at the 
Hague, is in fuch ill order, and fo ill written, 
*hat you could not fo much as read it ; and, be- 
'fides, I h^e good ^breeding enough to fave you 
'the tirefomnefs it would give you. There are. 
Indeed, fome things which I like well enough ; 
but then there . are many others to be left out. 
If you defire to have the Obfervatiofts I have made 
on fome Latin Hiftorians, I will fend them to 
you. 

•I intreat you to return my hearty thanks to 
M**^. What cfteem foever you may have for 
him, you would value him ftill more, if you knew 
him as well as I do. Farewel, Sir j I am by na- 
ture fo grateful, that I cannot, either by defign 
or ftudy, become an ingrate ; and whatever was 
my refolution, at the beginning of this Letter, I 
•cannot end it, Without affuring you, I ftiall, as 
long as I live, remember the obligations you have 
laid on me. I wilh it may be a long time 

I But 
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But oh ! when Age benums our veins j 
No longer fprightl'j Joy remains. 

If you did not value your felf more upon having 
arms and legs to be broken in the war, than on 
writing, I Ihould tell you, your Letter is as finely 
writ as it can be* 



TO THE SAME. 



SIR, 

IF you do me the honour to write to me, 
pray let us leave out this sir, and all other 
ceremony that cramps the freedom of a commerce 
by Letters. I muft defire you, in the next place, 
not to jeer nie as you do, by the exceflive com- 
mendations you bellow on trifles. They were the 
refult of idlenels ; on which I fet no odier value, 
than with .relation to the amufement they afford 
me, during fome very tedious and melancholy 
hours. I wifli they may prove likewife an amufe- 
ment to you : and, fuch as they are, Pll not fail 
fending you, by the next poll, the Obfervations on 
S A L L us T and Ta c i t u s, which I mentioned to 
you. The firft afcribes all to the natural Conftitu- 
tion. With him all events are the effefts of mens 
Tempers ; wherefore 'tis his chiefeft care to give 
us a true knowledge of men, by the admirable 
Chara6lers he has left us. The other, turns all 
into Politicks, and makes a myftery of every thing, 
afcribing all to craft and addrefs, and little or no- 
thing to a man's Conftitution. I then confider how 
difficult it is, to find in the fame Perfon, a perfeft 
knowledge of men, and a profound ikill in bufineis ; 
and in eight or ten lines I fliew, that Mpnfieur 
^ DB 
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DE LioNNE, the Minifter, has reconciled two 
qualifications, generally divided, which are found 
in him in the higheft perfeftion. It is fo exceC- 
five cold, that for an Empire I would not write 
a fheet of paper. PU fend you alfo the Differta-- 
tion on Alexander, in my opinion, much 
more tolerable than as you have it. This is all 
I can do, in return for all your favours. 

I am very much oblig'd to you for fending me 
Monfieur C o r n e i l l e's Tranflarion of the little 
Latin Poem on the King's Conquefts. I fhould 
highly commend the Latin, were I not in confci- 
ence bound to commend the French more '. Our 
Language is more majeftick than the Latin, and the 
Verfes more harmonious, if I may ufe that expreC: 
fion. But 'tis no wonder, that he who has added 
ilrength and majefty to L u c a n's thoughts, fhould 
have the fame advantage over a modern Latin 
Author. However, I admire more what Cor- 
N E I L L e has done himfelf on the King's Return, 
than his Tranflation, as admirable as it is. I never 
Taw any thing finer. If we had a Poem of that 
ftrength, I fhould not much value the Homers, 
the Vi R G I L s, and the Ta s s o s. I account it one 
of the King's profperities, the having a perfon, who 
can io worthily fpeak of his great Aftions. 

I defire you to aflTure Monfieur d e L i o n n e 
of my moft humble refpefts. I doubt not but he 
will be fo kind, as to employ his good Offices in 
my favour, when occafion offers 5 and I exped from 
you a difcreet and well tim'd foUicitation, not to 
importune him, but now and then, to put him in 
mind of the Affair of your mofl humble and mofl 
obedient fervant. 

Monfieur 

* Father la Rue is the Author of that Latin Poem, en the 
Xing*s yUlories in 1667 } and the famous Peter Corneille of the 
French tranflation of it. 
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Monfieur Va n Benninghen goes Ambafla- 
dor extraordinary to France ' ; and 'twould be ve^ 
ry well for me, if I could return with him. 

TO THE SAME. 

I SHOULD have great excufes to make to 
you, for not fending what I promised, if it was 
worth it : but I am ingenious in delaying your beii^ 
tir'd by my trifles ; wherein I give you a nice proof 
of my friendfhip. However, I Ihall overlook your 
intereft and mine ; by tranfmitting to you the Pie- 
ces that are now tranfcribing. I addrds one of them 
to Monfieur V o s s i u s, my literary friend, and 
with whom there's more to be fcarif d, than with 
any man I ever faw in my life, fil tell you, in 
the mean time, that I write to Men of the Sword 
and Courtiers, as a Wit and a Scholar •, and that I 
converfe with the Learned, as a Man that has been a 
Soldier, and feen the World. 

As to the frank Acknowledgment of my Fault, 
which you mention, I fhould not have faiPd to make 
it ; if I had dcfign'd to ftiew what you ftole from 
me. No body knows better than you, how far that 
was from my thoughts. You will oblige me, by 
letting me know, whether I may entertain any 
hopes of returning to France, or muft refolve to 
pafe the remainder of my days in foreign Coun- 
tries ? Hope is the fource, or at leaft one of the 
firft caufes of uneafinefe -, and uneafinefe is tolerable 
in Love only, where 'tis even pleafurable : for you 
know the fong. 

Pains of Love are fweeterfar 
Than all other pleafures are : 

every 

* He wem thither towards the end efTehruary^ HiZm 
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every where elfe difquiet is a great torment. We 
have not here Corne^llb's j4Ma : you*ll oblige 
me to fend it me, with fome of M o l i b r e's 
Plays, if there be any new ones : for the works of 
thofe tWo Writers, are the only objeds of my cu- 
riofity. The Antients taught Corn£ill£ to 
think well ; and he thinks better than they* The 
other learnt from them the art of making, in Co- 
medy, excellent draughts of the Men and Manners 
of his Age ; which had not before been feen on our 
Stage, I am infenfibly become learned in your com* 
pany : I am juft now going to receive a Vifit from 
Monfieur Vo s s i u s, to whom I (hall talk of the 
War in Flanders, Farewel, Sir, I firft banifh*d a 
tedious ceremony ; I defire you not to take it ill, 
. I forgot to defire you to aflure Count d e G r a m* 
MONT, that I am overjoyed to fee him the Protec- 
tor of the Houfc of Gram mo n t '. 
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YO U are none of thofe who endeavour more td 
fatisfy themfelves, as to the honefty of theif 
condud towards their Friends, than to bring their 
AfFah-s to a good ifliie. Your firft care of mine laid 
obligations enough on me : but your perfeverance, 
and all the induftrious pains you take, give me a 
fort of fhame ; and I Ihould not eaQly fuffer thexj^ 
if I did not think they may put me in a condition 
to come and fhew you my gratitude. You know 
nothing is equal to the tendernefs of a man in dif^ 

grace i 

* The Cotmt ie Gmche having been d long time in exile, at lafi 
•btain^d leave ta return to France, by Count de Grammont's inte- 
refl. The pleafantry of M. de St. Evremond's exfrejfton^ runs on 
Count de Grammont*s performingy what the Marefchal his bro* 
ther had feveral times unfuecefsfuUy attempted. 
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grace: I am naturally pretty fenfible of the favours 
done me ; judge what ill fortune adds to this good 
diipofition. Of the temper ^ and in the condition 
I am, I give my felf over to the impreffion your ge- 
nerofity has made on me ; and 'tis my mod: foft and 
tender Pleafure to be toudi'd by it : but fomedmes 
ungrateful reflexions would biais my Judgment ; 
and it comes into my head to examine coolly the 
obligations I have to you, I fwear to you, in good 
camcft, that after having confider*d all you do for 
me, I wonder how an acquaintance, which came 
about by chance, could produce fuch eager concern 
in you, for the Intereft of a new Friend. 

It feems as if, by a fecret juftice, the Relations of 
Monfleur d £ L i o n n e would acknowledge the 
great efteem and veneration I always had for him. 
The Marquis de Leissens Lionne, on his 
return from Holland, made my bufineis his own : 
but ^our warmth in it (till furpailes his. I hope you 
will infpire the Marquis d e * * * with a oilpoli- 
tion to favour me ; and that at laft, his Father's 
good offices will have the good effeft you have pre- 
pared. You can't imagine how fenfibly I am af^ 
fefted with the new favour the Marquis d e * * * 
has received ; which is owing to the great fervicea 
of the Father, and the great hopes that are juftly 
entertained of the Son 5 I mean the hopes of the 
fervices that are expefted from him ; for as to 
his merit, it is already grown to perfc6tion, and 
there's no need of expefting any thing farther on 
that fide. 

I had fcarce leifure to call my eyes on Andro^ 
mache '^ and Anila • ; however, by the curfory 
view I had of them, it appears to me that Andra^ 
mache has in it fomething very fine, and that 'tis 

buC 



* A Tragidy, hy Racttu. 
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but one degree removed from the Great. Thofc 
who fhall not go to the bottom will admire it ; but 
chofe who are looking for perfefl: Beauties, will 
mils fomediing in it, that fhall hinder them from 
being fully fatisfied* You have reafon to fay, that 
that Piece has lofl much by the death of M o n t- 
ip L E u a Y : for it wants great Tragedians, to make 
up its defedb by A6Hon. But, take it all to- 
gether, it is a fine piece, and very much above the 
Indifferent, tho fomewhat below the Great. Attilti, 
on the contrary, mufl have got fomething by the 
death of Montfleury : for a great Trage- 
dian, (as he -was) would have ftrain'd too high a 
part, which is full enough of it felf ; and his fero- 
city would have niade too great an imprelfion on 
tender fouk. - Not but that Tragedy had been id- 
mired in the time of Sophocles and Euripi- 
des, when fierce and bloody reprefentations were 
more relifh'd, than the foft and tenden All the 
Thoughts are jufl ; and I found fome excellent 
Verfes in it As* for the Fable, or Plot of thofc 
two Pieces, I had hot time to make the leaft reflec- 
tion upon it. 

I wifh, with all my heart, that Corkieille 
may handle the lubjeft of Hannibal; and if 
he can brbg into his piece the Conference he had 
with SciPio before the Battle, I fancy he will 
make them fpeak like the greatefl men in the 
world, as they were indeed. I fend you herewith 
the Obfervations on S a l l u s t, which I mentiorfd 
before ; and I will fhordy fend you the Dijfertation 
upon Alexander, both indifferently tranfcrib'd 
As for the Charafters, they are fo interwoven with 
the Converfation with Monjieur de Candale, 
that they^ are infeparable from it, and I cannot yet 
fend that piece. Farewel : love me always ; and 
believe I am yours, more than any body's clfe. 
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I know not whether Monfieur d b L i o n n £ will 
be thought to be as polite, as nice, and as mudi a 
man of pleafurc as he is, Wheil thefe qualities 
produce nothing but a foft Idleness, they fuit but 
ill with a Minift^r of State ; but when a profound 
Scatefman, confutntnate in Bu0nefs» can fo mafter 
them, as to put himfelf above (h^nl, and procqre 
to himfelf befides, fome agreeable, and even volup- 
tuous Leifure, his merit, in my opinion, reaches the 
higheft degree of perfisftioa 

OBSERVATIONS 

ON 

SALLUST AND TACITUS. 

' w « 

To Moiificur V o a s I u s '• 

3r O N C E intended to have made an exad Cri- 
L ticifmapon Sallust and Tacitus ; but 
eing infonn^d fince, that others had done k before 
me ; that I might neither wholly purfue, nor loie 
my defigo, I hare tieduc'd my thoughts to pne fin^ 
gle Obfervaddn, which I here fend you. 

In my ^opinion, the Istt^r turns every thing into 
Policy ; with him Nature and Fortune have very 
little CO do in the management of Afiairs i and I 

am 



' Ifaac VoJpHh aftinoards Canon efWinifor^ Son u thffanMt 
tt^n Girard Voffiusi .— - 
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am miftaken, if he does not often affign caufes too 
far-fetch*d for fome aftions, which are altogether 
fimple, ordinary, and natural. 

When Augustus would fet bounds to the 
Empire, it is, in his conceit, outof a jealous appre- 
henfion, left another ftiould have the glory of ex- 
tending it. The fame Emperor, if yoq will believe 
him, to be fecure beforehand that the Roman Peo- 
ple will lament his death, artfully confults for the 
advantage of his memory, by the choice of his 
Succeflbr ". 

The dangerous temper of Tiberius, and his 
diflimulation, are known to all the world: but 
t^hoever afcribes to that Prince a craftinefs in every 
thing, is not fufficiently acquainted with the temper 
of Man. Nature is nev^r fo much ihackled, but 
that (he preferves as great a command over our ac- 
tions, as we can pretend to have over her mo- 
tions. Something of one's Temper, always enters 
into the beft form'd defigns : and it is not credible^ 
that Tiberius, who was for fo many years fub- 
jeft either to the will of S e j a n u s, or to his owa 
infamous Pleafures, could in that weaknels and dit 
orderly life, aft by fo refined and myfterious a Sys- 
tem of Politicks. 

The poifoning of Britannicus caufes not 
fo much horror as it fhould, by reafon of Ta c i- 
Tus*s care to make us obferve the behaviour of 
the fpeftators : fo long as the Reader is taken up in 
confidering the different motions they are in, the in- 
difcreet fears of fome, the profound refledions 
of others, Nero's diflembled coldnefi, and the 
fccret apprehenfions of A o r i p p i n a, his mind is 
diverted from the blacknefs of the aftion, and from 
the fad image of this Death : thus the Parricide 

Vol. I. P efgapes 

* See the Hefleftions on the diSgrent Gcoitts of thi Roman 
. tcoplc, C*<i/, XVI. fag. 119, 
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efcapes his hatred, and the unhappy dying perfcm 
mifl^s his pity« 

The Cruelty of the fame Nero, in his Mo- 
ther's death, has too refin'd a condu<5l:. Altho 
AoRiPPiNA had peri(h*d by a Court-intrigue fo 
well manac'd, yet he ought, at leaft, to have fup- 
prcls'd half the art : for, by that means, the crime 
finds lefs averfion in our minds ; and, if I may (peak 
it, gains upon the judgment of the Readers, when 
fo much addreis and dexterity are put iti the m<h 
nagement of it. 

T A c I T u s, in moft places, gives us pictures too 
finifh'd, where nothing of Art, indeed, is wanting j 
but he feldom confults Nature, or paints after the 
life. Nothing is finer than what he reprefents •, but, 
frequcndy, they are things that ought npt to be 
reprefented. Sometimes he overfhoots the point, 
•by too great a depth and penetration : fometime^ 
by his too nice fpeculations, he robs us of the true 
obje£te, to leave us pleafing ideas in their room. 
What may be faid in his favour, is, that perhaps he 
has oblig'd us more than he had done, had 1^ re- 
lated nothing but gr<^ trivial things^ that were 
not worth our knowing, and the truth of wMch 
had been of no importance. 

S A L L u s T, who was of an oppofite genius, a- 
Icribes as much to Nature, as Ta c i t u s does to 
Policy. The greateft care of the former, is to 
ihew us the Genius of Men, and afterwards Affairs 
come on naturally, by the Actions of thofe per- 
fons whom he hath defcrib'd, which are never far- 
fetched. If you confider with attention the Charac- 
ter of Catiline, you will neither wonder at 
that execrable deiign he engaged in, to oppre& the 
Senate; nor at that vaft projed he fell upon, to 
Nfiaake himfelf mjdler (rf the Republick, withoy^ the 
alMahc^ of the Legions, When you refled on 
iu& pliahtneis, his infinuations, his admirable talent 

of 
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of bringing others to be of his mind, and uniting 
fadtious perfons to himfelf ; when you confider that 
lb much Diflimulation was fupported by fo much 
Ipirit and refolution, when there was a neceflity for 
aftion : you will not be furprized, that at the head 
of all the ambitious and corrupted men, he was fo 
near overturning the Commonwealth of Rome, and 
ruining his Country. But S a l l u s t doth not con-^ 
tent himfelf with defcribing men in their charaftcrs ; 
he makes them defcrib€ themfelves to us in Speeches, 
where you always fee Nature copied to the life. 
Cesar, in his Oration, plainly enough gives us to 
underftand, that the Confpiracy did not difpleafe 
him. Under the zeal which he pretends for the 
prefervation of the Laws, and the dignity of the 
Senate, he lets us fee, he had a fecret inclination for 
the Conlpirators : he is not fo careful to conceal his 
opinion of a future ftate ; the Gods are lefs conli- 
der'd by him than the Confuls ; and, in his conceit. 
Death is nothing but the end of our torments, and 
the repofe of the miferable. Cato makes his 
own pidure, after Cesar has given us his. He 
fpeaks like an honeft well-meaning man, but with 
a morofe air : the aufterity of his Manners is infepa- 
rable from the integrity of his Life, he mixes the four- 
nefi of his Mind, and the roughnefs of his Temper, 
with the ufeful counfels he delivers. That fingle 
cxpreflion of Optimo Confuli^ which vex'd Cicero 
fo much, for not giving to his merit fo much as 
he thought was due to it, makes me fully compre- 
hend both the good intentions, and the vain hu- 
mour of that Conful. In fliort, by the various de- 
fcriptions of different Aftors, I not only reprefcnt 
to my felf the Perfons, but 1 feem to behold, all that 
pafe'd in the Confpiracy of Catiline. 

You may obferve the fame thing in the Hiftory 
ofJucuRTHA. The defcription of his cjualitics, 
arid his humour, prepares you to iee the invafion 
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of the Kingdom -, and three lines fhew his whole 
method of making war. You fee, in th e Character 
oFMetellus, with the reftoration of Difcipline,- 
a happy alteration in the Roman affiiirs. 

M A R I u s leads the army to Africk, with the 
fame fpirit with which he Ipoke at Rome. S y l- 
L A talks to B o c c H u s, with the fame Genius that 
appears in his Charaftcr, little tied to duty and re- 
gularity, and facrificing all to^his paflion of making 
friends to himfelf : dein parentes abunde babemus^ 
amicorum neque nobis ^ neque cuiquam omfnum fatis fmt. 
Thus S A L L u s T makes njen aft by their temper, 
and diinks he fufficiendy obliges his Reader, by de- 
fcribing diem weU. Every extraordinary perfon 
that is reprefented, is exaftly drawn, even when he 
has no confiderable part in the fubjeft. Such is the 
Charafter of Sempronia, which, in my Judg- 
ment, is inimitable ; nay, he goes out of his way 
to give us the pidlures of C a t o and Cesar, 
which are really fo fine, that I fliould prefer them 
to entire Hiftories. 

To conclude my Obfervation upon thefe two 
Authors, ambition, avarice, luxury, corruption ; 
in Ihort, all the general caufes of the diforders of 
the Republick, are very often alledgM by Sal- 
Lust. I know not whether he defcends enough 
to particular interefts and confiderations. One 
would think, that fubtie and refin'd Counfcls feem'd 
to him unworthy of the grandeur of the Repub- 
lick ; and that is the reafon perhaps, why he traces 
up few things to (peculation and defign ; and al- 
moft every thing to the paflions and genius of 
Men. 

In the Hiftory of Ta c i t u s, we fee more Vi- 
ces, more Wickednefs, and more Crimes by far; 
but ingenuity conduds, and dexterity manages ! 
them; 6very one fpeaks there always with defign ; 
nothing is ad:ed without preniedttauon i Cruelty is ; 

prudent. 



M. DE ST. EVRHMOND. ii^ 

prudent, and Violence difcreet. In a word, the 
Crimes with him are too delicate ; whence it comes 
to pafe, that perfons, even of the greateft integri- 
ty, come infenfibly to relifli the art of mifchief, 
which doth not wholly difcovcr it felf at firft, and 
that they learn to become wicked, before they arc- 
aware, while they imagine only to improve in (kill. 
But to leave S a l l u s t and Ta c i t u s in their 
different Charafters, I dare aSirm, that we but fel- 
dom meet together, a true knowledge of Men, and 
a profound intelligence of Things. 

Thofe that are brought up in Societies, that Ipeak 
in Aflemblies, learn the order, the forms, and all 
the matters that are debated in them. Palling from 
thence thro* Embaflies, they infl:ru<9: themfelves in 
foreign affairs, and there are few things but what 
they become capable of, by application and expe- 
rience. But when they come to fettle at Court, 
they are perplcx'd and aukward in their choice of 
Perfons, without any tafte of merit, ridiculous in 
their expences, and in their pleafures. 

Our Minifters in France are altogether free from 
thefe defeats ; I may affirm it of them all without 
flattery, and enlarge my felf upon Monfieur d e 
LiONNE, with whom I am better acquainted. 
•Tis in him, properly, that different talents are re- 
conciled ; 'tis m him we find a curious knowledge of 
the merits of men, and a eonfummate maftery of 
bufinefs. 

To Ipeak the truth, I have a daoufand times ad- 
mired, how a Minifter, who hath confounded all the 
Politicks of the Italians ; who hath diforder*d the 
fteddy Prudence of the Spaniards ; who hath enga- 
ged fo many Princes of Germany in our interefts j 
and made thofe who with fo much difficulty ftir for 
ihemfelves, to a6t for us, juft as we would have 
them : I have admir'd^ I fay, how a Man, ib dpx- 
trpus in Negocu^tions, fo well vcrs'd in affairs, could 

Pa have 
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have all the delicacy of our moft polite Courtiers 
in his converfarion and pleafures. One may lay of 
him, what S a l l u s t affirm'd of a great Pcrfon 
of antiquity, That his leifure is voluptuous : but 
that by a juft dilpenfation of his time, with his 
great facility in managing bufinefs, of which he has 
got the maftery, never was any aflair retarded by 
his Pleafures '• 

Amidft the diverfions of his leifure, amidft his 
moft important employments, he ftill dedicates 
fomc hours to polite Lemming, of which A t f i- 
cus himfelf, one of the greateft ornaments of An- 
tiquity, did not acquire a more curious ftock in the 
Iweetnels of his repofe, and the tranquillity of his 
ftudies. His knowledge is univerfal •, and Learning, 
which very often debauches Nature, doth but adorn 
his i it throws off, with him, whatever it had of ob- 
fcure, difficult, uncouth, and gives him entirely all 
its advantages, without corrupting the dearnels and 
politenefs of his mind. No man is better acquaint- 
ed with the Works of the Ingenious than he ; no 
man writes better : he knows equally how to judge, 
and how to compofe ; fo that I queftion whether wc 
ought to efteem more in him the foliditiy of his 
Judgment, or the brightnefs of his Genius. But 
K is time to leave his, and come to that of the 
Courtiers. 

As they are not only educated, but have their 
ordinary refidence near Princes, they make it their 
particular ftudy to know them well : there is not an 
mclination that is conceal'd from them, no averfion 
unknown, no weakneis which efcapes them. Hence 

refuJt 

^ Igitur Sulla g;enti5 patricis nobilis fait, familia prope {am 
extinda ma)orum ignavia litteris Graecis atque Latinis }uxu atque 
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refult thofe infinuations, complaifances, and all thofe 
curious meafurcs, which compofe the Art of win- 
ning the hearts, or, at leaft, of reconciling the 
"wills of others : but either thro* want of applica- 
tion, or becaufe they look upon thofe employments 
which inftruft a nian in Affairs, to be below them, 
they are equally ignorant of them all ; and their 
Agreeablenefs coming to fail with their age, they 
muft confequently lofe their confideration and cre- 
dit. Thus they grow old in the Cabinet, exposed 
to the raillery of the young men, who can't en- 
dure their cenforious humour ; with this difference, 
however, that thefe, for the moft part, aft agreea- 
bly to their temper, while the others cannot ab- 
ftain from thofe things that don't become them : 
^4 indeed, the moft accomplifli'd Perfgn, if he is 
Jiot in a poft to ferve others, will find it a hard 
matter to keep himfelf from being ridiculous in 
his old age. But it fares with them, as with our 
Ladies of Gallantry, who are ftill pleasM with the 
World, when that's no more pleas'd with them. 
If we were wife, our difguft would be govern'd by that 
which others have for us ; for when once we be- 
come unprofitable to the World, and can no longer 
fupport our felves by the merit of pleafing, 'tis 
high time to think of making a retreat. Gown-men, 
on the other fide, appear lefs genteel when they 
are young, by a falfe affeftation of the Court-air, 
which makes them fucceed in the City, tho it ren- 
ders them ridiculous at Court : but, at laft, the 
true knowledge of their intereft brings them back 
to their profeflion 5 and as they become confum- 
mate in bufinels, in time they arrive to confidera- 
ble ftations, where every body, in general, ftands; 
jn need of their affiftance. It is true, thoft Qour-t 
tiers who advance themfelves to honours by great 
Cipployoidnts, are of confunaniate alpilities; and 
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tiieir merit arrives to full perfe6bion, when to the 
nicety of the Court, they join the knowledge of 
Affairs, and experience in War. 
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The Grand Alexander, 

To Madam BOURlSiEAU, 

SINCE I have read the Grand Alexander ^ the 
old age of Corneille dpes not {o much 
alarm me ; and I am not fo apprehenfive that the 
writing of Tragedies will end with him. Howe- 
ver, I could wifh, that before his death he would 
adopt the Author of this Piece, and, like a tender 
father, give a right caft to the Judgment of one, 
who alone deferves to be his Succeflbr. I wifh that 
he would give him a good tafte of Antiquity, which 
^enjoys to fo much advantage ; that he would 
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make him enter into the Genius of thofe dead Na-. 
tions, and know judicioufly the Charadber of He- 
roes that are now no more. This is, in my opi- 
nion, the only thing which is wanting in fo great % 
Genius. Some of his Thoughts are ftrong and 
bold ; his Expreflions equal the force of his thoughts : 
but then you muft give me leave to fay, he is not 
acquainted with Alex a n d e r, or Po rus. By 
his performance one would think, that he had a 
mind to give the world a greater idea of P o r u s, 
than of Al e x a n d e r, in which it was not pof- 
fible for him to fucceed : for the Hiftory of A l e* 
X A N D E R, as true as it is, has much of the air of 
a Romance in it ; and for an Author to make a 
greater Hero than him, is to afFeft to deal in fic- 
tion, and rob his Work, not only of the credit of 
truth, but the agreeablenefe of probability. Let us 
not therefore imagine any thing greater than this 
Conqueror of the World, otherwife our imagina**^ 
tions will range too far, and foar too high. If we 
would give other Heroes an advantage over him, lec 
us take from them the Vices which he had, and 
give them the Virtues which he had not : let us not 
make Scipio greater, altho there never was 
amongft the Romans, a foul fo afpiring as his ; he 
fhould be made more juft, more difpos*d to do 
good, more moderate, more temperate, and more 
virtuous. 

Let not thofe that are moft partial to Cesar, 
againft Alexander, alkdge in his favour, ei- 
ther his paffion of Glory, greatnefs of Soul, or 
firmnefs of Refolution. Thefe Qualities are fo con- 
fpicuoufly fhining in the Grecian, that to have had 
them in a higher degree, would have been to have 
had them to excels; but let them make the Roman 
more wife in his undertakings, more dextrous in his 
affairs, one that better underftood his own interefts, 
and was more mailer of hijnfclf in his paffions. 

^' " A 
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A very nice Judge of the merits of Men, is con- 
tented to compare to Alexander, the man 
whom he thought worthy of the higheft chara&er : 
he durft not attribute to him greater qualities, but 
cook away from him the bad : magno iUi Alexandro^ 
fed Jbbrio neque iracundo Jimillimus '. 

Perhaps thefe confiderations influenced our Author 
in fome meafure : perhaps, to make P o r u s the 
greater man, without diving into fables, he thought 
it convenient to lefTen his A l e x a n d £ r. If that 
was his delign, 'tis impoflible for him to have 
executed it better \ for he has made him fo mode- 
rate a Prince, that a hundred others may be prefer- 
red to him, as well as Po r u s. Not but that H e- 
PHESTiON gives us a fine idea of him ; that Ta- 
xitus and Porus himfclf, fpeak advantage- 
oufly enough of his greatnefs : but when he appears 
himfelf, he has not force enough to fuffcain it ; un^- 
lefs, out of modefty, he has a mind to appear an 
ordinary Man amongli: the Indians, in a juft re- 
peiitance, for having been ambitious to pafs for a 
God amongft the Perfians. To Ipeak fcrioufly, I 
can here difcern nothing of A l e x a n d e r, but 
his bare name ; his Genius, his Humour, his Qualities, 
appear to me no where. I expeft to find in an im^ 
petuous Hero fuch extraordinary motions, as (hould 
excite my paflion ; but I find a Prince of fo little fpi- 
rit, that he makes no manner of impreffion upon me. 
I imagined to find in P o r u s, a greatnefs of foul, 
which would be fomewhat more furprizing to us ; 
an Indian Hero fhould have a different charafter 
from one of ours. Another Heaven, if I may fo 
fpeak, another Sun, and another Earth, produce 
other Animals, and other Fruits : the Men feem to 
be of another make, by the difference of their faces, 
and ftill more, if I dare fay fo, by a diftiwSbon of 

- Heafbn : 
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Reafon : both their Morals, and a Wifdom peculiar to 
their Climate, feem there to over-rule and guide ano- 
ther fort of Men in another World. P o r u s, hovre- 
ver, whom Quintus Curtius defcribcs aa 
utter ftranger to the Greeks and Perlians, is here 
purely French. Inftead of tranipordng us to the 
Indies, he is carried into France ; where he is ib 
well acquainted with our humour, that he feems to 
have been born, or at leaft to have pals'd the great- 
eft part of his life among us. 

They that undertake to rcprefent fome Hero of 
antient times, fhould enter into the Genius of the 
Nation to which he belonged, of the time in which 
he liv'd, and, particularly, into his own. A Writer 
ought to defcribe a King of Alia, otherwife than a 
Roman Conful : one fhould fpeak like an abfblute 
JMonarch, who difpofes of his Subje6ls as his Slaves « 
the other like a Magiftrate, who only puts the Laws 
ih execution, and makes their Authority refpedted 
by a free People. An old Roman fhould be de- 
fcrib'd furious for the publick good, and moved by 
a fierce fenfe of Liberty, different from a flatterer 
of T I B E R I u s's time, who knew nothing but in- 
tereft, and abandoned himfelf to the Slavery of the 
age. We fhould not make the fame Pefcription of 
Perfons of the fame condition and the fame time, 
when Hiftory gives us different charafters of them. 
It would be ridiculous to make the fame Defcription 
of C A T o and Cesar, Catiline and Cice- 
ro, Brutus and Mark Anthony, under 
pretence, that they liv*d at the fame timtf, in the 
fame Republick. The fpedator, who fees thefc 
Antients reprefented upon our Theatres, follows 
the fame Rules to judge exadlly of them, as the 
Poet doth to defcribe them well ; and the better to 
fucceed in this, he removes his mind from all that 
he fees in fafliion ; he endeavours to difengage him- 
felf from the humour of his own time ; and renoun- 
ces 
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ces the inclinarion of his own Nature, if 'tis oppo- 
fite to that of the Perfons reprefented : for the Dead 
cannot know our Manners, but Reafon, which is of 
all times, may make us know theirs. 

One of the greateft Faults of our Nation, is to 
make all center in it, even to that degree, as to 
call thofe very perfons Strangers in their own Coun- 
try, who have not exaftly either our air or manners. 
Upon this fcore we are, juftly reproached, for not 
knowing how to efteem things, but by the relation 
they have to us ; of which Cokn^ille made 
a fad, but undeferv*d experiment, in his Sopbo- 
nijha. Ma I RET, who defcrib'd his unfaithful 
to old S y p H A X, and in love with the young and 
victorious Massinissa, pleafed the whole 
world, m a manner, by hitting upon the inclina- 
tion of the Ladies, and the true humour of the 
Courtiers. But Corneille, who makes the 
Greeks fpeak better than the Greeks, the Romans 
than the Romans, the Carthaginians than the Citi^ 
zens of Carthage fpeak themfelves : Corneille, 
who is almoft the only perfon that has a true tafte 
of Antiquity, has had the misfortune not to pleaic 
our age, for reprefenting the true Charafter of A s- 
drueal*s Daughter, Thus, to the difgrace of 
our Judgments, he that hath furpafs'd all our Authors, 
and has in this refpeft^ perhaps, even furpafs'd him- 
felf, by allowing to thofe gi eat names all that was 
their due, could not oblige us to do him the fame 
piece of juftice ; being enflaved by cuftom, to fet a 
value on thofe things the prefent mode recommends ; 
and little difpos*d by reafon, to efteem thofe quali- 
ties and fentiments, which are not agreeable to our 
own. 

Let us then conclude, after lb long a Refleftion, 
that Alex an DER and Porus ought to have 
preferv'd their Charafters entire; that it was our 
bufinefs to view them ypon the banks of Hydafpes, 

fuch 
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fuch as they were ; not theirs to come to the banks 
of the Seine, to ftudy our Nature, and fpeak out 
Thoughts. The ^eech of P o r u s Ihould have 
had fomething more unufual, and extraordinary in 
it. If QuiNTus Curt I us has made him felf 
admir'd for his Oration of the Scythians, where he 
gives them thoughts and exprefllons natural to their 
Nation, this Author might have rendered himfelf as 
much admir*d, by reprefenting to us the rarity of a 
Genius of another World. 

The different conditions of thefe two Kings, in 
which both of them behav'd themfelves fo gallantly ; 
their Virtue differently exercis'd in the variety of 
their fortune, befpeak the attention of Hiftorians^ 
and oblige *em to defcribe them to us. The Poet, 
who was at liberty to add to the truth of things, or 
at leaft to fet them off with all the ornaments of 
his Art, inftead of ufing colours and figures to em- 
bellifli them, hath taken away much of their beau- 
ty ; and whether the fcruple of faying too much of 
them, did not fuffer him to fay enough ; or whether 
*tis owing to the barrennefs of his Invention, he 
falls vaftly fhort of the truth. He might have en- 
tered into their moft private thoughts, and have 
drawn from the bottom of thofe great Souls, as 
CoRNEiLLE hath done, their moft fecret mo- 
tions ; whereas he fcarce goes fo far as their bare 
outfide, little curious to remark well what appeared 
and little prying to difcover what lay conceaPd. 

I could have wifh*d, that our Author had laid the 
ftrels of his (kill, in giving us a juft reprefentation 
of thofe great men ; and that in a Scene worthy of 
the magnificence of the fubjedt, he had carried the 
Greatnefs of their Souls as high as it was pofllble. 
If the Converfation of Serto ri us and Pompey ' 
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had fuch an influence upon our minds, what (hould 
not we expert from that of For us and Ale- 
XANDKR, upon a. fdbjedt fo uncommon ? I coulch 
likewife have wiih'd, that the Author had given bs 
a greater idea of this War. And, indeed, the pat 
£ige of the Hydafpes is fo ftrange^ that it is hardly 
to be coAceiv*d •, a prodigious Army on t*other fide 
the River, with terrible Chariots and Elephants, at 
that time formidable 5 the Lightning, Thunder, 
anjd Tempefts, which occafion a general confulion i 
and, above all, when fo large a River muft be pafe'd 
over in Skins •, in (hort, a hundred dreadful things, 
which aftonifh'd the Macedonians, and which made 
Alexander fay, that at lafl: he had found a 
danger worthy of himfelf ; all this, I fay, ought 
to have raifed the imagination of the Poet, both in 
the Dcfcription of the Preparations, and the Reci- 
tal of the Battle* 

However, he fcarce mentions the Camps of thefc 
two Kings, whom he robs of their true Character, 
to enflave them to imaginary Princefles, All that 
is either great or valuable amongft men, the de- 
fence of a Country, the prefervation of a Kingdom, 
don*t excite P o r u s to the Battle ; he is encou- 
raged to it by the beautiful eyes of A x i a n a alone, 
and the defign of his Valour, is only to recommend 
himfelf by it to her. Thus Knight-Errants are de- 
fcribed, when they undertake an adventure ; and 
the fined Genius, in my opinion, that Spain has 
produced, never makes Don Qu i x o t enter the 
lifts, before he has recommended himfelf to D u l- 

1JINEA. 

A maker of Romances may model his Heroes 
according to his fancy. Neither is it of great im- 
portance, to confine one's felf religioufly to the true 
Chara&er of an obfcure Prince, to whofe reputation 
we are perfect ft rangers : but thofe great Perfons 
of Antiquity, fo famous in their age, and better 

knowa 
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known amongft us than the living themfelves ; the 
Alexanders, the Scipios, and the C e* 
s A R s^ ought never to lofe their Charafters in our 
hands : for the moft injudicious fpe£tator perceives 
that he is offended, when an Author afcribes Faults 
to them, which they had not ) or when he takes 
from them Virtues, which had made upon his mind 
an agreeable imprefflon. Their Virtues, once efta* 
blifh'd, intereft our felf-love near as much as our 
own real merit ; and 'tis impoffible to make the 
leaf): alteration in them, wichbut making us feel 
this change with violence* Above all things, we 
ought not to injure the reputation of their Genius in 
the War, to render them more illuftrious in their 
Amours. We may give them Miftrefles of our own 
inventing, we may mix paflion with their Glory : 
but let us take care of making an Anthony oT 
an Alexander; and not ruin a Hero, con- 
firmed for fo many ages, merely to favour a Lover 
of our own creating. 

To banilh Love out of our Tragedies, as unwor- 
thy of Heroes, is to take away that fecret charm 
which unites our Souls to theirs, by a certain tie that 
continues between them : but then to bring them 
down to us by this common fentiment, don't lee 
us make them defcend beneath themfelves, nor de- 
ftroy what they poflels above men. Provided this 
difcretion be obferv'd, I dare affirm, that ther^ are 
no fubjefts, where fo univerfal a paflion as Love is, 
may not be introduc*d naturally, and without vio- 
lence. / Befides, fince Women are as neceflary in 
the feprefentation, as Men, we fhould give them 
frequent occafions to fpeak of that which is moft 
agreeable to their natiu^e, and which they talk bet- 
ter than any thing elfe. Take away from fome of 
the Fair Sex the expreflion of amorous thoughts, 
and from others thofe private familiarities, into 
which the mutual confidence they have in each other 
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leads them, and you reduce them, for the moft part, 
to very tedious Converfations- Moft of their mo^ 
tions, as well as their difcourfes, ftiould be the ef- 
fefts of their Paffion ; their Joy, their Sorrow; 
their Fears, and their Dcfires, ought to have a lit- 
tle tindhire of Love, in order to be taking. 

If you introduce a Mother rejoicing for the hap- 
>'pinefs of her dear Son, or afflidting herfelf for the 
misfortune of her poor Daughter, her fatisfaftion, 
or her grief, will make but a weak imprefEon upon 
, the Ipedtators. To affeft us with the tears and com- 
/ plaints of this Sex, Ihew us a Miftrefs that bewaili 
the death of a Lover ; and not a Wife, that la- 
I ments the lofs of a Hufband. The grief of Mit 
; treffes, which is tender and endearing, has a far 
-greater influence, upon us, than the afflidion of an 
inveigling, felf-interefted Widow, who, as fincere 
as fhe happens to be fometimes, always gives us a 
melancholy idea of Funerals, and their difmal Cere- 
monies. 

Of all the Widows that ever appear'd upon the 
Theatre, I can endure none but Cornelia ' ; 
t)ecaufe, inftead of making me think of fatherle/s 
Children, and a Wife without a fpoufe, her affec- 
tions truly Roman, recal to my mind, the idea of 
antient Rome, and of the great P o m p e y. 
/'This is all that nlay reafonably be allow'd to 
y^Love upon oiff Theatres : let our Writers be con- 
tented with this, fo far even as the fevereft Rules of 
the Drama will allow of it ; and let not its greateft 
favourers believe, that the chief defign of Tragedy, 
is to excite a tendernefi in our hearts. In Subjefts 
truly Heroick, a true Greatnefs of Soul ought to 
be/maintain'd above all things. That which would 
be pleafing and tender in the Miftrels of an ordi- 
nary man, is often weak and fcandalous in the Mif- 

trefs 

't Sie CcnuVkU ?OM?sr, 
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trefi of a Hero. She may entertain her felf, when 
alone^ with thofe inward cx)nfli&s fhe feels in her 
fclf ; ihe may figh in fecTet for her uneafinefi^ and 
truft a beloved and virtuous Confident^ with h^f 
fears and griefs : butj fupported by her glory^ and 
fortified by her reafon^ fhe ought always to remaiii 
miftrefi of her paffions, and to animate her Lover 
to great a^Hohs by her refolution, inftead of aif^ 
heartning him by her weaknels. 

'Tis, indeed, an indecent fight, to fee the drti^ 
i^ge of a Hero foftned by tears and fighs ; but 
then, if he haughtily contemns the grief of a beau- 
tiful Perfon that loves him, he rather difcovers the 
hardnefs' of his Soul, than the refoludon of his 
Heart. 

Tb avoid this iricorivenience, CorneiLle hai 
ho lefs regard to the Charafber of his illuftrious La* 
dies, than to that of his Heroes. Emilia en^ 
courages Cinna to execute their defign% and 
anfwers all the fcruples that oppofe the afiaffinating 
of AuGUSTtJs. Cleopatra hath a paflion 
lor Cesar, and leaves nothing undone to preferve 
Po M p E Y ' : fhe had been unworthy of G e s a r^ 
if fhe had not declared againft the bafe treachery of 
her Brother ; and Cesar undeferviiig of her, if 
he had been capable of approving fo infamous aft 
a£Bon. Dirge, in Oedipus \ vies greatnefs of 
Courage with Theseus, turning upon her felf 
the fiital explanation of the Oracle, which he would 
apply to himfelf, out of love to her^ 

But, above all, we ought to confider SoPHd-^ 

K I s B A ^, whofe Chara&er might be envy'd by the 

Romans themfelves. We ought to behold her fa- 

Vol. I* Q;^ crifie* 

^ Sii CormOUs Ci N n A, An t Sc^ lit ^ 
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crifice theyoutig M a ss in i s8 a^ to old S y ph a xf 
for the good of her Country : we ought to kc hw 
hearken as little to the fcri^kfe of Duty, in cpiic- 
ting S TP H Ak^ as Ihe had dohe to the fentimentg 
bf Love^ in lofing Massing ssa : we ou^bt co 
fee her fufajed the ftrongeft Inclinations) all ditt 
binds, all that unites iis, i^e mc^ pow^ful ties, the 
moft tender paflions, to her kfvt lor Carths^e, and 
her hatred for Rome. In « werd^ we ^Q^ght to fee 
her, when being utterly abaftdOn'd, Ihe's not want^ 
bg CO her felf ; and when chafe hearts, w}uch ihe 
had gain'd tx> fave her Country, fail'd h^ expeOa- 
cions, ,(o owe to her felf the 1^ finppott tx> |>re^ 
fcrve her Glory and her Liberty. 

ConNEiLLE makes his Heroes fpeak with io 
txz£i a Decornm, that he had never given us the 
Converiation of Cesar with Ci- eo p a t r a % 
if Ce s a r had believ'd that lie had any work up- 
6n his hands at Alexandm, as beautiful as it is^ 
even to that degree, as to make m amorous ^dif- 
cout& agreeable even to indifferent perfons that 
fluxuld hear it. He had certMily let it alone, but 
that the Battle of Pharfalia Was fully won, Pom^ 
p £ Y dead, and all his party diffipated; As C fi- 
s A a then beliey'd him^felf to be the sjafter of all, an 
Author might jufUy enough mdkt him ^ffer a Glo- 
ry of whkh Jie was in full pofleflion, and a Power, 
in all probatbility, well fettkd : but when he dif- 
cover'd P t o l e m y 's Con^iracy % when he beheld 
his Affairs in an iQ conditlion, and his own Life in^ 
danger, he is ho more a Lover^ that entertains hh 
Miflreis with his paffion, but a llofnan Geneml^ 
that 'acquaints, the Queen with the dai)ger ^thac 
tbreacens them, and leaves her in hafte, to provide 
for their common fecurity. 

k 

* See Cormlk's VoHVSt, Afl IV. S&m llh 
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It; is therefore Very ridiculous, to bufy P o r u s 
wholly with bis Love^ [uQ: before a great Battle, 
Which was to decide his deftiny ; nor is it lefs pre- 
pofterous to make Alexander quit the field, 
when thei Iplnemy bqgin t& rally. One (hould have 
introdu(?-d him impatient to fiftd out P o r u s, and 
not make him leave the fight with precipitation, on- 
Jy to pay a vifit to C^.eophile ; he that was 
never troubled with any fuch amorous diforders, 
and who nevtr thoi^ln a Vi<5tory c^qip^ete^ till he 
had cither deftroy'd or pardoned. That which is 
harder upon him ftill, is, that he is made to lofe 
much on one fide, without gaining any thing on 
father : he is as indifferent a Hero in Love, as in 
War; and thus the Hiftory is disfig^rM, without 
any ornament to the Romance : we find him a War^ 
riour, whofe glory cannot inflame our courage j 
and a Lover, whofe paflion cannot afFed our ten^ 
^rnds. 

This is what I had to ff^y of Alexander and 
P o R u s. If I have not regularly tied my felf to 
an exaft Criticifm, 'tis becaufe, inftead of entering 
into particulars, I rather chofe to enlarge my felf 
upon the Decorum that ought to be obferv'd in thQ 
difcourfes of Heroes, and the difi^erence of th&x 
Charaders ; upon the good and ill ufage of the teq* 
deme& of Love in Tra^edi^$, which is rejected togi 
fcvercly by thofe, that ofcribe ^very thing to tho 
motions of Pity and Fear ; and is top pi^y mr^^ 
fu'd by thofe, that have no relifli, \m (9^ chete %t| 
pi fentimenta. 
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A LETTER 

T O 

THE COUNT DE LIQNNE, 

IK N O W not yet what fuccefe your cn<4eavours 
to fcrve me will have; but I ^an affureyou, 
they make a. deep imprcffion on a man, who is ve- 
ry fenJRbk of the lead obligation that is laid upon 
him. I am more concem'd at your Ilfaiels, for the 
trouble it brings upon you, than by the hinderance 
it gives to your foUicitations in my Aflfair, I am 
apprehenfive they niay be fomcwhat too prefling, 
with refped to the Prince of Turenne, and 
that I may become at laft obnoxious to him, by the 
importunity I give hkn^ If he had not fent me a 
Compliment by Count d* A u v e r g n e, and Count 
D^EsTRADES, I wouId not have taken the li- 
berty to defire his good office; for I never did 
him any fervice that may oblige him to concern 
himfelf in my behalf If I admir'd him all my life- 
time, *twas only to do juftice to his great Qualities, 
ind to credit my own judgment : but I never exr 
peeled any thing from him, becaufe, indeed, I had 
no preteniions to any thing. If he be fo kind, as 
to be willing to oblige me, I fliall be extremely 
grateful ; but if I am indifferent to him, I fhall 
have no manner of reafon to complain. 

The kindnefi which you aflure mc the Marquisi 
DC L I o K K £ has for me, gives me a fecret fadT- 
l^ion, far greater than 1 5>ught to enjoy in my pre- 

,1* fcn^ 
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fcnc condition. If I was fully perfuaded of it, it 
would cake up my whole attention, and agreeably 
divert my thoughts from my ill fortune. |n what 
place foever I may be, pray aflfure him, that he will 
nave in me a very unprofitable fervant ogainft my- 
will, wd no lefs zealous than your felf^ in every 
thing that concerns him. T^y I think, is the 
moft emphaacal way I can ufe to expreis my fendr 
ments. 

Pray moderate the exceflive Praifes you beftow 
on my Trifles. At the tinie when you (hew fo 
much fmcerity in Iblid things, and real ferviccs, 
you have not the fame frankne& in telling me your 
opinion of what I fend you. I might, with more 
reaion, tell you, that your Letter is the beft w^itteix 
that ever I faw ; but I am afraid to injure your re-? 
putation, in a nice Country, where a ma^ cannot 
write much, and write well, without pa^ng for a 
Pedant, or for an Author. 

Your Andromache i$ very fine: three of my friends 
fent me one each, by the Poft, without confifiering 
how frugal a man ought to be in a Commonwealth. 
*Tis not the Money I regard ; but if the Burgomas- 
ters were acquainted with this lavifhnels, they would 
turn me out of Holland, like a Man who might 
corrupt their Citizens. You are better acquainted 
with a popular State, when you free me from thole 
expencesi, which you lay very judicioufly on the Am- 
baflador ', whom it becomes extremely weU to 
fcatter his money for the honour of his Mafter, and 
the dignity of the Crown. Neverthelels, as thofe 
little things are reprinted in Amfterdam, eight or 
ten days after they come out in France, I would 
not put the Ambauador to fo confiderable an exr 
pence fqf Poftage too frequently. Thofe that fent 
me Af$4K^fnacbej have defu^'d my opinion of it : as I 

told 

* Onmp fEfir^iu the French jfmkaffader at the JUpn. 
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told you before, it zppcdx^d ta me very beautifu] ^ 
but I think that Paffions may be carried farther, aiu) 
that there is in the Sentiments ibmething deeper 
than what's to be found in it : for what ought to be 
tender, is only loft ; and what ought to excite pity, 
raife nothing but tendemefe. However, take him 
altogether, R a c in b deftrves the higheft repute 
pon, next toCpRNEiLLB. 



TO THE SAMR 



IF it were true, as you tell me, that Monfieur 
D E L I o N N E, the Minifter of State, fhould 
like thofe Kttle Pieces I have fent you, the pleafure 
of hitting lb nice a palate as his, would eafily drown 
the grief of my Difgrace ; and I ihould think my 
felf obliged to the misfortune of being an Exile, 
in which condition, for want of Diverfions, I amufe 
my felf with trifles of this nature. If he be not ia- 
tisfied with the Pifture I have made of his accom* 
plilhmcnts, he muft lay the blame on his own me- 
rit, which I could not be fb happy as to expreis 
well. Why is he a man of fo much ability and 
pi'obity ? I had rather find in him more capadty 
and nicety than I beftow upon him, than to make 
him more able, or more nice, than I {hould find 
him. It fares with him, as with thofe Women (rf ex- 
traordinary Beauty, in whofe Pidturcs there is ever 
ibmething wanting •, and who ought to be over* 
joy 'd to ruin the reputation of all Painters, 

Madam Bourneau has ferv*d me a very fcur- 
yy trick, in fliewing a very confused fketch I had 
fent her about the Tragedy of Alexander. 
This Woman, whom I often conversed widi in Eng- 
land, and who had a great deal of found wit, fent 

me 



. \ 



tat that Piece of R a ci n e, with a defire to give 
'ker my Judgment iipon it ; which I did, in haile. 
Without allowing my fclf fufficieDt tiaie to perufe 
chat Play with attention. I defir'd lier> as earneft- 
iy as pofliUc, not to Ihew my Letter : but beif^ 
leCs fcrupulous than your felf, in following the ad- 
vice x)f Friends, I find Ae has fliewn it to all the 
worlds and has now broisght me into thts perplexity 
^ou mention. I hate ^Kitremely m fee my Name 
to&*d $ibo\it9 particularly with thii^s of this .nacure. 
I am unacquaineed with Racing : but as he is 
A :great Wit, I wifti it Were in my power to fervei 
him ; and yet his ^reateft enemies could not have 
done wonfe, than what I hav^ <ione without def^n. 
However, Sir^ i^ as you tell me, 'tis not poffible 
fo htider the priikting of tftioie adk£led Pieces^ 'tis 
better they fli^ildbe ptwited by the Copy you have^ 
and as corre<5bly<as poffible, than in fuch a confufion 
as they have been handed about to the Printer.: 
but, pray, take care that my Name be not put to 
them. 

I don't defire you to communicate to any body 
the fide-wind Juftification of what I wrote at St. 
John-de-Luz * : you know the reafon of it as well 
as my felf. I intended 4:0 praife him who is now on 
the Throne ; but I know not whether my Praifes 
are acceptable. Neither will you, I hope, part with 
the litde Charafter, which you did but imperfeftly 
copy out ; as for the reft, it is wholly yours, and 
you may ufe it as you pbafe. Yon would oblige 
me, however, to liake ipecial care that nothing of 
it be firfnvsd : tmt, m cafe you camust prevent it, 
I leave it entimjy 10 :your management and di& 
cretion, 

Youf 



* Si$ th$ Lettier to the Mitqtits de lianne* inftfud in th$ 
Life of M. de St. £Yremoi;dy ^mmr^^mr UCf* 
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Your Letters are fo polite and delicate, that the 
Frincers of this Country, who are no Icis eager than 
thole of France, would not fail to dun me for them, 
if they knew I h^ any thing fo ingenious, and lb 
nicely writ. In truth, no mail can write better than 
you do, nor aA fo well in a friend's concern; As 
dcfirous as I am to fee France ^ain, I would not 
haverecum'd before I had been acquainted with you, 
both bccaufe it is very uncommon to find fo careful 
and fo affeftionate a Friend, and upon the fccve 
of your agreeable Correfpondence. As for the 
Fraifes of AttUa, you make 'cm more ingenious 
than I intended 'em. The truth is, that Piece is 
]e{s fitted to the tafte of your Court, than to that 
of Antiquity -, but I think it extremely fine. 

Here are abundance of triBes, which I would not 
have ventured upon, if the confidaice of a very flriA 
Friendlhip did not admit the fmalleft matters in a 
^miliar intercourle. 



7%e End of the firfi Vohtme» 
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